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EDMUHD SPENSER . 






THS 



WORKS 



OF 

EDMUND SPENSER. 

IN EIGHT VOLUMES. 

WITH THK 

PHINCIPAL ILLUSTRATIONS 

or 
VARIOUS COMMENTATORS. 

TO WHICH ABB ADDED, 

NOTES, SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF SPENSER, 

AND 

A GLOSSARIAL AND OTHER INPEXES. 

BY THK 

REV. HENRY JOHN TODD, M.A. F.A.S. 

hkcxor or allhallows, lombard-stbbet, London, &c. 

Our fage ferious Spenfer, whom I dare be known to 
thiuk a better teacher than Scotiu or Aquinas. * 

MilUm*s AreopagiUca, 

No man was ever bom with a greater genius, or had 
more knowledge to fupport it, than Spenfer. 

DrydetCs Di/cowrfe on Epiek Peetry, 

VOLUME THE FIRST. 
LONDON: 

PKINTED TOR F. C. AND J. RIVINGTON, T. PAYNE, 
CADShL^AViD DAVIBS, AND &. H. EVANS. 
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to THE 



KING. 



^■^ * 



Sib, 

THE gracious permiflion of 
dedicating the Works of Spenfer to y&ur 
Majefty, with which I have been honoured^ 
has been a principal fource of encouragement 
to me in the labour befto^wed on the illuftra- 

tion of thofe, Works; an4 wiJl be the confiant 
theme of my gratitude. 

In calling to mind your Majefty's love of 
li^e^lur^ i of t^t literature efpecially which 
promotes the good of focietj? , while it affords 
the higheft delight to the imagination ; my 
encouragement has been an humble hope 
that your Majefty may find in thefe volumes, 
however numerous my own imperfe6tions in 
them may be, fome circumfiances refped;ing 
the MORAL POET, till now untold. Of my 
gratitude it cannot but )>& ti^e perpetual 
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DEDICATION. 



fubjedy that I have been thus allowed to 
teftify the reverence, with which I am im^ 
preffed, of your M;^efty/s jlluftrious condud;» 
in all the duties, and in all the charities, of 
publick and dom^ftick life* 



• \ 



, , I have the honour and happii^efe tq bCi 

* 

^ May it pleafe your Majefty, 
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with the mc^ dutiful refped;^ 



your Majeft^'s faithful and 

■? • . r *■ , ,, 

devoted fubje^l and fervant, 
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HENRY .toHN TODt), 
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PREFACE. 



J'; 



THE Pubtiek id here prefented iirith «hc 
firtt edition of Spenfer's Works, to which the illuf- 
trations of various authors have been fubjoined* 

The' text of this edition id given from a careful 
coHation of the various pbems, which were pub^ 
lilhed while the author lived ; and from ' an atten^ 
don to the mutoal help in regard to correAion, as 
well as td the choice of phr aibology^ tsnd orthogra^ 
pby, which the feveral editions of thofe poems 
afford. And of the View of the State of Ireland 
Ihefirft edition, publiihed long after the death of 
Spenfer by Sir James Ware, ocaifionally compared 
with * manufcript readings of authority, has been 
eaca^y followied. 

; Of the FattSe Queene two fepftrate editforis, by 
Mr« Uptoa and Mr. Church, appeai'ed itif \75Bi 
m wllich the diligence and utility of collation, m6re 
e<peciidly by tiie latter of tiiefe gentlemen, kti td 
^vious as they are importetnt ; in whieh^ the ori-^ 
f^ntX orthography ha^ t^een juditioufly follow^* ^^ 
in ^bich, however, fomefew variations may be db-* 
ierved. It has therefore been apart of toy bufi«efy 
tO' oompare and ac^ft the readings alfo of thelS 

fiditldrk ' ..... v' - :... ..,;.; Hf 

• See an account of tbefe manufcripts, vol, viii. p. 38ff. 
Of i^iisnfei^ft Mll^mieoiis Poehls tl>eiie arct^m^ trsbleK^lsiiil 
|the Britilh Mufeu% but of no importance. 
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PREFACE 

Of the Klifcellaneous Poems every editidn, ftrti 
fequent to the original publications, has been more 
or lefs diflinguifhed by innovation and err oUf ; by 
innovation, which often p€frpleXes what is ori^- 
nally porfpicuous; and by errour, which has fokne* 
times converted whftt ii feribua info tftfic^le. 

The text of Spenfet has b^en rethkced to modtoi 
orthography by Hughes. Yet be profaffibd to t^ 
}ow, Jhr the mqfi part, m his edition of the Works^ 
the old fpeliing. He even apoiogiiM for his 
fidelity:^ This/' he fays^ ''may be thougbl, %|^ 
iome, too firiS; ami prectTe; yet tfiere wae # nek 
ceffity for it ; not Only to (hew the Inie Ikle of iOtiT 
langui^e, aa Spenier ivrotjB it; bttt Mto keop tiUr 
^xad ibnfe, wfafch would fdnietknea br ebangedhf 
Ihe variation of fyliablfe or a letter." - Of iMt 
timngey however, as Mr. Chureb and Mr« Wartoft 
have obibrved* ibere are nua)i)erkis^ inflani^ee^iii 
flnghes's editioa He feems indeed to bav^Mt 
lofved, in feveral retjpie^^ tbefelia ediliot) oP9^- 
fer's W^rki publiihed ifi 1^79; to feba adofitib&tir 
readings not gei^ume, in Ae mtrretioii ^tmloitbeaH 
ticated circunt6ienGe$ r^ptB^Hng^settTery tmd Jat^lb 
carelefs ettr^^ts from tbe Letters bet#ee3>^ the jMii 
and bis frveud. ' Of tfais modenlifed «ex^ Riciwri^ 
foD) the author of Pamela, as itafipearsiQillie late 
ffoUkation of W Letters^ iias e^^rejfed bis.^^ikiN 
]i^obfi^Qn; but at the fame jEbjie has been niiAalren 
in affigning to Rowe the edition which had bfliii 
conducted t^ Hughes. Ei^|v|r4roii a}fo on^ejep-' 
i^ctaioed w iatentioo^ jvitb ike fulfilsaeiUi^f wbieb 
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l^lwmkl of letters muft lMtf>e/i)ee» highly gi:atifi4d, 

^^fMCtHXin^to the pubUck an uoadukeraied edition 

^^tbe poet But tkm ledk of coilalioxv it &tmi» be^ 

^iroeiVearifiwe to him. > f ; ; 

#r Jpk late odi^^ns.ol* the firitifii po^ Spenfei' li^ 

Ui^ftly pteSmtiBA ivi a pidbald finite for tine Wumirn 

ttuMoe haft hMB^^^auoM from the text of Uptoii^ 

and /th0 MiieetlaaeQim" Poeoas ftxnsa the text of 

il«i§bes.. >-.v ,j :,'■■:'» 

Ittfthe {H^fiHot aditioiof^ the aeeiqaatod i^^ing of 

te fMMt i» altoget^r retained. ^ ^ It it iaMcif nl^^'^ 

if I Utty apply lo this tirciiniftaoce liie juft^Keroa^i 

^ea^qf Dr. ioholra vei^^ng the ^liftion of Shakri 

Ipeare^ ^^ that /Ae sxiorib iipv i^M^ If pbnife^ 

«Mkl^ ia to be changed a$^or€|» gmw unebiMh bof 

4iftt4H or g9^ by i^^urityy the ^tory of ever]f 

hMBgHageswiUibe :lo&; we ihaU no longer • have the; 

woi^ of any aatbor ; and^' aa thete aFteraliona wi^l 

he elken anft^iliuHy aoadte^ we fliall in time havie^ 

ii«3^ htde of his meami^." Jmd indeed if dio t^t 

tof S|Mpder, in the proff^ of £n|^i(h Utef^^ure^ 

Jmi heeocei|^««if/y examined; X may bepermitted^ 

rMfhapf^ retpB&Mty te oblerve ^at, in the iinrii^ 

'lM«rt)bft Di^^ £Dine wor4^ 

-^toidd iKil Imve beeaadniitted m the wi^rds of Spei^* 

fen $. that^ ioi the ReMarha of Dtv Jortin, foepe am« 

jeiterea woidd ha«fi4>een found nefdtcfr; and dn^ 

in^ the Obfervati^^ aveo of Wevtoa, a ginfui^ op 

I tire iNroMdd never. hAirie appeesed 

^ ^ Kote 00 tlie word kugger-mugger iii tiamkt. 



* -» 

In regard to tbe Notes, wfiicb ftccmnfmfiy ttlii^> 
edition-; tbey are ' fefefivd from amtors^ to>^hofi»* 
taite and learang the pubiidc haft paid the gre i l ei i r 
defereme; from the laboucs of Jorln and^ Hwrab^ 
and more ei^leitf vely fiKmi i thofe i oi Wttt6»; as-* 
well m from the eicceUent fflaftratiatisof Uplmv 
and from thai mqiortaiit remacks of Church, hi 
theic r^peftuie editums. of the Saerie QUe€N»e#^ 
To the Faerie Queene I have prefixed diflbrt alfcwMi^ 
relating both tOb.itha hiiory and tha e^thnfiniof 
the f»ea% froai Hnghiit» and Spence^ ag wefl air 
frimi Wartam Hafd^ awl Upton ; and to th^et I 
have ventured to fabjoin a Jew teamxlik. My omor 
notes, on the feveral poeaw, which I have prefuaoed 
to lay before the puUick, conAft noti only of r^ 
gulations of thettef^t; but alfo of explanations 
anfing from fcHse. attention to the Ikemture of > Ae 
age in which Spenf^. lived ; • the eager imito^n 
of all tliat was Italian, and the prevadliBg tafto 
for whatever was romantick. < I have alfo added 
a very humble account of the .Life, of Sp^sf^y 
drawn from autbeiittok records ; the curiofity aad 
Hiip0rtancei of which will, I truft, be admitttldl 
by the lib^al and candid, as an apology ^for the 
viwnt of 1 bj(^rapbi€;al elegance^ The/ reader \ will,^ 
with Q)e^ lament that evei) the maldnmls whieb i 
hmr^ brought ttgiHher^ and that manertals itUln^r 
ifttecefting, Jrere not obtained by j4>bnfoh; for 
Johnfon long finc^ faid^ *" thaifihav ikioIkM .4iav^ 
readily favoui^ed.^ world, and. gratified his fov^^- 

-- V - « . J 

* BofweH's Life of JLohnfon^vdL iv. p. 439. 3d. edit. 



%A ]iii&of^SpwnrOT/t£4e bad bee to 

iilHiim rWif n^ amterials Hm tJm porpofe; To th4 
WMkAtI h«ve iulEOfiinGdifiieli indeg^Sy m point 19 
lll<li(IP(plii9H^oii ofi wurch^ and phfiffe% «« wdl as M 
aii^teat accentoatioii and poetidEr IMsoMtt*; «»#^^ 
rif wiirife Ac^iiiboft: iiB^riMrt ck^aittfcMftgs iii ithe 
Ii^^ IVeUimiiiiry ' IUu^mticm% liid Nii^ ^ i 
U^mi»kmJi^ I (h(^ld MkD0wledge the oMi^ 
gpiiitfML, whicih : I hftve leceivjed^ m regard to* the 
foroEiailoa 0(f tfai^ editeoo; To the lale, ami prrieni; 
AtchlMiihop of Ckiiierbuiy I hoye- been parlieolariy 
iqldtbiedi^ tfae^perniilon to nmke Aidi 6xtra€)bl 
fDifiEi ttm fine €0Ue^Qii oi Maimfcrqite^ kt tbA 
l^Mm^mt^ Lambeth, a» nagifaA^e iubfen^ienl to-mf 
poipia^fe; .asd, ;itt expreffing/ii^ finoereft tiMaiiki on 
ti^ ^coifiiro, I am bound to add tbe fetitiaieiits ef 
gm^tudQ with^^bichi I am imptetflbd, by th6 Hcmdur- 
abik^p^mtaneiit of. their Gmces to tim ottftody of 
tl^f^ Maoiifcripts* Of mamifctipt as weU' as of 
pMiled in^GNrmation another eminent fdurce haii 
b^il Ipiwdi in :lli9] invalimble cdle(ftion of tiie pre^'' 
f(^ Mi^vi^i^f riStofferd ; ta> noblena% vrhofe dif^ 
tia0«|ti^) rfi|9»n4 im litflaratum readily in^odtadi 
hm ^i pWiWt tbisi MOi^Ebn i to literary hiftory ; a 
pf^lkmm§ t» wb^e JwiiifieeQce alfo^ acbonipanyhig 
tbB:M¥ ^rtWibQoksta«d>miui^riipil^ 

t^ mm lb( mo^ frateful d^t tix may i i tmifit 

»Sl)b«plf9 1(9 1^ kiiriled Ubmtan^Tiinlty &iUetge; 
P/rifim Mimm y^il^mblsiitiit^^ r^ktkig to ibe 

^MW^{9f/SiMo£^ f)ro9i »««iafiiutptl4n#iat Library ; 
as iffftm «> the Maftir : and F^aiPi o€ QoimUk 



mA Cftiw College, and to dieiMafter of ^ottMilidk 
ilolkge, Cani^ktge, f«r tbek'oU^iiig ftQ^mtian Mi 
wtMdmgf mf iaqimies an that nniiiersilgF^ t^^i fyt 
pemifiiMi to copy from libmt auuMftriptB Pofrntt 
tmpiui iUuAralioni. 

, The hdmrnanioia fiNna DuUin tea been noA 
obligingly tranfmhled. to ine by Jofeph Coopei 
Walker^ EA}. afccompaoied i^iih maay reifirte of 
peeutiar etegance and ppopriety ; as Indeed taiglV 
lie expeCfced from a gentteman, who has le ably 
tfloftiiatiii ttoi lilenmire of ImAaod and V^y^ To 
teife vemarin have been aUb added ^fertaliom by 
hiefnendsj ioow of ii4iioh, howeTer^ arrhr^d too 
late IfM adaaiflkm into the Yolumea to HdUeb they 
veuU have belonged. To the rerereiid J^obii 
WMSrtmr the foa of Dr. Jofeph WaFteH^ I aai 
faighfy itidabted for the ufe of the iecond^fciid^itieii 
ftf Ppeoiisr^a Warfc% ithe margihe 6f which oonteja 
the Kiaoafcript aotea of hk uncle^ the f e¥»?«0d 
Vhooiaa Walton. The& notes, as fiur ae they rekM 
%t^^ Faerie Queene, are the rudimentft of the *d^ 
niirahle Ohiinmtiona on that poem k>ng fince pnb^ 
|jAed$ • hi^ mregard to the t^eaiakiiog PdettMi l^iey 
arf o£tfmtneie, curieUi, and h^hly intotiillii^; j^d 
^ae inifvled in their proper piaees. With ^ aft 
iif oo4>« ' aiaB(ifct)i|A inf oraiaiion by hifi Thomas 
Stayttoihoitebeed atfo indalged b)r)di leaiftied 
mtpik^s^ ; ^om whom, I may here hi pfenidfijec^ t^ 
»dd, /tfi^awrld may fhortfy ^rpieft a mb^mttre^i^ 
aivlteakiahte edHl»dn ^f ^6M'1^6^Al'W<>r}e^et 
DryifeBil ilMthth^i*>th0of ]^> J<)fe]^h^aft^^ 



f^^Mi own. A eopjrof Mr. ^ptenVtext of At 
PMrie Queene, with his ^ oMm itemuiciipi relimrki 
in the mai^, bas been aife kindfy etitrnfted to^ mt 
bfAim reverelnd Mr. Dbnfter. But thefo ren^f lit 
tre mepdiy ifitcuded as referdndss to fbo Aib^^ dF 
Cbe notes, wttch i^erb priMed oft^ liiie tmt; ^ 
f^c«mAandi unuded t^ liy Mr. VpttM MmfiNl ^ ^ ^ ' 

To Mr: Atchdeftaon N«res, Mr. ifea^Retri, MH 
Widiri>ti, Mt. Gi Cfaftknsrs^ fti<l Miv T« Pwrk; I 
Itavt been ftttiticularfy oWged byliie v^'<lf fe?inJ 
Hfoij ed^bttt of Spenfi^'s Po^msj and of ^i^dri^ 
&ara dtiii. cuinmi nortts fftfttiid to itay pbcU ; tftdl 
to Mr. Brand, by the important communicflrtiotl ft^ 
lpeS;ing the dedth of the poet. The permifflbn ol 
having tte portrait at Pupplin CaifSe copied Ibf 
^is edition, waa obtained by tlie kind app^icflHaon 
of the Ead Gower to the. prelbnt J^l of Kinnoul; 
mnd adds to the obligations^ by^^idi Iaflf4K>und 
to his 4ord(liipV family. The drawmg was pro* 
tured, in confequence of the dire^^on given to Ae 
artist by Mr, Daviesy pioe 9f the pr^pn^tor^ P^this 
edition. '' 

^Tite' fbttd^ili^ pages might have been augoiafitedl 
"mVk^ SlttjRrations, of various" kit 48^ 4f i had oot 
l^h fearful of extending the edition fo an ntt^ 
ireafonable length. For all the deficiencies, atii 
WU the ertrours, 6f which ihy Edition inay be accafed, 
let me implore pardon in the words of a predeeefbTy 
mnd difarm the reader of half his indignation: 

'** :l¥e ought to judge of the editions of books, as 

"'■>-•,. ■ - . ■ . _ . - ^ 

^ Mr. Church, in his Preface. 



PREFACE. 

wfr judge of men. None are abfoluteiy perfect 
ai^d the beft are good only by comparifon. Ami 
tliat man, and that edilion, will always be efteemed 
Ibe beft) which is moft ufeful and has feweft faults. '^ 
If I have contributed but a mite to the literature 
of my country, and hare introduced the reader to 
a more intimate acquaintance with the Wiorks of 
the MORAL POET, of a poet alfo ^^ * who makes 
fiich perpetual and powerful appeals to the fancy, ^ 
I Ibatl coiner my labour well beftowed; and, 
after th^ example of Mr. Wartoti, but at thie mof% 
refpeftful diftance, adopt the words of Spenfer 
himfelf: - -^ 



" The wates, thr9ugh which my weary Jleps I guyde 

In this delightful! land of Facry, 

Are fo exceeding fpacious and wyde. 

And fpriockled with fuch fweet variety 

Of all tl^t pleafiuit is to eare or eye, 

Tbi^t I, aif^ raviiht with rare thoughts delight, 

,My tedious travell doe forget thereby ; 

And, when I gin to feele decay of might. 
It (irengtb to me fappliesf and cbears my dolled fyriglit. 



f^ ; 



I \. 



HEJSJBY J. TODiD. 



loodOii, iaae 13, 1805. 
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<^ Mr. Wartoo, at the dofe of bis Obfervations. 
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SOME ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



LIFE OF SPENSER. 

JcjDMVND SpeiJser, defeended fronii the 
* ancient and honourable family of Spencer,' 
Was born in London in ^ Eaft Sinithfield by the 
Tower, . probably about the year 1553* In 
what fchool he received the firft paf t of educa- 
tion, it has not been recorded. But We find 
that he wasf admitted, as a fizer, of Pembrolce-: 
Hall in Cambridge, on May 20. 1569 ; that 
he proceeded to the degree of Batchelor of 
Arts, Jan. l6. 1572-3 ; and to that of Mafter 
of Arts, June 26. 1576*^. 

That Spenfer cultivated, with fuccefsful at- 
tention, what is ufeful as well as elegant ia 
academical learning; is evident by the abun- 



^ * See his Colin Clouts come home again^ ver. 538 ; his Dedi-^ 
cation of Muiopotmos to Lady Carew ; and the circiimilance 
more fully noticed in the remarks, offered in this account of 
Spenfer's Life, on that Dedication. 

V * Oldye's manufcript additions to Winftanley's Lives of the 
inoft famous £nglifh poets, copied by Ifaac Reed Efqr. 

* Prefixed by Dr. Farmer, in his own hand-writing, to the* 
firft* volume of Hughes's fecond edition of Spenfer, in the pof- 
feifion of Ifaac Reed Efqr. See alfo Chalmers's St^l^ Apo* 
logy &c. p. 23. ' ^ 

VOX, I. ia 
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4ance of claflical alluficms in his works, and by. 
the ac^uftomed moral o( his i<mg. At Cam-* 
)>ridge be formed an ^ intimacy with Gabriel 
Harvey, firft of Chrift*s College, afterwards o£ 
Trinity Hall ; who became Db6ior of Lawsi ia. 
1585, and furvived his friend more than thirty 
years. The correfpondence between Spenfer 
an^ Ij^M^f^ wUl larefent to the reader feveral 
i|Mpf$ifting particulars refpe6iing both. Tba^ 
Spenfer was an unfiu^cefsfnl candidate for ar 
i^B^llowihip in Pen^broke-Hall, in competition 
with Andrews^ afterwards the well-known pre-^ 
late; thp beft- informed biograpliers of the 
|K)et have long fince ;" difproved. The^ rival qi 



^ See a lofig account pf Ha^rsey in Wood's Athtnct Ooroff^ 
Vol. 1. Faili, col. 128. And a Liil of his writings in Tanner's* 
BUdhikna Brit-Hib. p. 36tf. See alio the remark of E. K^ 
the commentator on the Skepkeard's Calender ^ in the. ninth 
Eclogue, vol. i. p. l60, — Webbe, in his Difcutirfe of' En^lifli 
P^^rif, 1586^ alerts ; that Harvey n^as the *' moH %)9Qial 
friende" of Spenfer. Nafh, however, the avowed enemy of 
ftarvey, repcatecHy ridicules Harvey^s boaftof his fricndfhip 
with Spenfer; and« notwithflanding his animadverOons on 
Harvey s railing, rails with equal if not greater flippancy aiid 
petulance himfelf. He may ridicule Harvey's hexameters^ aa 
muqh as he pleafes; ofiK^hich kiiid of verfes inEnglifh, HarveV' 
i^eed pompoiifly announces himfelf as the inventor. But he 
<^hhot detraA from the. general merit of Jilarvey both as^ i| 
poet and a fcholar. His beautiful poem, pf^^xed to thiec 
M^trik Q$Keney and figned Hobbinol^ b^.fpeaks a^ elegant and 
^ell-turned mind. Among his work^ are feveral produ^Ona^ 
dif'great ingenuity and ^yrouiiNiid reiearch. 

^ See the Life of Spenf^ prefixed to the edition of the 
Waeifie.^itfetti^ it^ 1751; x}ak Biographia BrUmmkny\o\. 6, Art;: 
Spenfeir, &c. - ^ 
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THE LIFK OF rBl^^itU, ift 

ArtdfeWsrwsKS Thomas Dove^ aftcnrwiNrcU BIAiop 
at' Petei^borough. That foiiie difappointtnenti 
however, had occy r red, in regard to Speiifei?'*8 
academical view;3; and that foroe difagreement 
had ta^ken pl^v^e between him and the mi^er or 
tutor of the fopiety; is rendered highly pro* 
baWe by the following pafJage in Harvey's 
Jitter to him, at the cldfe of hh ^H but 
Jkm^pe ecnd kavned iudgenient of EarthqtwkeSi 
dated April 7. 1580, and printed in the fame 
year, p; 29. " And wil you needes have my 
te^knontall oi yqure aid Conirolkrs hevr he^^^ 
viour ? A bufy and dizy heade ; a bra^n fore*- 
head; a ledden braine;a wopdden wit; a 
copper face; ^a ftony breaft; a fa&ious anc) 
eivi(h hearte ; a founder of novelties^; a con- 
founder of bis owne and his frienik good gifts ; 
a criprning bookeworm ; an aftemoone maltf 
worm ; a right jaggler, as fnl of his fleightSf 

wyle^ fetcliesi qa&s of I^gerdemainet toyes to 

*. • . » 

"7 This qaptatlon certainly exhibits a choice exaqrale of Har^ 

^ey^taleDt in the language of abufe; and Na(h raiils not to 

. ^miiid him of brs 'Mingular liberalitie and boupUc in beftowi^g 

£i8 beautifuU encomium upon Dortour Perue,^ in his Foure 
iters cmfut€(i,A592, Sign. E. 2.— The author of the Xjijfe of 
Spenfi^r, in. the Biogrqjfi^ Britarmicat has iuffeted a fiti^lar 
^roi of the prefs, in this paflage ofHarvey^3 Letter, to paft 
linndticed ; by which, however^ J griiat, the feverity of Harv^, 

&fi.' The fame I'udicrous millake o^u^ m t|ie Life of Spe^^t 
^r» which is, given' in the B^/ppUmeHt U tht Vfimjcfid At^Hf^ 
inntf vol, xlix. p. dd, &c. 
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mocke aper withal, odde ihiftes, and kn^viiU 
prad;izes^ as his (kin can holde :'* He then pro^ 
ceeds t6 reprobate the circumftance of*' many 
pupitsj jackeiiaates ^i!^ bayle-^feUowes-wel-met 
Hvith their ft/ifdr'^i and, by your leave, fomfe 
too, beeaufe forfooth they bfef gentlemen of 
great heires or a little neater and gayer than 
th^ir fellowes, ((hall I fay it for ftiame? be*- 
leev^e me, tis too true,) tfieir vety ozM tutimr\ 
To the notice of this abufe in academical in* 
ftru6iion he fubjoins a copious lift of Latiil 
reflexions, full of indigrtation at its exiftencef| 
oiie of A^'hich feems to point at the difagree^ 
ment already mentioned: " Csetera ferfe, UT 
OLiM : Bellum inter capita et membra conti^ 
%ualum" After having takefn his laft degree 
in Arts, therefore, we muft fiippofc Spenfer to 
have retired immediately from Cambridge | 
having' no fortune to fiipport* ah independertt 
wfideihcet there, and apparently no- profpeft of 
furtherance in the fociety to which he belonged. 
It is remarkable^ however, that he makes nq 
mention of Pembroke-^Hall either in his Lefep- 
tera prihk poetry. The Univerfity be has rer 
peatedly cel^ebrated with filial regard. 
, It is faid thart be . now w^nt to refide witH 
iome relatft)fiS4n the North of England; not 
^faaps^ ai^^ is^vaguely jUTerted by moft of his 
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ksogt^pherSi as a ttiece penfionef on tbiert 
boi^^ty^ but perhaps as a tutor to fome young 
^^nd. Hovyever, he now employed his poe- 
tical abilitias, no doubt, on various CH^caiionsv 
i<5onGeive it to be very probable tha^ long 
.ticfore this time, he baid given proof ^f his .atr 
4^chn)ent to the Muf<?s, while at the fam^ time 
be conqealed his name, in federal poems which 
are to be found in the * Theatre for Worldlings i 
a work published in the yeg-r, in whiqh be 
}iad become a member of the Univerfityi 
t3?he (imilarity^ almoft minutely exa^, oftbefe 
poems to Spenfers Vi/ions ; to his Vi^ms -. of 
JP^rarch in particular, formerly trans?- 
LATED, as the title tells us; is bthprwife 
not eafily to be explained. Spenfer needed 
toot to borrow fuch petty aids to fame. But 
piy fuppofitioq, I,think, is ftrengthened by the 
Allowing obfervation, made by Harvey ttx 
jSpenler ia a fecond letter, edit, 1580. p. 41^ 
.^^ I like your Dreflwie^ paffmgly well; fatd the 
et?^ther, bicaufe they favour of that Angular ex-^ 
tmordiaarie veine and invention, whiche I evor 
ianeied moD^e, and in a manner admired onelye 
in Lucian, Petrarche, Aretine, Pafquill, and 
«all the moft delicate and fine-conceited Gre-* 

* See tbe account which I h^^ve given of this work, and the 
>itatnen)U8 extrads which I have feleded froiii it, in vol. 7« 
p. 507, p. 525, ^c. 
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cm9is and Italkiis ; {^ £{ke Romanai to ipedklft 
of, arb bat vefy'e c^hars in this kinde ;) wbcrfe 
chiefeft^ endevour and drifte wi», to have ncy* 
thin^ valgare ; but in feme refpefte or other, 
and elpecially in Ikeh/ hyptii)ohcaU eunplificd^ 
iki7t»^ ^ mre, queint, and odde in every points, 
imd, as a man would &Lyey a degree or two at 
tbe leaAe above the reacbe and coiBpai!e of a 
common icfaoUers capacitie. In which refpe^ 
fiatwithftanding^ af$ well for the fingulahlie ^t 
the manner as the divinitie of the matter, I 
hearde once a Divine preferre Saint It>hm 
Meodation before al the verieft Metn^f^cdd 
^i/tdnij Bikd iolly e& conceited ]}reames tit Ei^ 
tcfiesi that ever ymm devifed by one or othei^, 
liow admirable of fnperexceJlent foever they 
leemed otberwife to the worlde. And tr^iely I 
atn fo confirmed in this opinion, that, when I 
bethinke me of the veiie notableft ' a ad mode 
wonderful prophetioaU or poetical! Vifion thdft 
^irer I read or hearde, me feemeth the propo)f- 
tioD is fo unequally that there hardly appeapetfa 
any fetnbladnce of comparifon ; no more in a 
maaoer (fpecially for poets) than doth betweene 
the ineomprehetifible Wifedome of God, and 
the ienfible \vit of man. But what needeth 
this digreffion betweene you and me ? I dare 
•fay^ you wyll hold your felfe reafonably w^l 
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^TiaitMedy if youre Dredmes he bit as weH 
«fle€in6d of HI Englande as Petrarehes V^ans 
he in Italy : which, I atfure you, is the very 
iworft I wiih you/' The author of the life of 
iSpeiifer, prefixed to Mr. Church's edition c^ 
the Faerie Queene, makes this obfervation oil 
Spenfer's Vifions ; that they are little things^ 
done probably when Spenfer was ytnmgy aci^ 
^coitiing to the tade of the tinie^ for Emblems. 
•The Theatre for Worldlings^ I muft add, evi- 
dently prefents a feries of Emblems. It may 
he tiierefbre not unreaibnably fuppofed that 1^^ 
Vifi&ns in that book ; the Dreams commexided 
by Harvey; and th^Vi/iom publiflied by dvt 
bookfeller while Spenfer was in Irdand, whMl^ 
now regularly form a jpart of his Works ] arl 
briginally the fame compofitioni fince ahered 
kiKl improved. 

^ K. K. the commentator on the Shepbeardfc 
Calender, firil publiflied in 15799 informs U9, 
^bat, befide the Dreams^ the ^ Legends ^nd 
Cmirt of Gupid were then finiflied by Spenfer, 
/Bs well as his Tran/laiion of Mofehuss ItfyUkm 
of wandering Live. He alio relates that Speiifi^ 
had written a Difcourfe itnder the title of tbe 
^ En^fiiPoet; and that he purpofed to pre« 

^ See the Epistle prefixed to the Skepheards Calender, tiXKi 
ffie notes on the third Eclogue, vol. 1. p. 58. 
^ See the Argunieui to the tenth Eclogue, 
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ilsnt it> to the pablii;;)c>: but <^e fMlfilled not bk 
jJaJentaQq, Spe^ife^, in. bis Letter to Gabnel 
^fv^j^ ,dat^d Oftpber l6. 157i>5;ip0aks qf 
•* Hisi iS!/a^i!>€r, andotfaep* pampblejts'^ intejad^ 
jto ])€j; (Radicated tQ ^ir.P}iiUp Sidney, ^and in hi^ 
|j|3(ter ^);ed April 10, 1580, mentions alfq that 
Ijia ^' X^ma^es ^nd Mying JPeUk^^ then 

fully finiflbed /' and that b^ defigned foon *' to 
fette fprthe a booke, entitled Epithalcinmn 
Xb^fnejis^' In the fame Letter he .alfo fpeaks 
pf his Stemmata JDufll^am. * Thefe Legends^ 
Patift of Ctfpidy a.nd JSj^thalanmn^ appear tQ 
l?e. iplo^ly C9iine£l€id^ with circumfta^iGes .fincp 
Emitted, int0;t;be fcrie Queeij^e. '"^ . , ; 

, SiiffiQifintba^.b^nfaid to prove th^ induftry 
of Spf nfer^ after )^s ^retirement from the banks 
gf Cam« But |he Braife dup to h is diligence 
and genius muft be highly augmentf^d, when 
jre add bis Shepbe^rds Calender to the lift of 
his l^^urs already mentioned ; which was. pub^ 
liihed, in 1579- Of tbi^ elegant Popm m^cb 
is devoted to complaints, fuch as tender and 
jft^fuppf fsful lovers breathe ; and a confiderable 
part to phfervations that befpeak a peniive and 
^feeling mind. While reiident in the Norjtbj 
be had fallen in love with a miftrefs, of no 



^ See the Faer.Qit, Book iii. C. xii. ft. 5, 6, &c. Book ir. 
Ganto ii. ft, 10, 11, (&c. 
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.^rdioary accompUibments, whoid he hia^ rcH 
jporded under the name of ^ Ro/alif^; ysi»f 
lifter trifling wiih his honoM^rable £ifie^ion# pre- 
ferred his rival. To fubjeds^ this^ kiiKl th^ 
•pipe of paftoral poetry is often tuned ; and diw 
^penfer foothed his unfortunate ^Q^m ; whi^ 
ia thefe plaintive drains^ he: has alfo/int^rwovieii 
feveral circun) (lances relatii]^ to his owq hiifto^ 
and to that of contemporary perfons. 

Before the publication of the Shepbeards^ 
Calender, he had been induced, by the advice 
of his friend Harvey, to quit his obfcure abode 
in the country, and to remove to London. Thik 
removal is dated by Mr. Ball, in his Life of 
Spenfer prefixed to his edition of the Calendei^, 
in 1578. By Harvey, it is generally allowed, 
he was introduced to the accompliflied Philip 
Sidney ; who, juftly appreciating the talents oF 
Spenfer, recommended him to his uncle the 
Earl df Leicefter. The poet was alfo invited 

' See what E. K. relates of this hard-hearted fair, in bi« 
notes on the firft Eclogue, vol. 1. p. 30. The author of the Life 
oi Spenfer, prefixed tg Church's edition of the Faerie Queene^ 
obferves, in confequence of E, K/s information, that the name 
being welt ordered will betray the very name of Spenser* s Love 
and Mijtrefsy ** that as Rofe is a coriimon Chriftian name, fo in 
Kent among the Gentry under Henry VI. in Fuller's Worthies^ 
we find in Canterbury the name of John Lynde**^^U Rofe 
Lynde be the perfon deHgned, Ihe has the honour alfo to have 
her poetical name adopted by Dr. Lodge, a contemporary 
poet with Spenfer, who wrote a coUedioii of 3onnets entitled 
Rofalind; and by Shakfpeare, who has prefented us with 9 
very engaging Rofalind^ in As you like it. 
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130 the family-feat of Sidney at Penftiarft in 
•rKent^ where he was probably employed in fomfe 
jbters^y fervice, and at leaft ailifted^ we Knaj 
Ikppofe^ the Platonick and chivalrous fludies of 
4be gallant and learned youth who had tttub 
jiindly' noticed him. We may thus underftand 
ikie paflage, as wdl the old commentators r&* 
rmrky in the fourth Eclogue, ver. 21. -i 

Colin thou kenft^ ^efouthoTieJhepheards boye; 
Hkn Love hath Wounded &c. 

^ Seemeth hereby,^ fays E. K,, " that Colin 
bertaineth to fome Southern nobleman^ and 
perhaps in Surrey, or Kent the rather, becauie 
lie fo often naiheth the Kentijh downes, and 
t^efore As lithe as Iq/fe of Kent/' In the (ixth 
"Eclogue alfo, where Hdbbinol advifes Colin to 
forlake the foil that had bewitched him, and tp 
repair to vales more fruitful, the commentator 
informs us that this is no poetical fiftion, but a 
true defcription of the advice to which the poet 
had wifely liftened. In the tenth Eclogue^ 
Spenfer celebrates the Earl of Leicefter as *• the 
Worthy whom the Queen loves beft;'' accords 
ing to E, K/s illuft ration. The eleventh is 
conjeftured to have been written at Penftiurft. 
Nor was the poet unnoticed, in regard to hia 
advancement in the world, by this nobleman 'j 
as we Ihall prefently fee. ' . , . . f :.. ^ 
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r The D€klk»fk>n, therefore, of the Sbepheardl 
Calender to " Maifter Philip ISidney'' is a frrodf 
t)f gratitude as well as of jadgfement; tawhiek 
the poet, " not obvious, notobtrufive,'' mod^e^f 
4bbfcribes bimfelf Immerito ; by which appell#> 
laon a^ Harvey afterwards addrefies ^m in^ hi* 
-lietfcers. The commentator on the Calend^lt 
has prefixed to the Poeni a Letter to Harv^ 
which difplays with remarkable acutenefs th6 
defign of the Paftoral ; in which Spenftr is 
ftyled the unknown and new poet, but wbo^ 
^* as foon as he fliall be known, fliall be beloved 
ef all, embraced of the moft, and wondered at 
of the beft/' Congenial as we may fuppo& 
the (ludies of Sidney and Sperifer to hav« 
i>een, Sidney has not however given unqualified 
™ praife to the Calender. *' The Sbepheardl 
Kalender/' he fays, in his De/ewce of Po^^ 
'^ bath much poetrie in his Eclogues, indeede 



'^ Sir Philip, however, in his D^enct of Po^fc, eTidentlr 
4k1kide8, with particular commendation, in the following pa£> 
jTag^, to the fatirical turn of the Shepheards Calender : '* Is i| 
then the Pajlorall Poeme which is mifliised ? (FV)r perrhance 
wk^ne the hedge is loweft they will fooueil leap over.) Is the 
poor pipe difdained, which fometimes, out of Melibeus' mouth, 
can fiiewe the miferie of people under hard lords and ravening 
fottldiers ^ And againe by Tihfnt*^ what bleflednefle is derived 
to them that lye lowed, from -the goodne0e of them that fit 
kigheA ? Sometimes, under theprettie ialea oftMves andjkeepe^ 
can include the whole confiderations of wrong doing and 
patiepce ; ibmetimes* ihew that contentions for trifles can get 
bi^t a trifling vii^orie, ^c.*^ 
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^rthie the refading if I be not decdiveft). That 
^i;^ framing i<rf his ilile todn old taftipke 
]b|)gttage, I dare not allow; fince neither The* 
^itl]£f in Greeke, Virgil in Latin, nor Sanon** 
4»ttiis in Italian, did ^ffeft it/' Yet Webbe, 
in[\»s I)ifmurjfe of Engli/Ji Poetry ^ c^n find ne 
id^niilh )e^fliag in it ^^md Franci|i Meres^ ifi 
Jii« Jf?(& JV«^*y, fays, " As.»Tbe/)i?ritii5; ip 
^igied for his IdjUia m Q reeky ^.nd VirgU|[>r 
his7]Bclog$ irt Xi^tm.i fpiSpepfer, thieir imitator 
i#ff his Shepheard& C^l^Qdj|.r, is rpnotyned for 
t])e like argument) and honoured far fine poe« 
Jidd inventiqor »rid moft exqujiite wit/^ The 
^o^m ; indeed ' gained fo many admirers as tQ 
pafs through.'^ fii^e:e4itipns while 3pei)fer, livedL 
jYet the. Wflff^c of Spenfer, as the author, ap* 
fief^rs for fome'time to have been not generally 
jki^own. For to^ manufcript tranflation of the 
ffpein into Latia yerfe by John Dove, preferved 
in the ^ Library of Caius College Cambridge, 
a I>edicati6n to the Dean and Subdean of 



.* Vie. in li57ft 1581, 1586, 1^591, 1597. 

*^ Numbered 695 in the valuable coHedtion of mauufcrtpts 
.bek>n|^iog to this fociety. .While 1 was at Cambridge in the 
iummep. of 1803, in fearob of materials for this edition, the 
Manufcript had been miflaid* On its being afterwards found, 
the Mailer of the College very obligingly committed it to the 
care of one of the Fellows who was coming to London, in 
order that I might, without further trouble, make fucb ufe of 
}i ok I (hould trfaonk proper. / I am proud to acknowledge t^ 
mark of literary kindnefs. * . ^ . ; 
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Cbriil (Bborek (Djdbrd >ia •prefixmli .wbich 4liQi««r 
that the tranflator.bad nevet beard of Bpenjgaif^ 
and had never f6en the j^ry?' edition of what Jmi 
hid tranilated. The Dean and Subdeao^ tm 
i/Hiom< this tranilation i is * addreifad, al^e Dr«« 
James and Dri Heton, of whom the formaft 
held the Deanery from 1584 to 1596w It « 
i^markable that the traiiflator fpeaks oftbii^ 
VfUowrted poetn (to adopt the tranflators own 
allufion) as alrtioft buried in oblivion : " Prodiit 
(ornaOfiimi viri) anno falutis 1581 libellia qfui- 
AKa a¥ic-7r^o(i rithmo Anglicano elegant^ a^nm 
pofitus, qui ^ulgaSri* nomine et titulo CalendM 
rium Pailorum infcribebatur, infigniflimo D. P. 
Sidheio dedicatus, cui turn nbviter divulgato 
do6ti vehement^r.applauferimti Quia illuJO;ri0i7t 
mus eques fuo patrocinio nbn indignum jndi-* 
tovit, eundem etiam latinitate donatum in veftri 
n^oninis dignitate apparere volui^veftrum nomeiv 
conjiiinfttm affari, vos patronos afcifcere, partim 
ut aliquam obfervantiis raeae iigni^ttionem 
vobis darem quibus me plurimum debere ag-» 
nofco, partim ut Aoc (^ufciMm jam pen^ dehtiim 
et qua/if epultum^e novo veftrae le6i:ionl fecund^ 
cbmraiendarem ; vel, fi non integrum, fattem 
oSlglogasii^^ 9i etc.; quibus fen/usm^ft longi^ 
<^ivini^i(]bi^s^;.' ^ Spqro yjibis lipn'^ ingr^tum fore 
faoc^^flf^fft 'ftudiintt}' quum aon^ (itis MorceUi# 
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Aon BavideflT, don PaUiKKliyet pilbiiidapoftbH; 
Algrindi, fed Pierci^ et Thomalini, orthodox! 
piyftores^ &c/' Tlie poetical tranflation is by 
no means indifferent ; and there is fubjoined to 
it an Blegy, in very refpe^ble Latin hex^ 
ameters, on the death of Algrmd^ that i^, 
Ar6hbi(hop Grindat^ whom Spenfer defigns^ in 
Ms fifth Efclogue, under ^ that anagrammatick 
fKime ; as in the fetenth he alfo defignl^ Bifl)0{i 
£lmer or Aylmer, under ^ that of MorfeU. 

If Mr. Dove^s tranflation has reprefettted tlra 
feme of the Shepheards Calender As fleepingy 
let us oppofe to his evidence the acknow.ledged 

< * Arcobkhop Grindal a|)f^ears» by thefe cooimtudationt 6f 
Spenfer and Dove, to have been greatly refpedted on account 
Of the mildnefs of bis difpofition. The puVitans claioied hioi, uh* 
jptly* m their o^. Dr^ Drant, another contemporary poet* Xpf 
vhom further mention is prefently made,) wrote and publifhed 
tt' poem alfo in praife of Grindal, which he named, by way of 
^inence,,PniC/ai/* The memory of Grindal indeed will continue 
to be the dbeme of gratitude, while Queen's College Oxford, andl^ 
Pembroke Hall Cambridge, (hall exift. See Strype's Lifb of 
this prelate. 

4 Dr. Elmer or Aylmer, Bifhop of London, excited the dif* 
pltafure of Spenfer perhaps, in confequence of bisceafing to 
inteigh againft the fuperior clergy; for ** when he firft became - 
#preaaber,'' fays Sir John Harington, '' he Mlow^ thefts- 
DtriAr phraie and ftifhioa of the younger divines of tbofe^ 
tymes, which was ib'imfeigkagaSn^tiefiipet^miieioftJitehurck^ 
mm .*<-^f wkieb not loog after, by reading and confei%nee, he 
was throughly cured. — Certain it is, no bi(hop was more p«rfe« 
coieil ind tauntad ly ike fUritaM of iMfort$ then h$ was» hf 
Ijbfldls, by fcofls, by open railing, and privy backbiting.'' 
Brkft View oftke Si^e ^ tkt Ck. rf fing. ISifid. 1($dd, p. It* 
Sea alfo a (lander upon fjiis bifhop re^tt^ KKFutte'e M/fdeniw0 
tojtajf good Chroma h true FaUh, 12mo. Lond. 1580^ p. ^ - 
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li^ty of U(ie poem, witbin the period in; wlii^ 
}]i^, (^eplores its Juppofed buriah w Aibfervieitl 
OQt onk to the folacing the troubled fpurit, but 
|o tbf illufiration of perhaps the mod ftt^rtifft 
fi4rly^£t within the . circle of EngUfh Ittf ratufe^ 
The Logi(^ of the Law I Abraham Frauocie^ 
(a poet as^ well as a barrifter^ and the friend df 
Sir JPhiUp Sidney,) who tells us that ^^ ieaveoe 
y^res; were almoft oTergone him fince he be^ 
gan tp be a medler with Logicall meditatio^y 
publiCbed in 1588 '''The Lawiers Logik^; 
and in his Preface he fays he had read his xm^ 
ditations fix times ovei; within the feven y0skt»^ 
** thrife at S. lohns coUedge in Cambridge, 
thrife at Grays Inne in London. Afiter appti« 
cation of Logike to Lawe/' he continues, "and 
examination, of Lawe by Logike, I made 
playne the precepts of the one by the pradiife 
of the other, and called my booke, The Law* 
yers Ix)gike ; not as though Logike were tyed 

' ^* Tbe Uiwiers Logike^; exemplifying^ thd |M«oepU «f Lo« 
glll^y the pradife of the common Lawe, by Abraham Frauni». 
Li^d. 13SS/' 4to. A poetical Dedication to li^nty E^rle of 
Pembroiyke is pi^eBxed^. Fraunce is a writ^ of v^fts^ ^nd 
(bines particularly as an £ngli(h Itexametryi. His QcfmU^t of 
FmbrQk€$ Yvpchurch^ and bis trauOation of part of Heliodo- 
rufi rfkre ,wiu«»n in melodious dadykimd fpondees* to.lb^ nor 
fi9Hdl {Kliaifatioo of Sidney^ H^Lrvey, &g. Sidney adopted* in 
Im JrcadtOf, almoil every kind^ of La^u verfe for his EngUlb 
(9^3. , Fraunce ai^ears. to have bee9 intima^ with Speoirery, 
ao^ to V have feen tbe Faexie Queene long before it was pub- 
a §«J5. tbe jwjl? ou.iVfcr; ^( 9, i* C. vU,:ftr^i . , . . 
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mly ttnto I#aw, but for that our Law) is moj^fit* 
t& exprefle the prsBcepts of Logike. Yet, be^ 
«auf@ many love Logike that never learne Lawe# 
I have reteyned thofe ould examples of the neof 
Sbepheards Kaknder^ which I fird gathered ; 
an;d dierea^o added theafe alfo out of our 
Law bookes, which I lately collected /' — 1 feleO; 
a pithy illuftration from the tenth chapter of 
the firft book : " Of Oppofites. Oppofites are 
eyther Difparates or contraries. Difparates are 
fundry oppofites wherof one is equally and it| 
Kke manner oppofed unto many. Hobbinoll 
in f Aprill in his fong of Elifa : 

Bring here the pincke^ and purple cullambme^ 
with gelliflowres : 

Bring coronations^ acnd fops in wine^ 8cc.^8cc. 

• ■♦■,.' . 

All which herbes bee equally differing one 
from; anoither, and are therefore Difparates^ 
M. Plowden> Fol. 170. a. b. Mes vn groffQ 
nofme poyet conteigner diners chofes corporal!, 
come Manor, Monaftery, Reftory, Caftell, 
Honor, et tiels femblables. Car eux font 
chofes compound, et poyent conteyner tout en* 
femble meiTuages, terres, prees, bois, et tiels 
femblables/' I will add another inftance, 
Avhich may perhaps entitle me to the thanks of 
the next editor of Plowden, as it exhibits a cor* 
reSion oi that great lawyer ! ^ Of Gontrariw^- 
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Hepaghanl argtimefits bee fiiohr^ cohttknes^' 
^hereof oiiB is fo oppofite: to on^ or; ut the 
raoft to two, as that there cto • naver ^fiy 
tagreement bee found betweene them. So warre 
ife bnely oppofijbe to peace : but covetoafnefr to 
liberalitj and prodigalitie, yet m6r^ to prodk 
gality. Perigot in Airlift : 

Ah Willy, when the hart is iU ^iflayde, 
' ' How can bagpipe or ioynts tie Avell apayde i 

Maifter Plowden, Fol. 467. a. Et iflint il. 
apiert 6??fejr/?/26, (hee fliould liaye %yde rather, 
Repugmncy^) enter les ,deu^ equities.; jca»r^l'un 
abridge, lauter enlarge ; . I'un dyjnyniftia. 
Tauter amplifie ; Tun tolla de le letter^ Tauter 
ad al ceo/' ' , 

ThejTe remarkable circumftances relating to, 
the firft publication, by which Spenfer became, 
diftinguifhed, being noticed; it, is now necef-, 
fary to. turn to his correfpondence with Har- 
vey. And the following Letter will at once/ 
inform us of bis fitup-tion, his employment of 
time, and his expe6lations. 

*^7b the tVorJhipfull his very Jingular good friend^ 
Maijier G. H, Fellow ofT/initie Hall in Cam- * 
bridge. ' ^ ^' 

** Good Maifter C-»-^I perceive by your 
moft curteous and frendly letters your good 

VOL. !• b 
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will to be no lelle in deed, than I alwayes^ 
eflieeined* In recompence wherof, think I be-' 
ieech yoU) that I wil fpare neither fpeeeh nort 
wryting) nor aught elfe, whenfoever and where- 
fi)ever occs^on (hall be ofFred me: yea, I will 
nd; (iny till it be ofFred, but will feeke it in al 
that poffibly I may. And. that you may perr, 
ceive how much your counfel in al things pre- 
vaileth with me, and how altogither I am rialed 
and over-ruled thereby ; I am now deterniineid. 
to alter mine owne former purpofe, and to fub- 
fcribe to your advizement: being notwith- 
fianding refolved ftil to abide your farther 
refolution. My principal doubts are thefe^ 
Firft, I was minded for a while to have inter- 
mitted the uttering of my writings, lieafte, by 
over-much cloying their noble eares, I ftiould 
gather a contempt of myfelf, or elfe feeme 
rather for gaine and commoditie to doe it, {qt 
fome fweetneffe that I have already tailed. 
Then alfo me feemeth the work too bafe for his^ 
excellent Mordftiip, being made in honour of a 
private perfonage linknowne, which of fome yl« 
willers might be upbraided, not to be. fowor- 
thie, as you knowe (he is ; or the matter not 
fo weightie, that it fhould be ofFred to fo 
weightie a perfonage, or the like. The felfe 

• The Earl of Leicefter, I fuppofe. 
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jbiltoer tide ftill liketh me well ynougb, and 
your fine addition no leflfe. If thefe, and the 
like doubtes, maye be of importaunce in yonr 
feietaing, to fruftrate any parte of yoMt advice, 
I b^feeche you, without the lealte felfe love of 
your own purpofe, councell me for the befte : 
alld the rather doe it faithfully e, and carefuUyV 
for' that, in all things, I attribute fo muche t6 
your iudgement, that I am evermore content to 
adnihilate mine owne determinations, in ref^ 
pefte thereof. And indeede for your felfe, to, 
it fitteth with you now, to call your wit's 
and fenfes togither (which are alwaies at call) 
when occafion is fo fairely offered of eftimatioa 
and preferment. For whiles the yron is hoteV 
it is good ftriking, and minds of nobles varie as 
tiieir eftates. Ver&m ne quid durius. 

I pray you bethinke you well hereof, good 
Maifter G. and forthwith write me thofe two 
er three fpecial points and caveats for the 
lionce ; De quibus in fuperioribus ilHs mellitijjt^ 
mis longijjimisq litteris tuis. Your defire to^ 
hfeiire of niy late beeing with hir Maiteftie,' 
muft dye in it felfe- As for the twoo worthy 
gentlemen, ' Matter Sidney, and Matter Dyer,' 

* Sidney and Dyer appear to have been^ particular friends, 
Harvey calls them '* the Caftor and Pollux of poetry.-' In' 
Davifon's Poetical Raufvdie, edit. l602, two paftoral Odes 
are to be found, made ** by Sir P. Sidney upon his meeting 
with his two worthy friends, and fellow*poet€y 5ir Edward 
Dier aiid M. Fulke Grevill/' 
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thqy have ipe, I thanke them, in fome nfkvdf 
familiarity : of ^hom, and to uhame, M\hv^ 
^peachia pafTeth for youre ^rjedite an^ e^HlimtM^ipni 
I lesjtve your felfe to cpnceive, having alwayea 
ib well coi^eived of my upfained. a^e^ioHi an4 
zeale toN^^rdes ypu. And no we tb^y hs^y^ pr^or 
claimed in t\mr dpticaTT^,^ a gen^r^al fprp^^i^ 
9nd filence of b^lde rym^rs, ^nd^ifo ofithe 
yerie befte. to : in fteade whereof, tbey haye^ hy 

• 

authoritie of their wholjB fenate, prefcribed cer- 
takie lawf s and rules of quantities of Englift^ 
^UaMes, for Epgli(h verfe : having bad thet^of 
already great pra6life, and drawen mee to their 
^£bion. Newe bookes I heare of none, ba$ 
only of " or^e, that writing a certaine book?^ 
galled The Schoole of Abi{fcy and d^diqating it 
to Maifter Sidney, wa§; for hys labor fcora^d:; 
if 4it leafte it be ii> the goodpefle of that nature 
to fcorne, Such foUie is it, tiot to regards 
aforehande the inclination and qualitie of him^ 
tb whome wee dedicate ouve bookes. Sucha, 
Ijiighte I happily incurre,entituling My^Slom^ 
bery ancj the pth^rvpamphl?tSj unto h\i?, hQoar^ 

* * Steplien GofTon ; <vhofe book was firft puBlHbed in I5f$. 
He was. a preacher, and a writer of verfes ; noted, acGordii^ 
to Antony Wood, for his admirable penning of paftorals ; yeV 
very fevere' " agaii)(l Poets," Pipers, Players^ end their >E«c- 
pufers," as he is pleaied thus to cl-afs them, in his 64-^ap/c o^f 
J^nfc and in his J^ologie (pubUiiied in th^ fame year) for the 
laid dida^iqk \vur({ !. : \ , ■ ■ ■ '■ . = 

^ ^SmnighU S/Mrnher, .as it is entitled ia tb^ book,£^ll|er's 
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imemt th^m rather t6 Maifter Djer. But I 
am, of late, more in love wytb my Englithe 
^ terfifying, than Avith ryming: whyche I 
ihould have done long fmce, if I would theA 
have followed your councelh Sed tefolum iam 
turn fufpicahar cum Afchamo fapere ; nunc 
Aulam video egregios akre Pdettis Anglicos. 
' Maifter '^ E, K. hartily ddireth to be com'- 
tnended unto your Worftiippe, of whom, what 
^iccotnpte he maketh, your felfe (hall hereafter 
-perceive, by hys paynefull and dutiful! verfes 
4>fv0iirfdfev . > 

Thtis much was written at Weftminfter yeC- 
teirmght; but comming this morning, beeyng 
the fixteenth of Oaober [1579] to Myftreffe 
^KerkeSy to have it delivered to the carrier, I 
receyx^ed youre letter, fente me the lafte weekej 

whereby I |)erceive you otber whiles continue 

. ■ . ■ ' ' . ■ ■ ... w . /• » 

a4drefs to; th^ reader, ^i^re^K^d ta the ,Gomphint^ See the Lift 
of editions. 

y- We lament the perverted tafte of ISpenfer in this refpe<a. 
But he afterwards jpaid little or no attention ,tp tlt^9 vierfifyingj, 
tie means, by verfifying, the unnatural adaptation of Englifh 
^rfe to hsLtm prdfody ; of which further notice i^ prefently 
taken. ' 

* The. commentator on the Skepfiear4i Co/eiMler, V^kof^ 
Jjdbours wepe joined to the poem on its firil i^pearance. By 
. tiie. mentioii of Myftreife Kerkcs, in the next paragraph, fonie 
iiaye been Jed to affign the name o( Edward Kerke to the. old 
^choliaft. Some alfo have not failecl to fuppofe th^t King 
,|nid^,i>e the name ; and, that the, force of gHeffing might no 
furmer go, to imagine even the poet and. the commentator tho 
liameperfon! . 
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your old exerciie of verfifyiug itf Eogliflt^ 
Vnhych glorie I had now thought {boulde ha^e 
bene onely ours heere at London, and .^e 
Court. 

Trufte me, your verfes I hke paffingly well, 
And envye your hidden paines in this kinder or 
rather mahgne and grudge at your felfe, that 
^oulde not once imparte fo muche to me. But, 
once or twice, you make a breache in Maifter 
^ Drant's rules : quod tamen eondmiabimw tant0 
PdetcBj tuccq ipjius majcimce in his rebus autori^ 
tati. You (hall fee, when we meete in London, 
(whiche, wh^n it (hall be, certifye us) howe faft I 
have followed after you in that courfe : beware^ 
leafte in time I overtake you, Veruntamen te 
fohhn fequarj ( ut fctpemm^rd fum profejfus^ 
nunquam fanSafequar, dum vivam. A nd nowe 
requite I you with the like, not with the veirjre 
befte, but with the verye (horteft, namely, with 
B fewe lambickes. I dare warrant, they be 
precifely perfeft, for the feete, (as you c^n eafily 
iudge) and varie not one inch from the rule. J 
will imparte yours to Maifter Sidney, and 

* Among th<; many publications by Drant, I feav« not dif^ 
covered tkefe Ruks ; which may be a fubjedl of deep lamen^ 
tation to Englifh hexanjetrifts, and pentamelrifts, atque id 
genus omne, unlefs they have been more fortunate in their 
fearch ! Tanner*s liit of his publications is copious. Dranl( 
was of St. John's College, Cambridge, afterwards prebendary 
of Chicheiter and archdeacon of Lewes. See liis character im 
Warton'? Bifi. ijf'Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 429* ' ^ 
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Maiiter Dyer, at my nexte going to the courte. 
I praye you, keepe mine clofe to your felfe, or 
ycMir verie entire friendes, Maifler ^ Prefton, 
Maifter ^ Still, and the refte, 

lambicum Trimefrum. 

* Unhappie Verfe ! the witneffe of my unhappie ftate. 
Make thy felfe fluttring wings of thy faft flying 
Thought> and fly forth unto my Love wherfoever ibe be : 

Whether lying reaftlefle in heavy bedde^ or elfe 
Sitting fo cheereleffe at the cbeeri^ boorde^ or eUb 
Playing alone carelefle on hir heavenlie virginals. 

If in bed ; tell hir^ that my eyes can take no refle : 

If at boorde ; tell hir^ that my mouth can eate no meate : 

If at hir vii^inals ; tel hir^ I can heare no mirth. 

** Prefton, firft 6f King's College, Cambridge, afterwards 
Mailer of Trinity Hall, was the author of " A Lamentable 
Tragedy mixed ful of pleafant mirlh, conteyning the life of 
Cambi^s king of Percia, &c." which is faid to have rendered 
the author an objed of ridicule. He wrote alfo. " A geli- 
flower or fwete marygolde, wherein the frutes of teranny you 
may beholde/* See the Biographia Dramatica, Art. Prefton, 
(Thomas) and Cambyfes. See alfo Bibliograph. Poetica. 

^ Still, who was afterwards biihop of Bath and Wells, is be- 
lieved to be the author of Gammer Gurtons Needle, the earlieft 
exhibition of what " looks like a regular comedy" in our lan- 
guage. See Biograph, Dram. Art. Still, (John) and Malone's 
liiji. Ace, of the Eng, Stage. " His breeding,'' fays Sir John 
Hariiigcon, '^ was from his childhood in good litterature, and 
partly in muflck, which was counted in thofe days a prepara- 
tive to d|viuitie. — 'To conclude of this biihop, without flatterie,» 
I hold him a rare man for preaching, for arguing, for learning, 
for living." Brief e View of t/te State of the Church rf England 
a» Q. £/iz, ^wwe, &C. edit. ^653. 12rao. p. II9. . . 

^ Admitted into Davifon*s Poetical Rapfodie, edit. 161I. 
And fince reprinted in Warton's Obfervations on the ta^rifi 
Queene, in Waldron's lAterary Mvf^umt and in Neve's Cur/^r^ 
Remarks on the EngUJh Poets. 
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Quae4; placent oculis, Formas, Spedacida^ Amoies^ ' 
Conculcare foles ut humum^ & ludibr^ fens&s ; 
Digna meo certe Harveio^ fententia digna 
Oratore Amplo^ & generofo pe3t>re^ qiiam non 
Stoica formidet veterum fapientia^ vinclis 
Sancire seterois ; iaper baud tamen omnibus idem. 

^ Dicitur effsed proles facimda Laert2e> 
Quamlibet ignoti ja^ta per aequora coeli^ 
Inq; procellofo longum exful gurgite^ ponto 

' Prse iameti amplexu lachrymofie conjugb^ ortus 
Caeleftes^ divibnq; tboros fpreviffe beatos : 
Tandim Amor^ & Mulier^ vel amore potentior^ Ilium ; 
Tu tainen illudis (tua Magnificentia taDta eft) 
Praeq; fubumbratik fplendoris imagine^ tanti 
'Prseq; illo^ meritb famofis^ nomine parto ; 
Csetera quae vecors uti numina vulgus adorat> 
Praedia^ Amicitias^ Armenia^ Peculia^ Nummos^ 
Quaeq; placent oculis^ Formas^ Spe3acula^ Amores^ 
Quaeq; placent ori^ quaeq; auribus^ omnia temnis ; 
Nae tu grande fapis ! (Japor atjapientia non eft,) 
Omnis & in parvis bene qui fcit defipuiffe^ 
Saepe fupercilijs pahnam fapientibns aufert ; 
Ludit Ariftippum modo tetrica turba fophorum ; 
Mitia purpureo moderantem verba tyranno^ 
Ludit Ariftippus di3amina vana fophorum^ 
Quos levis emenfi male toiquet culicis umbra* 
£t quifquis placuifie ftudet heroibus aftis^ 
Defipuifle ftudet ; fie gratia crefcit ineptis. 
Deniq; laurigeris quifquis fua tempora vitti» 
Infignire volet^ populoq; placere faventi^ 
Defipere infanus dicit^ turpemq; pudenda^ 
Stultitiae laudem quaerit. Pater Ennius unus 
DiSus^ innumeris fapiens ; laudatur at ipfe 
Carmina ve&no fiidifle loquentia vino : 
Nee tu^ (pace tu&^) noftri Cato maxime s^li^ 
Nomen hosorati fecnim-mereare Poetae^ 
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Quantumvis Ukifiipe canas^ 8c nobHe cs^rmeti, ' 

^iihAUre\e\\^'^ &cjitdt(mim omnia plena! * 

Tuta fed in medio fupereil via giu^te ; nam qui 

Nee reliquis nimium vult deiipuifle videri. 

Nee iapuifle nimis^ fapienlan dixeris ; umim 

Hinc te merferit tuida^ ittnic combi^erit ignis y ' 

Nee tu delicias nimis afpeiHaie fluentes^ ' 

Nee fero Dominam venientem in vota^ nee aurum. 

Si fapis, oblatum : Curijs ea Fabrieijfq; 

Linque, viris miferis miferanda fophifmato^ quondam 

Grande fni decus ij, nofiri fed dedecus aevi ; 

Nee feSiare nimis ; res utraq; crimine pkna. 

Hoc bene qui callet (fi quis tamen hoc bene callet) • 

Scribe vel invito fapientem hunc Socrate folum. 

Vis facit una pios ; jufto^r facit altera^ Sc alt ta 

Egregie cordata^ ac fortia pe6tora; ; verilm 

Omne tulit punSum qui mijcuit utile duki, 

Dij mihi dulce diu dederant^ veriim utile nunquam ; 

Utile nunc etiam^ 6 utinam qubq; dulce dediffent ! 

Dij mihi^ quippe dijs aequalia maxima parvis^ 

Ni nimis invideant mortalibus efle beatis^ 

Dulce fimul tribuifle queant^ fimul utile ; tanta 

Sed Fortuna tua eil^ pariter quaeq; utile qiueq; 

Ducle dat ad placitum : faevo nos fydere nati ' 

Qusefitum imus eam per inhofpita Caucafa lopgd^ 

Perq; Pyrenaeos montes^ Babylon^; turpem ; 

Quod ii quaefitum nee ibi invenerimus^ ingeos 

^quor inexhauilis permenfi eiroribus ultra 

Fluftibus in medijs focij quaeremus Ulyflis 3:^* 

Paffibus inde deam feffis comitaUmui; aegram^ ^ 

Nobile cui furtum quaerenti defuit orbis : 

Namq; fmu pudet in patrio^ tenebrifq; pudendis^ 

Non nimis ingenio Juvenem infoelice virentes 

Officijs frufhtl deperdere vilibus annos ; 

Frugibus 8c vacuas fperatis cemere fpicas. ? 

Ibimus erg6 fiatim ; (quis eunti fauft^ {Nrecetut 7X 
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£t pede clivQifasrftfibadidiadmnus AipoB* 

Quis dabit intecesi condiUs rore BritannOi 

Quis tibi Litterulas, quis caimen amore petulcum ! 

Mufa fub Oebalij defueta cacum ne montisj 

l*1ebit inesfaaufto tarn longa ^ntia planSu^ 

Lugebitq; &cnim iacrymis HeUcona tacaiteBi : . 

Harveiufq; bonus (charus licet omnibus idem) 

Idq; f^o mesito prope fuavior omnibus^ unus 

Angelus & Gabriel^ qiiainvis comitatus amicis 

Innumeris^ €e&d6mq; chorb ftipatus amaeno^ 

Jmmerito tamen unum abfeutem fop^ requiret; 

Optabitq; Utim^ mens his Edmundus adeffetj^ 

Qui novdfcripjiffety nee amoves conticvijfet 

Ipfejuos ; & faep^ ammo verbiiq; bisnignb 

Faufta precaretur^ Deus ilium oHquando reducat ! &c. 

Plura vellem per Charites, fed non licet per Mufas. Vale, 
Vale plurimi!im^ Mi amabiliffime Harveie, meo cordi, meprum 
omnimn long^ chariiiune. 

I was minded alfo to have fent you fome 
EngliQi vexfes, or rjmes, for a farewell : but, 
by my troth, I have no fpare time in the world, 
to thinke on fuch toyes, that you knowe will 
demaurfd a freer head than mine is prefently. 
I befeeche you by all your curtefies and graces, 
let me be anfwered, ere I goe ; which will be, 
(I hope, I feare, I thinke) the next weeke, if I 
can be ^ difpatched of my Lorde. I goe thither, 
as fent by him, and maintained moft-what of 
him : and there am to employ my time, my 

y 

f • See the quotation, however, prefently cited from Harvey'a 
iftfwer to t(6i» Letter, 




body^ my nsindei, to bis honoui^s ibmce; Thus, 
with many fiiperlja.rtie commendations and re- 
comoiiendations tp your felfe, aiftl all my frjiende^ 
withypH,;J exkde my kft f^rjBWell, ^tpttlnnk^^ 
tiny more tQ writq to you beforeN I goe: an^s 
with all qommitting to your Mthfull* Gre^ence) 
the eternall Riemorie of our , ever lafting friendr. 
Oiip; thfj inviolai^ble ro^mprif^ of oi^r vi?pfpat^4 
feiendftiippe; the facred xn^iUQri^ of our voiwed 
friendfliip ; which I befeech yptj continue witl^ 
ijfu^ll ' writings, ajs you may; and of all things^ 
kt m^ hearq fom^ newies frcjm. jp]u^ A$ geptlq 
M. Sidney, I thapke his gopd wprftiip, hftth 
required ojf me, and ip promifed to doe againe^ 
Qui monetj ut facias^^ quod jfim facts ; you 
knowe the reft. You may al^ayes fend them- 
moft fafely to me by Mifti-efle Kerke, and by^ 
none other. So once^ againe, a^d yet :opcQ^ 
morej farewell .mpft hartily, njine pwne goocj 
Mafter H. and love me, as I Ipve you, md^ 
thinke uppn .poore Immeiito^ as he thinketl^. 
upponyou. , 

Leycefter Houfe^ this l6 of Oaober, 1579 V 

Per THare^ per terras, 

Vifcu^y moriuufq; 

' ' ^ TuiiB Immeritov'^ ' * ^ 

* He fays in a former part of'tliU letter 'ttiat it ^ad th^^ 
^(tentk^^y of month* See p* xxu Thei (ib»|e 4.at flriainqfii^* 
cIu(ion, - ia the origiual publicatioD, is therefor^ ^ miftak'e. 



fluii^ wbidb Jjrou know ' ?? I^fteefii^ of -grtatei 
i«ihie thaisi d. Itbe gokLar mid Mver in my .pwiili 

yiw/e,r beci^ane waer Jtti^ for id ffour faying^ 
mi^r the\ nm!t nm* th& nexte wtek^f And 
iodeedrit tnay juftly be dedbtedwhethcrr Spenfet 
"mm ever ^mpJtiy^d on this intended comiQifiLooi) 
irfUfchv ffome edF his hiogiisDpheTS have: afibrt9d$ 
eonftitaitedrhiin Agentrfor the Earl ef*Lei!ee(l(to 
ifi^ {Fra»it;e: aittli otiier fbr^ign: couatrioi^^ i £W^ 
lijr tberdate^ol Spenfer's next Letter rtorHarvey^ 
wefihd htm fttll sn London; and am intemral o^ 
lifs than fix. months onely had dbipfed, vfinca 
bis mention .of/ati:appointment ; a period hardly> 
fufficient to have allowed him the exercife of 
fnch an appointmeniy even in a fmaH degrees^ 
in regard to which we have alfo -no further 
membriU. ■ ,, \ 

^ Dr. Percy^ ll>c prefent bifhop of Droraore, potTeflr^s,' as f 
have been inforraed by Mr. Cooper Wailker, fonpte ibookd \vbich: 
belonged to Harvey; in;whicb are nianufcript notes bjthig 
friend of Spfeoierj I have feen the foHowing pieces, wiiich 
V7ere aS**!^ p^ pf Harvey '^library, and are nQW.(bou&d iiron^. 
volume) in the pofleflion of James Bindley, Efqi, »in wliich are 
ieveral obfervations written likewife by Harvey^ applicable to. 
the fiahjeds of the feveral pieces ; ingiden tally commeuding Gaf- : 
coigne^bifliop Wivtfon, Cheke, and Afcham ;.and (bewioga greai» 
4t£acfaiiieot to ItalEaniiter^tiire, the tofteiindteed of that periocU 
. 1.. Medea, Tragedia di M. Lodovico Dolce, Venet. 15()6. - 

2. Thiefte, Tragedia di M. L. Dolce, Venet. 1566, 

3* Hecyba> et Iphigenia in Aulide, Erafmo Roterodluno^ 
interpretej ^c.,1507. • 

4w ^11 Italian Grammar, written in Latin by Soipio Lenttilo|» 
a Neapolitan, and turned into Eoglifb by li* G; li575«-' 
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* Before I prefent the reader with Spenfer'4 
next Letter to Harvey, it is neceffary to obferve 
tiiat bis firil Letter, already given, affefta the 
eredibility of his ' pretended introdu6iion to 
PJiilip Sidneys on account of his preientatioii 
to him of the ninth Canto of the firft Book of 
the Faerie Queene ; for it fliews that he Mas^ 
known to Sidney previoufly to the pubhcatiaii 
of the Sheplieards Calender in 1579- This in-^ 
tontrovertible fei6i refutes the opinion aHb of a 
very elegant writer, and of others lefs knowo 
to fame, ^ that " the Dedication of the Shej^ 
heards Calendar feems to have procured Speafer 
his firft introdu£tion to Sir Philp Sidney/' 

In Spenfer's fecond Letter to Harvey, fome 
interefting remarks concerning his works occur. 
** To my hug approoved and Jingular good 
frende; Majier G. H. Good Mafter H.- I 
doubt not but you have fome great important 
matter in hande, which al this while r^ftraineth 
youre penne, and wonted readineflfe in provoking 
me unto that, wherein your felfe now faulte; 
If there bee any fuch thing in hatching, I pray 
.you hartily, lette us knowe, before al the worlde 
lee it. But if happly you: dwell altogither in 

* ^ ' ■ 

* Life of Spenfer, prefixed to the folio edition of his Works 
in 1679 ; &nd Hughes's Life of Speuft^r, prefixed to both fiii 
^itioDs of^ the Works. 
. > Ellis's Specimens of the early Enflijh FutUf Art, Spenfir. 
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JulUmans eourte, and giVe your fclfe to bd de^ 
Youred of fecreate ftudies, as of likelyhood you 
doe : yet at leaft imparte fome your olde, oir 
ndwe, Latine, or Engliilie, eloquent and galla»| 
poefies to us, from whofe eyes, you faye, ytitt 
keepe in a manner nothing hidden. ^ 

" Little Jiewes is here ftirredr but that olde 
greate matter ft ill depending. His^ Honouri 
never better. I thinke the Earth quake ^wasaHb 
there wyth you, (which I WiOuld gladly iearne^ 
as it was here with us ; overthrowing divers old 
buildings, and peeces of churches. Sure very 
ftraunge to be hearde of in thefe countries^ and 
yet Theare fome faye, (I know not howe tvuely) 
thai they have knowne the like before ih their 
dayes. Sed quid vobis videtur magnis Phih^ 
fophis? ^ 

*'. I like your late Engliihe Hexameters fo ex^ 
Ciee^ngly well, that I aifo enure my penne fome'- 
time in that kinde: whyche I fynd indeede, as I 
have heard you often defende in w^orde, neither 
£q harde nar faharftie, that it will eafily and &iteljr 
yeelde it felfe to oure moother tongue, FoV 
the onely, or cbiefeft hardneflfe, whyche feex«etb, 
is in the accente ; > whyche fometime gapetb, 
and as it were yawneth ilfavouredly ; comming 
ilQ^rte of that it fhouldi and fometime exceeding 

,» 

* Tlie Ead of Lek^en ^ 



. > 



<ifeHtr^«B(eftfur6 of the nuojb^r, ^^ in. Cmpfinf^ti 
\h^ IBiddk Jillohih heiogntf^^ flbprte ir> fpe^chie^ 
vrbea it flb^ bo read io^g ia "v^rfe^ feeine!d> 
llU hiue^oflbg, tb^t, diwveth one l4gg.^ 
lifter hir : and Heaven^ beeing ufed (borta^^ 
one fillable ,>vben it is in;Verf^,dretcbed' Qut 
with a diaftole, is like a lame dogge that holdes 
lip one legge. But it is to be wonne "with 
puftomiB, an.d rough words muft be, fubdued 
jj^tb ufe. For, why a God's name may not w?^ 
fts ™ elfe the Greekes,^ have the ki^pgdome of 
Pvir.o)\'ne language, and meafure our, accep^^ 
]^y ibe foujide, referving the quant;itie to th^ 
yerJT^ ?— Loe here I let you fee no^y olde qfe of 
toying in rymes, turnpd in^to your artificial 
ftraightneflie of \^xfe hy xh\s Tetrq/iicqn^. I 
befeech you tell me your fancie, without pju^- 
cialitie, , . • ., ^ i 

: :8ee yee the bKnifefoulfled ptetie goclt ^a^ f^hexfA vnifm^ 
Of Ipyers miferies which maketh h|8 biopdiie game f 
Wote ye why, his moother with a veale hath covered hit 

"- r^fiifteme, leaft he my Loove bapp^fy tdhaiaice to^^^ be* 
holde."— 

I fliould have omitted the preceding pa^a^ 
bTtl|rli> for the &me reafon as I have biobitt^ 
Barv^y^^ criticifm, if I had thought it jufti-r 
H&He to vi'ithold frorti the reader any poetiea^ 

."* £(/eis fmbsk]^% Skmifytmt(q^ais^ota(f&. >. i. > ^ Oi > 

c 2 
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fragment of Spenfer ; for to the name of poetry 
thefe Englifli hexameters and pentameters, by 
the expreffion of the author, evidently pretend; 
as does the wretched couplet immediately ioU 
lowing: 

" That \»hicli I eate, did I ioy, and that which I greedilj 
gorged; 
*' Ab for thofe many goodly matters Icafl I for others,* 

' Spenfer afterwards requefts Harvey to ien^ 
him the Rules and Precepts of Art which he 
ohfer\ es in quantities ; or elfe to follow thofe 
which Drant had devifed,' Sidney improved, 
and himfelf augmented ; left their difcrepancy 
in this important point Ihould deftroy each 
other's fyftem! Spenfer proceeds: 

** Trufte me, you will hardly beleeve what 
greate good liking and eftimation Maifter Dyer 
had of youre ^ fatyricall verjes^ aftd I, fince the 
vicJwe thereof, having before of my felfe had 
fpeciall liking of Engii/ke verfifying^ am evea 
nowe aboute to give you fome token what, and 
lwfw£ well therein, I am able to doe: fpr, ta 

° Spenfer, it feetns, had prefixed to thefe (atyrical verfes a 
Sdnitet. Siee H^rte|y*s 'Foure Letters, ami certaine Swikels^ 
lf^9f^ ^\fp F. 3. ().^\The^e ^arvey^ havip| gi.ve^ a ^ozexi of l)i«^ 
own hexameters, adds; ^* the verfe is not vnfcngwfen ;^ and 
ratmeth in one of tliofe tnfait/ncaU Saiyteiy whkli M* Spencer 
\w$ f>nce embra(;ed with an overlooving Soupet; a token o( 
mstitfedibn, not a teftimony of hys iudgement" The Sonnet ii 
ioft ; as 18 another poem alfo, of which £. K. has given us a hue 
141 his notes oa the (ii^ Cclogiie of \L&'SJi^curd§ CaJoftden 
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IfeU you tFueth, I liaynde ftiortly, at cbnvenieht 
ieyfui-e, to fette fopthe a booke in .thiaiftinde^ 
"whyche I i entitle, Epithalamion Thamejis ; 
wiiyche booke I dare undertake wil ibe very 
profitable for the kilo wledge, and rare for the 
^rivfention, and manner of handling. For, M\ 
i^ttirig forth the niaifri'4ge of th^ Thames^ 'I 
ihevre hi» vfirfl beginning and off^pringy and aU 
the ^countrey that he paflfeth thorough, and alfo 
'defcribe all the rivers throughout Englande, 
whychecame to thi« wedding, and their righte 
names, and right paflTage, &c. a worke, beleev/e 
me, of; much labour,, wherein, notwithftanding, 
Mafter Holjnfned hath muche furthered and 
advantaged me, who therein hath beftowed 
lingular paines, in fearching oute their courfe, 

til tiiey fall into the fea. 

i • ■•> . ■' ■■ ... 

O Titf, Jiqmd> ego, 
Ecquid erit pretii ? 

^Ut of' that more hereafter. Nowe, my 
DreameSy ami Dying BeUicane^ 'beirig ftiHy 
finiftied, (as I partelye fignified in my lafte 
ietters) and prefentlye to bee imprinted, I wil 
in hande forthwith with my "^ Faerie Queene^ 

o This is a dire^l proof that Spenfer had begun his great 
' ptDem ;; he defires tli€ opinion of his friend upon it ; which, as 
*wejhall prefently fee, was not calculated to encourage the 
grdour of the poet. 

o3 
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inent at Cambrifige ; arfd of \^hich fp^^g ^f 
illiben^ remark no other fpecimen, I conceive,- 
is neceflary. What he fays of Spenier's fifltflied 
and intended poetry, is too important to h^ 
omitted:: " Commende mee to thine ownegood 
felfe, and tell thy Dying PeUicane^ and thy^ 
DreameSj from me, I wil now l«ave dreaming^ 
any longer of them, •til with thefe eyas I fee 
^em forth indeede:' And then againe, I- 
itriagine your • Mc^gnificenza will holde iis in», 
fufpenfe as long for your * nine Engliflt Cmmt-'^ 
diesj and your Latine Stemmata Dudkianai^ 
whiche two fhal go for my mony, when all i% 
done; efpeciallye , if you woulde but beftow^ 
one fevennights poUiftiing and trimming uppoti 
eyther: Whiche, I pray thee, doe for ray plea-* 
fare, if not for their fake, nor thine owne^ 
profile,'' There i^ alfo an allulion in it (worthy 
pf quotation) to the 'puritanical controverfies 
which. had exifted ^t Cambridge ; in regard to 
one of which Spenfer had already expreffed a 
flrong opinion : '^ No more adoe about "^ cappaii 

^ An ^Hufion to the Faerie Queeve. See Spenfer's Letter to 
Sir Walter Raleigh : *' \n the perfon of Prince Arthure J fette 
Ibrth Maguijlkifive^ III particular, ^'c.** 

' See further rerparjcs pii ihefe nine Comedies In a fubfequenti 

page. 

" Xhe oppofitiou to the " apparell and garments*' prefcribed 
by the Church of England, had indeed riien to fuch a height, 
»s to occafion " A Declaration in the name and defence of 
cerUiae Miuifters iu London, r^fufyug to weare the apparell 



gotten : 1Hi6 < man fo\k i?^ot 6f, ci»foniableV. 
witb hb fquBtre 'csfjppe on his roUiide^adeci aii(i 

^ After the Letter^ fi*m which th^pr^ding^ 
es^trafts have beenttta^J^, tJiere^folloxVs, w the^ 
faihe^blicat?io»,attother without date, en'titledv 
^'^^'A ^^gaUiftt familiar Xettef, containiog a*! 
ai^were to that of M. Itnmeritb, with Sundry 
p^dper examples, and loitie preeepts, oF ob^r 
Bngliflie ^reformed Verfifying/' Of exaiii|>l0» 
tvbich fupply o<;cafioil priflcipitlly for animadl' 
veHion, and of precepti^ which adiotiimfter ncJ 
fervice to Englifti literature^ extenfive notice,, a^ 
J have- before hinted, is hardly nequifitei* Pre- 
fixed, however, to the author's JSncomii/m Lauriy 
(one of his examples^ is a curious remark ad- 
dreffed toSpenfer: " Thinke uppoh Petrarches 

■ " - ' • r 

Arbor vittoriofa, tiiomfale, • * . . 

Ohor d* imperadori e di poete : 

prefcribed by tbe lawes and orders of the j:eal(ne :" wbick 
gav^ Hfe'to " A briefe examination" of the -fatneiih' which 
the judgements of Peter Martyr and Bucer, on the point, are 
intioduced, 4to. bl. 1. Impr. by R. Jugge. Spenfer's afie^tion 
to the non-confoxmiiis in this circfimi&nee, ia* vifible in the 
feventh Eclogue of bis Shephcards Calender, 

* Cartwright was a noted nou*confornii(l as well as a fcbolar, 
axid i3 faid to have been encouraged by the Earl of Leiceiler 
(Spenfer's friend) in the well-known oppofition to Whitgift. 
See Ifaac Walton's Life of Hooker. Cartwright had beefl 
fellow of Trinity College, Cambri%p \ and was Lady Mar* 
garet's Profefibr of Divinity, iu the year when Sp6nfer became 
» member of the Univerfity. 
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T/^d of Oiitf^i^ rattling btfridle of Eflglifii 
hexameters !" Of which here followes a fpeci- 
men, as it refpeCis the fierxhfajhioned apparel ■: 

• . - ■ ■ i 

» ' ■ . . . « ■ 

^. " For life Magnificoes^ not a beck but glorious in fliew,'— * 
'^ Straite to the dock^ like a fbirte ; and clofe. to the bntcl^ 

like a uivelihg : ' 

^' A Bttlc api(h hatte, co^thed hft to the pate, like «i 

oyfter: . ji ^ . 

^' French camarick ruffes, deepe wkh a witneflfe^ fiarche4 

to the purpofe. ■ t 

^' JDelicate ip fpeach, queynte in araye, conceited in all 

poyntes ; 
i' Ip cpurtly guylesj a paflk^ fingqlar odde man ; , 
'^ For Grallantes a brave Myrrour, 8cc.'' ' ' 
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"' In the. next obfervable part of Harvey'? 
I^et.ter, is a metamorphofis of Spenfer's Em- 
blems to his third Eclogue into the new-fangle<J 
hexameters ; an irifult to firoplicity, not indeed 
dire6Uy offered by Harvey himfelf ; as it is the 
'produ6lion, it feiems, of his pupil in this art of 
^^K/ify^^^S ' which, however, he tranfcribes with 
tipparent ecftafy, and complacently adds, id 
refpefl; to the barbarous transformation^ ^nd to 
other fpecimens of his difciple's rapid progrefs, 
'• ^ot pq^ng a worde or two correBed by met ^ 
After jefting with Spenfer on the probability 
of his •* living by Dying PellicaneSy and pur* 
chafing great la ndes and lordfliippes with th§ 
money which his Calendar and Dreames have 
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[iliFbrded} and will afFourde him ;'' he proceeds 
with the criticifm on the Dreams ^ already 
cited ; and he adds this cold and taftelefs re- 
mark upon the Faerie Queene : ** In good faith 
I had once a^ine nigh forgotten i/our F&erie 
QueMne: howbek, by good chaunce I have 
howe fent hir homfe at the lafte, neither in 
fcetter nor worfe cafe than I founde hir. And 
muft you, of neceffitie, have my judgement of 
hir in deede ? To be plaine ; I am> voyde of al 
judgement, if your ^ nine ComctdieSj whereunto^ 
in imitation of Herodotus, you give the names 
of the Nine Mufes, (and in one mans faniie 
riot unworthily,) come not iieerer Arioftoes 
ComxtdieSy eyther for the finenfeffe of plauiible 
€jlocution, or the rareneife of f)oetical invention, 
than that ElviJIi Queene doth to his Orktnc'o 
Furiofo; which, notwith(tanding,^ou wilneedei 
feeme to emulate, and hope to overgo, a^ you 

^r^ ^e« p. .Y. .&c, ^ 

* " it is to be lamented," fays Mr. -Cooper Walker in a 
Hlter: ta me, *[ tliat Spepfer^s niw Cofn^dics^ {o much extolled 
by Harvey, are loft. It is fuppofed they were not dramatick 
^deiwi^but a'feries of Jiries in nine divifions like the Teares of 
tAe Mi{f€Sy and that to each divifion was given the denomiaation 
of Comedy ; the author, ufing that t^rm in the wide fenfe in 
v^hidfi^ It Wte enfipFoyi^d by Danl^ . Boccacio« and other early 
Italiaf^ writers. But I think the: words of ft arvey are decifive 
Va regard to the form of thefe pieces. For the Comedies of 
AiteSo, !lQ;whicb be. compare. <tNe;Cour)ediQs of Spenfer, and 
jto whi^h he thinks t(iey co$^e/o m<fr, are regular dramas ; as 
|(/e'the <t^medi^s of Brbiena, Mbchtavellii and Ar^titto, with 

yh^:bj^cji»flfi«tiieau'' . •:; j 1 : ., ; . 
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fliady fprottdled yourfelfin oneof yoteif laft.Iiel^ 
tevB. JJefides thdt, you know it bath beneithe 
ufual prd^life of ithe moft ^xquifite and : odde 
wittes in all nations, and fpecially in lialm§ 
mtber to &ew^ ajn4 ^dvaupce tlij^mfd\je3 jthat 
way than any other; as naracly^ thofe thre$ 
dyfcourfing heads, Bibiena, Machiavel, an(| 
Aretine, did, (to let Bembo and Ariofto pa(re,j| 
with the great admiration and wondermerit of 
the whole ^ count rey ; being indeede, reput^4 
matchable in all points, both for cpnceyt of 
ivitte and eloquent deGypheririg^ of matters; 
either with Ariftophanes and' Menanddy ia 
Greek, or with Plautus and Terence in Latin^ 
or with any other in any other tong. Byt I 
wil ncA ftand greatly with you in your own« 
mattersi If fo be the s Faery Queene be fftirer 
in your cie than the Nine Mufes, and Hoi*- 
goblin ,r^nne away with the garland froin 
A|)ollo ; marke what I faye; and yet I will not 
fay that [which] I thought; but there an end 
for this once, and fare you well till GckI, bt 
fome good Aungell, putte you in. a .better 
mind/' 

To this injudicious opinion of the Faerie 
Queene, are fubjoined fpme amatory couplets; 
written by Harvey at the requeft of ^' an honeft 
courjtrey gentleman ^ his friend, (as he relates,) 
who defired to prefent bis iniftrefs with ft 
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riiymirig tolien of his afiei^ioti. They are ad«f 
dteflki " Tlo my good Miftneffe Anne, thd 
rtry lyfe of my lyfe, &c/* arid begin-; 

'^ Gentle Miftreffe Anne, t am plaine by nature : 
^' I was never fo farre in love With any tre^tUre^ 8tc." 

and I have mentioned them only to refcue 
Spenfer from the charge of having composed 
them; for Mr. Chalmers has ^ faid, that 
Shakfpeare doubtlefs faw thefe verfes of Spenfer ; 
which he contends are the precedent for Shak- 
ipeare's epiftle, and the archetype of his vejrfes^ 
to Anna Hatherrewaye. To the poetical 
offences of Spenfer, however, thefe rhymes are 
clearly not to be added. — 

To return to Spehfer's employments: If, as 
* it has been fuppofed, his journey to the con- 
tinent did not take place; he (lid not, however^ 
remain long a ftranger to the buiinefs of aftive 
Jife. i In July 1580, ^Arthur, Lord Grey of 
Wilton, departed from England as Lord 
liieutenant for Ireland; * to whom Spenfer 

^ Apology for the Believers of the Shakl\3eare MSS. p. 17,6. 

* See the Life of Spenfer, prefixed to Churches edition of the 
JFaer. Qu. and the Biograph. Brit. 

^ The very importaut Inllru^ions to this Nobleman, on his 

appointment to the vice-royalty, are in the manufcript Library 

at Lambeth Palace ; and numbered 600^ p. ^36. Dr. Wilkins, 

formerly Librarian at Lambeth, has confounded this nobleman 

^ith Lord Leonard Gray. 

C < Phillips, the nephew of Milton, in his Theatrum Poeiarvm 
Anglicanorumy publiflied in l675, relates that Sir Philip Sidney 
procured Spenfer thfe a{)pointmcni of Secretary to Sir Henry 
Siduey ; and that, upon Sir Henry's return to England, l^pea- 
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w»s appointed Secretary. In the Sidney 
PapejrsyiipiubliChed by Collins, there is an e)^ 
cellent ** Letter of Sir Henry Sidney to thki 
nobleman, on account of his promotion, aqd 
with a view to aflift his ^idminiftration i Sir 
Henry having afted in that kingdom, as Lprd 
Juftice or Lord Deputy, about eleven years. 
To Sir Henry Sidney alfo Lord Grey was 
allied ^ arid Sir Henry had married the Earl 
of Leicefter's fifter. Spenfer, therefore, we 
may reafonably fuppofe, was particularly ihr 
debted, on this occafion, to the recommcnda- 
tion of Lord Leicefter. Lord Grey was re- 
called in lo82. And with him Spenfer pro- 
bably returned tp England. 

Of this nobleman Spenfer has made frequent 
mention, in his View of the State of Ireland; 
defending his reputation againft hafty cenfures; 
.aflerting, m ith afFe6tionate zeal, his glory ; and 
fexpreffing, with amiable gratitude, his obliga- 
tions to him ; on which point he dwells more 

fer's employment alfo ceafed. This account is evidently errc- 
h^ous. It ii worthy of remark, however, that a Mr, Spencet 
was employed in a cmfidential capacity, under the Irifli admi- 
iiiltration foon after Sir Henry's time. But this perfon was an 
aged inau. See an account of the important employments on 
which he was deputed to England in the Lambelh MSS, No. 597*. 
pp. 360, 3()1, 362, 366y kc. Sir William Pelham, Lord Juftice 
of Ireland, fpeaks of this Mr, Spencer with great refpcd, ftyling 
him " his brother Spencer, as now grow inge into yeares, and 
having many waies deferved fome confideration from her M^ 
ii^ftie/' This letter is dated JuJy U, 1580. ^ 

^ Vol. i. p. 279, «ic. 



!r HE MITE 0iF; .S PJSTSBR. xlii 

|>arttculhr^ ' in' tbe Sonnet fent to ii^^ Lof dihip 
with 'the firft editkui of the Faerffe Qti^etie; 
To die iatereil of Lord Gr6y^ joined- Ifo that of 
Xord lieicefter and*8in;PhiHpSklney, Spenfer 
probably owed the' grant * from Queen £li2si4* 
bethoiftSQSIS acres in the county of Cotk, but 
6f the forfeited lands dF the Earl.of Dfefmdrid* 
The grant is faid to be dated ^ Jntt6)27. 1586. 
In the OQober following he loft his friend and 
l^^ron^. Sir Philip Sidney ; whofe ddath he has 
t^ndeidy lamented 'in the paft(^l . Ekgy^ en4 
titled Afbop^hel ; and. whom he has taken man j 
4^portunkies of intrbducirig into his |)6etry as 
S' model bf virtue and honour and learnings as 
weU as the theme of his own affdflion* Stdnejr 
indeed was univer&Uy / admired,- @kd beloved) 
a^fter thijS melancholy event, he repaired! again 
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^I^V It hua been lately mentioned by an elegan^ ^^^^ft^i ^?,^^^^ 
Of tlie poet's fituatipn under Lord Grey in 15^0, fbat " he wroto 
^.ii^feourj^ <m thi StiiU of Ireland, containing ni«i^ jiMjici<>u$ 
observations "on the fcheuies pf policy proper ibi* that c;o^BtI:y<. 
Uife ftrvicfes tb th6 crovirn wet-d reWarded with ^ grant 6ii02Sl 
a^r^ ijilthq jcmpty of ^Glprki 4cc/' px. iAiKin's^^c^i^ijfe of 
Spenfer's Life, &c. prdixed to the edition of the po'^ms in 180:|. 
This feems to imply that Spenfer's View of the State of Ireland 
tiati Qccaltoned the royal bpikityi ' Bui that is a ihifta k«. The 
¥iew^tthe Stat6 of Irelaad wHs not Avritten beipr^ I&96, as I 
IbaiL prefeathf ih^dw In 'my remarks on this eminent proof :ol 
Spenfer's politidal abilities; ; ^ - i;!* 

^l!^ 'JDn Birch's Life of Spenfer^ prelked to th6 editioa of the 
Faerie Queene in 1751 ; and the Biograph; Brit, / 

; /I; Ojidys, in liis ibanufcfipt additions to Winftanley'^'S Ltv^srof 
|t^ Engliih Popes, fays '^4hatile iroul^ mu^rup two handred 
authors who had fpoken in praife of Sir Philip Sido^/'- -•' -^i*' 
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to IrtlaiK], being indeed obligedv ' by die r^p^ 
patent^ to -cultivate t\m bmd affigned tohiia^^ 
: rJJJhe TOfide&ce of Spenfer! u^s at Kileabflatt 
in the Coonfy of Cork. It is tkus deCeribdl 
biptito la/ble topogfaphetr. "^ ^^^ Two miles Nordi^ 
:ireft.of Doneritale is Kidoolmanf a nliiied^caAli 
<»f thelEWk of Defmtmd^ but more c^kbfktdd 
for being tbe refidenee of tbe immoittal'Speiifei# 
M4ere'4!ie coMpdiad>his divine foeoiTki Rferit 
Queene. The caftle is nocr almoft ibvel^witi) 
th<^ ground. It was fituated xm the North ikto 
ipf a^ifiae^^akey in the midfti^a va^.plaiuf ter^ 
minated to the Eaft by the ccwnty of Water^ 
f4ird 'mountaiM ; > BaUy^owta hills to^ i^ltk^ 
HofdS) or, as Spenfer terms them,^ the mouiif 
tkins of Mole ^ Nagle i^ountains to the Sooih ; 
and the mojuitaihs of Kerry to the Wdflr. It 
commanded a view of above half of the brebdth 
of Ireland ; and muft have been, wTien the ad- 
jacent uplands! were wooded, a mod piea&nt. 
and romantick fituation; ^ from whence, ho 
doubt, Spenfer drew fevend parts of the foe- 

- - . I * . t 1 . ' J 

'^ TJbe peifoes^ to whot) the forfeited Ikiidd, werei jgriuiti^d^ 
wem acoqfrdibigly named {7«A;rifdl:€^iL S^e Dn Birdbfsi lile tit 
fupr» anjflnbie BiogF. Brk. ItBfftearft that the anuuiil i^eiit of 
Spenfer's 3()^8 acres was valued at £.17 7s*. W^ 
•, ^ awA'sNat. &CLV.ItiiL olthe CoMuij t^tid €kfo£ Cork, 
vol. i. p. 333. edit DuWin, 1774. • v'J ^ 

c^ Sei3 the Soiineter t& the JE^l of Orknofid slid Lord iGrey ; 
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in^ty oi ills potm» The river MuHa^ i iwUbk' U 
m^re than Once iiai^ introdiiwd in hia poeni^ mni 
thvough' bis groit^nck^^' Here ioiked' the poe6 
1^ ddfcribedibimftlf, as ^ keepings His ftoek 
ib^r the fMt of the mouatatn Mole, amohgft 
lliie<x>oly'ihades of green alders, by the fhore o£ 
MuUa> and chamiing his oa^eii pipe (as hk 
ciiftcmi 'Was) to his fellow fhepfaerd^fwaina* 
^ >Iil this ddlight^Bil repeat he was i^ifited hy 
Sir Walter Raleigh^ with whom he had ibrmeidi 
a^ "^ibtimlicy oh his fidi arrival in Xrebnd; 

-f'<:9Bn Clouts €(9>^ekome agdiki Ver« 37, &ce.- Ut. Th0tmei> 
Wfrtone b«8) with much eleg^gmce, reiprefeal^d him forming the 
ioliomug poetical wifli in regard to this pleafant fpot. Th^ 
Unm Iwte a0i elppeavedr ia the/ bU6 ^V^ptd^ Mt. WarloiiV 
Poems. They have been communicated to me by bis nephew, 
Ihe Rev*. John Wirtbnl 

- ' n^c 9^i9.>)t iacili Spenfei^s arundine carmen^ J 

^ui virides faltus luclda MttUa Hgat : ' 
1) I V ]^i4dm\^ inter eves ioterqae tfrm^ta caieo^ 
^ Deficiam, et fylvis me prera^it aim dies ; 

^ Ut mihi riiufcofo fiat d6 cefpife bufitim, 
;^it; Qt» wecubat proiip qiiercqs 9p^ca j^gp J 
Quin ipfo tumuli de vertice pullulet ultro 
. ^ - < ' Lauros^ et iigtrfTae Jprofillal^ hed^rae^^ : 
*-^<.* pJf^^^ pafc^^s venerentur claufa cfi{ieU^ 
' Et propter ciner^s plurima £atet ovis. ' 
Exulteut alii praedivite marmore manes, 
Qqk.regBvvalidi qu&ja^rei duces; .- * 

r . . Ingentia qu^ iat^ op^ofa per |itria teoapU 
. y Funereum in^eminant orgaoa ritVvmelps.; "» 

Q«^ firb IbraicibHS iitblimibuSy ordipe crebip^ 

Stt^fMofiim Bureolis fulget aplaftre AQtis ;, 
Mi fat er it, veteres Rofalinda agnofcat amoreiy 
Conferat et vemaa ante iepulchra rofas* i 

I^. Bitdk^ IMe of Spehfe prefi)^ t6^ tj^e HM. of ^ 
Pacr. Qu. 1751, md Bio|;niphr. Bnt; ^' * 

d3 
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Raleigh being at thiit time a captain In tber 
Queen's armyl As Raleigh had greatly con-r" 
^buted, by his ' aftivity, to fupprefs the rebeW 
lion of Defmond ; a confiderable' portion of that 
nobleman s forfeited property had been * granted^ 
t» him. Whether Raleigh came voluntarily t& 
teke a view of his late-acquired feignory; 6^ 
whether he retired from the Court of Eng** 
htfid in €o»fequence of a difagreemen^ with 
the Earl of Efles:, whicli 'fome writers be-^ 
li^ve; it appears, that his vifit to Kilcolmao: 
occaiion^ an ev^nt of high irappjrtance in the 
hiftory of literature; the determination of 
Spenferto prepare his firft three Books of the 
Faerie Queerie for imriiediat6 publication. . 

In a Letter, dated ' Augutt 17. 1589, from 
Captain Francis Allen to Antony Bacon,^ Efqn ' 
it is rekted that " My Lord of Eflex hath 
chafed Mr. Raleigh from the Court, and qon- 
fined him into Ireland.*' Perhaps then Raleigh 
did not direOtly tpuph upon the Irifti cpaft, in^ 
his returii from the Portugal expeditioni as 
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' Holinfhcd's Chron. ft>l. 1586. , Ireliwd, p]^ l6S,A7^» 171, 
^ Twelve thoufaiKl acres^ in tbecoiii^es of Waterford* and 
Cork, SeeCox'«) aiuf from bim Lelaiid% Hiit of. Ireland.. 
Tbe Biograpbia Bntannica' aiferto, on^ no authority however, 
that Raleigh's divifion was i>o iefs than thirty tfaoufaud acres. 
The forfeited |>roperty-of Detooud i$: (aid ta have con Ofted of 
near five hundred and eighty tbouiand acres J ; , . * 
^:f ^>r. Bfch's M^oirj of Q,.Eliz.^;Vo^i. p.^5. ^fpSU 
Italeigh's own Letteri dated. fi^l 589, prefetttlj^* cjted. / , -s 

If/" 



TH18 LIFE OF SPfiWSim. Ui|, 

" fome affert ; but probablj4eft England in the' 
fiimmer of 1589* A poet himfelf, ami th©^ 
author of a poem ''in praife of the Queen, he- 
CQuld not but hflen with delight to the^defign- 
wbi^h Spenfer had formed, Spenfer teljs * us 
that Raleigh, fitting beiide him under the ihady 
alders on the banks of M uUa, oft^i "^pro* 

Toked him to play fome pleafant fit; 

• ■ ■ • ^ . « 

^^ Andy vfhen he heard the muficke whic^ I made, 
^ ^ He fomid himfelfe full greatly pleafd at it : 
^ ^^ Yet, sBmulii^ my pipe, he tooke,in hond 

^^ My pipe, befpre that aemuled of many, 
^ ^' And plaid thereon ; (for well that (kill he con^ 

^* Himfelfe as ikilfidl i|i that art as any^** 

' •' ... ^ , •-_ , 

^ Encouraged by the judgement of this acconit^r 
pUihed peribn, as he had probably long b^ore/ 
been by that of Sidney , Spenfer foon id^erwards. 
committed his Faeriq Queehe to the pfefs ; for 
at the end of the third Book, which was the; 
cc^clufifln Qf the ^r^:. edition, be explainjs the^ 
geneifal nature oif.his poem in a liCtter to Sir 
Walter, dated Jan/23- 1589^90, Before the^ 
reader, who is unacquainted with Spenfer's * 
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• Tfee writers in the Biograph. Brit. * 

/^^^tijLled Qyi^f^in. See .Spenfer's Sapnet to flialeigh, fent ^ 
wif^ the' firljc ttree Books of the Faerie Queene ; \Aihetter tcj ^ 
hil^^f'XplaiQiQg the defigq of the Poem ; Colin Chuts t&me home * 
ag^n^skxl l^ \ 9i^ TntrQdu&ion to tlie third Book of the ' 
F; tJV 'This poem, which Spenfer has highly commended; wid^ ' 
p^yerjpublifhed^ ' ^ . \ ; 

f6Hn€hit^ cqmt kome again, ver. 69, fitc^ , * '\ 
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•allegoi^ftl a^anftet^ f&aU pcnife tbeftoeiii^ it 
i# ^dyifeablis for bim to altend to th\a> explaiii^ 
%0ty epiftja. Both the title-page pf the Worki: 
nni^ tbi» Letter to BaJ^h, inform lis that ^l«^ 
Faerie ^tieene was to hnvd beea *^ difpoitedi^^ 
if^e^ej^ JB^o^'K, £i(bibhif)g xii Mbrall Veiituea^. 
But this iatefitidn fit^fi not acJccnalplHhed* ; "^i 
>vhich circujaftaaofi Iliiail pilsfei9it|y taJi^ furtilt^ 
notice, . I kjipw not; yvhether Spe^fer inigl^t be 
influenced, i^ )3 js divifipu of the Mpi^^l Virto^, 
by a MTork which fpdeifiea iJ^e iwe^ mrtvii be»- 
boming a man of tank and coiJ rage j ibr I fea^fre 
not been able td pi-ofcute a; fight of tlii^ ^^c 
and curious publication. But I think it right 
tl/feentibri tlife ijxSftenee x)f fach a ttook ; utaA I 
cSt6^^-»^i)fe^Bufc! rii liiy authority : « Le Mvife 
d«^'ar6iti!l^Armes,&o. Paris, Verard, 148».% 
fofi Cetfe Edition di afifez recherdi^e -^-caiife^ 
de !bii dritiqnit6, qui la rend recoftimehddble. 
H fe iJi^ouve ^ k fin des exitnpkires' line pi^tS^te^ 
pi6ce^ui fcbiitient^n abr«^6 Its KIT Vrnks 
que doifdxhir M homme pour efre Ndhtei^ ^^ih 
itohk courage. Cette dernierfe petite Pi6ee' eft ' 
en Ilithme Franpoife/' , 

* See alfo Warton's Preliminary Eifay on Sp^nfer^s al|^- 
goricfil charaifter, in the fecond volume of t^is edm^^ * 

* Bibiliograph. Inftrudive, Scienc,e8 et Arts^ No. 2130.-^ 




*r 'B^^^^wid of tlj# third Boftk,m^re:.^PB^e4^ 
tij^fi^^vfifie jt*tter to Raleigh, tUe ppetie&l comi 

]^pein h^ he©^ ifubroittj^d ; , a? oi H^h^^md 

Md m fwo.oapies jof vqrfes fufefcrihed .W., Il.,| 
<)(;CW>jpi^ HiE^lvej;,, l}n(il«r the o^me (^ ^»!hkl> 
1;^; ^ Jfrepfeatedly diftioguifljed i^ Sp^ofer*^ 

9^^ [«!!. Hobynrfl J md of otbeira* >^hQfe 
l|)fia|(E»,if; i#,novr.im|H>ffible to iinwel with W- 
|9i«l^ Jby the, l^lp Only of initi»Vle^tiEaT3k . Xh^fe 
Wf) viet^w^d i l:\y Speofer**. . Spnnet*: to ^varioUl* 
p^s(Q|iai<tfdiftin^tii(«,:thfc.nuflibet of which M 
.|i^^BE»^t«dr' i» tbo.''. ^ext editiooi :; Ix spp^diti 
jiA/iiatVte been i the cuftain..of th^. tinie.fQit.iiti 
iHlthor to |Vf»i!biit;, t^ithosl. co^ of, Ikis puWio^ 
li«jR»: ^ {poctieal jaddreffe* of thifi^ ki^^ P^ W iftl^ 

^8|%/pBBfty»9jbfe fwm th^ yifit; of jUifeigh* as4 



* The reader, who is converfaiit with ancient EngUfli pQCtr]^ 
muft often have obferved the uiraierous Sonnets prefixed, or 
fubjoined, to works publifhed in the age of Elizabeth. It Mras 
i^h<^9^ ^f {idul^tioo. I ha,v^ ^d t^ccafion to notice, ui the 
inftance of Henry Lok s i.ccle/ajteA fwcapkrafi^y which was 

'iB**WW*^ ^. Wi^?» tlie . cir^UW^ftunce of theSoqjftet to each 
,pi^r|ipg^ p^erfon pi^ afc) detached frqna the reil^ and traua- 
Verred accor^pglj^tio the 6rft fcaC of the Copy of the work 

' prefeuted* by tiie author. 
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hW friend Lttdowidk Brtfltctt's ^IHjkoui^of 
Gimll Life ;\ dMtahnng ihe Ethihe paH t^ 
MdraHF^^ ai l)«iok publittidd- m 1^001 

btft written,- aV Mr; Malone ingenidu^i cmi^ 
jeSurefi, - between 1 584 and 1589. The Di^ 
eourfe is " written to the right bonotufald 
Arthur, late ^ L4>td Grey of Wjlloii/' ; >Th0 tlgHi 
trodu^ior (}«rcribes «paity a£r0i»bl€d (»fc(tlM^ 
authors dottage' n^ar Da^lini -doUiUliiig' «| 
*« Df. L6tigj PriHiate of A rdrpagh ; • Sir H^lMigl 
DilloD, 'Kitigfat; M. Dotmer^ tb@^QlifeeflMl 
Siolliciim-^^ Otpt. Chriiib^r C&rleil; O^i 
\f hop^ SToriieiis ; Ca{)t.> Warham St. - JLegir 4, 
Capt;^ l^iofiioldibi Dawtrey ; and uMi Ed^omi. 
^Spenjfkrjf tdt&>yo^r Imd/kipg Se^ 

Olb. S^mithv^apQithecafy/' Of thisirevill^VlayiBidb 
and valuable publication, in which Spesi^'d^ 
fdribes^ ox i4 made to defi^be*^ die;^()ml-ia*«: 
ten tion of hW Poeni» iitde HOtke hii^ hitheiia 
been ^ taken. ^ Som^ extra^ from V)^ I aifi fttV^ . 
foadkl, will be highly a^teptable to the^ itsiiHlglt 
^hliy ' beaif-eminent teftiaK^y to ibei a«M^' 
temper, as well as to the 9i)m&y^ X^^iMg^eii 
<5pSn(ei^ '•'' ' ' 'V . < , , i . ^ 

1>.-Iv ■•/.. »..} ;.; *■, V* . ilijfl Si!. I. /'i '; ' ' ■ r 

• ■ ^ • -^ '' ' ■ • ■ .,'.•; •'.".)., >'-. ■: ,♦. ri: ■■,'* ,i . 

''^'toTid;' Printed for Ed. BlpuntJ ifioff. 4to. Tlie book is 
p6t often to be met with. ' * . ■ ' ^ '- 

* Dr. Birch inentions the book, at the end' oT-his life^ cif 
Spenfer, prefixed to the edition of t^e Faerie Queene m 1751'*^ 

'tut bis accoimt df H is Vlefy britef and unfktisfadoiy. 
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TtfE LIFE OF S^£N&lER. ilvlt 

1 The <*ont^^ hsx'itig been dire6te8 t^ 
%he Writings of the ancient philoib&bers, Br^l*- 
tett liiakfe^ thb remark. ^ "^ Mei-ein 4o I 
'^eatiy ehvie the hap|)iiieir6 of the It^ili^iis^ 
i#hd h*ve in their mother-tongiie kite #ritert 
f hat have> with a fingular eaiie method, taught 
Btltbttt which Rato dr Ariftotle have cohlbfedl j" 
At (^rarely left written. Of whfeh, ionk I 
Iteve begtiii to reside Vith no fm24I delight y as 
Aieiitander Piccolomini, Gio. Baptifta Giraldi^ 
And @de6E2d ; ail three hatting written upon the 
Etbick part of Morall Philofophie both exaftly 
and perfpicuoufly * And would Gad that fome 
4^w coantriftiein would (hew themfelvesfo wel 
dib6ted to the good of their countrie, (iVhcfreof 
iflSe? f^rihci|>all and moft important i part con^ 
ifiAeth in the inftrufting of men to rertue,) m 
to^fet'downe in Englifti the. pirecepts of tboft 
|>att:s&f Morall Philofophy, whereby our youtR 
n%Hty withikit fpending df fa much time as the 
lettrtrthg of thofe other languages require^ 
^fpd«dfily enter itito- the i^ight courfe of \'«crtuoui 
>l]f^4 In the meane while I muft ili^ggle witjb 
-thofe bookes which I undei^and^ Otid 6^tetk 
imyfelife^te plod upontha^, in hope that God 
-(wfei^* k?n« W6th the iin^ereiidii^ of my dcffire) 
Will hd plea^^ to bpeto :iny underilasding fck as 



||# n «>»B AQCOVITT or • 

I tfikv^U f0f « . YQt ift theie « genikmn. in ihi^ 

fompfo^, whom I have h^ often a piii|K>f& ti9 
iiltC(lM»> tl|»t,.«s bif! leifmre migbtii^rvQ t»iQi 
iii9< l¥<Hil4.Voyfih^fe..to^ %t«n^ fome tim«i wid» 
ifie t^iprttniSi . Tm in fo^Q :h»rd points (tvbioli 
|(;«Ml«(t of B)y(«lfe iuide»r(l»nd ] knowing ^ 
|o r^ ipof fisi^ iUffeS in ihe Greek tm^^m 
liy^ ^. 4^fjr itviiJ tend M. FkHqfki^ bttt^ 
fmmflftn4 mtftraH* /^i^y^irtk^ss, fmhk uif 
h»M^o^s^9»,l n^erytt durftin^n my. raqntli 
^,difeJ<*(e llw Buy defire unto. him> idii^v^ I 
Imtfl 9Q%yimtf4 JfoitWB bwitning <t)}t«)P@un(Q ftm» 
Itipi^ifc). lor* of iyi^ kny^ and J^ifldn€» ^ 01% 
he QficiMii^tignd me long, fititefl3 to |i»Uow il# 
x#ftdirig,;4i)f;,tibe Grretikft tfmgmt wnd<^0ed^im 
^Mf^. iO' mak» mp vn^ftmA k* > But ofMr 
$b«tif^^geod »w opuortHnitie fe i^r^d unto 19^ 
^:^)isf6[Q pi ;£qc69 .fort my. defiw, I thinke<t,J 
ib?^ ^<Hntni* a g»»^t; . .M% no* to n^Coife 

ji^^, h»^ to i^ll this i&onipany» if f flwiuld Mt 
m^T my requeft tbuft larrfe tte to njovft \$mi^ 
^^4 tkif: titte* L^icb weibaviei nowjdeilMl 
;0 ^iisw dUbftttHfe^nnd ^onverfotM^ii*/ i«Mi}fe- 
j^iic^. »nt9c tis ^f- gj^i bj&nefites wbi^ <i|i^ 
^M$ie fey th« knossi^dge of .MioreH H^kir 

fame is, what be the parj^ thereof, wi^eeeby 
vertues are diftinguiilied from vices.— There- 



TH^^ 1.1ft Of s^m^n. it 

$« you, ftr^ to whom it peftei»^h to Q^w 
^m^]h o0«iPte<Mid iiow< UQto Ut aU^ imd 19 
ffisbs us all bipholdiiig m^ yiDii fof the fltifc* 
Aire and profit ^bicb^e ih«)l ^lill^r £raiQ^ yoiir 
fpeeeh^, if you filial '?<M|cbiMs ^ oipen^NitiP «i 
tka goodly d^himit^ w -wbleh l^b es^^bot 

tralgar ibrt: And th^rebf b' U»e bobiilfe nf 

)l^ as IbtiiEiiyfelfe^ {[ do moft iearMiftly iiM»*<«ite 

Jfq^ not^to fflty U8 nay. Ubto Wlnck wQr4& «f 

ttiijia * t VBiy niati applioding^ n»cift wi& i Uk# 

wotdisr df nequeft, and tbd mfi; i with geftuM 

Mid toi^teoaiflcesi e^preffing a(f>^iaiiobv iitf*'%l|i^ 

j^r aniwoired in tbia matiniar.^ * ' i 

i»^^^ Though it ffiay ieeme bard for tiw* ISO re^ 

^ft^ the req»eftf «mde by yw^ alV 'wbomi eveiff 

i»ne alone, I (hould ' for oo^ny te^jfeBb^ be ^wifissig 

to^r^tifie; yet, asi the eiife 'iiandeth, I dbiiftit 

^et >bilit^ with thid eonfent of the nfioft pisrt €if 

"jrtmf 'Pftali be excufed at this time of this iftftj^ 

irliieb iroold be laid irpon tne^ F-or fitue I am 

'tilatnt^is not imknowne unto yovii thfat I bav^ 

llilretody ' undertaken a 'woe« "BBifwiH^ to 

iriTE' aAitfB EFFECT, whkh is in h»mcal ^erft^ 

under tiie tide of a^JFbenc^efeiie, to bbpbb* 

'iAet^ Virtue Kni^hf, (q he ffie patron apd 

a. 2 ' y ' ' . ■*'•., . ■'" * ' • 

—»'••»»• . - ■■ .'.»■■. - ■....*?■■ .1 
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-defmder of the fame ; in whofe oBions , tmti 
feates of armes and chivalry i^ the operations of 
'that vertue^ whereof he is the proteSor, are U^ 
•te efcprejed; 4m4 the vices and vnruly appe^ 
UteSy that oppofe themfeltes^ agaiTi/i ihefamcy i9 
ife beaten dozmie and overcofne. Which work^ 
•as I have ^ already well entered into, if God 
ihaU pleafet ^^ ipare me li& that I may finifti it 
according to my mind ; yourwifti, M. Bryfliettir , 
-will be in fome ibrt accomplilhed, diougfa.peii^ 
bap6 not io effe6lually as y oa could defire. An^ 
the fame iliay very well ferve for my exeufe^ . ii 
St this time I crave to be forborne in tliiayoMi^ 
frQqueft ; . (ince any difcourfe, that I roi^it vmk% 
thus on the fuddea in fuch afubieS. would bft. 
h^t (imple. and little to your iati8faS;ions. iFor 
|t would. Mqiiirei^KHi advifement and premedii^: 
tation for' ^ny ipaln to^ undertake the declaratioa 
4)f thfefe {poiiits that you ; have propofed,^ €oq4 
tainkig < in < tcfibdi . tbe^ Ediicke - part oi Morntt 
tPbilofophie. Whereof fince I have taken /i||v 
bfimd to difcaurfe at Isir^ m.<my^ poems Ixforfft 
fpoken^ - 1 hope the expedation of that wpd^ 
•may feTve toj&eeime at tiiia time fronv fp«iaking. 
im that matter, motwithilanding your mc^ion 
and all ycmr intreaties. But I will teH you 
iiow I t\nwk&> by hanifelfe ^he mayi s^yw^ 

^ 1^ See his Letter tottaW^y, already titBd,^datbdsAfri^i»^ 



THB aiFE OP aPEN5E|t. IxJ^ 

•* ' - ■».'., 

eiciffe my fpeech, and/jet fartisfie ^U 3rou m 
tl&is matter. I have feejae, as he knoweth, a 
tranffettion made by himfelfe out of the Italiait 
tongue, of a dialogue comprehending all the. 
Ethick part of Moral Philofophy^ written |?y> 
one of thofe three be formerly mentioned. ;.^^nd 
0iat is by Giraldi, under the title of a dialogiust 
of civil life. If it pleafe him to bring usfortfi 
tiiat tranflation to be here read among us; or^ 
dthenvife to deliver to us, as his memory may' 
£erve him, the contenfas of the fame ; he flial, 
I wai-raht you, fatisfie you all at the ftrl; anc^ 
Hitnfelfe will have no caufe but to thinke the time^ 
well fpenfc in reviewing his labors, efpecially iii 
the company of fo many of his friends, who may 
thereby reape much profit ; and the tranflation 
Bappily fire the better by fome mending it nKly' 
i^Bceive in the perufing, as all writings elfe may 
46, by the often exatnination of the laih^^ 
^Nbitber let it trouble him, that I fo turne over 
tb him againe the taike he would have put me 
tb'VUyr itfallethout fit fbirhim to ferifie «h» 
principall part of all this apologie, even now 
made fbf himfelfe ; becaufe tbereby it wi9| ap- 
jJCat^'^that he hath ^ not withdra^tme htmfdif 



i ^'Sbe Goniaiiencement of thU IDHbctorfe explfMOS t^«Uu&(|pi? 
of Spenfer, ** When it pleafed you,; \ my. good Lord^*'' fayt 
Mtjidtttt lo l«ord;Grey, 'Vio]Nqd the vdeomfe, }aS> [hlmt^^ipHa^ 
ChttloDer, ter: Maieftieai S^oretahe of tJbiis &Ultj^^^¥fbicbujiall' 
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Riding bitn thierein untill he be meet tcTpul** 
^chafe the lame end : And like wife, where any 
occ^fion of doubt or quedion for the better 
tinderftahding may happen in the Dilcoutfe, 
that.ftyme one of them^ defiring to be refolv^ 
tiiierein wil demaund fuch queitions as fhal be 
'jDeedftilLr A few queftions are accordingly 
propofed by * Spenfer, arifing principally from 
the diftuffion of the dodrines of PJato arid 

Ariftotle. 

^ . The! firft edition of the Faerie Qw^ewe being 
^,t length pfepariad for the prefe, it is probable 
that Spenfcr accepted the propofal of Raleigh 
to accompany him to England. The Dedica- 
tion of Colin Clouts come home again reprefents 
that poem as " agreeing with the truth in cir*r 
cumftance and matter f apd the patronage of 
Raleigh is thus relati^d > in the Paftoral : S 

. . . ', i ^ • ' ' 

f' When, thus our pipes we both had wearied wellj 
*^ (Quoth b»,) and each an end of finging made^ " \ 

*"' f^ lie gan to^ eaft great lyking to a\y lore, '^ ' *• 

I *', lAofi gr^tfdiflyking to my luqklefle lot, ; - 
^ *' That bspiiht had my felfe, like wight forlorei ; .. - 

^^ IfktQ that wal^ where I w^s qtiite forgot. 
^ *•' -Th^' which to leave, thenceforth he cbuhfeld i^ee^ / * 
C )f^ VwiAe^t for man, iti whom was ought rcgardfull, ^ 
9i^^4«d ynmimthbim, hisCyithip to fde; ; /! .1 
^, ^' Whofe grace wras. great, and bounty[maft f^w^rdAdlr^i 

•^^Pag^fr i^3, 57l, kc. to tlie erid ©f *thfe •book;' '' ' ^ ' ^^ ' * ^^ 
^ feftS ^:^^^^^'fW«''^^ T?«^- !??• ;no li - i:iH > 
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^^ So ^bat With hope of good> and hate of ill^ . 

He me perfwaded forth with him to fare. — 
'' So to the fea we came, 8cc." 

Kpleigh afterwards introduced him to the 
.Queen ; and the Queen inclined her ear, with 
fatisfa6iion9 to his ^ :" fimple fong/' as Spenfer 
im)d^j^ly jdenqmioates his poetry, 
.. It has been long a received opinion, that he 
.was nominated Poet Laureate. His cotem- 
poraries certainly confidered him worthy of the 
,title; fu^d frequently fpeak. of him in, terms 
appropriate to that diiliQ^ioji* . Thus Webbe, 
jn his Difcourjh of Engiyii Poefriey publiflied 
in 1586, contends that Spenfer "may well 
wear the garlandcy and ftep before the beft of 
all EngUfti poets/' : And, what is very remark- 
able, in the third edition of the Shepheards 
Calender y which was alfo publiflied in 1586, 
the elder reading of the following verfe in the 
twelfth Eclogue, " The rurall fong of carefull 
Colinet,'' (where Colinet means Spenfer,) is 
changed into " The laurell fong &c/' The 
writer of the Sonnet addrefled to Florio in his 
Second FruteSy publiflied in 1592, feems to 
point at Spenfer by a fimilar expreffion : 

^^ So when that aU our Enghfli witts lay dead^ 
Except the Jjaurett that is ever greene^ 
Thou with thy Frutes our barrennes o're-fprea(i^ &c." 

^ Coliti Clouts Cime home agaWf ver. 192, &e« 
I^OL. I. % 
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And NaCh, in his Sh^licmtmi of Fkfce Pethr 
nilejfej pubiiifaed in the fame year, declares that 
he had intended to ** decypher the " excefle of 
gluttonie at large, but that a new Laureat fav'd 
him the labor/' But tbe iaSi is, as Mr. Malont 
has accurately (lat^d it: ° '^ Uddoubtedly 
Elizabeth had no Poet Laureate, till inFebruaiy 
1590-1 flie conferred on Spenfer a peniion of 
fifty pounds a year, the grant of which was 
discovered fome years ago in the Chapel of the 
Rolls; from which 'time to his^death in 1598-9f 
he may properly be confidered as filling this 
office, though, like moft of his predeceflbrs, 
and his tw6 itnmediate fucceflbrs, he is not ex^- 
prefsly ftyled Laureate in his Patent/' 

The difcovwy of this Patent by Mr. Malone, 
refutes the calumny which ^ feveral biographers 
of Spenfer have thrown upon the cbarafter of 
Lord Burleigh, in their relation of the following 
pretended circumftances : That Burleigh told 
the Queen the penfion was beyond example to6 
great to be given to a ballad-maker : That f he 
payiment of the penfion was intercepted hy 



" An apparent alloiion to Faer. Qu. ii. xii. 3, whisre; t^ 
poet defcribes the Gulfe of Greedmejfe. 

" Life of Dryden, p. 84. 

® Life of Spenfer prefixed to the, folio edition of his Works 
in 16799 VVinftanley's Lives of the Englifli Poets; Hughes's 
Life of Spenfer ; Dr. Birch's Life of Spenfer ; Life of Spenfer 
in the Univerfal Magazine, vol. xlix. he. 



THE LIFE OF SPENSER. Ixvil 

Burleigh : That when the Queen, upon Speir-« 
ler^s prefenting fome poems to her, ordered 
him the gratuity of an hundred pounds, his 
Lordfhip alked, with fome contempt of the poet. 
What I all this for a Songf and that the Queen 
irepHed, Then give him what is reafon : That 
Spenfer, having long waited in vain for the ful- 
filment of the royal order, prefented to her this 
ridiculous memorial; 

''I was promised on a time 
*' To have reafon for my rhime ; 
^^ From that time unto this feafon 
'^ I received nor rhime nor reafon :'' 

That thefe magical numbers produced the de-> 
fired effeft, in the immediate dire6tion of pay- 
ment to the infulted poet, as well as in the reproof 
of the adverfe Lord Treafurer ! Such is the 
fubftance of this marvellous oppofition to the 
privilege conferred on Spenfer by Elizabetib, 
varied and improved by the biographers ; of 
which oppofition the account originates, it; 
feems, in the facetious ^ Dn Fuller's Worthies 
^ England^ (a work puUiihed at the diflance 
of more than feventy years afterwards,) un- 
fupported by requifite authority. 

The generofity of Elizabeth would, doubtlefs, 
have been the theme of Puttenham's admiration, 

P Dr. Birch's Life of Spenfer, p. xiii. But indeed the 
l^iograpber feems oot to rely implicitly on Fuller's teftimony. 

e2 
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if it had hjeen ihewh a little fooner ; for, in his 
Art of Engiyh Foejiey j^nh\\^\ed in 1589, he 
has written^ chapter, evidently with a view to 
excite her Majefty's attention to the neglefted 
bards of that period, entitled ** In what repu- 
tation Poelie and Poets were in old time with 
Princes, and otherwife generally ; and how they 
be now become contemptible, and for what 
caufes :' The objeftof the author, I fay, is ap- 
parent by his enumeration of the bounty of 
preceding Engliih monarchs to the poets : 
" In later times, how much were lehan de 
Mehune and Guillaume de Loris made of by 
the French kinges; and Geffrey Chaucer, father 
of our Engliih poets, by Richard the fecond, 
who, as it was fuppofed, gave him the maner 
of new Holme in OxfordOiire. — And king 
Henry the 8. her Maiefties father, for a few 
Pfalmes of David turned into Engliih meetre 
by Sternhold, made him groome of his privy 
chamber, and gave him many other good giftd. 
i^nd one Gray, what good eilimation did h€i 
grow unto with the fame king Henry, and 
afterward with the Duke of Sommerfet, Prb- 
teftour, for making certaine merry Bftllades, 
whereof one chiefly was, The hunte is vp, the 

hunte is vp. And Queene Mary, his daughter, 

.. ■ • . ' ' ' . • »■■ 

' Chap, viii, p. 12. 
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&F one £fpitbalamie or nuptiall Song made by 
Yargas^ a Spanifti Poet, at her n^afiage with 
king Phillip in Winchefter^ gave him during 
his life two hundred crownes penfion/' 

After the publication of the Faerie Queene 
in 1590, Spenfer returned to Ireland* And 
fuch was now the feme of his poetical charafter, 
that the bookfeller, for whom that work had 
been printed, eag<^ly coUe6ted together and 
f)ubli(bed, in the fucceeding year, "Com- 
plaints, contahmig Jundrie fmall Poemes of 
ifie Worlds Vanitiey viz.^ 1. The Ruines of 
Time. 2. The Teares of the Mufes. 3. Virgils 
^nat. 4. Profopopoia, or Mother Hubberds 
T^le. 5. The Ruines of Rome, by Bellay. 
.6. Muiopotmos, or The Tale of the Butterflie* 
Y. Vifioris of the Worlds Vanitie. 8. Bellayes 
: Vifions, 9- Petrarches Vifions :'' . to which is 
prefixed the following addrels of " The Printer 
to the Gentle Reader • Since my late letting 
foorth of the Faerie Qiieene^ findiiig that it hath 
found a favourable paifage amongft you ; I have 
ii thence endevoured, by all good meanes, (for 
the better encreafe and accompliftiment of your 
delights,) to get into my handes fuch fmale 
Poemes of the fame Authors as I heard were 
difperfl abroad in fundrie hands ; and not eafie 
to bee come by, by himfelfe ; fome of them 

eS 



# 



l&X SOME ACCOUKT Ol* 

having bene diverflie imbeziled, and purlpyned 
from him, Jim^ his departure over fea. Of 
the which I have, by good meanes, gathered 
togeather thefe fewe parcels prefent, which I 
have caufed to bee imprinted altogeather, for 
that they al, feeme to containe like matter of 
argument in them ; being all Complaints and 
meditations' of the worlds vanitie, verie grave 
and profitable. To which eifed; I underftand 
that he befides wrote fund rie others, namelie, 
' Eccie/iqfte$9^SLnd * Canticum Canticorumi tranf* 
lated; yA Senights Slumber; "^ The Hell of 
Lovers ;. his, Pttrgaiorie ; being all dedicated to 
Ladies ; fo as it may feeme he meant them ^11 

' The fpirit of verfifying the Pfalms, and other parts of the 
•Bible, at the beginning of the RetbrmatioD, was, fays Mi'. 
Wartpn, almoft as epidetnick as pfalm-finging. Hi/t. of Eng^ 
Poet, voL iif. p. iSO. 

Of Eceie/id^es I: find Dn Drant to have be^n a tranflator 
into Latin verfe. . See Tanner's Bib. Brit. p. 233. And I have 
feen a laboured poetical paraphrafe of this Book in Engliihy 
by Henry Lo^, pul>li(hed in 1597. 

» In the age of Elizabeth, numerous were the poetical'ver- 
fions of the Cfl»/icfe5. See Warton's Hi^, of Eng, Poet^ vol. 
iii. p. 317, &c. 

Taflb appears to have employed his pen in a very poetical 
manner iu a Canzone, taken, in fome degree, from the ^ott^ 
of Songs. , See this beautiful Canzone, firft printed from a 
manufdript'iii the Barberini Library at Rome, (N® 3009.) in 
jyiaty's Review, May 1786. Art, iv. 

* See before, p. xx. 

" See his Hymne in honour of Love, ver. 265, where he de- 
fcribes the circumftances that '* make a lovers life a wretches 
hell;'^ ^nd where he adds, in his addrefs to Love, ver. 278. ' 
** So thon thy folke, through paines of Purgatority 
** Doft beare unto thy blifle and heavens glorie." 
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• 

Ip o|ie volam^ : beildes fon^e other Pamphlets 
loofelie fcatter^d abroad ; as* The Jhfmg J^eh 
UoQfi; The Howers of the Lord ; The Sacrifice 
of a Sinner ; y The Seven JPfalmes^ &e. which 
whep I caii, either by himfelfe or other wife, 

* See before, p. xKxvii^ , 

y William Hunnis, a gentleman of the Chapel Royal under 
£dward the iixtb^ and afterwards Mailer of the Chapel undei* 
£li3abetby might fug^ft to Spenfer this employment of hif 
time ; for he wrote and publiftied " Seven fobs of a forrowfuli 
ibule for finne, comprehending thoie /even Ffalmes of th^ 
princelie prophet David commonlie called Poenitentiall ; framed 
into a forme of familiar praiers, and- reduced into meeter, &c/' 
It appears that Camoensy the unfortunate bard of Portugal/ 
had undertaken alfo a tranflation of thefe /even Pfalms, The 
account is related in a manner fo interefting by Lord Strang- 
Ibrd^ the elegant tranilatojr pf part of Camoens's poetry, as to 
ifequire no apology for its introdu6lion here : '* A cavalier 
named Ruy de Camera, having called upon our author 
[Camoens] to finiih a poetical verfion of the feven penitential 
Ijfalms ; raiting his head from his miferable pallet, and pointing 
to his faithful Have, he exclaimedt ^ Alas ! when I was a poet^ 
I was young, and happy, and bled with the love of ladies; 
but now I am a forlorn deferted wretch. See ! there flands 
i|3V poor AntODio, vainly fupplicatiag four-pence to purchafe 
a little coals : I have them not to give him !' The cavalier, as 
Soufa quaintly relates, clofed his heart and his purfe, and 
quitted the room. Such were the grandees of Portugal!'^ 
Poems &c. from the Portuguefe of Luis de Camoens^ &c. 12mo. 
1803,. p. 2:4. , 

With refpe6t to the trandation of /everal feted Pfalms into 
£nglrih verfe, 1 think it not foreign to the fubjedl of this note, 
and I conceive it due to the hiflory of our Poetry, to mentio^ 
that, among the numerous invaluable manufcripts which be- 
longed to the late Duke of Bridgewater, and now belong to 
the Marquis of Stafford, there is a volume entitled, " The 
So ules Banquet, made up of divers divine Kaiities;" in which 
are " Divers feleded Pfalmes of David, in verfe, of a different 
compofure from thofe ufed in the Church, by Fra: Davifon 
efq. deceafed, and other Gent." Of thefe tranflations, fome 
are remarkably beautiful. The Poetical Rapfodie of Davifon, 
already mentioned, (p. xxiifi.) was publifhed in l60^> and in 
l6ll. 
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attaine to, I meane likewife, for your fai^ottr 
fake, to fet foorth ; in the meane time praying 
you gendie to accept of thefe, and gmciou^ 
to entert^ine the * new Poet/' ., 

' Of the pieces contained in the Cemplaint$j 
the Muiopotmos alone is faid to be a re^pobli^ 
cationy Dr. Birch, and the author of the life 
of Spenfer prefixed to Mr. Church's edition i^ 
the Faerie Queene, aflert that it had been ^b^ 
lifhed in 1590; and indeed it differs from the 
reft in bearing on the title the date of that 
.year. Eor this reafon I have given it the pre- 
cedency, in this edition of Spenfer's fmaller 
poems; at the fame time not denying that die 
date may be an errour of the prefs ; inafmuch 
as in the Vijlom of ihe Worlds Vanities and in 
the Vijiqns of Petrarchy there is an addfefe 
apparently intended to tt^ Lady to whom the 
iMf/iopo/mo^ is dedicated ; no feparate title.bdbig 
affixed to the coUeftion of Vi/ions winch im- 
mediately follow the Muiopotmos; of whic)i 
circumftance the biographers have taken no 
notice. - .. 

The Muiopotmos is dedicated to Lady Carey; 
and is worthy of particular attention, on account 

* Ponfonby, the bookfeller, has adopted the name which is 
applied to Spenfer on the publication of the Shepheards Ciit^ 
lender: See the title to the Epiftle of E. K. to Mailer Gabriel 
Harvey ; to whom E. K. commends *' the patronage 6f tfie 
new Poet/' 
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"ttfi^ieirffers elegant compliment to the liady, 

iDoniiefted with the avowal of his own bojiour- 

mhh defceh t. '* The faithfall minde and bomible 

seale, which I bear unto your Lady (hip, may 

^perhaps be more of price, as may pleafe you to 

account and ufe the poor fervice thereof; which 

<^eth glory to advance your excellent partes 

iand noble vertaes, and to fpend it felfe in 

iionouring you; not fo much for your great 

bounty to myfelf, which yet may not be un^ 

minded; nor * foe name or kindbbds 

SAKE BY YOU VOUCHSAFED bcmg alfo re- 

'gardable; as for that honorable name which 

y6e have by your brave deferts purcl^ft to 

yourfelfe, and fpred in the mouths of all men/* 

:^Ijady Carey is alfo the poet's PhilUs in Colin 

X^mts b&me home ogam ; to whom he ^ repeats 

4;he declaration of his alliance. This Jjady was 

JElizabeth, one of the fix daughters of Sir John 

Spenfer or * Spencer of Althorpe in North- 

_ * The nobility of the Spencers has been iUuflrated and en- 
riched by the trophies of Marlborough ; but I exhort them to 
confider the Fairy Queen as the moil precious jewel of th^ir 
coronet. Gibbon's Memoirs of his mm L^fe and writings. 
^ Coiiii Clouts come home agaiUf ver, 5SS, 
"^ The name is fpelt both ways, as well in the various publi- 
cations of the poet which appeared while he lived, as in ancient 
. deeds relating to the honourable family from which he is de- 
^icended. I have followed that orthography, to which we have 
^ 'been accuilomed in refpe6l to the poet's name, and which is 
copied from both his own editions of the Faerie Queene, Sir 
John Spencer died in 1580, and left five fons as well as fix 



haif^ soinx ACcauNT or 



smptoi^ire ; and wa^ married to Sir Gei^gr 
Carejr, who became XiOfd HuoAlon on tlw 
^ath of his ikther in 1596. She ^9s the 
fecond daughter^ Her ifTue was an only 
daughter. Whether Lady Elizabeth Catew^ 
^to whom one of the dedicatory Sonnets accom- 
panying the firft edition of the Faerie Queene 
is infcribed^ be the fame perfon ; has been a 
* matter of doubts Yet Naih's Dedic^im of 
hk> Chri/is Tears over Jerufakm " to the moft 
honored and vertuous the Lady Ehzabeth 
Carey/* feems to over-rule the doubt* " Dir 
vers weWefervhig poets have confecrated their 
endevours^ to your praife. Fames eldeji favour 
rkey Maister Stencer^ in all his tmriiings 
hie pmeth you." This Lady.^ as it i^ppears in 
^ Dedication of another curious and very 
icarce * pubhcation by Na(h to her daughter^ 



dftugBteFS. Tbe family was foon after eanobled* At tb^^ 
prefent period, the family of Spencer is alfo rendered more par- 
ticularly ioterefting in the literary hiftory of tliis country, by 
the noble pofleObr of Althorpe's well-known and judicious ac- 
cumulation of rare and valuable books, and by the tendernefs 
of the old poet again awakened in the Arains of a lea>rB^d 
nephew of the Duke of Marlborough. 

* See Brydges's edition, of Phillips's Theatrum Poetarum 
JlngHctmorumf 8yo. .1800, p. 154. 

* Entitled " The Terrors of the Night, or, A Difcourfe of 
Apparitions. Poft tenehras dies. Tho* Nafhe. London, printed 
by lohu Danter for William lones, &c. 1594." 4to. Of thi^ 
work no other copy at prefent is known to exift, except that 
wiiich belonged to the late Duke of Bridgewater, and uo\y b«« 
longs to the Marquis of Stafford. 
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yvjiS affo : a , poetefs^ of Spenfer's School. Tke 
teftimony to the merits of a mother and a 
daughter peculiarly accompliihed, is too in^ 
terefting to be omitted. " To the new kindled 
cleare Lampe. of Virgrnitie, and the excellent 
adored high Wonder of (harpe Wit and fwcete ^ 
Beautie, Miftres.Elizabeth Carey, fole Daughter 
and Heire to the thiife noble and renowmed 
Sir George Carey, Knight Marihall, &c. — • 
A^nft yo*ir perfeftions no tung can except. 
Miraculouj; is your wit; and fo is acknowledged 
by the wittieft poets of our age, who have 
vowed to enihrine 3i5ou as their fecond Delia^ 
Temperahce her ielfe hath not temperater be- 
.haviour than you; religious Pietie hath no 
numble hand-maide that fhe more delights in* 
A. worihie Daughter are you of fo worthier 
Mother; borrowing, as another Phoebe, from 
her bright funne-lik^ refplendaunce, the orient 
beames of your radiaunce. Into the Mti/es/o^ 
metie her felfejhe hath lately adopted^ and pur^ 
c^Ji divine Petrarch another monument in 
England/' . . 

The Rfmies of Time^ which follow the Muio^ 
potmos^ Spenfer dedicates to the Counteis of 
Pembroke, the amiable and ^ learned lifter of 
Sir Philip Sidney. In this poem he deeply 

f See the note on the Ruines of Time, ver. 31 6. 



Ixxvi SOME ACCOUNT OF 

laments the lofs of his early friend, Sir IPiiilip; 
while he embalms, in a very interefting as weH 
as grateful manner, the memory " of * his 
ftocke and famous familie/' The poem is re- 
markable alfo for the judicious and honourable 
commendation which it gives of Camden. 

The next poem is the Teares of the MnfeSy 
^vhich Spenfer inicribes to Lady Strange, who 
is Alice, the fixth daughter pf Sir John Spen^ 
fer; diftinguiftied likewife in Colin ChuU home 
again by the pailoral name of Amarillis. And 
it is obfervable that, in this Dedication alfo^ 
the poet introduces his connexion with the 
family. " The caufes, for which ye have thus 
deferved of me to be honoured, (if honour it be 
at all,) are, both your particular bounties, and 
alfo /owe private bands of affinitie which it hath 
pleafed your Ladijkip to acknowledge/' , This 
Lady married Ferdinando, Lord Strange, who, 
by his father's death, became Earl of Derby 
in ' 1592. He died of poifon ' April 16. 159^ 
He is lamented under the name oi Amynias m 
Colin Clouts come home again; in the fupfe- 
quent account of which poem I fliall notice his 
accomplifhments and his misfortune. He left 



t Ruines of Time, ver. 27$. 

* Collins's Peerage, Art, Earls of Derby, vol.2, p. 4/0. 
edit. 1768. 

* Ibid. 
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by this Lady three daughters his coheirs. 
Spenfefr, fpeaking of her widowhood, rteprefents 
her as 

^ freed from Cupids yoke by fate ; 



*' Since which Jhe doth new bands adventure dread:" 

She conquered thefe poetical fears, however; 

and became ^ in I6OO the third wife to Sir 

Thomas Egerton, Lord Keeper of the Great 

Seal, afterwards Baron of Ellefmere, and 

Vifcount Brackley ; by w horn (he had no iffue. 

John, the only furviving fon of the Lord 

ICeeper by his firft wife, married the *" Lady 

!P ranees, the fecond daughter of the Lady then 

his ftep-mother ; and, almoft immediately after 

the death of his father, was advanced to the 

Barldom of Bridge water; an honour, which at 

the diftance of about a century was elevated in, 

his defcendants to a Dukedom ; but, in confe- 

quence of the late Duke dying unmarried, has 

returned to its original rank in the perfon of the 

Right Hon. John William Egerton, the prefent 

Earl J the amiablenefs of whofe difpofition, 

and the moral influence of whofe publick and 

private charafter, will Itill further endear to 

fociety the honourable names of thofe who are 

» 

^ Colin Clouts come home again J yet. 566. 
' ColUus, ut fupr. p. 471. And MS. Pedigree of the Egertou 
family in the polleflion of the prefent Earl of Bridgewater. - 
« Ibid. 
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thus conriefted with the hiftory of Sp^nfer/ 
and \rhofe family alfo has been celebrated 
by the mufe of Milton. The ma(k or poem 
written by Milton, entitled Arcades^ further 
illuftrates the account of the Lady, to whofe 
patronage Spenfer acknowledges his obliga* 
tions. The Lord Keeper and the Lady 
jointly purchafed the feat, called " Harefield 
place, in Middlefex. Here, in the autumn 
of 1602, they were honoured with a ^ vifit 
by the Queen ; who was received with 
all the accuftomed pageantry of elder days; 
and, on her departure, was addrefled with a 
farewell fpeech, and w ith the prefent of an 
anchor Jewell^ by " the place of Harvile per- 
fonified, attired in black/' And here the 
Arcades was performed, long after the death of 
her hulband, by ^ perfons of her own family, 
the children (it is conje6lured) of the Earl of 
Bridgewater ; on whofe account the inimitable 
mafk of^Comus alfo was compofed, and by 
fome of them reprefented. 

Before I pafs to the confideration of Virgi/s 
Gnaty which follows the Teares of the Mufes ; 

" Lyfons's Middlefex, p. 108, &cc. 

<> Lodge's lUuftr. of Brit. Hift. vol. 3. p. 132. Talbot 
Papers, vol. 4. p. 43. 

P See the edition of MiltOQ publiHied in 1801, vol. 5. 
p. 146, &c. 

« Ibid. p. 194—204. 
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^t is aeceffary to obferve that thefe tear$ or de- 
claipations, however elegant, prefent a melan- 
choly pi6i;nre of fancied or real difcouragements 
to learning as then exifting ; which circumftance 
I (hall further notice in th^ account of Mother 
HiAberds Tale. 

To the Teares of the Mufes fucceeds the 
tranflation of Virg^ils Gnat, long since de- 
dicated, as Spenfer "^ tells us, to the Earl of 
Ijeiceftejr. The Dedication inentions an enig- 
matical wrong, which Spenfer pretends to have 
received ; and of which I do not confider my- 
felf the Oediptis, whom the poet challenges, to 
4infoId the meaning. Mr. Upton conje6hires 
this wrong, refulting from the Earl of Leicef- 
ters difpleafure, to have been • ^* owing to fome 
kind of officious iedulity in Spenfer, who much 
defired to fee his patron married to the queea 
of Englaad- The hiftorians are full of the 
Queens particular attachments to tJie Eark 
She exprefled, fays Camden, fuch an inclina*- 
tion towards him, that fome have imputed her 
regard to the influence of the ftars. Meivil 
fays, ki his Memoirs, that queen Elizabeth 
fi-eely declared that, had (he ever defigned to 
have married, her inclinations would have led 



* See tbe Dedication to tlie Poem. 

* Preface to his edition of the Faerie Queene, pp,ivL xm 
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her to make choice of him for a hufband. 

For onely worthy >ou^ tbroi^h prowefs priefe^ : 
(Yf living man mote worthie be,) to be her liefe. 

Faer. Qu, i. ix. 17. 



I 



And, according to my plan, with rcfpe6l td 
the hiftorical allufions in the Faerie QueeiHi 
prince Arthur means the Earl of Leicefter/'— ^ 
Poffibly the Earl's difpleafure might have beeii 
excited^ in confequence of Sj^enfer's plefiding 
in behalf of archbifliop Grindal,' who is ' be- 
lieved to have incurred the Earl's enmity on 
account of his determination to profecute an 
Italian phylician, whom Leiceiler wiflied to 
proteft, as a bigamift. 

The next compoiition, in the Complaints^ \b 
Mother, HtU)berds Tale; whifch is dedicated td^ 
the Lady Compton and Mountegle, Thii 
Lady was Anne, the " fifth daughter of Sir 
John Spenier, diftinguilhed alfo, in the Paf^ 
toral of Colin Clouts come home Ugain^ by th^ 
name of Charillis. She was married firft to S«pr 
William Stanley, Lord Mountegle ; nex<>-t6 
Henry Compton, Lord Compton ; and laftly 
to Robert Sackville, Lord Buckhurft, aftef-^ 

* See Strype's Life of Archbijkop Orindal, p. 224-. Andmore 
particularly Harington's Briefe View of the State of the Churchy 
&c. 1653, p. 5. 

« Dr. Birches Life of Spenfer, Upton's Pref. ut fupr. Bio- 
graph. Brit. &c. 
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Waids Earl of Doifet ; whom^the author of tbe 
Life of Spenferv prefixed, to Mr. Churchy 
editioi!!^ of the Faerie Queene^ hsis tronfounded 
with his fetber, Thomds Lord Buckhurft. I 
oapnot agree . with Mr. Malone^ * that this 
I^dy was the widow of Lord Coasiptoa a^t the 
time of Spenfer's infcribing this Poem to her ; 
becaufe Spenfer tells us, in the Dedicatiqii, 
that ^^he had longjithens compofed thia Poem 
in the raw conceipt of his youth;'* and Lord 
Compton died in 1589. But in the Poem 
there L^ an allufion to Sir Philip Sidney, under, 
tiie defcnption of the brave Courtier ^ as then 
living; and he died in 1586. There feems 
alfo an allufion in it, by the exprefiions applied 
to the coxcomic^l Ape at Court, to the fame 
perfon whom Harvey reprefents,^ in his anfwer 
to Spenfer s Letter of April 7* 1580, as the 
mirrour of Tufcanifm, as a ^ Magnijko^ &c. 
The Lady therefore was now the wife of Lord 
, Compton. But, in Colin Clouts come hmne 
e^gWMy ihe« is the wife of SackviUe. To this 
Jjady, as to her Sifters, the Poem is inferibed, 
with ^^ the humble afieflion and fiiithfull due^ 
tie,- which,'* the poet urges, " I have alwaies 

' Inquiry into tbe autfaenticity of the pfetended Shakfpeare 
papers, &c. p. 63. 

7 See ver. 665. The precife cKpreflion alfo of Harvajf, 
Tlinee Letters, &c, 1580. p. 36. " For life Magnifiw^t' tLC^*^ 
already cited in p. xliv. ^ . . 
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hitxii sdfiur AceousTiT o^b: . 

pifofef&d, and an^ bound to d^are to' Tinggr 
novsE from whence yeejja^ing J' i* ., 

In this ^^Ktirical Poem, reflefkioM on the 
general iiiflability . of Court^-farT^odr havOi oftc^ 
beein cited an a^ pr6bf of Lord Burleigh's offp^ 
fiticn^ td Spexifer : 

■ ■ ' <■'■'• ' . . ' ' '.■'■.. 

'^ Moft miferable man, whom wielded fate 
^ IJatli brought fb Coui% to fue for /iad-i/wi^, 
" Thil? few have found, and manie one hafe nnft^! - 
« ^ f ufiL little l^iQW^ th<m> that haft: not Jiidc;^ .\ 
J ^^ What h^ll^.isj^jn (uing^«lofR0^ b^e^ « 

To lofe gpo4 dayfB8> that might be better fpent j 
To waft long nights in peniive diJTcontent.; 

'* To i|>eed to-day, ta be put badk ta-nloifow^ 
'^ lb iaedm hop^ to pine n/vitb feare^d forrow ; 
To h^v^ thy Princ€$ gmce^yet want her Pfere^f^ ■■ r- 
To haye tl^ aiking, yet waite maiiie yeeres ; 
f^.To fr^ttny (bule with croffes and with cares; 
t #t rp^ ^j^ tjjy ijufy^ through comfortleflfe difpan-e^ j 

c ♦^ T* fi^M>ire, to ci^oiKKdie^ to Waite, to ride, ta v^nm, * 
' f ^To-fpend^tagiv^, to want, to be undqd[i|!<e. 
'^ Uiihappie wight, borne to defaftrous end, ; 

^^ 'pni2ti doth his life in fo long tendance fpend T 

Thb(pfiirage b^ &ippt(iedj to harva been nepi^N 
iinteki 'toi LojBd Burkigb as a cexifdre upon ^m; 

^ MfAiimyfMpp^'t^ri. not is> hv^ appt^cd o^ t b is poeticitj ,fa<;ii!t.; 
For he writes ; " I mult needs fay, Mother Hubbard in heat 
oi ehcJeiV fbiJgetttBg^ ^; pure fongniia^ of her fweel^ Fadry 
Queene, wilfully overflwtt lier malcouteuted felfij : as. elfo- 
vliere J have fpeciffied' at largi^, with ttie good leave of an* 
Qiioafe^ fwendftiipp/' 

* S^ Dr. Birch's Life of Spenfer. 
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Bttfc, at tii^ d«f6 Bf tHelktti B«c* irf hte Paerib 
Qj^m&i ^p^nfet derne^ that it wds his intention, 
ih atiy of Ws writings^ to refleCloti this *^ mighty 
j^er/'f -iind^ alluditig ttt the morifter DfefcraO-* 
tttJfi- <<^fco ererl *' fpatfes nbt the gentle Poet'i 
rime," he- proceeds j 



€( 
€< 
€€ 



Ne may this hoiriely Vferfe, of msiiiy me£lneli> 
'Hope to efcape his veneiriouii defpite. 
More than tkj^Y* koRMER WkIts, all Were they cleaneji 
From blamefull blot ydrtd free from all that mte 
WitH which fame \30mhed tongues did it iackeUtti 

/^ And britig into a mighty Pires lMfpkafure> 

'' That fieverfo deferred to endite,"^ " 

Tbefe ^ icfrmef Write'" aire 1 conje^^are^, by 
Mr*^ Upton, * to be the Pdjiorais ; in which 
the poet's commendations of archbiftibp Grift* 
dal, and his reflexions on biihap Ayjjtoer, ate 
the topicfcs that were offensive to Bdrieigh. 
Grindal, whom Spenf6r reverenced, Had cer- 
tainly experienced fome opppfitipri fropi JBur- 
leigh, long before the publication of the Pq/io-^ 
rah^ In a very fpirited letter to tlrtt noble- 
man, dated ^ June 26. 1574^ the prelate vindi- 
cates the attack made upon his charafter, to 
which Burleigh, it feems, had given credit ; 
and demands, in confeqilence of his good namp 
being thus unjuftly blotted, and bis o^ce flaif* 

* See the note on Tder, Qu, vi. xii. 41. 
** State-PaperB; by Murdin, p* 275* 
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d^red, an imliiQdiate trial* Tbree yearjs aftber* 
^eards, being the(i archbifiiop of Cantorbufy, 
he was ^ confifted to bis houfe, and iequeftered. 
And to this difgrace, after defcribihg the ments 
of Grindal, Spenfer alludes in the feventli 
Eclogue of the Shepkeards Calender : . 

JUbr. But fay mee^ what is Algrind^ hee 

That is fo oft bynempt f , 

^ Tho. He is ajhephtard great in gftf. 
But hath bene long ypent, ^!* 

The interference of the poet we muft there- 

.fore fuppofe difpleafing to the policy of th^ 

ftatefman. 

; ;B^ wh^fc can we fay. of thei lines in. the 

JtfUims of Time J which evidently point, at 

JBftrleigh? 

v.^ f^ Fdf J^ that nowwelis4ill things at his will, 
c ^\ Scoroi th' OQe ^od th' ^ther in. his deeperikiQ. 
^' O gi^efe of griefes ! O gall of all gpod beartes ! 
^^ To fee that vertue ihould deipifed bee 
^^ Of hims^ tjiat tirft was raiide for vertuous parts^ 

* Strype*s Life of Grindal^ p. 231. 
' ^ Theie lines are hiaccurately printed in many editions. 
But the iirA, and moil flagrant, departure from the original is 
in the folio of 1611. In cohfe^uence of the alteration, Uie 
reader wbukl look in( vain for this allufion to a partictdar- 
perfon ; for the application is rendered general : 
" Forfuch as now haoe moft the vorld at will, 
" Scorn th* oni and th' other &c/' v 

And^ in the remainder of the allufion, the.fingular number is 
difcarded for the plural; which Hughes and' others follow. 
The editor of the firft folio thought the paiTage perhaps, thci» 
generalifed, a hapjn/ touch at the times ; or was anxious, by the 
removal of particulars, to appeafe the (had^ of Buxl^igbi 
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...... ^ " 

^' AbcI now^ bro&d^fpreading^ like an i^^ tree, 

■i *^ . Letd igKime ihoot up thi^ nigh him plimted bee : . 

; /' O let the man, of whom the Mufe tM fcomed, 

'^ Nor alive nor dead be of the Mufe adorned !'* 

I confider the Ruines of Time to have been 
written almoft immediately after the publication 
of the firft edition of the Faerie Queene ; for 
it could not have been written till * after the 
death of Sir Francis Walfingham, who died in 
April 1590 ; and Spenfer's Letter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, at the end of this edition, is dated in 
Jdnutfry 1589-90. With the Faerie Queene tak 
Sonnet had been tranfmitted to Burleigh, in 
which Spenfer endeavours to footh the lord 
%reafurer to an acceptance of his " idle rimes.*' 
But in vain. The Introduftion to the fourth 
Book of the Faerie Queene j the continuation 
of the former edition, pubhftied in 1596, bearsi 
teftimony to the coldnefs of Burleign : 

The rugged forhead^ that with grave forefi^t 
Weldes kingdomes caufes and affaires of ftate. 
My loofer rimes^ 1 wote^ doth (harply wite 
>;^^ For praifing love, 8U5t"; ^ -) 

'Burleigh's difapprobation was probably fliewn 
at the firft appeamnee of the Faerie Queent^i 
and, to this difdain of his labours, I afcribe 
the hoheft indignation of the poet in the IR^uines 
iDf Tinve. In the Teares of the MufeSy (which 

• See the note on the Ruines of Timey ver, 436^ . 
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I believe tft lie » iPBjch/ e^ifUet copsipogtipn of 
Spenfer,) the fdjllfOMring lines, often cited as a 
corolUry to Ithe proof of the poet having 
offended the lord treafurer, are certainly too 
jeneral to offend a particular perfon. The lord 
:reafurer might, with equal propriety, have 
been offended at the title of the chapter in 
Puttenhain's ^ AyH of EngKJh Poefie^ already 
pitecj/ / / 






Their gre^ Jcev^Hes aliin (\impt^Q\i8 pri4^ / 
Tliey. fpend, t|iat npu^^to learn^j tb^y. ipajr ipare ; 
^ ^^ And the rich fee, which J^oets Wont divide; * 

*' ^^ Now Paralites and Sycophants do feare.'* 

1 • • • r 

» ' -• - , . 

Mr* Waiiton is 9f opinion ^ that Burleigh wa^ 
a Purlta,!) ; ^nd t^^at the Puritans, who ^ere 
nunierx)vis in the time of Elizabeth, were pecu^ 
Ijarly cbara^erifed fpr their hatred of poetry, 
)iowever inilrt|6live. Yet the Earl of Leicelier^ 
I muft obferve, was the friend of Spenfer and 
of the '■ Puritans, And it has been juftly ob- 
ferved by Pr* 3irch,, ^ that Burleigh's peglefj; 
of Spenfer is pot to be attributed fb miiich to 
#jiy jerfp'ml prejudice £(gaipft hiiji or cont^mjt 
of pqetry^ P3 tQ tbe,po^i4 «arly att^^^n^efltt tQ 

r 

^ See my ^ote on Willy ip the Teares of tie M${feSy ver. 208, 

* See p. IxviIn ^ . ; ' * » ; . k , » j j 

k 

Riieene. 

* Se.e the.npte on Cartwrkht. p, xli,. 
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tlie Eari'of Leioefter, and aftc^^wards to the 
JEari of 'Eflex; who were both' fucceffively heads 
of a-party opplofite to the lord treafurer. Hence 
peHiaps the expreffion of Spenier alfo m Mother^ 
Hubbetds Tale : 

*^ (y( men erf armes he had but finall rfegard, 
*^ But kept them loWe, and ftreign^d verie Wd* - ' 

. .>^ For men of leaiiiii^ little he e^efii|ied^ &c.'' 

Mother Hubberds Tate riiuft not be difmiflfed. 
Without retnarkirtg the political feioWledge which 
Spenfer dlfplay s in it. Let the readet attehtirely 
ferufe the poem from ver. ilI9- ^o Vei*. 1224, 
and he will probably not deny the difcernmentof 
the poet, even if he applies his pofitibns^ to th^ 
htftory of modern EtJirope. This Po^m, I ftiUfi: 
add, was re-publiflied in 1784, with a DediM 
catiojl, highly latirical, to thfe Hon. CharW 
James Fox, by ^George Dempfter, Efq. Ali P. 

The fubfequeht Poems in the Complaints 
have been iilfeady noticed, 

' By the date of the dedication of Daphmida; 
(the lieXt publicitJon,) we find Spfenfer in London 
&ii the iSrft of January, 1591-2. This beautiful 
Elegy was Written upon the death of Douglas 
Howard, daughter and heir of Henry liord 
Howard, Vifeount Byndon ; and wife dfiArtbuf- 

* From the information of Charles Dilly, Efq, by whom the 
work was publifhed, 
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Gorge, or Gorges Efquire, afterwards knightdii. 
It is dedicated to her ^ aunt, the Ladie Helena^ 
Marehionefs of iNorthanlptbn. The affiiS?eill 
hulband is introduced into the Poem, under the 
name of AlcyoHj as bewaiUng the death of u 
White Lionefs which he had been fo happy as 
to find, and had tenderly nurfed. The JfkHe 
Lion being one of the Duke of Norfolk's (ap- 
pbrters to his armorial bearings, " the ■fiddle 
of the loved LipneiTe,'' as the poet c^Us it, is 
eafily explained. In th$ .Dedication Spenfer 
avows the " goodwill which he bears unto 
Mafter Arthur Gorges, a lover of learning and 
vertue;'' and again he notices hiip, with pecu- 
liar elegance, 'm Colin Clouts come home agaitiy 
not only as inx^onfolable for the lofsof his be- 
loved Daphne, but as ^, known to the Mufes 
and his comrades by notes of Higher mood. 
Sir Arthur Gorges, however, has hitherto been 
recorded as a man of genius, without a proof 
of the aifertion. I am happy to add his 
name to the lift of Englifh poets; and t^ 
reader will be pleafed with the following fpe4- 
men of his talents and his modefty. It is the 
Sonnet, addreffed to the reader of "The 
Olympian Cataftrophe, dedicated to the worthy 

" See the Dedication. 

" See ver. 177. 

• S«e ver. 390, 391. 
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memory of tlbe, moft heroical Lord Henry, !at6 
iUuftridus Pritice of Wales, &c. By S^ Arthtit 
Gorges, Knight, 1612 f a poem in manufcript 
ef confiderable length, together vpith fome 
^Sonnets ; preferved amongft numerous treafiiresf 
of a fimilar itoture, which belonged to the late 
Duke of Bridgewater, and now belong to the 
Marquis of Stafford, 

*' No praife of Poefie do I ^ffe&y , 

'' '' Nor flatteries hoped meed doth me encite ; 

'^ Siich bafe^bom thoughts as fervile I reieft • " 
. ^f S^rcow doth dilate what my Ze^ doth iKtite : . 

'^ Sorrow for that rich tr^for we have Iq^, 

^^ Zeale to the memory of what wee had ; 

'' And that is all they cann, that cahn fay mod : 

** So fings my Mufe m zeale and forrow clad ; 

^^ r So fkige ActiUes to his iiher harpe^ 

^' When fowle affiront had reft his faire delight ; 

'^ So fings fweet Philomell againft the iharpe ; 

*' So fings the Swann, when life is taking Hight : 

^^ So fings my Zeale the noats that Sorrowe wcepes ; 
I f' Which Antheam lange, my Mufe for ever fleepes/' 

/ 

1 come now to the confideratlon of the 
Paftoral, entitled CoKn Clouts come home again; 
the Dedication of which to Sir Walter Raleigh 
is dated December 27. 1591. But that date 
muft be an errour of the prefs. The Poem 
exhibits internal evidence of having been written 
at a fubfecjuent period. In the firft place, there 
is a lamentation in it on the death of Ferdi^ 
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nandp, Eai4 ^f Derby, who is J^j;Jfdv4^5W^ 
aa appelbtipn by ^ hich Na(h alio appears to 
ha$e diitingui(][>ed him. Tbis nobletnaQ, as I 
bave akeady ftated, died in April 1594. ,H^ 
is defcribed by Spenller as » 

'■' ' P ^' the noWeft fwaitie^ 

, ^^ That evea* piped on sin oaten quill : ' \ ;' 

^^ Both did he other which could pipe^ maintained 
^^ A fid eke could pipe himjelfe uith pafjhig Jlxitt-^ 

Of his poetical abilities a fpecimen is preferv^, 
in the ** Antiquarian Repertory, from a manu- 
fcript tl^a* belonged to Sir John Hawkins. 
Spenfer incurred the gentle reproof of Nafli, in 
confequence of his negle6ling to falute this 
patron of learning in the fame manner, as he 
had faluted other^ " Englilh heroes,'' at the<end 
of the Faerie Queene. Speiifer perhaps' felt 
,the reproof; and refolved, in this Poem, to 
make fome atonement for his negleft. The 
eflimatiidn in which this nobleman was held, is 
defcribed in very lively terms by Nafh ; and is 
worthy of citation as well on the account of 
the party commended as of the party blamed* 
" ^ From generall fame,'' fays Nafli, '^ let me 
idigreis to my private experience j and, with ?i 

f- Colin Clouts $Qfn€ home again, ve/. 44(1. 
"i Lprd Oxford's Iloyal and Noble Authors. 
' Supplication of Pierce Pennileffe, &c. **tu. 159^; ^t th^ 
con«c^uftonj 
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t^QUg ^«w>rtby to name ^ name of f«ch*wor-p 
ihines, afFe6:ionatelie^^€fipblaiao, to the e|es tl^s^t^ 
woonder, the matchleffp. imjige qf hojpor.,and 
magnificent rewarded of vertuey Ibve^ eagle- 
bo rne G anitn^d, thrice noble A mtfntai.-^^ one 
but Defert Ibould fit in Fathes grace ; none 
but He6lor be remembred in the chronicles of 
Prowefte ; nonebqt.tl;jou,moftcurteous-^//2f/wto5, 
be the fecQfid raifticall argumeait of the K flight 
of the R^croffe.— A nd heere, heatenlie Spencer^ 
I am moft. highlie to accufe thee of forget- 
fulnes, that, iq that honourable cat^og^ of 
our EngJrifli Hejrote^ wych ii^ftieth tfa^'osffiiclufion 
of ihy famous Faerie Queene, th<iu worfdft let 
fOij(f)e<^ialt a pillei- qf Nobilitie pafle n^f^tt^elj. 
T|w? veriie thought of bis far derived difc§iili, 
ft»d extraprdinarie parts M^berewith hp ailpnietk 
ftbe worldf and drawls ^U harts to his love^, 
vmM We infpired thy fipirewe?^ried Murfe wit^ 
nm* fviie to proc^de to th^ next triv?P5)bs oi 
•tby ftfrt^lie Godd^fle !— -But, aa J in fevOr gf fo 
>^ye -a. fchpjlev fqppiofe, with tbiscoiinfeU be 
r^frayid bisi meritiqil ijji the firft part, tli»t he 
#aig^it with fbll faile proqeed W his dt>^ iciomr 
tueiadatipp^' in the feicQnd. Of this ecc*6o» 
Jorig fiiiQei Ii happened to frame ^ Scwn^t, whicb 
'being wbolie in^nded td tb^ rewrc^jce pif thjfe 
renowmed Lords to whom I owe all the ulmofte 
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powers of my love and dutie, I meant h6ere 
for variety of ftile to infcrt. ' 

Penifing yefteraight, with idle eyes. 

The Fatjy Srngert flately-tuned verre ; 

And viewing, a&&T cbapmetu wonud guife, 

What flmoge cwitents the title did r«faearfe ; - -i 

I Are^t leapt over to the latter end, ) • 

Where, like the queint comfedians of our timeji 

That when their Flay is doone do fal to rjrme, ' 

I found fliort lines to Tundry Nohles pend, f 

Whom he, as fpeciall mirrouri, fingled foutth 

To be the Patrons of hjs Poetiy : 

I read them all, and reverenc't their worth } 

Yet wondred he left out thy memoty. 

But thei^re, gueft I, he fuppreft Ay name^ 
Becjiife few words might nut comprUe diy feme ! 

Beare with me, gentle Poet^ though I conceive 
not aright oif thy purpofe, or be too inquifitiv^ 
into the intent of thy obUviori ; for howere^ 
my conie6ture may mille the cufbion, yet Ifa^I 
my fpeech favour of friendlbip, though it he mi 
alied to iadgement." In Lodge's * lUtt/ttatiaia. 
o/* Britijh tjijiory^ there is preferred a Ltettet 
of this nobleman to the Earl of Eflex, dated 
Decemb. 19' 1593; which, the learned editbt 
obferves, " abounds with good fenfe, high 
fpirit, and fweetnefa of temper. An untimely 
death undoubtedly defrauded him of a con- 
ipicuous tituatton in the hiHory of his country.* 

■ Vol. 3. p. 31. 



Incl^ lus s^camplifhments, a3 well as hi3 .un« 
natural end pccafioued by the refentment of the 
Jefuits^ have been recorded in many publica* 
tions. 

/ But, befides the d^te of tjiis nobleman^s 
death,: there is another : convincing proof that 
tins Paftoral was written lohg after 1591 in the 
praife afligned to Daniel for his " pqffionate 
fnifchmiccy^ which mesons bia ' Complaint of 
I2a/amo»d publiihed with his Sonnets in 1592; 
and for bis " tragick plaints/' which point out 
bis firfl dramatick publication, the tragedy of 
** Cleopatra in 1594?. 

The ^autiior of the life of Spenfer, prefixed 
j{;q JMf. Church's edition of the Faerie Queetie, 
confiders the circumftance of Sir Walter Ra- 
lieigb's dif^race at Court, in confequence of bis 
(criminal amour with the daughter of Sir Ni- 
C^la3 Tbrogmprton, as likewife refuting the 
date pf 1591 in the Dedication of the Paftotal. 
i^lid he is right in his conje6iure^ I think ; but 
l^i^ ^xa^ in his ftatemept. The difagreement 
|?etween Raleigh and Lord Eflex, although it 
occafioned Raleigh's departure from Court, 
could not, I conceive, be. the fubjeO: of the 

— '' lamentable lay 

'* Of great unkindneffe^ and of ufage hard^ 
. ** Of Cynthia the Ladie of the Sc^ ;*' 

^ See Ritfoh's Bibliograph. Poetica, Art. DameL 
^ See Baker's Biograph. Dramatica, Art. Daniel, 



which Spe lifer tell^ us was th© • fong 6f hk 
^end. A private y Letter (as it is eMiflei) 
jBrom I^aleigh td Sir George Cartel, daitfi 
Decemb. 27. 1589, of which our hiftofiiffli 
have taken no notice, feetris to ihew, ihat, 
hoitteveY j^aloas E(}bx might be of hiiii^ b« tt^dd 
ftill iti^ iUvcfur with the Queen : ** Cimfekl 
George, For ?w;y ^eirmt Jrmji tiie Courijit 
was uppOA good caufe, to take order fyfth^ 
pnte. if in Irlande they thincke thut 1 «a^ 
not worth the refpeOinge, they ihUll ma^k ^- 
eeve -thpnvfelves. I am in place to be bekved^ 
not inferior to any man to plefure or dlij^leftihrg 
the gfeateli; and my oppinion is fo receved 
and beleved a$ I can anger- the beft of tketifi 
and therefore if the * Deputy be not As reddyi to 
fteed me as I have bynn to defend hyirt, fee i4 
it may, when S^ William ffitz Williami jftialte 
tn IriglaikJ, I take myfealfe farr his bdttr^ fey 
the honorable 6iffices I hold^ as alfo b^ ik^ 
nicenefi to her Maiejit^ zsf^Jiill I hno^^ and 
never morei I am willinge to con tine w to* 



.> 



* Colin Clonic coi^ home ogam, ver. iG-J-. , , 
y Carew INISS. in the Librar}? at Lambeth Palace, N**. 605. 

p. 140,- trrorteouAy entered-p. 146* in Dr. WHkina's CaWlogiiet 
On tlie top of this original Letter is written, ** A privatt Letter 
from S' Walter Raleghe to S^ G. C. *27. Decemb. 1589" 

* Namely, Sir William Fitzwilliams, prefently idcntioned ; 
wbo had before been Lord Juftk-e, and Lord Deputy/ of Ire-» 
land ; and who was again appointed Lord Deputy in 15S8. U# 
was lucceeded by Sir AVilliam Ruflell, io 1594. 



ivai^ bym dil iViendly ofiBceiv and I ddubt n&t 
of the like froina^ hym as -ivell towards mee as mf 
/rifida, &c/' Tfafe difpks^ui^ of the Qmen^ 
th^i is^ to be attjributed tG ^the culpability of 
Raleigh in regard to the lady wh^m I havo 
menUon^d ; who a^fo became an obje^ of the 
royal anger^ aad wasiWith.Rakigh ^ eomiDitted 
to tbe.!J[!oMr^r m July 1592. She was ppe: of 
}^Y IM^jefty's Maids of ^onpun . They were 
r^e^fed ifrom this confiniei^i^nfc in the ^ Septem- 
ber following; 9.nd Raleigh, ^tixQugh perhaps not 
fprmally admitted t;o th^ pr^fence of the Queen, 
wai& fpo^ ^fter,w^r(^s able tp prove the reftora- 
tion of her %vour to him by pbtainipg, froni 
ber, tl^e i9?ipoj of . Sherborne in P.orfetlhire| 
whii^f Dr. Coldw^U, oq his , promotion to the 
l^iiboprick ofSaliibury, had cpnfented to ali- 
fi^i^te tp the Crown ; froip which prelate, how- 
^Fqj"^ there is a L^ter, in tlxe *^ Burleigh State- 
^^jaipefs publi(hed by Murdin, addreflSsd to Mn 



_ I S§^ a letter from Sir Edward SCafFord to Antony. Baqoa 
Ei^r. dated July 30. 15p'2, in Birch's Memoirs of Queen Eliz. 
\q}, 1. p,79' '* If you have any thing to do with Sir Waiter. 
Ralegh, or have aiiy love to make to Mrs. Throckmorton ; at 
the Tower to-morrow you may fpeak with them, if the coun- 
tc^fiand come not to-night; as fome think will not be, and] 
particularly he that hath charge to fend them thither." 

^ See Collins's Sidney-Papers, &c. vol. 2. pp. 54, 55, where 
Raleigh appears, by a letter dated June 2. 1597» fully reidflated 
in the Queen'a favonr, and gracioufly readmitted to her pre*?' 
ieiice. 

^ Page 575. . ^ 



Henry Brooke, and dated Api^iliXOi^ 1^9^^ kl 
which the condu6i of Raleigh om this occaSxm 
nfft^Ts to hate been rapacious. But to p^wer 
further the influence of Raleigbi and that rigki 
mU he had complained^ 

*' That could great Cynthia^ fore dSpletTufe breake^ 
^^ .And move to take Um to her grflceagame f 

I cite the Contemporary authority of Sir John 
IJarington: " ** And to fpeak firft of the Knight 
who carried the fpolia opima of this biftioprick; 
having gotten Sherborne caftle, park, and par- 
fonage; he was in ihofe dayes in Jo great 
favour with the Queen^ as I may boldly fey, 
that with leffe fuit then he vms feiiie tor nrake 
to her ere he could peffefit this his purcbafe, 
and with lefle money then he beftowed fince in 
Sherborne in building and buying out leaifes 
and in drawing the river through rocks mto his 
garden, he might haVe very juftly, and with'ouf 
oflfence of the Church or State, have compaffi^' 
a much better purchafe." It may be proper to 
add, that Sir AValter had made the only repa- 
ration in his power to the degraded chara6ler, 
and injured innocence, of the lady, by marrying 
her. Spenfer has alluded to this intrigue, and 

** Briefe View of the State gf the Church of En glands &c. edife* 
lj653. p. 89.— In (hort, Raleigh feems to have illuftrated the 
truth of what Spenfer fo much condemns in Mother Subbei^ds, 
fale, ver. 619,^20. 
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Hi e^ni^t^Be^ h the oo^^li^onx^t th^%e^ 

ti^O, <3| Raleigh, Ijefpre, • l^e « r is,, ir^j^ , t)», 
%raer,;gTaee againe" in •th.evfuliK^qiji^j^n^^ 
is <J^riM in Spw^rta h^K,i^,a^n^]r. ' ; It 
is an; inteireftif^ lamen^|^<MiSQ!r>fK %i 4i^^4 
wd j<ii%r«jW2ed ff-ifii^. ^ I; ip .theci#?fiq^vOi^,libi?j 
^iif^ ♦> ift. JM8r fW€(e^;fa4^eilff>J^t," i ;;.^^^-;^ /. 
' Jfl cofifequejiGe, tbeq, ; of the; , ;fa4Uj , jyl}iciUi;i 
b^^e ))?S9«g^. together, I «jn lefi; to b^lj^v^ f^h^ 
J^ec^^lQ.M' 1594 or 1595 Ihpul^ fee.tjie'^^ft 
*He^P8^«?»t«>P. of Co^ C^^«,«<?9f(e:^3^ flgHi^fei 
An4- liaviiig atl;eq494 IjP, thisipoinfe I ^rijl^^ 
i|i9tice.,/<>nae of the, ppRtesapq^uy, qlj^ra^gi 
yghvph are jpjtynduqed, iwdeir, !$^mi?,/Pr r^} 
i^japSW^ in this agre^We, poena.. ,, - , 5 .: <1 
^^fSfi^jierd of the Ofipan_ is Sir WaV«ic. ^^n 
ififtl^ i wlv)r; M %ti;^ Sppflsfer,tO;iitli© 
<^il^^.rT-^ftd^ tfee. nap^e ^of ^^lypbej^ hi% 
other friend and patron. Sir Philip Sidney, 
"now dead\and gone," is deplored;. as, under 
the fame title he is the fubjedt of Spenfers 
Elegy on his 'Sie9.lh\!^—AinynfaSi as I hav*^ be- 
fbre obferved, denotes the deceafed Earl of 
Derby.--^Under the appellation of L^/c^^o/iiatf 
in the Elegy entitled Daphnaida, the accom- 
plijlujd- and affiided Sit Arthur Qorges is 
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4iRgat^i^Harpttlmi- ** now waten .agect^ 4h 
th6 ^rc@'ll^'th6 Qikeenj \i probably Bamal^ 
Goidgef^ -^ho Was tfikA a retainer to Ce<iil^^ 
ifterwsl^i^ 'in ' 15(99' a i^Rtleitian-pefl{ibiJerr*tb 
«h^ Qiii^l i!n %ht(ih yeatr he publiihed his 
«» Egl8g^''El«W{ih», and i9dnnets."i-^j^ €5^ 
ibtt^ wtMy i# d^t^ifbed'^^-^^fn^nly^agi^d', ^rel 
tLl^ilt^w^^P^ft'^ wfeoih Sfiei^fl^r knewj pe^M 
Abraham Fi^ce i^ -intertdtd' ; P^ti- wa& ■ tfc 
^i^df'bf^^r^y^ kitf the writer df feferal 
poettu) Iti^Etigliih hexailnetiers, as l^slia^eiAta^ 
tibBiA^^^Airiinfcaaj &Ci ^he Gofuhte^ #'P«ini 
1#dk^ li^^bureli,^ ^^.- file 'EimietH^ns <if 
le^doA,^ «e.- iHe'^fe *calM to.«he-bi*"<»f 
^^^tirt- of'^lie.Marbhtes of W^lesi aridv'^ 
i^Oi^'v^ i^ee^mmefBlAeA by ffehry * EaVl of 
Pembroke as a nito in' e\^ry refpi^ qualiSedt 
to^ be-the Qtreens Solicitor in that Goart 
*^ But what beicame df him afterwards does b0 
apj)eari^Pi!r^Wv»hdin Sprier pr^^ ' ' 

■/.■''■ ,' i • ' ; \ ■ ■ ...•■'■ ' ■ ' • ' ■ • 

! ► '' worthie of srreat praifo 

^^ -41^)6 he enyi^ at my m/?/f /: qujll ;^ , 

may .^^n T]iQn*a3.Cbalonpr.; a fi^eit, v^bc»ii 
Pattenbamy pp,his>-4r/? ofEugUJi Pq^fi^i rank§ 
with I^pi^pf^f; ; f r ifele<^^5t ^a*) patterns. , ^< /q^ 






* See Brydgea's edition gf Pbi^Ups's Thealrum Ppetavum 
Abglicanoruid, pi 126. * ' 

^ Ibid« p. 108* And Biograph, Drani« Art* Fraunct, 
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itglogUeand pajiarall poejk, iSi? #fitii|» §ydne»y 
ahd Maifter Challener, and- tlii« mbft-fgi&fltlei 
liiah who IvRite the late Siifef)beaifde8 Galdiicfor.'* 
And 'Meres, in his' Wits Trtafurv^ ¥aWks Chal^ 
febtier **^ antdngft the befl far pajhrd!'<^ ll\m 
commended, he might be led to " eiMe'bt the 
raftick qnilf' of a pciet; whotti he pc?Afe]^s con- 
fidered *a rival in thisTpecies of femfe.'^—^ Icon, 
I atri'iiidhced to think, is intendied for Thoixn^ 
Watfbti; a writer of numerous fotan^ts atid mH^ 
drigals, and * commended as the Engli(h Pe- 
tf&frcii. He i^ alfo numbered amoiig the prin- 
aipar VriterS of pafloral poetry' j afed is dal9^ 
*^witfe riaiWtey, Ldand, Newtonf,"a«d ot^r^ (if 
Ks couiitrymen, for having a;tiained good 
i^pdtt, and hohoarabU advancement, ^ a Latiil 
jk^tJ^ Spenfer apparently wiftiedhitti to^* raife 
his'tunes* from lays,^ firdm fongs and » fonnetsi , 
tb loftier themes. He has beitewed on Speiifer 
a very neat * enconiitim, which I have given: iri 
the note btelow. — Old Palemon feeins tb point 

' ' • * 

« By Meres, in his fFits Treafury^ 1598. See alfo Brydg^s^ 
ut fuprt p. 213. ' 

1^ Ibid. 
^ '^ Sed quid K AM [the Queen] referO|qu8&^no(lfo carmine 

maiot,' 
V*' ^* Eil cantanda tuo^ dnlcis Spencbre, cothumo/ . > 
^' Cuius inefl nunieris Hiblaei copia mellis. 
*^ Tuquoq; nobifcum (quoniam tunofter Apollo) ;4;^. 

' ^* Lugentem folare Deam, quoties Mdiboei 
" Triftia lacrymulis preciofis funera deflet. 
<> Die iUi (ta namque potesfteliee caiiHBiia) - 

g2 



C .: SOME ikCCpUNT^OF ^ 

at 3!iiomirt<lQlfurcfcya|(4 wfeo wrote ^|)irq4igioitt 
number oif [ ipo^ticpl piec^ ; of wj^ipfct , tlje 1»?| 

ol&S0mfef,.irfi^W,l^ ^a^Qb%M§d t^hat t^ie ipel^r 

. f^Yetl|eWl»<tlfftWy/re^ be^^^^ , .. , 

f', That/im§ fojong uotill Quite hoarfe he grew !** . 

Having' l?^n a 13510ft l^)39riqj»$ writer fpr l^^ 

. : To tbef^^f^tjpiis appellptipn? fi^cee;^^ .^^ 

r€»Jrnpi«ef i9if ^A?W^r ^pd DamW ; o^'mJI^ 
the foiflttier.ift:'" rej>re%ite4 by 4ntp^y.>Y<^(i^ 
<^ the Wflft P«e^^f^4 Cf ref^n th^t^ a^y?: 9p^ ^ 
or nftl^Qijt priwiuQfid.;' He was i^duq^t^ ^^ 
'JJwity , ,(5pil^e, X^amb^^ge. Of thif^ di^ 
g»ii3?^4l Wrft>9 I >?^ill r^te Jppexircugi^c^ 
wjijiph w^i)? UPt Hl^owp Jto Wpod. Of bw^^jji 
in Baapfufcrigt, tl^ EUfeih wij^ich Spenfer h^^jy 
celebrates, I jaave given an account in the " mgi^ 

on its introduction into this Paftoral. He ap- 

■' ' . . . . . ■..._.:■..■ -■■ ^ 

*^ Arcadas innumeros, quanquam Meliboeus obiuit, . , 
" Praeftantes i'uperefle viros, fimiles Melibcei. * 

>^ DamoBtam ipQOiora, q<io non pra&ql^ior alter, &o/' 
Melibceus Thomae Watfoni, five Ecloga in Obitum Honora- 
ttffimi ¥iri^ DomiiH IVaiiciCci, VVaUing^iamiy Eq^itis, Aiu&ti^ 
Ike. 4to. Lond. .1590. Sign* D. 

^ See tbe BibliographiaPoetica, Art. C^vrc^ari/. 
} Ibid. - ;. 

" Athen. Ox. Eafti, voL 1. col. H4. 
" See Colin CltmU c^tnt home agaiuy >ver. 4rQ3. 
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p«Jirt to'have receivefd^aft ofi&i* ef the i'dfibi^ 
^ Brettenlwin in Siifibittfrom th^ hdtd Keeper 
W^^ttiy which be' dedioli^j as b^^ i^bt-a^^ 
able to his expe6ta^on^ in a • lieifter' ac^fe*^ 
|ttmied iii4i;b a copy of elegant LatdVi bexametters 
t6 bb Lordftiip, He telinquiibed^ ias Wood 
relat^s^^ thfe Cburcb of Ettgland < fof that of 
iRome ; but' aftei^ards rettimed^ to his deferted 
ftidtbfer, and dbtaiiied eonfideral^Ie ec^tefiaftici^ 
pteftifrnentM4 He died in 1640; His eofivferfiori 
to Popery had probably taken place ab6^tl59B5 
in it^ln^h year he publiftied' bis liiotiW** for his 
condQ6):. In 1604 he was ehjgaged inr^tt'OOto* 
t^^rfy; c^ account of hi^ nfewrproffefflbii of 
£u^fa,^ *rith an antagopift of the^^higheft repn- 
tktion as a fcholar and l^roteftant Diwttey l>n 
Will ^ Bfedell, afterwaikis Bi(bop of Kiltoore ,• 
ttn admirer and ^ ittiitator alfo of l^nfer; Ala- 
bafter was Hndonbtedly a man of great learning; 
Ih his Rowanuj however, which Dr. Jobnfori 
has greatly extolled, there is certainly much 
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• Among the Bridge water manufcripts. 

P Among the Lambeth manufcripts (No. 772*) there is a valu» 
Hble and carioiid work, entitled ** A Defence of the Anfwer to 
31r. AlaUailer's Four Demauda againfl a;:Treatife intituled 
The Catholicks Reply upon Bedel's Anfwer to Mr. Alablader's 
Ibur D^iB^nds/^ The Letter at the beginning is addreiTed 
H to the Worfliipfull and my loveing friend Mr. Ambrofe 
Jermyn ;" and is dated, " Bury, this 25^ February', l604| 
yo' WoHhipps in Ghrift Jefus, William Bedell.'' 

^ See the Lift of Imitations of Spenfef, fubjoined to this 
account of his life. ^ 



^ WM>J4E ACCaUNT OP ^ 

^I8r4ck^ iii^ bb IfefperidfBi, hm a4di^^6Se[ci a 
po^ to, Ijiwn ;on the^ fa^e6t of his gte^t ii|s|liH# 
B^Q^ ai^tyar|oas l^l)oi»r8. c ! ff^ 

Of jPo^i^ who is well kaoiyn to ; tii^e lov^ts 
^ q^f dl4er ppeitry, 0x4^ vj^lued. fiar hW JMdiiMow 
f(iAe%wmjis iwfil aa t^e fw^c^tnefe 49f) Uku jlaor 

s 

3y Sfisftfer's 4iiitifigpiihiftg im> ft» :** j^xi^ftw 

(bejphowd }6t$ Mp .fpnwig," be :aUttd«P:A9i to 

cert^yne fponpt»,:\?ith * the complaint^ !R(h 
fiwjpii^," ip 1592. 

: 'Kbe ** bi^ tlipugb not le«ft»,7 ip> Sj^fer's 
cnujii^rati^of Ei\glift»ipoet8» is Aetimi qn^ 
whicb owttfi I believe Michael Pcaytoa is de? 
%»ed. Spenfer's. praife of him a,s " a gentle 
Ibepheard," applies to his " Sbepheard/SiQarT 
I^odj , fe(bip»ed. in jiine Eglogs, &;c." publjlbed 
in li§93, . And the fubfequent ponnn^odan^oD ; 

*^' Whofe Mufe, fall of high thoughts invention^ ^ 
*' Doth like himfelfe heroically found ;" 

! * 

feems to point at his .*' Matilda, the faire and 
chafte daughter of the Lord Robert Fita^ 
water, &c/' publifhed in 1594; in the preface 

' Milton's Smaller Ppems, ^d ed. p. 430^ 
' -See alfo what has been already dated in regard tjs>< Speof^cfs 
commendation of Daniel, p. xciii« > . ] 3 
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t4»r:w)Mj^ £)^ytc|n M^sHrn« " tl|»,^flMiec^ifflreii 
aeceptaoc^ (^4)i? late 4iA?out^'oC.:$b9'|if<3 fi^t 

H&^y»^ tb^ ^UoMdng ?)^plinH>ftfc $P Sp^er>; 
a^t th^,esordiuqa -of: \\i»i M^^^ in; jWi-fuUhnTs/ 

i 

, '^ And in bis br^aft fo d^epe imprinted be^ , . , \ 

/' Thk^ lie may write of facred Cnaftitie ; 
* '^ ThoogH not liftif CbZ/m ill % BHthmii, : 

, M^ Y<i7 lovies afibuch^ lAboM j^ he tvante Ats ^^ r^e.f ^ 

Of the liadies celebrated m CoRn ClMiU 

T ■ \ ■ : I ■ 

cdTwe /lome ag<jiw, Cynthia, the queen, is th6 
moft confpicuous objeft, on account of the 
praife applied as well to her general conduS: as 
to her particular {kill in ^ fottical tompofition^ 
— " JJrania, filler unto Aftrofell/* is Mary, 
Countefs of Pembroke,^ — ^The " not lefs praife- 
worthy^*^ Tkearia is Anne, the third ^vife of the 
Earl of Warwick who died in Feb. 1589-9^,^ 
whpfe Widow ihe ri^mdhed till death. I^pehfer 
notices hfefr eieliiplary ^vid6wh6od in the Ht/mes 
dfTiine,' as Wdl? tei^ in this Paftoral; '> Nor 

'See F^f«h^^ee^ 16 th^'>^lftdal edmpo^ of qdclen 
Elizabeth; in tbe nbteoii Cv^mCl^^^omt mn§0gaittf ver. 1B&. 
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bes he otnitied'^o mention her authemtf'irt 
G<H»t; of -which the reader may fee ifevendii]^ 
fl^iee^ 'iii the^ Sidney State-Papers, eipei^^y 
ioi'the year 1^95;-^Her'fifter Marian is Mm^ 
garet; Cwiitefs^ 0^^ Te thefe 

£;adies: Spfedfer d^dica^els his jFbto* Hymmi 
whicb ci4^<if(b:nce^ is further noticed in its 
place. — ManJiUa is the Marchioiiefs of^ Norths 
amptoii, tp'wbpm Bapkmda is infcribed.*- 
Galathea andiNas^to appear to be Irifli beauties, 
wbofe names^Iatri riot able to unravet-^To thefe 
fiicceeds the beautiful Lady Rich, under the 
poetical napi^ of Stdloj vfhich was giren^her 
by Sir PhiKp. Sidney; who, for ** her fake, 
wirpte\the poem entitled AJirophel and SteUa^ 
which w£^ firil publiihed in 1591) and to which 
Spenfer allucjes : 

; • «, ^^ \^f[Q praifworthie Stella do I read, 
. ' ■'f^'inipi:^ iiought my praifes of her needed arrc^ 
/^ Whom ▼eriJBof nobleft fhepheard lately dead 
'^ Hatli j;)rais*d and rais'd above each other fhurre." 

T^^ l^rly love of Sir Philip to this. Lady ft 
cQpvjBrte4 Wta a ;bftafp(tiful fi6lionj,ja^ w^ ftiall 
pn^fently fe;e, f in, Spprifeii's elegy on Sir: Phiiip:^ 
^^th.-:-r^^^^ Stellay.the 

tfer^ daijgliff^ of..§jir Jph'ft Spenfer,, o^.???^^!^^ 

4 J 
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THIBLIPB OF SPBNSElEl. CV 

1m account has been already givenj are intro- 
4ticed to the reader s admirarion. And tbe lift 
^ belautiea txmcludes with the undifcoirefed 
immesf of Mavia ^nd Candida. ^ 
^ I fhe ^ paftoral Eiegy of JJlrophdj devoted 
eiu^hf to the memory of Sir Philip Sidney, 
and written perhaps on- the immediate occafion 
m 1586, was, with Colin Clouts come lioine again, 
firft pdbliftied alfo in 1595. It is *^ dedicated 
to tike raoft beantifuU and vertuous L/adie, the 
Countefs of Effex/' This Lady had been the 
wife of .Sidney, and was now married to the 
Earl of ESTeK. She was the daughter of the 
memorable Sir Francis Walfingham. Sir Philip 
left by her an only daughter. His afFe6iionate 
attention to this Lady and to her family, is 
abundantly ftiewn in his Will, prefer ved by 
Collins in his Memoirs of the Lives and A6lions 
of the Sidneys. It had been firft propofed for 
Sir Philip to marry a * daughter of Secretary 
Cecil, on the recommendation of his uncle, the 
Earl of Leicefter; and his own choice, in 
earlier days, is faid to have been unfuccefefully 
fixed on Lady Rich. Of this latter circura* 
fiance Spenfer makes an elegant ufe. It is 
neceffary firft to refqte an error of a ludicrous 

' CollWs Mem. of tbe Lives and Adions of the Sidneys, 

p. U3. . , . 
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kkidl, wl^ieh tber au|:bar of the IJify of i^ien^r 
jH*fiii^0djts> Mr- Church'* edititm of the il'aerie 
Queeoe Iras cQ^amitted^ in fayixig that " ^^ tlie 
grief of Stella^ the Connteis c^ Wiirwick ^» 
4i«i^9 for ber A/irophelf itmokes^ which Sir Pi41ip 
biinf<^ l]bad rendered immortal,) m^tkes n laige 
pp^itt of tins tender poem/^ Stella is Sir Philip'^ 
firft love^ And SpenfercouM not have* bee&'fli 
£:ra?nger to this honourable attetcbibent.. Skfrelyf 
tl|ie poet would never haw thus disibrijbed tht^ 
interview between ii nephew and an amtt I ' 

! *< They ftopt bis M'oiuiSy (too late to ftop it- was!) 
'>,;i^ And in their armes th^ foftly did lum i^e ; 
^ Then, as he will'd> unto Ms loved Iqfs, 
^ His deareji love, him dotefully did beere.** 

No. The ,po|Bt^ with inimitable pathos, thu». 
relates a feigned event, 

*^ To {irove that deatb their hearts caobot dividie^ > 

'^^ Which living were in love fo firmly tide :^ 

He relates,, that Stella^ after many fruklefr 
Qffices of temdereft love„ barely witnefled the 
laft pains . of the wounded Aftrophel, and foir 
lowedi jh^m " l^ke turtle Qhafte/' and then bc^ 
moft poetjicpUy adds : • i 

i ^ Tlje ^i9dsi> which aJl things fee, this iaioe beheld ; 
^\ And, pittying thispaire of lovers trew, ' 
*^ Transformed them there lying on the field 

*^ Into one fiowre that is both red and blew t 

♦ • . . ■ . ^^ 

y Church's Speiifer, vol. i. p. xxx* , 
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*' Ul^^^ AJtrppbfl^ which thereinto was made. a 

*^ And 111 the midft thereof a ftar appeares,' 
As fairly formd as any ftar in fkyes ; 
Refembling Stella in her Ireiheft yeares, < 
f . , .'^ vFf r^ ^^^i^^^i^ beanoiesof b^mitie from her fyes : ^ 
. Y -And all the day it ftandetb full of deow, , , 

[ ^' Which is the teares that from her eyes did flowi"^ 

'■••.^* •■•-'■: r*^ ■ » ' • . '--r nt 

T^^otnis Elegy rlpiy Spenfer are added the lamen- 
tfitiQiis of Sir Philip's fifter, the Countefa ojt 
j^^inbr^ke, \ipder the name of Clarinda ; an4 
alfo a colle6iion of " flowers, that decked the 
herfe\ of Sidney, by Lodowick Bryfkett an4 
othersL 

Adhering to the chronological order in which 
Spehler's pbems were publifhed, I ^m now to 
mention the Amoretti or Sonnets. Thefe are 
dated by Mn Ball in 1592, who alfo reprefents 
the poet as married in 1593. But he is mif- 
taken, I think, in both refpe6ls. The Sonnets 
were certainly not publiflied before the year 
^1695^ but were written moft probably in the 
years 1592 and 1593; and appear to have 
bteen lent from Ireland, for publication, to 
Ponfonby his former bookfeller. The dedica- 

^ See the Li^ pf Editions* See alfo Chalmers's Supplemental 
Apology for the Believers in the Shakfpeare-PaperSy p. 28. 
" On thei igth df'NoYember 1394, was entered for' William 
Poufonbye in' the Stationers' Regiders, a poem, entitle^ Amo-» 
fetti and 'Epithalaniion> written not long Jince by Edmoiid 
Spencer**' • •-':'' .>: 



tion of tliem ** to the right woi41lipfiflI,Robair# 
Needham, Knight, afcertains this point. 

» 

"Sir, , 

To gratulate your fafe retarn from Ireland^ 
I had nothing fo ready, nor thought any thing 
fo meet, as thefe fweete-conceited Sonnets, tlie 
deede of that wel deferving gentleman, maifter, 
EdmondeSpenfer; whofe name fufficieritly war^ 
ranting the worthinefle of the work, I do more 
confidently prefume to publifti in his abfeqce,-— 
This gentle Mufe for her forniar perfefelion long 
wi(hed for in Englande, now at the length 
crofling the feas in your happy companye, (tho* * 
to yourfelf unknowne,) feemeth to make choyfe 
of you &c. Yours in all dutiful affe6lion. 

a- 

; In thefh Sonnets the poet gives us the biitor|^ 
of his courtfhip, not of a fecond ]R.ofalind^ hat 
of a miitrefs eventually lefs obdurate thou|^ 
x^ot lefs beautiful ; whom, I conclude, he aftei:^ 
wards married. The SormeU indeed ©iieii 
breathe the conceited as well as the delicate 
complaints of Petrarch. Still, however, they 
are verfes addrefled to the pbje&of an honour^ 
able paffion ; verfes dilated by the hopes of a * 
wooer, who, teftifying the moft unboimded re- 



THi^ LWf; OF ^spje;n;5|:il cU 

l^^j^f 1^8 my^ifpfs, is^apidovis to obtain hisr 
dpproyd of Jiis owq ^^ 

^ Sweet 4s tke love that comes with wSlmgiieis.^ 

• ■ • • 

In the fixtieth Sonnet l^e informs us t;hat he 
had then attained his fortieth year, and that 
one year had elapfed fince the commencement 
of his love, which, referring to the date of his 
bird), was tfierefore in 15i92l. Tne llixty-fecond 
oonnet prelents us with an alluuon to the year 
that was ^on^, and with the poet's e3^pe6lation 
of fmihng days in regard to th^ progrefs of his 
love* That expeftation reaches aim oft to re- 
^lity m the next Sonnet ; and,' in the fixty-^ 
fourth expands i^^^ rapture, in ^nume- 

rating tlie various charriis of the lady,' with 
whom " h^ had found fuch grace" ias tbT)e iii- 
duiged with ** a kifs/* The fixty-rfifth Spnnet 
is an elegant Ipecimen of amatory perfuafion ; 
^n invitation to wedlock, in over-ruling the 
ibraples <)f the lady who ^* fondly feais to lofe 
ker hherty*^ From this Sonnet to the eighty- 
third, the a£fe£lion of the lady feems no longer 
doiibtfal, and the poet is eloquent in gratitude. 
The eighty-third Sonnet implies the d^lieaty 
tof his ientiments in refpe^ to fome writing, or 
^xpreffion, with which the lady niight have 
been ofiended ; a compoiition, as Mn Walker 




Gxii ,toM¥ iAOCOONT or rr 

tlures6 G radw^. ; at th^ hm^ ti we mt 9!m!^^ 
the bwlipefft (^ heir <iwigin : ; iv . : nil 

•^ Such were thofe goddefles'whicli ye did tee ': " 
•* But thkt fourth Mafi/ which,^ there amkEft 
.• • ■ '• : . traced^ ^- ,\; , • ! i:'ji.' v .. 

*^ Who cati af ^ what $;r^t)ire mote (he b^,r. . ; . , /* 
, '*; Whether a creature, or a goddeffe graced ^ 
' ^ With heavenly gifts from heven firft enraced! 
^ '«'t But whatfo fare flie' was, <he Worthy was ^^ 

f To be the Fourth wtblbofelliEeeoAfBphd^ 
^; *^. :^e\ was fl»« certes but a coutitr^y lafle ; . , ^ - ,,\ 
" Yet flie all other- countrey lafles far did paSe/* 

,. , /: . - JTaer. Qw. yi, X, 51^,. .^ 




Tlieife lines had been written during riii^ 
6f courtftiip; for, in his eightieth ^Sonnet,- he 
alleges that, tired with his long r^emrbtrgfc 
taeirj land M^iich his fix books coiftpiie, h6* 
wifties to refrefh himfelf ; and, in his r^#-' 
ixient^ to divert his mufe with the fiiWeCl of his 
own Love's praife, adapted to ilraihs of fuitaWe 
humility^ . / : ; 

' . • . . i ' ' > ' » ■ ■ * • I '■ ' , 

;. ' . . . i . i . I ' . ■ 1 . ; I . ' N. 

*' But let her praxfes.yet be.lpw and meaqe. , .c^ 
'^ Fit for the handmayd of the Faery Qu^ene.'' 
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^ ThatSpenfer was a batchelor, befbrfe'beHiht&' 
married to this perfon, I am perfuatlted by the^ 
circumftance of no l6ve-verfes hatting beeri' 'a^ 
drefied by him, in the interval betVveeh the 
feitbleifnefs of RofaHtid and his ihtrodUfti^ to 



TliE IIFK OT' SBE!I*EK. CXMl 

ll^iedbbtib^ to atiy other lady. Seme ^ fblo'gra- 
l^jiers, it fdems^i hav^ ailbrt^d, nvitkoiit aiitfao* 
iPityi Ibafe, having, loft hb fif ft tiifejtfe court- 
fliip ofra fecaixd gave rife to the i/^mpref^'. 

T^e f abfence,: which the three concldding 
S<innet8 mention, is believed by the author of 
the Life prefixed to Mr. Church's edition of 
the Faerie Queene to allude to Spenfer's vifit 
to Biigliiiid^ in July or Ajuguft \6%&yJo^n after 
his wamag«5 which he dates in that year; in 
ordem^to print the rfecond part of his Faerie 
l^eede^uapd the other Poems which remain 
to he hoiticed V But to this fupfK)fition> I can riot: 
aa^edeu » Sjf)enfer jnuft haire ' been^ niarried at 
leaft2i»^foon:asat^he|ieri(^ I > have mentioned; 
^as^thelkceount of ^children ^wdiieh^ he left, and 
the interference of the Privy Council in behalf 
of them apd of t^hfijr mptl^er, pri^ftntjy cited, 
will juftify me in^^lH5viag^.^ u iJ 5 < 

The -Four Hymns on Love and Beauty^ which; 
prqve the authors zealous attachment to the 
Pl?ltdnick fchodl, are dattefd at ^ G reenwich, 
JSepu 1. 15969 and are dedicated to the Coun** 
teffes of Cumberland and Warwick ; the name 
of tffe latter, however, being miflbaken by the 
pjrint^r or the, poet; as the Cwat^St Qf War* 

» . *■ ■ . - . . . • 

^ $ See ChBXtQ^n'^SvffkmeiiMApolQffff. 30, 
VOL. u h 
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wick iitts oertaialj ' Aotie, the dailgUber df 
Francis Earl of Bedford* Thefe fiftera were 
alfo addreffed by Henry Conftable mn * Son*- 
net, dfefcriptiVe of thtir tincommon adcomj^ft)^ 
ment^. The Hymm^ as the poet intfenoiij i tis, 
** were written in tbe greener times of to 
youth ;* and are intended ^ a waminig to 
thoughtlefs lovers, in the repeated refbremce 
which he makes in thetn to his own difti^efi and 
ilifappointment in refpeft to IRjofalind^ ; ^ 

In th^ fame year his JhvthalafHitm} Jims 
iprinted i a poem, 6r fponfal verfe^ in hoiMil^ 
of the double marhagis of tfa6 Ladies: £lizabelh 
4ind Catherine SomeHet to .H; Qilixirdr and 
;W. Peter^ Efqtii^ei^. ibid' here he agatnr^ti^ 
tices, ip^ith ' c6mhieiidable piide^ hb Jiono^ 
able defceht: :; » ^ 

^ '^ At lengdi tiiey all to mery London came^ ^ 

'^ To mery London^ Iny mirft k^odty atirie^ ' '' j 

r ■-.-.- • . ■• V . : i 

r ... , > • •, I , "■ - . .- i» .- • V . • 4 

*■- it. .,. . I.. 

^ See tbe note on the Ruines of Time, ver. 244^ AndCol- 
Ikts's ^fe^^. Dfihfe Lives and Aaions^?4Ue Sidnej^/p. 41^^ " " 

« I cite the dole of this SonueUirom a, m0&nfc|^jt. jp^iC^ 
ftab}e*s poetry in m}' poUfeflion : It is tbe third of feven'S^n- 
^tietft^viitteil.** CbieeK&brate the meaiofy of pertibulilr 



livbpn^ tbe t^ut)i9r moll hoiioareth/' . ,\ ri^ 



^^ To the Cf^ufiHjffg qf Gumbertand and fFarmekCfJl^0t§^ 

^* Sifter^ of fpotlelTe fame ! of ^lom alone 
** M^Uttoufe tob^ef^ talte pleafttre io Ij^eake Well y " 
>^ How Ihotdd I jFou conmiend, wh»a eyther ciiie^ . : 
'^ All things in heaven and earth fo far excelL 
The higbdt prai^ that I G«a .gke 4 9 Ijia^ ^ 

That ene of you like iO'tlM<^Eierls.^ * ' 
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^^ Ijliat to me gave tjiis lifts; firft na^v^ fourfe^ 
^^ Though fropi another place I take my nfime^, 
'* An houfe of auncient fame."^ 

,T^«i fixer tiop^ of the Earl of Eflex. in the ^xpe*- 
^itiontQ Cadiz, ane alfo ingenioufly iatroducied 
ripto this elegant little Poem. - 

In the fame year Ukewife, the fecond part of 
the JPame Q2/<^ewe appeared ; which had beea 
entered for the fame haokf^Uer in the Station- 
ers' Regifters ^ on thp .20th January, 1595-6. 
vi^d a i?ew edition of thie former part accom^ 
{)^ied it. Of the repiaining fi^c, bpok$, whijch 
>^puld have completed Spenfers origjn?>l defigp^ 
I po impjejrfeCi; Cantos Of lAutaUlitU are , t;b« 
<H^3f Pftrt^ ^i*h:^^^ ^ PWt?Uck ha? b^eiii 
|^l^tii^4; ^Ad v^hich were firft in^r^ied in tb« 
folio edition of the ^i^irit Qmme,'m 1^9} ^ 
^ part of the loft Bopk, entitled Tht Legf.nd of 
Qmjiancy^r . §if JiW^s ^Yar^ iJEifprms us, in \m 
Preface to Sp^pfer s Vim of tfie State of Ire^ 
70^ which be printed $it PubUn in 1633, that 
tl)e ppet fimiHed tijb laVTE^. fart of the 
i^9$^\^, Qut^H^ iji Inela^id; ^* wb^cb w^s foone 
^^r unfortunatety Igsft by t^b^ difo^der and 
^Iq^^ of bia ferv*nt, wbwi he h»d ifenit befiptre 
bim W^P Jlnglwd ;'' being tbeci 4 reifUibu$, a# 
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. ^ Cl^IjfifrsV $iqiflpii€nfti ^lo^y &c. ut Xupr. 
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fpoliatus. Fenton, in his notes on Waller isi 
poems, confiders the aflertion of Sir James Ware 
as entitled to no credit. " Inftead of deplo- 
ring/' he fays, " the fate of thofe fix books 
Mhich are fuppofed to be loft, I am entirely of 
opinion with Mr. Dryden, that, upon Sir Philip 
Sidney *s death, Spenfer was deprived both of 
means and fpirit to accomplilh his defign. 
The llory of their being loft in his voyage frbin 
Ireland, feems to be a fi6kion borrowed from 
tlie fate of Terence's Comedies, which itfelf has 
the air of a fiftion, or at heft is but a hearfay 
that pafled upon the biographers without due 
examination. -' Dr. Birch contends, " tliet 
this ingenious poet and commefttator will fcaffj^ 
convinc(5 his readers, that the death of Siar 
Philip Sidney was an evenrt fufficlent to prevent 
Spenfer from finiihing his Poem,- when it i» 
evident that he gave the world, after the lofs of 
his patron, Jix books of it ; at the- fiiine time 
promifing the reft, of which we aftually haw 
remaining two Cantos upon Mutability^ e<|odijf 
if' not fuperiour, to any of the. reft; and twd^ 
ftarizas of another Canto. A nd the ' auth^i^y 
of fo' corifiderable a Vrnt^r as Sir Jaiiies Wiitei 
who- lived near the time and was in a ^tuajbtcNl 
of itafbt-mi ng^ Jaimfelf ^ about » the - iiift , caMi^t 
juftly be rejeded as a mere unfupported heap* 
fayy propagated without due cjximmtiohl'^ It 
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THE LIFE OF SPENSIR. CXYTi 

is true iri the S3d Sonnet of his Amorettif 
writtefi about the year 1592, [and addreYied to 
ihiis'Mehd Lodowick Bryikett,] he fpeakis of the 
Jinifliing of his Faerie Queene as prevented by 
the cruelty of his miftrefs ; and in the 80th he 
d^fires a httle refrelhment after fo long a taik,' 
as that of compiling the firft fix books of that 
Poem, and leifure to Tmg his * love's fweet 
praife;' the contemplation of whofe beauty 
would * raife his fpirit,' and enable him to un- 
dertake his fecond Work 

^ With ftrong endevour and attention dew/ 

But thefe Sonnets, allowing the fubjefts of 
them to have been real facts and not poetical 
fi6lion, were compofed at leaft five or fix years 
before the laft fix books of the Faerie Queene 
are fuppofed to have been loft; an interval 
long enough for fo ready and inexhauftible a 
genius as our author's to complete them, whole 
years bore no proportion to the number and 
jierfeftion of his works. For the lofs of thofe 
liooks could not have happened till after 1596, 
beoaufe he mentions, in the title-page of the 
editbn of that year, that the Poem would con- 
tain Twelve Books. But they muft have 
peri(hed, as Sir James Ware intimates, uhen 
he fent his fervant to England in 1598, before 
his own laft journey thither from Ireland^ upon 

h3 
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tile pldndering of his eftate by tile yfcbek' 
diere/' ; ^ ' 

To diefe obfervations the author of the I^ 
of Spenfer in the Biographia Britannica tnakes 
the following reply. " T believe the retider u 
beforehand with me in his cenfure of Dr. 
Birch s reafoning, which is fo notorioufly incon* 
fiftent with the fa6^. The Faerie Queene was 
* begun in 1579 «tt lateft ; the firft three books 
were finiflied in 1590 ; arid the next three in 
1596. This laft, not to infift on the whole 
fpace, is an ioter\'al pf (ix years, which is above 
twice the length of Spenfer s life after 1596. 
Thus the doflor's argument, we fee, inftead of 
ftrengthening the teftimony of Sir James Ware, 
ferves rather to weaken it, and at the fame time 
confirms the opinion of Mr. Fenton, that they 
Were nevcTr finiihed ; which therefore we hav^ 
fembraced/' 

Of a iimilar opinion was the late Dr. Fanner. 
" It is a '^ queftion of long ftanding,** fays that 
learned critick, " whether a part of the Faerie 
Queene hath been fo//, or whether the work 
was left tmfinijhed : which may effeftually be 
anfwered by a fingle quotation. William 
Browne publiihed fome poems in fol. 16^1 6, 



* See befere, p. xxxvii. 



aiieitif vhWh (B, ii^ Saog i.) he tbu* ip^aks of 

- ; ^ i ^^ u He fcf!g th' hetoicke kaights df fkiery land. '^ ' 

.< ^t Jn^inieiiaekganl^ of fuBkcoim&aiid^ 
, , *' /Jfhat bad % TVacian plaid byt h^ 1^ w«U, , 

*\ He bad not left Eurydice in hell. 

**' But, e'i-e A^ ended his melodious' fong, 



a 



'' An hoft of angels fiew flie cloudsi among,* 



.^/' And rapt this (Waniirom his atteiltive mates^ 
^ , f' 'JP^ m^ke hivfi Qpie pf their aflfociatef . 

_ ''In heaven's fair quire; where now he fipM \\}f 
praile 
' * ^ Of Him that is the HtSi and laft of daies/* 
>''''.■» ' ' 

I may add, to this tefiimony cited by Dr. 
Parmer, the fame remark made by Sir Afton 
Cokain, in his Poems, publiftied in 1658, 

p. a. ■ 

'f If ho{nour'd Colin^ thw had/i Uv'4fo long 

** As to fiavejini/hed thy Faery Song, 

^ Not one^y mine but all tongues would confefsj 

'^ THou fe^dA exceeded 4)ld MaBonides.'' 

I ■ '^ . 

. V, ■ . ■ 

But, however thefe extrafts may feem to affe6i; 
the authority of Sir James Ware, 1 {hall pro- 
iduce the evidence of a writer, anteriour to 
Browne and Cokain, in fuppbrt of the narra- 
tion that fome of Spenfer's papers were de- 
llroyed in the rebellioo of 1 5j98 ; ama«g which 
we may fuppofe certain parts of the rei^ainipg 
fix books of the Faerie Queene to have exifted, 

h-4 



We find that maaj d^tach^ pantu df * tbe^rft 
three books^ of the Poem h^d^ beeii^^ti^ 
feveral friends of Spenfer, long before tiife^ pd*' 
lication of them in 1590. The fame circum- 
fiance might have happened in regard to* the 
concluding books ; although I do not mean to 
contend that they were JiniJIiedj or, to ufcs the 
expreffion of Spenfer to his friend Bryikett in 
regard to. the firft fix books, that they \vere 
compiled J that is, coUefted into order for pub- 
lication. The evidence ' which I offer, has 
efcaped the notice of all who have written on 
this interefting fubjeft. It is the evidence of 
a writer contemporary with Spenfei-; of a 
writer highly ^ refpefted as a fcholar and a 
gentleman, John (aftierward Sir John) Strad- 
ling ; the friend of Camden and Sir John 
Harington, He appears as an author in 1597. 
In 1607 hQ ^xihXx^^A Epigrammatim X^i 
quatuor ; of which epigrams many were evi- 
dently written before that year. He thrice 
addreffes Spenfer in this coUeftion ; and, in 
the following lines, clearly,, however quaintly, 
bears teftimony to a lofs which muft ev^r b^ 
deplored, ' 

* See before, p. Ixiii. See alfo the note dn Ja^r. Qw,' i. 

vji. 32. 
k VVood's Athen. Ox, vol. i. col. 504. 
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THE BWE^ OF smSKTSEE. CK^ 

i^ '^^ All EdpiJ^^ Bpencek^ exii^ium ' jpoetdin, mu 

lR!SB«I*LA?.iBlPSx SUliS QUiI«US^DA?M MAiKUi- 
^^RlflPTI S^ ah Hikermcu '^xkgUrm ^ ^e crif 
^mitiSy m Hibemica defe&ione.r . r f 

^' Ingenij tantum noram tibi flumen^ vt ipfum 

^ Abfumi flamtnis non potuiffe putem. 
■^ Fhilnen at ingenij partun tibi forbuit igak : i : 
^^ Qualis, qui 4umen devoret^ ignis erat ? . , :^ 

■ /^, Sylyeftris populus fylycftres ipijcit ignes: 
^* Talibus obiiftunt flumina iiulla pyfis.*^ 

Epigr, Lib. iii. p.' 100. ' 

Two years ctfter the publication of thefp Epjr 
^r^ms, the only manufcripts of Spenfer ivhijE^ 
had efcaped the fury of rebels were given liO 
the publick, as I have already ftat^d, undefr 
;l;he title of part of the Legend of Conftanof. 

While Spenfer was in England in 1596j he, 
.yithout doubt, prefented his political treatife, 
J^he Vi^wof the^ State of Ireland^ to the queen, 
the g^^at officers of ftate, and others. 1 thiis 
account for the; manufcript copy of the treatife 
in the Lambeth library ; and for that which 
w^as found among the Lord Keeper Egerton's 
papers, and now belongs to the Marquis of 
Stafford ; and for that alfo which exifts in the 
PubHck Library at ^ Cambridge. That this 
treatife was £niihed in 159^9 is proved by the 

I Numb. Dd. IQ. 60, 



date whicb Sir J^amw Wiim^ has. ^pr$filil»dL t^ it 
in the firft editioii of it in l633» ptibtiilml'jjg^ 
Dublin froni a xnitiiiifeript in Ar<^i^^9^ 

Ufher's library;, and by the cencuff^^jt , 4atiM 
df "four manufcripts, which I hav^ infpe^d; 
In one of thefe manufcripts^ a " note is infert?d 
in an old and probably coeval haiHlfWritingi 
ivbich relates, that Spenfer at that Umk held 
the following ofiSce in Ireland. ** This bpoke 
w^ written hy Edward [Edmund] Spencer, 
Clarke of the Counfell of the Province of Maun- 
fttr hi Irland in ano 1596." To this office 
(Mr. Boyle has been believed to be tlfe imiae- 
ifiaJte fticceflbur of the poet. But I find that 
Xiodowick Bryikett, the friend of Spenfer, was 
poflfefled of this iituation after hitti. For it i* 
affirmed, m Lodge's Peerage of Ireland^ that 
^ Bryfkett furrendered the oflSce of Clertc td 
the Council of Munfter on March 51. 160©, 
m order that the queen might give it to Mn 
Boyle, together with the cuftody of the Signet 
of the Province. 

* 1. The Lambeth MS. 2. The Marquis of Stafforcfs M*. 
3. Tlve Pub; Lib. Cambridge M6. 4* /Cpnrtiie; a^id C^m 
Coll. MS. — The manuicript in the Libraiy of Trin.CoJl. Dujb- 
liQ, I^m informed, bears the fame (krte^— *Bilhop liSicfaolfc^^ in 
h\^ Irifii Hyioi-icai Idftraty^hAs. made a great iniilakeiu relatii^ 
that Spenfer's ireatife extends the account of Ireland, " to th^ 
year l600y" and that it > *' 4edbatcd toKing J«aiesJtii«£rft/'^ 
Dubl. edit. 8vo, 1724. p. 4. 

A In tlie Library of Gonville and Caius Colle^e^ Cambjiidff^; 
now numbered, 188, .^' ' .j; . . . ., ,. ^ v* 

• VoL i. p. 81. edit. 1754. 



Sjpettferae ^ tfteft inefereftiDg writer in prc^, aS 
\*teli AIS> ft politickn «f v^ry extenfive knowledge, 
smdan antiquary of varid Its and prdfourtd erii-'' 
ditionJ it Wits probably cotiipofed at the com-^ 
fiifarnd of the queeli ? feveral repreientations^ <)f 
thti diforders in Ireland, and feverdl plan6 of 
)*!formaition, wtitterx perhaps not ^itbotit pre^ 
jildifce; and, I may add^ (eonfidering the be- 
haviour of Defmond, Tyrone, and their «d-»^ 
bereifits,) not without by pocrify, ^ having been 

:.*■(»■■' 

P iVmong the Lord Cbancellor Egerton's manufcripts^ wt^if^ 
tiow belong to the Marquis of Stafford, there is a c\iriou^ 
ttrealife of tbb l^ii^d, at th^ end o^ nvbich is a pejattkm ty tlici 
author in favour of the Earl of Tyrone. It is dated in 1594, 
etid the atithor$ name is TbOi Lee. It is entitled ^'^ A BH^ 
Declaratioi;! of the Gouefment of Irelandf^ cpepiug,mim^ 
Corruptions in y' fame ; difcouering y*' cfifcontentments of the 
IMiry, and the caDifes miitaing thesis expedtd titoubleg : AnA 
driving meanes how to eflablifh quietnes in that kingdome 
boiiorably, to your Ma'** profit without Sahy ehcrejife of 
cli«rge." - 

In the fame collection alfo, the following important manu. 
Icrlpts, contieded with circumftances of which Spenfer treats, 
cxift. 

•'Whether the quenes Ma*'* be to be' counfelled to ^overne 
' Ireland after, the Irilh maner at it hath bine Accufioniied, or ' 
to reduce it as neare as maye be to thengliihe gouliem^'^ 
bated " MjBnfe Decembr. U7S." Indorfed, " Edmond 
^remayncB difcourfe, at the requeft of S' Wa: Mildemay." 
** inie Lawes of Ireknde, with remarlcs." 
-^^^ Notes towchingy* mifer^ble Ellate of y* Realme of Ireland 
^ by lieaTon of Popifh religion, and a briefe platforme for the 
'reforming of it, &(i." 
'*• A Demonffration how the warres of Ireland may be man. 

2Ded w** litle or no charge vnto^ her Mtf^^, or the Realme 
ffiiiglaiid. Deqel)er, t602.**^ Signed, <* Gerard dc 
Milynes/' 



a%if SOME ACCOUVT OP 

preieoted to the Englifli government. SkrJkshes 
Ware dedicated his publication of this treatif^ 
to Lord Wentwordi, then Lord I>epttty c^ 
Ireland ; to whom he relates, diat ^^ the former 
turbulent and tempeituous times, with the tsA^ 
feries of feveral kindes incident unto then), are 
fully fet out, and to the life, by Mr. Spenfer^ with 
a difcovery of their caufes and remedies, being 
for the mod part excellent grounds of reforma- 
tion. And fo much piay be juftly expe^ed 
from him in regard of his long abode, and ex- 
perience of this kingdome/' In the Preface 
Sif James further obferves, that Spenfer's 
** proofes, although moft of them conjefturaft, 
concerning the original of the language, cuftomes 
of the nation, and the firft peopling of the 
feverall parts of the Hand, are full of goofd 
reading, and doe ihew a found judgement. 
They may be further confirmed by comparing 
them with Richard CreaghV Booke De linguS 
HibernicAj which is yet extant in the original 
manufcript, and although mixed with matter 

** A Survey of the prefent Eftate of Ireland, Awo l6>il,< 
addreflccf to his mod excellent Maiefty James the firil &c» 
by his moft humble fubiedt, E. S." 
' To this lift might be added numerous treatifes of a fimi|ar 
nature; as well as of hiatters relating to the moft remote anti- 
quities of Ireland, from the.Cafew Manufcrjpts in the Archie-^ 
pifcopal Library at Lambeth ; if they had not already been, 
noticed by feveral writers who have difcourf(^d of the.pqjili^al 
and untiqu&rian hiftory of that country. 
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of ftety leanirtg too mtttih 46 fMAte* feibtiltras t««a- 
ditioDs, y€fe ill other* re(|je6ks*w<mhydfiigh^^ 
Touching the^ generall fc^ ihtferwiiid* by < the 
author for the ^reformatibft of^abnfes ^id ill 
ctiftomes^* thiis we riKjiy fayj thbt^dihtklgh "^eiry 
inany have taken ptiiwes iti thbf i&lttp * fat^^ 
during thie raigne of Queene- Elissiil^eelii^ ai^ 
fome before, as the author of the bddk inM»l^d 
Salm Topuli^ and after him Patrifck' Einglli^ 
chiefe- baron of the Edcchequer* her^ and after- 
wards chi^ luftice of the ComnK^H Pl^as, y^t 
none (^me fo neere to the befl> groteods for rer 
• formation, a few paffegesi excepted^ as Spe»rrffef 
l^th done 4rt this.'* • ' ^1^1/ 

From this favourable opinion the edi^ of 
Sir James Ware's ^ wor^ in Erighih dtflfentft* 
He allows that there are fome things in it very 
Hfeell ifirritten, particularly i*n regard to the poti« 
tical defign of red ucii^ Ireland to the dee 
abedienoe of the Engliih Crown f y^St thatj in 
the hiftory and antiquities of tb6 cbuntry, he 
i^ often mi^srably mi^ken, and feems'to have 
indulged rather the fancy and licence of a poet 
than the judgement and fidelity i«eqaifite fdr atl 

.«, VoL iii. p. 327. Keating, Walfli, iu>d OTlahe^y, obje4 
pffticipttlly to the miftakes of JSpenfer.ih regard to^^ his deducing 
the original of feveral abfolutely IriOi families from England 
and Wales. See Walfli's Preface to his ProfpeSi of the State 
^'frelmd^ 1682. And OTlahertv's O^mia, kc. l685, P. iii. 
d.77. 



faiADrMol i . !MfU^< bi» r«wrt of .mof)ftift(i9B^ It 
tbts^Eh{(^it£^//D^ Birch, obferves, be,a truB 
o:l9, /KVe.hj^e the lefs reafoD to. regret <tJ^ 
8pejftfer4i^ liOt; fifiiOi wipth«r trea^ife, ,whirfi 
l;i«9^r0g)(%li»t t^ cQQcluti^n of hm VieWi &f 
^K^lyrupfiit, the ftptiquitws of Ir«buid- At 
tim-di^^fiQ&.otmQK than half a, c^pturyt he, 
who ftibfcrib^ not to liw preceding remark, will 
find man^-; fitpporters of his di0«pt. '* ■" Ci«iS^ 
aation," fe>* a modern H-ritej'j {wIk> vviiii grwit 
h^xmg afld. foqoefs h»d difqufled tfee Attiiqui- 
ties.qf.lmkttitii) " b*viog ahnoil oWilerfttiwl 
^tiwy tefljige of our agcieiit nianwra, therflt- 
menibraoce of them U only to h^- fonfi^t^i 
'^ponfet; l«i that hd.may be.confidi^ref), arthis 
ffey.aft an Iriih ftntiquary." I join fiocei^ 
JA ithe- wilh <^ Sir James Ware, that this tr^a- 
iiie >had. ip f^ipa patfag??), ti«<EtQ temf>^¥ed vritjii 
jPAOr&iiQodfiration; but, ^^Sir James^r^ftarlcii 
M*f th^ trp^Me? . and piiferjes of the , tin^ iivheg 
(m Yin^e* it» 4fifi partly excufa him." I^ fonie 
iPfUiUil«ripta of the .Tr£atiie which: I )mw -if^t 
ik» feverity.MeoU pf Sp^ofena* well ift,re.Q»rft 
Jq pertain ^milkt^t as tP the iv^tion in g^tm^t 
is confiderably amplified. But I have not 
thought it necefliry to fpecify every particular 

■ The obfervalion of tbe Rev. Edward Led wicb to.jof^ 
Cooper Walker, Efq; comuimiicatGd to me by tbe Ult«c.^_ -; 



tar£ ^oitsiikit^' \aiMl perhaps hot jnfHfiabfe^ l»aiHlli-f 
nefs. I^ is /evident that Sii^ JaitM^ Watie aUif 
l^d fepn in9re than ope m'4Bufcript of , the 
treatife; as he i«iiief3^s^a tciKiouis^ feadiiigi firbm the 
beji\ And, in the hbrary-of Trinity Gollega 
pt Dtth^iia) there \^ a^ manufciipt «>f it^ whU^H 
i»i.^l|& ^pftru6tion of fome of the fentencasi 
land mother mfiancqs, di6[ers, as I have been 
* ioforine^l, froiB the printed copy j aini abounds 
with €Qrre6tions and interhneations, . [ 

Tffeis tre jatife, the refult pf nice obfervaftiQn 

aiid minute inquiry, wears the appearance of 

^vtii§ rb^i^ <eompoie4 in £n^^ m 1596. 

dPt^r ir^jpepisyith Eudowi^saddrefs to IrencBus, 

tli^f'theTiattet of which namei^Speafer intends 

^bimfelfi iQ tlte following, mannef : ^^ But if thfit 

-4Ba>|n trey t <^f r I reland , whemc ymt Ij^tely e^me^ 

^ pf i^gpodiy and cqiiM9K>dious ' a foyl 'tfs yl]|tei 

r^SfO^^i I ^wonder that nq f o^tirie is takeia f&r tl^ 

%Htnii^ !lbar)eof fx> gqod pUrpof^ and reducing 

t\^^.tA^¥^iio bettw jgoywnpient and civility.^ 

^lid |i|t ^il'iprobabla th^ S|)Qnfer exp^ed loo^ 

'fySigm\A^;pv0w^Uon^ in'cofifeiquen^.of the wil 

.j|fi4#bUil;y-\H;uqh he had thus difplfayed a^ s 

;,.• See.,tbp View of tl^e State of Ifielaud in tfai|i edit^iv /««J. 
▼slip. 344r/^ * * 

* By Mr. Cooper Walker ; who alfo tranfmitted to me a 

^<KOni>derable fpecimen of this manulcript,' which ^as obligingly 

traQforibed by Dr. Barrett, the learned libradMi df tkQ College. 
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p^tMisaJ<r>fbr jaje'tells us, in his Pnn^Aa^fltHOM^ 
^bl^eCT ill >]il$6^iv^6^*liiB *' ibllen oiD^ '-a 

'•' ■ «■ Thrbiigli "difconttent'trf'hiif hn^ ftuiittffe'fay] ' '^ 

H«"iiad''aifinved in Erigfend, we ma^ 
itt' the beginning df thetyeiir; fdif"th* "'fehtry 
of ttie fecond editioti of- the Vaerie'i^leiiikMii 
the ' StatJoners' jRegiftei's will counteiiatt«6;'this 
opinion ; and the Proikalamiori^ as is etidi^ 
St thd Gomtneneeiileiit of it, was 'i'ritfirr4Pthe 
fumnief'Of thatyiar. -j ; : ' ohc-.m hns 

In? 1597 he is »'faid' to ;have fWjttird<5d'^ 
Irfelatidi Atid he returnedj probaW^^'jwilh'^if^ 
expea^tion of paffing his days in (^r8folrr*Mth 
his family af "Eilcolman., In th6 MoVfring-JyAH}- 
he wa* jd^lned to^n honourabte 'fitaaticiii.' 'Pdt 
Mf. Malone has difcover^ a limetttdm (|«e^ 
EKzabeth t6 the ' Irifti go^vemftieflli dat^d 'f h* 
laft day of September 1596, reCOtttoettdlfi^ 
Spehfei- to be Sheriff' «f Cork. "Bat^ih ^th* 
next montb, the reJieMion of the^trfe&chettitite 
Tyron^^ burft forth with irrefiftibki^faiy; aind 
occafibned the immediate flight df^S|)feh(fer ^tifl 
his family from Kilcolman. In the confufion 
atteilding this calamity, one of his cl^ildren ap;-^ 



« Vi«* on the 20. Jan. 1595-6. 
/ Biograph. Brit. 
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pmrs to havd been left behiiid. The rebels, aftent 
having carried off the goods, V burnt the houie# 
and this infant in it* Spenfer arrived in England 
^ith a heart broken in confequ^nce of thefe mis^ 
fortunes, and died in the January following *• . 
The date of Spenfer's death, together vnt^ 
fpme circumftances attendhig it, has often beea 
mif-^ftated. The precife day of his death ia 
now aflerted, for the firft time, on the following, 
authority communicated by the learned and 
reverend John Brand, Secretary of the Society: 
of Antiquaries ; which exifts in the title-page of 
1^ fecond edition of the Faerie Queene^ now in 
bis |>oilefiion^ and which appears to have belongjad 
originally to Hepry Capell ; after whofe auto^ 
graphs the date of 1598 is added. After tlie 
Qame o( Ed. Spenfer in the title-page,, the fol*^ 
lowing invaluable anecdote is preferved : /^ Qui 
qbiit apad diverforium in platea Regia, apud 
Weilmonalierium iuxta London, 16°. die Ja*^ 

* y See the converfation between Ben Jonfon and Drummond 
of^Huwdlprnden, pref^utly cited. 

* " In bppolition to the monumental infcription in Weft- 
^itniter Abb^," fays Mr. Ch^hners, *' I concur with Sir JameiS 
Wire, and Mr. Malone, in faying, that Spenfer died in 1599f 
ftottgh towards the end rather than the beginning of that year: 
For the preface of Belvidere^ or^ Garden of the Mufes^ which 
was prihted io- 1600, fpeaks of Spenfer as an extant poet/' 
Sfj^pi.Apolog. p. 34, 35. But this is not corredl. The date of 
1598 on the monument is pght. And Mr. Malone has fmce 
admitted that Spenfer died in London^ between the \Jt of January 
0nd the Q5ih of March, 1598-9. See his edit, of Dry den's Profen 
"itVorks, vol. 3. p. i)3. 
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nuarij IdpS''. Juxtaq; Geffetewai Chaucef, kr 
eadem Eccleiia fupradifl. (Honoratiffimi Cor 
mitis EflexiaB itnpenfis) fepelit[ur.]'' Hairy 
Capell has added upud diverfotium in the paler 
ink ^ith which his own name is written. It 
appears then that the teflimony of Camden, ia 
regard to the place of Spenfer's death, is cor- 
real; which was in King-Jireety We/imin^er^ as 
he relates ; and not, as "" others in oppoiition W 
his authority have reported, in King*ftreet, 
Dublin. It appears alfo that he died at an inu 
ot lodging^houfe^ " apud diverforium,*' in which 
he and his family had probably been fixed from 
the time of their arrival in England. It is 
remarkable that Mr. Capell ihould have omitted 
to notice. a tingle circumftance of the extreme 
ppverty in which Spenfer is faid to have died, 
if the bittereft circumftances of that kind had 
really attended his death. The burial having 
jjaeen ordered at the charge of the Earl of Eff 
fex, may furely be confidered as a mark of that 
nobleman's refpe6l for the poet, without proving 
that the poet was ftarved. Of the man who 
had thus perilhed a remarkable funeral ^ might 

• Gibber's Lives of the Poets. Warton's Obferv. on Spenfer^ 
tol. ii. p. 2^1. Brydges's edition of Phillips's Theatruin Poet; 
i^nglic. p. 156, &c. / 

• b « Pcietis ftinus duceiitibus," as Camden relates. iSee alfo 
-the tranflation of his Hift, of Q, EHz, p. 365. ** His hearfe 
[was] attended by poets, and mournfull elegies and poemi 
with the pens that wrote: hem thrown into his tomb.'' 
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"^tti almoll iftockery ;, and yet.the pall was held 
tip by fome.of the poets of the time. 
T But Camden has faid, that Spenfer returned: 
to England, poor; " m Angliani inops re^ 
verfiis/'- Deprived, by a general calanvity, of 
his property in the province of Munfter; he 
^ivas, if we contraft his fituation with better days, 
undoubtedly poor^ Yet was he not without 
the certainty of at leaft a decent fubfiftence ; 
and, I am perfuaded, was not without friends. 
His annual penfion of fifty pounds, granted him 
by the queen, was beyond the reach of the 
-barbarous kerns of Muhfter ; a fum by no 
means inconfiderable in i thofe days. And we 
may at leaft believe, that a plundered fervant 
<)f the Crown would not pafs unnoticed by the 
government, either in regard to a permanent 
compenfation, or to immediate relief if requifite. 
But the numerous narrators of Spenfer's death, 
both •' in profe and rhyme,^' have determined 
to give an unbounded meaning to Camden's 
iiidps; and have accordingly reprefented the 
poet as dying in extreme indigence and want 
4f bread. Nor are the melancholy accounts 
of thefe narrators unattended with a prefatory 
remark on his life, which confutes itfelf. Cam- 
den i'ays generally that, by a fate peculiar to 
sf" ■ ■ I ■ i Hi 
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poetic Spenfer was always .poor. But he noticet' 
no other fituation t):iat Spenfer held than the 
fecretari(hip uader Lord Grey. Thus the 
author of his Life in the Biographia ^n-i 
tennica fays, " that this admirable poet and 
worthy gentleman had ftruggled with poverty 
all his life-time/' And thus, in the notes to 
that life, are cited the pretended corroborations 
of the fa6l, which Dr. Birch and the author of 
the Life prefixed to Mr. Church's edition of 
the Faerie Queene have triumphantly produced 
from an old play, entitled The Return from 
Parnajfusy &€• afted at St. John's CoUege,^ 
Cambridge, in I6O6; and from Fletcher's 
Purple IJlandy^ poem printed in 1633 : in the 
former of which, the ^' foile," that is, England^ 
is defcribeid as 

'^ Denying maintenance for his d^are i^lief,** 

^nd as 

. '' Sciir^e 4f ign49g to fh^t v^ bis djriag ^ye :" 

And in the latter, he is exhibited to the pity 
bf the reader, as one, whom though all the 
Graces and Mufes nurft and all the great and 
learned admired, 

" Yet all his hopes were croft, all fiiits denied j 
* ^ Difcoiarag'd, fcon/d, bis writings vilified ; - ^ 

^^ Poorly (poore man) he.lWd; poorly (poore man)' ha 
died;' 
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IPb tbeTe hiay be added th^ lamentation of Jofl 
Hall, another poet, in his addrefs to Dr. Willy 
Bedell on hb paftoral " in Sperifer's ftyle,*' 
entitled ** *= A Proteftant Memorial, &c.*' firft 
j)ubliflied in 1713. 

'' Thine.be his ISperifersj Verfe; not his Reward be 
thine! 
* ^' Ah ! me, that, after unbefeeming care 
^ And fecret want which bred his laft misfkre^ 
'* His relicks dear obfcurely tombed lien 
^' Under unwritten ftones, that who goes by 
*' Caiin6t once read, Lo! here doth Coltin lieT 

But all thefe remarks are far exceeded by Mr. 
Pennant, who has conje^ured, that what had 
been publi/lied in 1690 might have been com" 
pofed in confequence of his diftreffes at a fub*- 
fequent period ! Speaking of the portrait of 
Spenfer at Dupplio Caftle, he calls the poet 
^^ ^ the fweet, the melancholy, romantick bard 
of a romantick queen ; the moral, romantick 
client of the moral, romantick patron, Sir 
Philip Sidney ; fated to pafs his days in de- 
pendence, or in ftruggling againft adverfe for- 
tune, in a country infenfible to his merit; eitheir 
at Court * to lofe good days, &c/ or in Ire- 
land to be tantalized with the appearance of 

^ * .See the Lift of Imitations of Speiifer^ fubjoiued to tbU 
IMicbunt of the Life. 

* Peuuant'8 Tour in Scotland, Part 2d. p. 81, 

is 
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gbod fortune ; to be feated amidft fceiiery 
indulgent to his fancijfiil mufe ; yet, at lengthy 
to be expelled by the barbarous Tyrone; to 
havie his boufe burnt, and his innocent in^n% 
perifli in the flames; to return hom^; to die 
in deep poverty ; lamenting 

' that gentler wits ihould breed 

' Where tbick-fkin chuS& laugh at a fchoUer's need/ 

May it not be imagined, that^ in the anguijii of 
his fouly he compqfed his Cave of Defpair, as 

Jine a defcriptive poem as ofiy in our langtHige^ 
F, Q. i * ix. 33, &t," 

The authority of Mr, Warton has alfo coun- 
tenanced the belief of Spenfer's dying in abjeft 
poverty. But from his ftatenient I am com^ 
pelled, in more than the prefent inftanee, to 
diffent. ** Spenfer himfelf,'* fays Mr, Warton, 
** * died m Ireland, in the inoft wretched condi- 

. tion, amid the defolations of the rebellion in 
Munfter ; as appears from the following' cu^ 
rious anecdote ia Drummond, who has left us 
the heads of a converfation between himfelf 
and Ben Jonfon. * ^ B. Jonfon told nie that 
Spenfer s goods were robbed by the Irifti in 
Defmond s rebellion ; his boufe, and a littib 

* Obfervations on the Faerie Queene, vol, 2. p. 251. 

' Works., fol, p. *^^4. *' Heads of a converfation between the 
famous poet Ben Jonibu,' and VVilliani Dfummond of Haw-% 
thornden, lanuary, 1619," We fliould read Tyrone* s^ iuilea4 
^i VefmQn(tm /ehellion. ; . 
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cbild of hb burnt, and he apd bis wife nearly 
efcaped; tbat he afterwards died in King- 
ftreet, [Z)w6/m,] by abfolute want of bread ; 
afld that he refufed twenty pieces fent him by 
tjie Earl of Effex, and gave this anfwer to the 
perfon who brought them, That he was fure 
he had no time to fpend them/ Camden in- 
forms us, that Spenfer was in Ireland when the 
rebellion broke out under Tyrone in 1598; 
but that, being plundered of his fortune, he 
was obliged to return to England, where he 
died in the fame or the next year. Camden 
adds, that he was buried in the abbey of Weft- 
rainfter, with due folemnities, at tjie expence of 
the Earl of Eflex. If Drummond's account 
\}e true, it is moft probable, that the Earl, 
wbofe bene6t6lion came too late to be of any 
ufe, ordered his body to be conveyed into 
England, where it was interred as Camden 
relates. It muft be owned that Jonfon s ac- 
count, in Drummond, is very circumftantial ; 
^nd that it is probable, Jonfon waa curiou3 
enough to colleft authentick information on fo 
interefting a fubjeft. At leaft his profeffion 
and conne6lions better qualified him to come 
at the truth. Perhaps he was one of the poet& 
who held up Spenfe/s pall/' 

The preceding account, given by Drummond, 
jrequires further examination* In the &x% 

i 4 
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place, Mr. Warton's infertion of Dublin into 
the narrative is unjuftifiable ; and erroneoufly 
leada the reader to beftow a greater weight on 
mere con verfation,. than on hiftorical teftimoriy. 
I cannot but queftion alfo the authority of 
Jonfon, in regard to the pretended anlWer of 
Spehfer to the meflenger who brought him 
money from Lord Eflex ; that he was fare he 
Jiad no time to fpend it. Jonfon relates, that 
the ^oet and his wife efcaped the violence of *be 
rebels; although he notices no other chiW 
. than that which was burnt. But two children, 
at leaft, were preferved ; for a wife and children^ 
as we ftiall prefently difcover, furvived the poet. 
What then ! would the tender-minded Spenfer, 
with a wife and children I participating his tem- 
porary diftrefs, think only of himftlf on the 
melancholy otcafion, and decUne the offer of 
siffiftance fo feafonable at leaft to them ? I muft 
require the corroboration of fuch a fa6t from the 
mouth of more witnefles than that of Jonfon; 
efpecially when I confider what Drummond 
has recorded of his friend Ben, that he was 
guilty of ^' ^ interpreting the beft fayings, and 

' » Mr. Ch^lfners is entirely of this opinion. •< The Irifh of 
Munft^r, Fifing univerfally in Oftober 1598^ laid wafte the 
country and expelled the English, Neither Kikolmap nor 
Spenfer were fpared. He was thus confiraihed to return with 
hi^ mfe; ar^d family, to England ; but in ruined circumtlaiices/' 
Supplemental Apolog, p. 34. 
# * See Prummond'^ chara&er of Jonfon in Btydges's edition 
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deed$^ often to the woriL" If the Earl bf 
JBflex fent Spenfer a donation, which i^ very 
probable, I am perfuaded that it was not 
declini^d with the ungrateful and unnatural 
iftnfwer alleged by Jonfon. To fugitives from 
th^ir own abode, not pofTefTed of an immediate 
fupply for their wants, and resident at an innj 
the generofity of Eflex was well-timed ; and it 
4correlpolids with the friendfhip which he had 
always (hewn to Spenfer. It would be an aid 
till the accuftomed time of the payment of the 
Toyal penfion to iSpenfer, and till his cafe had 
undergone an inquiry neceflary to entitle him 
to pubiidk remuneration. 

But^ leaving for a moment the particular 
point of Eflex^s generofity, may we not fuppofe 
that the poet experienced^ in his prefent acci^ 
dental want, "the kindnefs " of the auncient 
houfe'' of Spencer ? In his earlier days he had 
been often obliged by perfons of that noble 
^mily ; and he appears not, by any fubfequent 
circumftance, to have forfeited their notice. It 
is an extraordinary aflTertion of a late biographer 
of Spenfer, where, fpeaking of the Spencers of 
Althorp, he fays, " * It does not appear that 

of Phillip's Theatrum Poetarum Anglkanorum^ p. 248, which, 
however difadvantageoufly, is not, in the opinion of the learned 
editor, very unjuftly drawn. . 

< Dr. Aikin, in his Life of Spenfer, prefixed to the edition of 
Speufer's Poetic&l Works in 1802. 
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the poet ever claimed kindred with that hoiife, 
or was acknowledged by it/' The clakn of i 
kindred with that houfe, as we have feen, wat 
the ^ favourite theme of Spenfer ; and the ad*« 
miffion of that claim was alfo V repeatedly 
avowed by him. In his utmoft need 9 then^ can 
we telieve him to have been fo deferted as to. 
^ want a morfel of bread ? Was his poverty, the 
efie6l of national misfortune, a crime ? Wotikt 
none of thofe, who had " "acknowledged the 
private bands of his afEnitie and hojdoured him 
with particular bounties,^' liften to the repre-^. 
fentation of the mifery, in which a kinfman of 
whom they could not be aftiamed, (a man of 
exemplary tafte and learning and a man of 
blamelefs charafter,) was now involved? — When 
to this expeftation of alleviated calamity we 
add the means of Spenfer ° already mantionpd^ 
and the probability of EflTex's generofity being 
not flighted ; common fenfe and humanity feem 
to revolt at the fuppoiition of Spenfer 3 dying 
in want of bread. 



^ See before, pages Ixxiii, Ixxvi, Ixxxiiy &c. 

^ See the fame pages. 

" See i)efore, p, cxxxi, cxxxii. The reader might be aVo 
led into this belief of Spenfer's being (larved by Oldham's Sa- 
tire againft Poetry; by Granger's Biographical Hiftory ; by 
Dunder's edition of Philips's Cider, p. 38, &c, &c. 

" See the JDedications to MuiopotmoSf and the Teares of th^ 
Jdyfes, 

• See before, p. cxxxi. 
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Of Eflex's friendly inteiference Mr, Warton 
has oontinued a mif-ftatement, in his p Hiftory 
erf Englifli Poetry; fubjoined to a; very elegant 
diibrimination between the accompliflam^ntt and 
tbe errors .of that nobleman. " A few of his 
Sonnets are in the Aihmolean Mufeutn, which 
have no marks of poetick geiiius. He is a 
vigorous and elegant writer of profe. Bnt if 
Eflfex was no poet, few noblemen of his age 
were more courted by poets. From Sp^nfer to 
the loweft rhymer, he was the fubje6k of nu- 
jBerous fbnnets or popular ballads. ' . I wiU not 
except Sidney. I could produce evidence to 
prove, that he fcarce ever went outt)f England, 
cor even left London, on the moft frivolous en^ 
terprife, without a paAoral in his praife, or a 
fwjiegyrick in metre, which were fold and fung 
in the ftreets. Having interefted hinifelf in the 
feflrionable poetry of the times, he w^s placed 
iiigh in the ideal Arcadia now juft eftablifhed'; 
and, among other inilances which might be 

brought, on his return from Portugal in 1589 
-he was complimented with a poem, called, * An 
-E^oge gratulatorie entituled to the right he- 
.iiorable and renowned ihepherd of Albions 
. Arcadie, Robert earl of EfTex ; and for his re- 
turne lately into England.^ This is a light in 

t 

P Vol 3. pp. 421, 422, 
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which Lord Eflex is feldom viewed. I Icno w 
not if the queen's fetal partiality , or his own 
inherent attra6tions, his love of Hterature^ hia 
heroifm, integrity, and generbfity, qualities 
which abundantly overbalance his prefumption^ 
his vanity, and impetuofity, had the greatef 
(hare in did:ating thefe praifes. If adulation 
were any where juftifiable, it miift be when paid 
to the man who endeavoured to fave Spenfer 
fromjiarving in thejireets of Dublin^ and who 
buried him in Weftminfter abbey with becoming 
folemnity/' By the death of the poet I can 
conceive Lord Eflex to have been much aflre6ied. 
Prom his ingenuous and liberal mind the praifes 
of fuch a man as Spenfer would not eafily be 
tSbiceA. He was now on the eve of bis de- 
parture to Ireland in the chara&er of Lord 
Lieutenant ; the appointment of which exdlted 
iladon Spenfer is believed to have recom- 
mended, in his View of the State of Ireland^ 
to be l^eftowed on him, as ^' upon whom the 
eye of all England is fixed, and our lafl bopcis 
BOW reft.** Eflex therefore was deprived of Spen- 
fer^s political afiiflance; a circumftance (as I con- 
cave) of great difappointment, if not of diftrefs, 
to a vice-roy nominated at a period fo criticaL 
1? or can I read the following Letter^ which 
Eflex had occafion to write in the Autunm after 



his arrival in Ireland, without thinking that, in 
the general allufion to the deareft friends whom 
he has outlived, Spenfer alfo is intended. It 
is an "J original Letter to the Lord Keeper 
Egerton, on the lofs of his eldefi fon Sir 
Thomas Egerton, who had accompanied Eflex 
into Ireland, and who died there on the 23d o£ 
Auguft, 1599j at the age of 25. » 

" Whatt can you receave from a curfed 
country butt vnfortunate newes ? whatt can be 
my ftile (whom heq^ven and earth are agreed to 
make a martyr) butt a ftile of mourning ? nott 
for myfelf thatt I fmart, for I wold I had in my 
hart the forow of all my frends, but I mpurne 
thatt my dejiiny is to overlive my deereji frendes^ 
Of y'. lofle yt is neither good for roe to write 
nor you to reade. But I proteft I felt myfelf 
feniibly difmemb red when I loft my frend. 
Shew y'. ftrength in lyfe. Lett me, yf yt be 
Gods will, ftiew yt in taking leave of the world 
and hailing after my frends. Butt I will liv^ 
knd dy 

More y^ Ips then any 

mans Uving^ 

ESSEX. 

*• Arbrackan this laft of Auguft/' [1599.] 

^ |a the coUedion of th^ Marquis of Stafford. - ♦ • • : 
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Little did the generous but unfortuiiate Bfleac 
then imagirie, that the learned ftatefman, ta 
whom this letter of condolence was addreiled, 
would be dire6ted very foon afterwards to ifluc 
an order for his execution. The original 'war- 
rant, to which the name of Ehzabeth is pre^ 
fixed, is now in the pofleffion of the Marquis 
of Stafford ; and the queen lias written her 
name, not with that firmnefs obfervable in 
numerous documents exifting in the fame and 
other colle6lions, but with apparent tremor and 
hefitation. Perhaps no apology will be expe6ted 
for the long digreflion I have made on the 
hiftory of Spenfer's friend, and indeed the 
general friend of literature. 
• What became of the wife and children of 
Spenfer immediately after his death, does not 
appear. The following original Letter proves^, 
what I have afferted throughout this accoui^ 
of the Life of the poet, that he had * children 
befides the infant which is faid to have perifbed 



' This Warrant is in the moft perfed prefervation. It is one 
of the numerous important documents, fubfervient to the 
hiftory of this country, which were carefully preferved by Lord 
Chancellor Egerton,' and were bequeathed by the late Duke of 
Bridgewater to the prefent Marquis of Stafford. 

■ " We think," fays the author of the Life of Spenfer pre- 
fixed to Mr. Church's edition of the Faerie Queene, " tha^t 
Spenfer could hardly leave more than one/on; confidering that, 
as before ftated, one child was burnt/' But this opinion is 
not correal* 
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10 the flames; which has induced me to fix the 
date of his marriage earlier than in 1596* The 
* Letter is from the Lords of the Privy Council 
in England to Sir George Carew, Lord Prefi- 
dent of Munfter, " in the behalf of Mrs. 
Spenfer/' 

^^ After o'. Right har^ieComendacons to y* 
lordlhip. By the inclofed Petition it may appeare 
Vfltp you the humble fute that is made vnto vsin 
the behalf of the wyfF and children of Edmond 
Spfenfer late Gierke of the Councell of that 
Provynce : In regard he was a Servitor of that 
Realme, we have ben moved to recomend the 
confideracon of the Sute made vnto vs, vnto y' 
lordftiip and withall to praye you, that you will 
vpon due informacon of the ftate of the Caufe, 
^nd the wronges pretended to be done in preiu- 
dice of the wyfF and children of Spenfer, afforde 
them that favour and affiftance w*''' the iuftice 
and equitie of the Caufe fliall deferve for re- 
covery and holdinge thofe thinges \\^^ by right 
ought to appteyne to them. And fo we byd 

^ In the Carew manufcripts at Lambeth Library, the original 
of this Letter and the copy exift. It is worthy of obfervationf- 
that Sir George Carew, while he was Lord Prefident of Mun- 
iler, preferved the originals, and direded copies to be made of 
all the letters fent to him ** from the lordes of her Ma^^". 
moile Honorable Pryvie Couneell." See Memorand, in MS. 
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yoii right hartely fare well : fffom the Court a£' 
Whytehall, the xxik"* of March I6OI.. 

[« Receved in July I6OI/'] 

" Yo' lordihip's \ety lovinge frendes 

" Jo Cant. Tho. Egerton, C. Si, 

" T. Buckhurft. Notingham. 

'' W. Knollys. Ro. CecylL 

" I. Fortefcue. I. Herbert/' 

To this Letter the inclofed Petition is un-* 
fortunately not an accornpaniment. It was pro- 
bably depofited among the Munfter records by 
the Lord Prefident. I am inclined to think 
that the Petition was prefented before the widow 
and children departed from England • 

In regard, however, to the family, I am en- 
abled to ftate that two fons certainly furvived 
the poet; Silvanus and Peregrine \ of whom 
the former was probably a native of the woody 
Kilcolman ; and the latter perhaps was born in 
England foon after the arrival of Spenfer and 
his wife from Ireland, or might be a pofthumous 
child, and received his name from the Jirange 
?ind unexpe6led place of his birth. In " two 
manufcripts preferved in the library of Trinity 
College ^t Dublin, it appears that Silvanus^ 

• MS. F. 4. 18. Page 118. Entitled, Injk Pedigrees. MS. 
F.3. 27. Page 42. 
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the fan of Edmuftd Spenfer, married ! Ellen 
Nangle, eldeft daughter of David N^tngle of 
ManeanynHy in the oounty df Cork:aridi<rf EUepa 
Roche who. was daughter to Wiliiam Bodie of 
Bally hoj«^ly in the caiifity of Cork; iand by 
that marriage he had two fons, Bdmund. asd 
William Spenfer. It furjfthej jappears in Smith's 
Hiftory of th^ County, and City of Cork, as 
the learned librarian Dr J Barrett remarks, that 
this family, called in the manufcripts Nangle 
of Moneanymy, :is. othefwif^ qalled Nagle; 
and the hiiloirism meiitionp ." *Ballygriflfin, a 
pretty f^t of Mr. David Nagle, below which 
i». the ruined church : of Monanimy, /with a 
large chancel, . and ; in it is a modem tomb of 
the Nagles/' And Monanimy appears, in 
Smith's map of the county, a little way to the 
ibuth of Kilcolo^an, the refidence of Spenfer, 
From the "" manufcript depofitiona relatiive to 
the rebelUoii of 1641, flill remaining in the 
library juft mentioned, perfons/of the name of 
Nagk of Monanimy, and alfo of the name of 
Roche,^ (the families ta which Spenfer's fon was 
by marriage connefted,) appear to have taken 
a part in thofe difturbanceis ; and probably 
might, fome of them at leaft, have forfeited 
their property. The biographers of Spenfer 

» MS. F. 2. 15. Pages 1511, 1563, 1573, 1 667. : 
VOL. I. k 



SOME AeCOUKT Of 

have informed us that his ^ grandfbn Hugdin 
Spenfer, was, after the rdloration of King^Chailes 
the fecond, r^ftored by the Cowt o( Ciaima to 
(b IIIU0& of 1^ lands as could be fomid tafa^Te 
been his anoeftor's. This circumftaace ieems 
to pro^ that the efiate had again^heen feused 
by iiebels, as it had been in the time of the 
poet; &)T Peregrine Spenfer, the father of 
Hagolin, is defcribed, in the * lafWneiiitioned 
manufcript, by an atteftation dated M^j 4 
l64i$9 as ^^ a ProteAaat, reiident about the 
4)ai'ony of Fermoy, and fo iiiq)overi(hed by tlie 
troubles as to be unable ta pay his debts ;' and 
a part of the eftate had been aifigOfed to him 
by his elder brother Silvanus, as the Gaie of 
William Spenfer^ bis nephew, will prefently de« 
mondrate^ It no wh^e appears tllat Silvanm, 
notwithftanding his conne6tion with the popk^ 
ihmilies of Roche and Nagle, was involved in 
the i^bellionof 1641/ Hugolin, however, fol- 
lowed the €xaiiiple of Sir Richard Nagle^ the 
attorney-general of James the fecond and the 
great perfecutor of the Irifti Proteftants^ in re- 

y The biograpliars c^l hiin» ioaccurately, th^ greftt-^randfoD 
of Spenfer. See Birch, Church's edit. Faer. Qu., Biograph. 
Brit &c. 

« Namely, MS. F. 2. 15. page l€€7. And for all thefc 
notices in the Dublin manufcripts I am highly obliged, througb 
the kind application of Jofeph Cooper Walker, £iq.y to the 
Rey. Dr. Barrett, 
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fifting the defigns of the Prince of Orange; 
ai^ was accordingly 9 after the revolutiMiy out* 
hiwedfov treafoQ and rebellion. On this event 
Im coofin WiUkun Spenfer, the fon of Silvanus, 
became a fuitor for the forfeited property. The 
ai&ir brought him to England ; and his name 
is ^ faid to have procured him a &ivourable re- 
ception. By the poet Congreve he was intro- 
^^&md to Mr. Montague^ a^Fwiu*ds Earl of 
Halifax, then at the head of the Treafury, 
through whofe intereft he obtained his fuit. 
Dr. Birch has ddcribed him as a man fome- 
^hat advanced in years, and as unable to give 
any account of the works of his anceftor which 
are wanting. The ^ Cafe of WiUiam Spenfer, 
printed dn a fingle (heet, and (inoe depofited by 
tite republiiher of it in the Britifh Mufeum^ 
h^3 been accepted by the publick as a proof of 
that a^t e perieverance, and liberal curiofity, 
by which Mr. George Chalmers is animated ; 
and is too inter^ng to be omitted here. 

« The Cafe of William Spencpr, of Kilcolman, 
in the county of Cork, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, Efq. grandfon and heir to Edmond 
Spenfer the poet : — 

* Dr. Birch, Church's edit. Faer. Qu., and Biograph. Brit. 
^ See the Sapplemental Apology for the Believers in the 
Shakfpeare-Papers, &c. 1799> PP» 35, 36, ^c. 
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" That Sylvanus Spencer, Eiq. &ther of 
William, in his life-time, in order to preifer hiB 
fecond brother B^regrine in marriage, did gtte 
and aiBgn to him part of his eftajte in tbe faid 
county of Cork. 

^^ Peregrine dies, and that part of the efbite 
that was fettled on him . by Sil vanus, defcended 
and c^me to Hugoline, fon of the faid Pei>egrine. 

^^ Hugoline, being feized and poiTeiTed of tbe 
faid eftate, was outlawed for treaibn and re? 
ballion a£ber the late revolution. 

*' William Spencer finding Hugoline's eftate 
vefted in the king, and being the next proteftant 
heir, as alfo heir at law to him, that part of the 
eftate being formerly vefted in Sylvanus, (to 
whom William was eJdeft fon and heir) did 
.a^ly himlelf ta his Majefty for a grant thereof 
and by his petition did fet forth his claim to 
the faid eil^te, and alfo his fervices, fi^rings, 
and lofies, in tbe late rebellion in Ireland^ ia 
behalf of the government, which are very well 
known* 

" Upon which petition his Majefty was gra- 
cioufly pleafed to refer the fame to the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury in England, and 
they were pleafed to refer it further to the Earls 
of Montrath, Drogheda, and Galloway, then 
Lords Juftices of Ireland, to examine the mat- 
ter, and make their report. 
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" The Lords Jnftices reported it back to the 
librds of the Treafury of Englami: wherein 
tliey recommend the faid William to his Ma-^ 
jdty for his great fervices, fuflferings, and lofles, 
ki the late troubles, and that he wzs nextpvoi^ 
teftant heir to Hugoline, and to deferve his 
Majefty's grace and favour. ' 

^* His Majefty was thereupon* graciottfly 
jdea^ to grant the faid Hugoline's eflBteto the 
ikid William, by his letters patent bearing date 
at Dublin the fourteenth day of June, in the 
ninth year of his reign. / 

• ^^ Th^t^ the feid eftate was then af the yearly 
v^ue of fixty-feven pounds, ieventeen fiiillings 
and fix-pence. > I 

" Th^t there is a mortgage- upon the faid 
^ate for five huncked pounds^ which is yet 
unpaid. 

" That it coft the faid William above fix 
ilundred pounds, the beft part of his fortune, 
in improving the iaid eftate, and fw-ocuring ike 
faid grant, and hath received little or no profit 
thereof, ' 

" For by a late a6t of parliament, all grants 
wece made void in Ireland, and the forfeited 
eftates \vere vefted in truftees, to be fold for 
the ufe of the public; and whilft that a£b was 
in agitation, the faid William was fo difabled 

k3 
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by ficknefs, that he could not apply Mirifelf 
to this lionourable Houfe for a facing ehfiiie, 
whereby the truftees have difpofleflfed the fUd 
William of the faid eftate, without any man Aet 
of cotifideration for his improvements and otfact 
charges about the fame^ to his utter ruiti and 
impoveriftiment. '^ 

" That this is conceived to be the only ttife 
of this nature in the whole kingdom of Irdantd, 
he being the next proteftant heir, and whiiii 
grandfather, Edmond Spencer, by his book, 
entituled, A View of Ireland, modled the fet* 
tlement of that kingdom, and thefe lands v^ere 
given him by Queen Elizabeth, of blelled %eie« 
mory, for his fervices to the crown. 

" That your petitioner having applied him- 
felf to this honourable Houfe laft feffion^ ^f 
parliament for relief herein : 

" The petitioner was referred to the trufttees^ 
then in England, who reported the fame to this 
honouraWe Houfe ; and, upon further confidef- 
ation of that report, the fame was referd to the 
truftees in Ireland, who now have made their 
report to iMs effe6t :— 

*^ That the petitioner was very ferviceable to 
the publiek, by being a guide to his Majefty's 
General the Earl of Athlone, during the late 
w£^rs in that kingdom. 



% •• 



TH£ JLI:F.£ OF SPEKSER. di 

^ That heiiad 300 head of black camle» aiid 
15Q0 fiiaep; taken from hiniy and had fevemd 
kat^i burst : . That his £tm^j was iU^pt^ hk 
his^ufe clittid^ed, and 1»UB only ^^^^^ had above 
t..a<7^..«>d. give, him by die Irifl, 3xm]r. 

ff ThpJt ki cbnfidaadioa o/ his ikid fervicas 
and &iSermgs^ and ^ his bekig next proteflant 
heir to Hugoline St)eii&r attainted^ his Mkyefty 
was pleafed to gront the forfeited eflate of the 
fidd Hugoline to the petitioner ia 1697 f ^oc^ 
&t at iiKty pounds per ann« 

^^ Tint there is a claim heard and allowied 
asafiiaicumJ^raiice of SOQl. abfoliite, on the faid 
eftate^iaitd 300 L more in cafe Hi^oline^ who is 
very cdd aQd unmarried, dies without iflUe snale^ 

^^ That the petitioner has expended near the 
femmentioBed ia bis petition, mn^kmgjomeys 
itfito iEklgland to .proe^ce Ms grant, in paffing 
his pktent in Irehmd, and in buildingaa houfe 
aild plantii^ an Orchard.oii the premifes, fo that 
kb.giacit Jias hitherto heen a charge to him^ 
and not an ad vantage^ all which they fubmit 
to iMs honourable Houfe« 
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And the petitioner humbly hc^>es this Ik)"* 

nourable Houfe will be pleafed to^ take his 

cafe into coniideration, and re-eftabli(h hiin 

n his faid eftate, or otherwife reheve him as 

o your great wifdom Ihall feem tneet/' 

k4« 
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. Dr/Bicch informs tke<teader in 17M^ duat 
tome ^ of die idefcendilntB >o£ Spei^r were their ^ 
MMualifiig in the ciMiiJty df Cdrk. ikiEdmunck 
Spenfec ^ :MaUow isI'^Mjetcremtetbe^i^.st 
Dubhn; knd the ^iighiec of^thistgeotletDaBSit 
the laA ilineal dd&endlMDitlofiithe poet, i is ilow 
oairridd, qafr: 1 ^ Mn^cbrliied v to Mr; B^mej^ 
M^ho Msi or lateljjrirfiUedv'f^^ in the 

£ngUih Ciafidm^hoiife ; in iwhofe> poflbffioa tan 
oxi^ivai! ^piEliura of S^^fer ^ haB iie^ faiidi ^ 
exiil; but an inquiirp.. after it has ilatt imeu 
juttended mtk ; fuocefs. ' >Whether u it .may 'he^ 
confounded vnth the . ^ijfitihg^ reported to rf i be 
at C^BMe^^^xS^ti in Jthefiiea^bbuirhodd. o£ lok 
cdbiao, the ifeat of Jdkv^ Lo^e, « Bfq.> i i ain u»* 

r /Tol^j^ wtemxxey,o£iSpep&i a bmid&meTmo^ 
laamenit^ iMulth/ian infcdfition, was ere&iedciff 
Weftnxii^fter Abbey : by J^maey Cotmtefs; b£ 
Doriet. - This mark of rbfpdft had been u%aUy 

aicribed to thei £arl of EiTek, till ^ Feoi^, ii^ 
his note^ ata Wallfer, Jfelalaidithe difconrery which 
he had made in the mainuiiri;^ diary of Stonet 

»'<<lLife:of.'Speiiftr^ ipmfi^ed io the edition of the Faerie 
Queene^in 17^\^ • ' , , ,^- 

' '*• From tM^iiiformaition of Jbfeph Cooper Walker, Efq. 
{ ^ By- tK^ [gebUemaa mentioned in the preceding note. 

^ As Mr. W.^lker.had been informed. 

'« Smith's Hift.'of G6rk, and Dn Birch's Life of Spenfer. 

'^ See the Life of Spenfer prefixed to Church's edition of the 
Faerie* Que^ne/ and this fefograpbia Bfitannica. 
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matBset^'hBBSbniito jKkag iChatles die firft ; that 
l4ie monuraeiit vsiiis fet up abov« thirty years 
after the poet's drath^ and that tte Co^^efs of 
jDodet paid rforty pounds^ >lcNr it. In the in* 
fer^oia^ however, theidate&both of his birth 
dfid ^s d^thf owing tof<di6 blunder of the 
carver^oritbe writerof tbef briefmemorial, were 
&iie. For he itoa^' Parted ^ to have been born in 
1510, ^nd) to Jiavie died in 1596. This interval 
pfefent» a lengthened fpan, of which little more 
l^em half was allotted to Spenfer. ^^ Obiit 
immttitmt merie,'^ fay»: iGamden* in hia ' little 
txisa;lafe idi^feribing the .monuments of Weft- 
muisii^m 1600, " anno falutis 1598 ;"' which 
ekj^niGion^hisxlying an untimely deaths is ufed 
ii0t' wibhoBit propriety »wben we conlider that 
Spea^midied At ' the agerbf forty -five. The in- 
fcription as it now ftands on the monument in 
the Abbey, is as follows; . 

Heahe £yes (expecting the second com- 
MiNGE ofovrSaviovrChristJesvs)thebody 

OF EpMONli'SPENCER THE PrINCE OF PoETS IN 
HIS TYlUE WHOSE DIVINE SPIRRIT NEEDS NOE 
OTHIR WITNESSE THEN THE WoRKS WHICH HE 

-. . . * . TT ' • 

LEFT BEHINDE HIM He WAS BORNE IN LoNDON 
IN THE YEARE 1553 AND DIED IN THE YEARE 

1598. 

^ Viz. " Regesy^ Reginae, Nobiles, et alii in Eccl. Coll. ti. 
Petri Weftmon. fepulti, &c.'' 4to. Impr. E. BoUifant, 1600. 
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It (hould be obferv^d tbtt Camden^s ieeatife 
j^ mentbned, does not pretend to giiie tlra 
monumental kifcription of the poet ; but iiutnif: 
duces a fuitable ettlogium on a maa fo c^<* 
brated^ in order to guide, die airtousi w^it Iml 
bee» in^nioufly ^ c<»^^red^ to that part of 
the Abbey in which his remains were depofitedd 
for at that time ho raomiuni^at wasemSied to 
him. The ivhole elilogitim in ^ptofe is this. 
^^ Edmundus Spenfer Londinenfis^ Anglicorum 
Foe tar um nofbri fecuU iacilfe prisiceps^. qmod 
eius poemata faudiktibttSr Muds, & vi^btiOh^ geoiip^ 
confcripta comprobant. Obiit immatiira morta 
anno falutis 1598, & prbpe Galfrddum C^u*^ 
cerum conditur ; qui iiaeUciffim^ poeiin Anglicts 
literis primus illuftraivit/' ^ Then ifoUow two 
copies ^f verfes, which; I (hall h&ve occafion 
prefently to cite. ! ; ^ 

The death of Spenfer appears to /have been 
deeply lamented ' by poets who lived near the 



^ In the note (t.) on Spenfer's life in the Biographic Bri<» 
tannica. 

* See Weever's Mirror of Martyrs, publilhed in I601. See 
alfo a beautiful poem, re*-printed id Ellis's Specimens of the early 
£ng1i(h poets, vol. 2d. p. 255, 1 ft. edit. The concluding ftanza 
judicioufly difcriminates the powers of this great poet : 

*' Farewel, art of poetry, 

'* Scorning idle foolery ; 

•' Farewel, true-conceited reafou, 

" Where was never thought of treafon ; 

•* farewel judgement, with invention 

" To defcribe a heart's intention ; . 
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liiile, and. probably were acquainted wtfa bim; 
by ju>aef wkh gi^ater tenderoefs^ than William 
l^rowiie^ the mod accorapMied difc^le in the 
iclnodl 6f Spenfer. Defcribkig him fiiat&heil 
6om Mm admiring audience, in the -midft of Us 
fweeteft oEaii^relfy, by tks hand of death, he 
adds : 

^^ A dampe of wonder and amazement flrooke . . 

^^ Thetis' attendaiits ; many a heavy looke 

FoUow'd fweet Spencer^ till the thickniog ayre 
Sight s further paflage ftopp'd. A paffionate teare 

'' Fell from each Nymph; no Shepheard's cheek was dry; 

'* A dddul Dirge, and mournefull El^ie^ 

/* Flew to the fliore/' 

Britannia^ Paflorah, edit. I616. B. ii. p. S7- 

And in another part of the fame work, alluding 
to the paftoral drains of Spenfer, he has thus 
recorded his afiefiion : 

/' Had Colin Clout yet liv*d, (but he is gone !) 
f^ The be^ on earth could tune a lovers mone ; 
" Whofe fadder tones inforc'd the rocks to weepe, 
'' And laid the greateft griefes in quiet fleepe : 
'* Who, when he fung (as I would do to mine) 
• " His fa-ueft loves to his fain Roialine, 

'^ Entic'd each fhepheards eare to heare him play, &c. 
*^ Heaven reft thy foule ! if fo a fwaine may pray : 
^ And, as thy workes live here, live there for aye ^ 

" Farewel wit, whofe found and fenfe 

" Shew a poet's .excellence ; 

^' Farewel, all in one together, 

" And with Spenfer's garland wither !" 
See likewife P. Fletcher's Fur^plc IJlandj publifhed in l633p 
B. i. ft. 19, 20, 21. 
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The circumftance of his being buried x»ar tibe 
grave of Chaucer, which is &id, to ha^erbeas 
obferved at his " own defire, gare rife alfo to 
feveral encomiaftick epitaphs .; the^rft (^ which,' 
ibme writers have been haftilj led to ctei^^ 
a?" the poet's monumental infcription. 

'^ Hie prope Chaucerum, Spenfere poeta, poetam 
*^ Conderis^ et verfu qu'Am tumulo propior, 

*^ Anglica^ te vivo, vixit plaufitqoe Poefis ; 
'^ Nunc moritura tiinet, te moriente, mori." 



Again : 
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Hie prope Chaucemm fitus eft Spenferius, illi 
'^ Proximus ingenio, proximus ut tumulo." 

Again; 

" P gfienfenis cubat hie, Chaucero aetate priori 
" Inferior, tumulo proximus, arte prior." 



" See the Lives of Spenfer prefixed to the folio edition of 
his Works iti l679, an^ tb Church's edition of the Faer. Qu. 
in 1758. . 

" Winftanfey, in his Lives of the EngliHi Poets; and Sir T. 
Pope Blount, in his Remarks on Poetry, &c. — This and the 
two following epitaphs were probably among the verfes, which 
were thrown into the poet's grave. — The two laft lines of this 
epitaph are,; as Fenton has remarked, a fervile imitation of 
Cardinal Bemho's epitaph on Sannazarius, and the immortal 
painter , of Urbino. — In the Biographia Britannica, the two 
epitaphs from Camden's book are printed together as one, 
without didindion. 

^ This and the preceding epitaph are given by Camden in 
his '^ Reges, Regiuae, Nobiles, et alii in £ccl. Coll. B. Petri 
Weftmon. fepulti, &c." 

P This occurs in the Book of Cenotaphioy fubjoined to Fitz« 
geffray's JffanicCyfioe Epigrammatay publifhed in 16OI . 
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Nor was the chara6ler of Spenfer treated wkh- 
oat particular refpeCl, while he lived. He 
WHS feldom mentioaed without the epithet of 
""* great" or -^^ learned.'' And indeed what 
poet of that period could pretend to his learn- 

^ See the Shepheards Content at the end of tlie Affe^iouaU 
Shepkeard^ 8ic. 1594'. 4to. Speaking of love ; 
1 "By thee great Collin loft his libertie ; 

" By thee fweet Aftrophel forwent his ioy." 
See alio Drayton's Shepheards Garland, 1 593, 

<< For learned ColUn laies his pipes to gage^ 

" And is to fayrie gone a pilgrimage." 
And in the Lamentation of Troy &c. 1594, he is invoked ais 
♦* the only Homer living," and intreated to write the dory 
** mih his fame-quickninge quill." And Sir John Davies ia 
his OrcAe/trd, 1596, exclaims; 

" O that I could old Gefferies Mufe awake, 

** Or borrow Colins fayre heroike Jtile, 

" Or fipooth my rimes with Delias fervants file." 
In Camden's Remains publifhed by Philipof, we are^likewife 
prefented Wth the following proof of th« high eftimation, in 
which he was he^ while living. 

, " Upon Mqfter Edmund Spencer the famous Poet, 

" At Delphos flirine one did a doubt propound, 

** Which by the Oracle muft be releafed ; 
** Whether of Poets were the beft renown'd, 
*' Thofe that furvive, or thofe that be deceafed. 
•* The god made anfwer by divine fuggeftion, 
" fVhile Spencer is alive, it is no queftion." 

William Smith has dedicated his Chloris, or. The Complaint 
6f the paffionate defpifed Shepheard, in 1596, to Spenfer, under 
the title of " the moft excellent and learned Shepheard, Collin 
Cloute ;" and, in a concluding Sonnet, confiders his friendly 
patronage as a fhield againft " raging Envie." Let irie not 
omit the fpirited addrefs of bifhop Hall, in his firft Book of 
Satires, publifhed in 1597- 

But let no rebel fatyr dare traduce 
Th* eternal legends of thy faerie mufe, 
** Renowned Spencer ! whom ho earthly wight 
" Dares once to emulate, much lefs defpight." 
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tag ? lo the lift of all oor raoft emineot poets 
indeed^ an admirable cridck has affigned, m 
r^fpe^t to their erudition, the firft place to 
Milton, the ' iecond to Spenfer. And there- 
fore ' confidering the exquilite tafte, ^ well as 
the extenfive learning of Spenfer, the lofs of 
hii» critical difcourfe entitled * The Englijh Poety 
iMi as the fame author has remarked, much to 
be regretted. Perhaps he would have there 
illuflratcd, by examples drawn from the writings 
of his countrymen who were diftinguiflied in 
fithor fchool, the manner both of the Provenpal 
and Italian poetry. But if his art of crilsicifm has 
boon loft, his own example as a poet nas contri- 
buted to Uie produ6tion, in fucceeding times, of 
the fubllmeft as well as the fweeteft ftrains to 
wliioh the lyre of Englilh poefy has been tuned. 
To Dryden Milton acknowledged that Spenfer 
was his original* In "* Cowley, in * Dryden, in 

* I)i\ Jlt>f^ Wmrlion> LU« of Pcipe, p. xxit. 

• l>i\ Jli>(^ W^rton's «dit. oi Pope. toL u p. 175. 

^ Sm Iw^fomi ft. Yii.— '« Wimi mUioh^ Mr. W ood 1ms for 
loi PuUMilMWi'i Uii^f^ iW iiuaior of Uw An of E^lUb Poefy, 
1 v)o not know. Mn \V4iil«y^ in ha Ooalogiie of Uie Haiiey 
Ijibmrv^ fiiQil Af Ml iifm M^ tJitU £dm: Si^moirwmtkt mmikar 
i(f'e4if"U^^ «A(k4 <MMie mi mmjfmmm. Bat Str John Umiii^ 
Ih>iis M hk IhMMt ^» Oriitt^ f onoib P« ^« p\«s lb hud a 
<««||J^IV% of Uvut hookv lh*t S ft tiiw cooU ftO( pofthly be the 
K^^nMK^^ IwHtiN' 6oiii Tho. tUkiN^ I* Che Hon. Jmms \Tei, 
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Ae facetious Butler^in Prior, in Pope, in Thom- 
{oui in Shenfbone, in Gray, and in Aken(ide, o)> 
ligations of importance to tlie ^* oaten reed'' and 
the " trumpet ftern" of Spenfer may without 
difficulty be traced. It is indeed a juft obferva- 
tion, that ^ more poets have fprung from Spenfer 
than adl our other Engliih writers. 

the IblJo edition of the Faerie Queene, which had been Dry- 
den's and Pope's; but there is not a note by either. Manufcript 
note by Dr. Farmer y prefixed to thejtxth vol, of Hugkes's Spenfer^ 
furm in the pofej/tou of' Jfaao Reedy tjqr, 

y See Dr. Sewell's remark cited by Mr. Chalmers, SuppL 
Apolog, p. 38. I might add the zealous tellimouy alfo of 
feveral poetical writers in regard to the fame of Spenfer. 
See Henry More's Preface to hh Philofophicai Poems, See 
aHb fais Antidote &c. at the end of his Dijpsrtation on t%e 
Spven Churches^ in the preface to which Sign. O. 3. there is 
fnuch alluAon to Spenfer. See likewife the Preface to Dr.. 
Woodford's Pamphrafe on the Canticlei &c. in the prefa<;e to 
which the higheil commendations are beilowed oh Spenfer, 
and much forrow exprelfed that his verfion of the Canticles is 
loil.-— Some imagine that Bunyan, in his Pilgrim's Progrefs^ 
has been indebted to Spenfer. See BofwelPs Life of Jbhnfon^ 
vol. fi. p. 237. 3d. edit. And The Looker-on^ vol. i. p. 30-|. 
But Bunyan, ! think, may be traced to another fource. See 
what I have faid on this point, in the iecond volume of this 
edit. p. cxxv. — ^The following curious extrad, defcribing Ely* 
iium in an uproar, may ferve to (hew the opinion, which was 
entertained of thofe who belonged to the fchool of Spenfer, in 
the middle of the feventeenth century. " The fire of emula- 
tion burnt fiercely in every angle of this paradife : The BHttifh 
Bards (forfooth) were alfo ingaged in quarrel for fuperiority ; 
and who, think you, threw the apple of difcord amongft them, 
but Ben Johnfon^ who had openly vaunted himfelf the flrflland 
beft of Englifh Poets: this Brave was refented by all with the 
bigbeft indignation; for Chmocer (by raoft there) wasefleemed 
the Father of Englifh Poefie, whofe onely utihappines it was, 
that he was made for the time he lived in, but the time not for 
him : Chapman was wondroufly exafperated at Bai's boldnefs, 
and fcarce refrained to tell (bis own Tale of a Tub) that his 
Ifibel and Mortimer was now compleated by a knighted poer, 
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Mr. Warton has remarked that, after th«t 
Faerie Queene, * allegory began to decline;^ 
and, I may add, that romantick expeditions 
and adventures found no fecond Spenfer to 
celebrate them. I am much miftaken, if the, 
prevailing tafte for enchantments and " hard 
aflays'' did not give rife to a publication, fooa, 
after the appearance of the fecond edition of 
Spenfer^s great Poem, intended to ridicule the . 
tales of giants, magicians, and dragons ; and 
to expofe alfo the * afFe6led language with which 

whofe foul remained in flefh ; hereuf3on Spencer (who was very 
buiie in finifliing his FtUrt/ Queen) thruil himfelf amid the 
throng, and w^s received with a fhowt by Chapfnan, Harringtov^y 
Oweiif Conjlable^ Daniel^ and Drayton^ fo that fome thought the 
matter already decided ; but behold Sfuik^fpear and Fletcher 
(bxinging with them a ilrong party) appeared, as if they meant 
to water their bayes with bloody rather then part with their 
proper right, which indeed Apollo and the Mufes Had (with 
much juftice) conferred upon them, fo that now there is like to 
be a trouble in Triplex ; Skelton, Gower, and the Monk of 
Buri/y v/ere at daggers<-d rawing for Chapcer ; Spencer waited 
upon by a nun^erous troop of the befl )>ookmen in the world ; 
Shakqfpear and Fletcher furrounded with their Life-Guard, 
viz. Gqffe, Mqffinger, Decker yWebfier, Siicklin, Cartwright^ 
Carewj &c. O ye Pernadides ! what a curfe have ye caft upon 
your Helliconian water-bailiffs ! that thofe, whofe names (both 
Sir and Chriflian) are filed on Fame's trumpet, and whom £nvj 
cannot wound, fhall now perifh by intedine dtfcord and home- 
bred diffention !" Don Zara del Fogo, or, Wit and Fancy in a 
Maze, &c. A Mock Romance, 12mo. Lond. l656, pp. 101 ^ 
102. 

* See the 2d vol. of this edit. p. 

* The affeded language, in ,t!ie time of Elizabeth, is treated 
with much humour^ and at coniiderable length, in a very 
curious and fcarce pamphlet (in Sion Coll. Lib. Z. 6. 32.) 
entitled ** Quedions of profitable and pleafant concemings^ 
talked of by two olde Seniors, the one an ancient retired 
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oiiir "^ oM romance^ abound. We therefore 
precede Cervantes in the rough treatment of 
knight-errantry, if my conje6lure be right : for 
the * Knight of the Sea^ the publication which 
I mean, was printed in 1600; and the firft 
edition of Don Quixote was not printed before 
1605. In vain, however, Ihall we look into 
this Engliih performance for any fparks of the 
wit and imagination which diftinguifti the ini- 
mitable Spanilh burlefque. That the reader 
may judge of the tendency of this Knight of 

Gentleman, the other a midling or new upflart Frankeling, 
under an o^Ve in Kenelworth Parke« where they were met by 
an accident to defend the partching heate of ^ hoate day, in 
grafle or buck-huntipg time, called by the reporter The Dtfplay 
of vaine life ; together with a panacea or fuppling plaifler to 
cure, if it were po0ible, the principall difeafes wherewith this, 
prefent time is efpecially vexed. Lond. 1594." 4to. It is 
dedicated to Spenfer's friend, Robert Earl of Eifex. 

^ The reader may fee, by the following extrad from " A 
Letter, whearin part of the entertainment vntoo the Queens 
Maieily at Killingwoorth Cadi, ^c. in 1575 is fignified," 12mo^ 
bl. 1., ^hat were the romance^ then read, or at lead held in 
eftimatiou. The writer is fpeaking of Captain Cox, p. 34<. 
** Great ouerfight hath he in matters of ftorie : For as for 
king Arthurs book^ Hud of Burdeaux, Thefoaw! Son& of A'ymon^ 
Beuysof Hampton^ Thefijuyre oflo degree ^ The knight ofcoMrtefy, 
and The Lady Faguell^ Frederick of Ge$f€, Syr Eglamour^ Syr 
Tryamooury Syr Lamwelly Syr IfembraSy Syr Gawyn, Olyuer cf 
the Cajtly Lucres ntnd Ewialus, Virgils Life, The Cqftl of Ladm^ 
The undo, Edyth^ The Kivg f^t^d the T^^ner,, Fxier Rous^ Howkf 
glas, Gargatftutty &c/' ' 

^ The title of this mock-romance, (for fuch I confider it,) 
is extren^ely vQrbofe ; and not worth the i;epetrti.ojii here. Dr. 
Farmer had ^ copy of it, which in his Catalogue was ikid to be 
unique; and which I believe wa^s purchafed. for tlie.King, or th^ 
late Duke of Roxburgh. X^e Marqui^of Sta$oi:d, howQvex^ 
has another copy. 

VOL. I, 1 



the Sea 9 I will fele£k a fev( pal&ges; 04, ^<]«k 
fcription of the fap rifing, p* 31. " 0» tbp 
•next morrow, fo foone as the fyre-breathmg 
palfreys of Apollo, with their horned hoov69f 
had ftricken the Htmts t//>, &c/' Again, of.a^ 
£iDgli(h female warriour, p. 152^ ^^ So valofJii^* 
/^ufly did the worthy EngUfh damoaell diilribul^ 
lier iron almes amongll the thickeft of tl>at 
rabble multitude, as in a mtomeot ihee brought 
more then nineteene of them with crafed 
crownes to, their Befo las tierrns T Agaip, of,* 
lady complaining in prifon^ p. 44. ^ 

^^ Helpe^ therefore, oh ye heavenly GdvemoUrsr, 
'^ And from the ttrtice of Olymplis hye, 
, '^ Yielding regard vnto my plaintfuU cry, ■ ■ ^ 
*r Powre downe your mercies moft inceflantly ; 
^' Leait, ivanting that adjument heavenly, 
** And facrfed auxill of celeftiall powers, 
'^ like BiUis, I be turned into (how^rs^ > 

Through the ^itSiion erf my wat^ eyes ; 
Which, hauing powred forth continually ^ ^ 

^^ Whole riverets of teares, denotifyes 
^ Dire death fliall oer my foule fooh tyrannisie r 

It has been aflerted by ^ criticks of ^reat 
4tfcernment, that Spenfer s Faerie Queene will 
Hot often be read through ; that to many readws 

< See Hume'B Hift. of England, Dr. Drake's literary Hours, 
and Dr. Aikin's Life of Spenfer. The French criticks appear 
to have followed the fevere and unjuft opinion bf HCime in 
regard to Spenfcr, See Nbuv. Did. Hift. Gaen, art. Speiicer. 
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ft will i)rove not unfraqueritly very tedious; 
but that detached parts, after inepeated perufal^, 
will continue to give pleafure. To fuch affer- 
tions let me be permitted to fubjoin the di0en-* 
tient opinion of Pope, who, withtout any r€- 
pulfive remarks on the want of unity, and coriir 
preffion, and on the infelicity of ancient di^km^ 
thus acknowledges how much Spenfer was hi3 
fovourite from his early to his later years: 
f* * There is fomething in Spenfer that pleafe9 
one as ftrongly in one^s old age as it did ii) 
one's youth, I read thje Faerie Queene when 
I was about twelve with a vafl deal of deHght; 
and I think it gave me as mucfa^ whei\ I read 
it over about a year or two ago/* Nor ipay J[ 
4:>mit a few more remarks in regard to thf 
language of the FaerieQue^ney which is^ ^fierted 
to be cail in a mould lioore antique tban that 
in which the writer lived, This is but a repe* 
tition of Dryden's hafty cenfure; which is to 
be attributed to Jonfon's eondemnation of 

* 

Spenfer's obfolete language, dire6ied,. as Mr« 
Malohe remarks, pierely againft the Fafiwah ; 
l>ut (inc6 indifcriminately brought againft all 
t^is wo#ks. *^ « The language of the Faerk 



* Hi, Vj^^rton's edition of Pope's Works, vol. 6. p. 5p. 
* ^ l)r. A ikin'fe Life of Spenfer. 

* IfTj^n^A Profe- Works, vol. 3, p. 54f. 
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"Qmene^'* as Mr. Malone judicioufly adds, " wa^ 
the language of the age in which Spenfer lived ; 
and, however obfolete it might appear to Dry- 
den, was, I conceive, perfeftly intelligible to 
every reader of poetry in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, though the Shepheards Calender 
was not even then underilood without a com*- 
mentary/' 

But it is alfo aflerted, that " ^ Spenfer did not 
poffefs that rare elevation of genius, which 
places a man above the level of his age/' In 
this remark, however, the fupport of Dryden 
is wanting; for Dryden fays exprefsly of 
Spenfer, " * no man was ever born with a 
greater genius, or had more knowledge to fupr 
port it/' And it has been well obferved by a 
very judicious critick, that " ^ where the works 
of Spenfer are original, they Ihew that he pof- 
fefTed energy^ copioufnefs, and fublimity fuffi-p 
cient, if he had taken no model to follow, that 
Mtrould rank him with Homer and Taflb; and 
Milton ; for his greateft excellence is in thofe 
images which are the immediate foundation of 
the fubhme: Fear, confufion, and aftoniftimen^ 
are delineated by him with a moil mailerly 

* Dr. AikiD's Life of Spenfer. , 

' Difcourfe on Epick Poetry, Profe-Works, edit* Malone, 
fol. 3. p. 525. 
^ Neve's Curfory Remarks on the ancient Englifh I^oets; 
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pen/^ To thefe marks of elevated powers I 
may add the attraftive minutenefs of Spenfer^s 
defcriptions, which rarely terminate in the objeft 
diefAribed, but give an agreeable a6tivity to the 
mind in tracing the refemblance between the 
^ype and anti-type* This, as the learned ^ tranf^ 
lator of Dante has obferved to me, is an ^ ex- 
cellency poflefled by Spenfer in an eminent 
degree; and hence may be deduced the fupe- 
riority of his defcriptions over thofe of Thomfon, 
iAkenfide ", and almoft all other modern poeti^. 

^ The Rev. Henry Boyd. 

■* The balance of the poets is ingenioufly ' reprefented ia 
l>odfley's Mttfeuiii, vol. 2. p. 169. The author fuppofes 
twenty to be the abfolute degree of perfedion, and eighteen 
the higheft that any poet has attained. Under the circum- 
^ilances necelfary to form a balance, the excQllencies of Spenfer 
are thus rated : 

Critical ordonnance - 8. 

Pathetick ordonpance -.15. 

Dramatick exprellion - 10. 

Incidental expreilion * 16. 

, Tafte ... .17. 
Colouring - . - 17. 

: Verfification -^ - - 17. . 

Moral - - - - 17. 
Final eftimate - - - 14. 
^kh0 fitiBX eflimate places him otie above Dan^e^ Ari^fk); and 
Pope ; and two above Taffo. 

' ^ I except, at the fiiggeftion of Mrs. Anna Seward, the fol- 
lowing defcriptive fceuery of AkenQde ; and I will fubjoin the 
elegant and judicious criticifni contributed by that l^dy., It i^ 
^peceflary to premife that Akenfide is indebted to the Faeriff 
jQueefiCf B. 5. C. 3. ft. 19. The defrription of Akenfid^ is this: 

** As when a cloud 

] " 0( gathering rain, with limpid crufts of hail 
" Inclos'd, and obvious to the beaming fun, 
^ CoUedls his large effulgence f ftraight the heavens^ 
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In this poem, fays Walton, the reader ^iU.&ii| 
many hopt^s and fears finely painted and feel*? 
ingly expreffed* It is an unfinilhed wocki ;l3^ 
in what is prefented to us, the attention of vMi^ 
Chalkhill to the qualifications of his friend is 
obviou3 in many pafTages of a moft 9ttra}6):iY» 
defcription, as well in regard to language as tia 
tafte. Of this author Walton giv^ a yery eiij 
gaging charafter; ^ that he was well known in 
his time, and well beloved ; for he was humbly 
and obliging in his behaviour, a geqtleman, a 
fcholar, very innocent and prudent; and wbofe 
-whole life indeed was ufeful, quiet, and virtuous. 
The friends ofSpenfer, omitting the Earl ojf 
Leicefter, appear indeed to have been all men 
of unequivocal merit. And the reader is better 
pleafed, when he confiders "^ Sir Philip Sidney as 
the Prince Arthur of the Faerie QueenCy than 
when he is led to fubfcribe to the probably 
arguments of Mr. Upton that, under that 
chanifter, Leicefter is intended. " The great 
figure/' he fays, " which Leicefter made in the 
Low Countries, added to his being a favourite 
of Elizabeth, made perfons call him Arthur of 
Biitain ; and this I learn from Holinfhed, 
where he is giving an account of the various 

• P See Zouch's Life of Ifaac Walton, prefixed to his^ edittOn- 
of Walton's Lives 1796, p. xxviii. ■ 

^ As jprjrden and others have confidered lril». '.-.:. 
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ftftiiri^ sm^ eBtertaimnerita with which they re*!- 
ceived this magnificent peer: ^ Over the en-p- 
titmce of tl^ court-gate was placed aloft upon 
a fcailbld, als if it bad been in a cloud or fki^, 
^ffhur of Britaine, whom they compared to 
die Earl/ This paflage is highly in point for 
tiJy conj^6lure in making Prince Arthur often 
covertly to allude to the Earl of Leicefter, and 
apparently To where he is brought in to affift 
Belg^ and reftore her to her right/'' But 
Mr. Upton has not denied the culpability of 
Leieefter's chara6i:er. The Chriftian Knight, 
he obferves, ' gives Prince Arthur the New 
Teftament; a prefent, of which Leicefter un- 
doubtedly ftood in need. Not fuch was Sidney ; 

i^ehofe valour and • generofity were equalled by 

■-.'•» - ^ 

' See Faer. Qu. i. ix. Ip. 

• The generofity of Sir Philip Sidney towards Spenfer in par* 
iicular, has not efcaped exaggeration. In the Life of Spenfer 
prefixed to the folio edition of his Works in l679» in Hughes's 
Life of Spenfer, and in the Life of Sidney given in the Biogra- 
pbia Britannica, it is alTerted that Spenfer's defcriptiqn of the 
Cave of t)efpair introduced him to Sir Philip ; that the reading 
a few ilanzas occafioiled'Sir Philip to order him a payment of 
fifty pounds ; and that a continuation of the . reading extended 
Sir Philip's' bounty to two hundred pounds, which, however, he 
direded his (leward to pay the poet immediately j left he flioulcl 
beftow the whole of his edate on the writer of fuch verfes. 
*' To iliame this idle tale^** fays the writer of the Life of Spenfer 
in the Biographia Britannica, ^ we need only obferve that the 
Faerie Queene may be faid even to owe its birth to Sir Philip^ 
Sidney, who, quickly after his acquaintance with Spenfer, dif*« 
covered his genius to be formed for higher fubjedts than thofe 
leiTer pieces which he had then wHtten ; and perfuaded him' 
for trwmpetfieme to chamgc Ai$ ifattnreed€i/''^l «daut.tl|a^ 



fab piety/ ^d^ white proteded Irf f««h « 
jmtroiH Spenfer, i am iperfuadedy en^o jsed liki 
bappieft days. But when he was gone, ^thf 
raueni^brAiiee of fiich a lo&,' and ^ > coldneft 

the Faerie Qiieene owed Us progrefs to the judicious encourage* 
ment df-Sidney. But, although the pecttnittty incident weart 
undoul^tedly the appearance of an idle taky 1 do not &« wipf 
/ the defcription of the Cave of Defpair might not have been one 
efuthe eari}«)tl poetical pieces #hich he hiui (bbmitted to Sit* 
Philip's iafpediojD, as he had certainly b^^UiP thp po^m.Jin.l479« 
6nd ha^ refceived Harvey's opinion ofit iii 1580* and this 
p^^e is $Llfo in the fir^l t^^l^; and thus» the very clefcFiptioni 
.which is confidered in an unqualified manner as an idle tal/t^ 
nnght pefhape be* one of thofe fpecimens of his genius hy <?hich 
Sir Philip was forcibly truck, and ^as induced to recoiQgm^ 
him to fing no mere his rural ditties, but to '< build the loftiej 
rhyme." And Spenfer it feems, was 'V by Stdne/s fpeecbes 
won/'. 

* It feems unneceflary to remark, as Mr. Chalmers has 
licutdy obferved, that, if the. lord .treafurer Burleigh iku/^l 
kln^elf' againjt Spenfer, he never would have obtained either his 
penfron or his land. SnppL Apolog, ip, 369, But Burleigh 
would not countenance the poet ; and the reafon has been 
afligned. See p. Ixxxvi. Let us look back to the fituations 
which Spenfer held^ andth^n we may judge whether his com* 
pkunt3, if they were complamts refpeding hiii^lf^ were not 
rather highly coloured. 

At the age of 26 be was admitted^ into the booihold of 
Leicefter, and was patronifed by that nobleman as well as 
Sidney. 

At the.age of 27 he was fecretary to the lord lietttenant of 
Ireland. 

At the age of 3d a grant of land wms tflued to him by the 
Crown. 

At the age .of 37 a penfion of fifty pounds per anaum was 
fettled upon him by the royal bounty for life. 

.At the age. of 43 or fooner he was Clerk of the Councfl of 
Mtfnfter,. an office then reputed to be worth twenty^ pounds 
per annum. 

'< Slander, therefore," as Mr. Chalmers judicioufly remarks, 
^. aught UQ longer to caft her obloquy on £lizabeth and Bor^ 
bugfa, iaut on. toe Xrifti. reheUiDii.'' SttffiL^fiobg.. ut JOupr. 



jof Suiie^h, gave^'tile to tbofe (pienilcws 'txMi^ 
/whid^: fometbneaxiepme the poet's bai^p of half 

- Ifc 'rem^alnB to obferv«, tbat Spenfcr itithe 
4ruthor of four Soimets, which are admitted itvto 
this edkioQ of hi& .Woi-ks ; of which ".three a« 
prefixed to feparate publications, atid the fourth 
0^urs in Letters by his friend Harv^. He 
i/5 ^ conjeftiired to be the author alfo^of a Son- 
net, fignsed E. S.^ addrefied to Matter Henry 
Peacham, and entitled ^^ A ' Vifion upon bid 
rMinerta/' Fame has alfo iffigned to him ii 

'^ See vol; viii. p. 178, &c. Thie lad 6f Ihefe Sonnets was 
^rc^xed to a vfoti^ wlncb ^id > not app^iir tiU the ye^r aft^k* 
his dealh. 
'-'^' By Mr. Waldton, in h\s Literary Mttfeum, p. p. 
' Mr. Waklron grounds his ppinion partly on Mi^'/tfl^p, tlu|t 
the Verfes are Spehfer's; as {he poet has written ^^i^owi of the 
•Worids Vanity, kc: To thefe Ittight be ludded, as of a4£indr6i| 
•nature* h\s Dreams, It niay not be improper to recapitulate 
^ lift pieces of Spenfer. ' ! / 

1. His tftuiffatiou of Ecqlefiafl^. 

2. His tranflation of Canticum Canticorum* 

8. The Dying Pelican. ' 

4. The Hours of our Lord. ;' , 

5. The Sacrifice of a Sinner. 

• f6. The Seven. Pfalma/ . ' 

7. Dreams* 
" «i The Eigfifli Poet. ' 

^ S' Lcgemls. , ' 

')0. The Court of Cupid. 
., >1. T*^^ HelJ of Lovers; .: ..i : ' ' 

12. His Purgatory. . . > 

13. .A Senoights Slutobet. ' .' ^ ' 

14. Pageants. / 
1^. Nine Comedies, 

-; ; l6: $^mtnata I>Mdl^Wi.a* 

17. EpithalamipaThaoaefis. * ../ :i ;. . / i": 



firing of miferaUe couplets on Phillis^ ih i 
miferable publication called ** Chorus Poetarunij> 
&c. 1684/' The verfes on Queen Elizabeths 
fpifture, in the gallery of royal perfonages ^jt 
^Kenfington, hiave been likewife given to Spen- 
:fer; but, with greater propriety, are afcribed 
by y Lord Orford to the queen herfelf. Brit- 
iain S.Ida has ufually been printed with. .the 
-Works of Spexifer, but it is agreed by the cri- 
tickii that the poem was not compofed by him. 
I ihould have added, to the prefent colleftiori, 
,the tranflation of Axiochus attributed to him, 
if my endeavours to obtain it had beep attended 
with fuccefs. In refpeft to this Socratick dia- 
logue, as • Mr. Upton calls it, it may be proper 
to offer a few words. In Herbert\s * Typogra-^ 
phical Antiquities^ it is called " Plato's Axio- 
chus ; on the fliortiiefs and uncertainty of 
Life*/' printed in Scotland in 1592. In Dr. 
Johnfon's ^ jHflr/eian Catalogue^ it is entitled 
*^ Dialogue concerning the (hortnefTe and un- 
certainty of this Life, by Plato, tranflated by 
l£idw. Spenfer.'' In Mr^ Steevens's account of 
^ Ancient Tranflations of the daffick writers^ it 

y Anecdotes of Painting in England, vol. i. p. 151> &c. 2d. 
edit, 4to. 1765. ^ 

* Preface to his edition of the Faerie Queene, p. ix. 

• Vol. 3d. p. 1512. 

*» No. 6218. Vol. 3. p. 365. 

^ Prefixed to the Plays of Shakfpeare^ in the editions of 
1793, and XSO^J. 
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IS alleged to be " Axiochus, a Dialogue attri* 
huted to PlatOj by Edm. Spenfer/' Some 
readers will wonder when it is aflerted that 
Plato wrote no Dialogue of this name, x The 
Axiochus is the compolition of uEfchines Socra-* 
ticus, and is one of the three Dialogues which 
have come down to us from that author. And 
if Edmund Spenfer, the poet, be really the 
Englifh tranflator, we cannot but be furprifed 
that a fcholar fo accomplifhed ihould be milled 
in regard to the author of the original. 
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I. The Shepheardes Calender. Conteyning twelve .SglogQes 
proportionable to the twelve sionethes. Entitled to the 

. Noble, and Vertuous Gentleman, moft worthy of alL tit)e»y 

. both of learning and cheualrie, M, Philip Sidney. At 
London. Printed by Hugh Singleton, dwelling in Croede 
Lane ncere unto Lndgate at the Signe of the gyldien Tmitie) 

- and are there to be folde, 1579* ^to* 

%i. The Shepheardes Calender. Contelmpg twelve ^glogjiftes 

. proportionable to the twelve monethes. Entitled to the 
Koble and Vertuous Gentleman^ moH worthy of all tides^ 
both of .learning and cbeualrie, M. Philip Sidjiey^ Im* 
printed at London for lohn Harifon the younger, dwtUing 
in Paternofter.Roe, at the fig|ie of the Anker^ and are thore 
to be folde. [s. d.] B^it at the 0nd, viz. on fol. 53. Iin« 
printed at London by Thomas £aft for lohn Harrifoo^ &c. 
1581. 4to. 

III. The Sltepheardes Cinder; Conteining twelt^e^glogues 
proportioi)able to the twelue Monethes. Entitled To the 
noble and vertuous Gentleman, moft .worthie of HU titlfes^ 
both of learning and chiualry, Maifter Philip Sidney. Im- 
printed at London by lohn Wolfe for lohn Harrifon the 
yonger, dwelling ki Pat^lnofter ^oe,' at the figne of the 
Anker. 1586. 4to. 

iy4 Th« Sb^ph^ards Calender. Conleiniug twdviei Aeglog^et 

proportionable to the twelve Monetbes. Eatituled to the 

-^ble and vertuous Gentlemaii, pioil wortbie t^i all tithes, 

both of learning and chivalry^ Mailter Philip Sidney. Lon* 
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don, Printed by lohn Windet for John Harrifon tLe yongef^ 
dwelling in Patemofler Roe, at the figne of the Anker, 
1591. 4to. 

V. The Shepheards Calender. Conteyning .twelve Aegloguet 
proportionable to the twelve Moneths. 'Entituled to the 
noble and vertuous Gentleman, moft worthy of all tytles, 
both of learning and chivalrie, Maiiler Philip Sidney. L6n- 
don, Priifted by Thomas Creede for lohn Harrifon the 
yonger, &c. 1597. 4to. 

Ti. The Shepheards Calendar, &c. by Edmund Spencer> 
Prince of Englifh Poets, accompanying " Calendarium Paf^ 
tofflile, five iEglogse duodecim, totidem anni menfibus iac-^ 
comodatae. Anglic^ olim fcriptae ab Edmundo Spenfero, 
Anglorum Poetarum Principe ; nunc autem eleganti Latino 
carmine donatas k Theodoro Bathurft, Aulas Pembrokiaha^ 
apud Cantabrigienfes aliquando focio. Londini, l653." 8^. 
The editor of thjs tranilation, as well as the original, ap- 
pears to have been, by the preface, William Dillingham, of 
Emapuel College, who, in the fame year, was eleded mallei^ 
of that fociety. At the end of the volume a Gloffary, or 
Alphabetical Index of unufual words, is added. 

▼IT. Calendarium Paflorale, &c. A republication of the pre«4 
ceding article by John Ball : to which is prefixed a Laiia 
diifertation De Vita Spenferiy et Scriptis, and an augmeritbd 
ijrloflary is fiibjoined. This handfome publication has ap-« 
peared with an undated title-page, viz. '^ Typis Londonien-> 
fibus. Proliant apud Ch. Rivington, & Job. Knapton, Bi- 
bliopw & J. Fletcher, Oxon." But it hks appeared alfo withf 
Another title.page, in which the date is 1732|and the printer 
UW.Bowyer. 8vo. 



The Faerie Queene. 

». ¥he Faerie Queene. Difpofed into twelve books, ^(hion- 
ing XII. Morall Vertues. London, Printed for William 
Ponfonbie. lS$(k 4to. This contains only the three firi^ 
books* ■ ^ • i 



LIST OF EDITIONS. clxXvU 

f f. The fame, with the addition of the fourth, fifths andifikth 

bookes. By the fame printer, 1596. 4to. 
Ill, The Faerie Qneene. Difpofed into XII. bookes^ fafhion- 
, ing twelve Mo^all Vertues. At London. Printed by H. L. 
J for Matbeiv Lownes, l609. This is the firft folio edition, 
. and contains the firft edition of ''.Two Cantos of Mutabili- 

* tie, which, both for forme and matter, appeare to be parcell 
. of fome following Booke of the Faerie Queene, under the Le- 

* gend of Conilancie." There is no preface to this edition. 
.1 have, fometitnes thought, tliat Gabriel Harvey might Le 

the editor. But, probably, he would have fumiflied : us 
with further information- in .regard to the '^ never-before- 
imprinted" Cantos, if he had undertaken fuch an office, 
iv? The Faerie Queene, by Edmund Spenfer. With an exad 
y collation of the two original editions, &c. To which are 
. . now added! a new .Life of the 'Author, [by Dr. Birch,] and 

alfo a GlolTacy. .Lond.. . 17<51. 3 vols. 4to. . . 
v. The Faerie Queene, by Edmund Spenfer. A new edition, 
with Notes critical and explanatory, by Ralph Churchy M.A. 
Late Student of Chrift Church, Oxon. Lond. 1758. 4 vols. 
8vo. 
Ti.* Spencer's Faerie Queene. A new edition, with a Gloflary 
- and ^otes . explanatory and critical, by John Upton, Pre- 
. bendary of Rocheiler, and Keillor of Great Riflington in 
' -Glocefterflbire, - Lond. 1758." 2 vols. 4to. 
VII. The Fairy Queen. Written by Edmund Spenfer. With 
; a Gloifary explaining the old and obfcure words. Lond. 
1758. 2 vols. 8vo. 
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r. ' i - r • . ^ 

.r. .Complaintilk Containing fundrie fmall Poemes of the Worlds 

: .Vanitie. By Ed. Sp. Lond. Impr. for William Ponfoobiey 

&c. i5Sl. 4to. Thefe Complaints are, 1. The Ruine* of 

. Timie. 5. ,Tbe .Teares of the.Mufes. 3. Virgils Gnat. 4. 

, , .Pi:of9popoia, or Mother.Hubberds Tale. 5.. The Ruines of 

.Borne, by.Bellay. 6. Muiopotoios, or ttiie Tale of the 
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BtUttoF^ 7, Vitoos of tto Wocidn VwUie, aik 9A||iaiBi 
VifioQs. 9. Petcascbei Vifipoji. TIkb Muiit>pQMpo8. JHijip^l^e 

4b^ of 1^J90 io^iiU4id£, iind ifl:faidtQ.bi^;l^fi^.iiQ|)Ar94^Jf 

printed io. tkaX y«ar. But fee the Life, p» b4UV . ' -I 
II. CoUo^Clloias cofli/B hoB>e agatoet &q«. Lood 159^$^ Pi30tM 

for W. PoDfanbie, 4to. With tfais^ foem^ AOropbeiw^j^^e 

i)abfe(|U6ot filegies on. 5ir Philip Sidoey'tt d«ath. werci al/a 

publiftiecL 
ixi> AmoretU and Epithaljamioii. WritteficOOtloiig fimN^bji 

Edmuode Spenfei^ Pdoted for WtUiao^ Pooftnibx* li<5fiV 

12010. , 

tvw ProthahMnion, &c« hond. 159S* 4to. 

V. Fowre liyuuies, &ic. 4to. Lond^ 1596. 

VI. Mother. Uubberds Tale, feleded ,&om. thewiHrksr^S tJ»^ 
mufld Spenfery with the obfoletet words ex|^ti9iMi* i Wilb 
a djedication to> the Right Hon. C. J. Fox^ by. the editor* 
Lond. Prioted £dc C. Dilly^ 1784. l2tno. 



fi^i^kspubiyhed together ^ 

'i ' 

^ The Faerie Queen : The Sbepheard^ Calendar 1 Togj^tbef 
with tihe other Works of England's Arch-Poety Edip. Speiir 
fer. Collededi uito one Volume^ and carefully corxe^d^ 
Printed by H*. L. for Matbew Lownes, i6ll. This is.tlie 
fecond folio edition of the Faerie Queene. An<l the firft folip. 
of the- other poems. And to the Sonnets are here.prefix^*d 
two commendatory Sonnets by G. W. fenr. and junr.. 
y, Tiie Faerie Queen, ^c. as in the preceding article, dated 
in 161 7; but in the title to the fecond part of the Faerijs 
Queene, and at the end^of it, the dates of l6l2 and Ij^lj^ 
are found in all the copies which I have feen; fo that w]e 
may confidef this edition the fam^ as the former, with'^tbe 
' a<kHtion merely of a ney«( title«page. 1» this aoU6dio» of 
* die fmaller Poein#y the^titles alfo bear varioua dat^ 4 
tti. 'Hie Works of^ that famous Engliih Poet^ Mr« Sfi^raood 

^eafer. Viz. Tlie* Faety Queen, the Sheyphf^rdf^ (^^i^^ 
'- the Hiftory of * It'dftpdi &c» Whereuntp is adfled; aii> ac* 



'Munt of hi^ Lifeyr witli^ other aew^ additibns: nev^ before 
"HI print. LoncL Prints b^ H* Hills for Jooalliaii Edwin, 

ice, I6^< Thi« is- pn^erly tbe- third £(>lio editioti of the 

Faerie Qtieene* 
fV. The Works of Spenfer, With a Gloffary explaining the 

old and obicure words. To which is prefixed the Life of the 
-Aiithor, and an EiTay on Allegorical Poetry, by Mr. Hughes. 

Lond. 1715; 6 vols. 8vo. 
t?. The fame, L6Ad. 1730. frTofe. l^Smo. 
vi. *fhe Poetical Wc^rfcs, in Bdrs editioh of the Biitifli Poets, 

ll9«io. Edinb. 177», &il% 
ritu The Poetical Works>in Dr. Anderfoti's Britifh Poeti, 8vo. 

Lond. 1795. 
v«ijk The Roetkttl Works,, in Dr.Aikta's Brilifli Poelft. l!^mo. 

Lond ISOg. ! . 



AUeratiam (^ Spenfer. 

I. SpencefrRediVivtis, containing the Pirft Book of the Pafry 
Queen ; his eflbiitial defign preferv'd, but his obfolete lan*^ 
guage and^ manner of verfe totally laid afide. D^liver'd in 
Heroick Numbers. By a Perfon of Quality; Lond. 1687. 
Svo.— ThlS7«/3^ ^gwd/tfy complains that Spenfer's flyfcis 
^nb 1^8 uninteiligible than the obfbleteft of our Englifh or 
5a90Oh dialedf, and that ityxh^, politely judicious he prefents 
the poet as ^' he ought to have been inilead of what is to 
•;bef6utid' in bimfelf I" I muft confefs, however, that fuch 
an exhibition of Spencer Redivivui, however politely intended], 
bears- DO' very' flat^ring teiiimony to ih^ judgment of this 
reformer. Let- Ima- fpeak for himfelf. The revived p6em 
taus opens-:; 

*■' A wortty Ithight wat riding on the plain, 
*^ Itr ai^i»lirchtd',#hich richly did cdntaiii 
i '« Tie gallant marks>bf mtany battels fought, ' 
•^ Tlw'he-b^fore tto^martial hkbH fought 



•^'^ 



.' «'. . .. 



dxXX A'LTEHATIONS Or 51?EK8Er; 

*^ Yet with his comely looks appeared fad, 
**• Wif!k>ttt the fign of fear or heing bad, — » 
** Near to hi» fide an a&, more white than fnow, 
•* A lovely Lady's weight did tt/i(Zergo / — 

On their approach to the cave of Errour, the Dwarf is rc- 

prefented 

" Begging that inftant they'd for fafety fly. _ , >: 

"Since his foul, tjjo' in Jiia fmall bulk, cpuld.fpy 
"Vail mifchiefs did within that cave ab/cond^ 
*^ And mud, if fought, beft human Arength confound.!' ' 

And this is the drefs forfooth in which poor Spenfer ought to 
to have appeared ! ! • . 

II. Spenfer's Fairy Queen attempted in Blank Verfe, with 
Notes, Critical and Explanatory. Lond. 1783. fivb.'The 
Copy, which I have feen, proceeds no further than to the 
end of the fourth canto of the firft book. And, I believe, 
no more was publiihed. The Introdu^ion^^ relates that " The 
following cantos are prefented for the approbation of the 

, publick, in which cafe they -will be followed 'by the te- 
mainder of the poem. The firfl of thefe canto>s was pub- 
liflied ibme years ago, and the tranfpofer has fince added 
fome notes from the bed writers on the fubjed,' &c. &c:— 
The whole of this work will becomprifed inlixteen numbers, 
find will be publiihed with all convenient fpeed, ihould fiW« 

^rji number meet with a moderate, (hare of encouragemelit. 
A ihort account of the Life of Spenfer will * be fubjoined to 

the laft number." The four firft I'mes will be a fufficient 

• ■ . ■ . . _ ,^ ...... 

fpecimen of this alteration. ' 

** Nomore my Mufe her (hepherd's weeds fliall wear, 
" But change lier oaten pipe for trumpets loud, 
" And fing of noble deeds which long have Q4pt ; 
** Fierce wars and faithful loves (hall, grace my fong.". 

III. Prince Arthur,, an allegorical Roinance. In profei The 
ftory from Spenfer. Lond. Svo. 3 vols. 1779. To^ ca^h 
volume ^n intrQdu6liG|n is prefixed; the fi^ 5»i ftljegery, 
Ihe fecond on romance. ^ 



1 mtTATt ON s: OF IS pjRNs^E m: u ckxxi^ 



Pieces of Crkieijti .nMingi to Spenfen 



•^i 



^bftr^ioD^ on. the. 2^ Sitans^imu^ 9th. CaQ^<)f the 2d. 
, Book of, Spencers Faery Q)f 0611.. ( Full of excellent Np- 

tions conc^ning th<^ Frao)^ of Mail, ^nd his rational LSovil. 
. Written by the, Right Noble ;aad illluitrious .Knight Sir 
J Kenelmq Digby, at the rtfqueft of a Friend. [Sir Edwiird 

Eilerling, oiEr'ai Stradling.] Lond. 1644.: I2m9. This; is 
• printed jfi the , vpl. of^h^s ^ition, p. . ^j . / 
Remark^ oi^ JSp^fer's P^ins, [by: Dr. Jortfn,] Lond. 1734. 

Obfervation^ on the Faerie Quewie of Spenfer> by Ths9. AVar- 
ton, M.A. &c. Lond. 1754. 8yo. , ; . ' » 

The Ohferver obierved, or, Remarks on a certain .curious' 
Trad, iutitled, Obfervations on the Faiere [sic] Queene 
of Spencer. ., By T. War^9n,. &c. .^ Lo«d. 1756._8vp. Thin 
is a violent attack upon Warton's quotations, from -the 
Italian vritfers. Warton is greatly abufed on account of 
his falfe fpelling of Italian. The writer of this pamphlet 
.deserves ;feyerer reprehenfion for mif- fpelling bis own lan- 
guage ; even in the title-page of his pamphlet, and in the 
^rft p(^e, and- in the feventh page, &c. &:c. It is attri^ . 
buted to Mr. Hug^ns, a ti;anflatQr of Ariollo. See Bofwelrs 
',,I^€.,^ Johtufony 3<J. edit. vol. .4. p. 6. 

lietters on Chivalry and Romance, [by Dr. Hurd,] Lond. 
-1760, 1762, &c. &c. 

Obfervations on the Faerie Queene, by Tho^ Warton, M,A. 
,&c. The fecond edition, correded and enlarged. Lond, 
1762. 2 vols, 8vo. 



Prqfejfed Imitations of Spenfer. 

Cynthia, with the Legend of CalTandra, Certaine Sonnets^ &c. 
by.R. Barnefield, 1595. Barnefield in his addrefs ^^ to the 
.courteous gentlemen readers,'^ hopes that his rude conceit 
•f Cynthia will be borne with, " if for no other caufe, yet 
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for that His the Jirjt imitatum of the verfe of tbfit ekdeBeat 
Po6t, Maifter Spencer, in his Fayric Qieefte/' 

The Ant and the Nightingale, or Father HubbuH's Tl^es. 
Svo. tond. 16041. Thit Uttle work iK a lAt^tirire of ^^ib!e 
fusd rhyme, 4ind is6f a fattrical natare. The author,' ^<iv4io 
figns liimfelf t, M., •informs us, ** Why I caSl thefe fatter 
JIMmri*s Tfffe9, is not to have them c^lcl in agaSnei m 
4;he Tale of M<dker Bitbburd; the worlde would fhcN^^ little 
judgement la that y^aith, &c/' The poetry in this enrioos 
wor^ is often exU'emely beauttfol^ I have never fieard W 
any copy of this rare poblication, except the two Wifidi be** 
longed to the late Puke of Bridgewater ; one of whici/' is 

' mow in the pofTeffion of the Marquis of Stafford, and'thii 
duplicate was fold for five pounds. ' • *' -^^ 

The Pilrple Ifland, an allegorical Pbem, by Phiheas Fle^dieiii 
4td, Lond. 16^3. j 

ileary More's Hatonical Song of the Sool, Hiro* Lond; 1^2t 
and afterwards, 

J*fyche, or Ixjve's Myiftery, by Jof. Beauthont, fbl. 1(551 • ^' 

A Canto of The Progrefs of Learning, in FanfhaW^ Pdems, 
annexed to his tranflation of the P/jj/for fWo, Apci thnd, 

8vo. isre, ' 

The Legend of Love, in three Cantos; in the Poems of Samuel 
Woodford, D.O. Lond, 8vo. 167?. 

A Proteftant Memorial, or, The Shepherd's Tale of the Pou« 
der-Plott. A Poem in Spenfer's %le. Written by the 
Right Reverend Dr, William Bedell, Lord Bifbop of Kiknore 
in Ireland. Pubiiflied from an original manufcript, found 
among the papers of Uie late Dr. Dillingham, 'Maftfer of 
Emmanuel College in Cambridge. 8vo, Lond. 1713? 't%is 
poem is a very ingenious and elegant imitation of the poetry 
in the Shepheards Caiender. 

An Original Canto of Spencer, defign'd as part of his Fairy 
Queen, but never printed,. Now made publick, by Netfbr 
IronOde, Efqr* Lond. 4to. 1714. 3d. edit. This and 
the next article are political poems ; and, if we may rely on 
Giles Jacob's information in his Lives of the PoetSj are the 
produfiion of the B^vd. Mr. Croxall, « the firft p6etifeal 



c^^jMlb^ he . {HiUifliB^ ifere two Otidhal Canto's of Sp^Wctr^ 
. imder a fii^ttioi^ chara^er ; bea^ fatiried on the E^rl of Ox- 
,»it»f>d'9iKhiiiDiltratk>fi/' t :> . 

^^odmr Original Canto of %)exicei7y defigned, ice. a^ befote. 

. .JiOficL 171^- 

.jPiipt's loaitation of Spenfer> entitled. The AU^j: on a.p4rt 

^^ ^ whicli Dr. Jofepii Warton has made tht^ remark : ^^ ti^w 

.;; different from thofe enchanting knitations ef Spcnler> Tiie 

. Cafile of Indolence and the Minftrel !" 

. A {frelendedj new Canto of Spieneer'^ Fairy Queen, fol. Loud. 

"\.;Wa»^ , . ..^ • . 

nin the '^ Pietas Academis Cantabrigienfis in .Fanere Sere- 

.; Bi^]iiias.Principi« Wilhel. Canilins «t. LuiSu Augtift; Georgil 

JI.' Brit. Reg. fol. 1738, '^ th^re. is an elegant imitation 

\ bf SfNsnfetTs pa&oiial elegy^ , lentitled Themi Spi Cuddy, of 

which the author is John Whalley, IX P, .^i^eir ojf St. 

^ ;.-. ^etfr's CoM^igjfc. , . • • 

The Cadle of Indolence, by Thpmfop. . 
' A [pretended] New Canto of Spencer's Fairy Queent^ .Now 
^ SrA publilbed. 4to^ Lond. 17^7. Mr. Uptpn ,is ^atfc} 
^, to be the author, in Lockyer Bavin's, jCft^lo^Hf^.. 1783, 
)^ S42« i think it very probable. The n^tto id a^ quotation 
:.ii?Qia Plutarch. The argument, is^ 

** From ill tb ill,;thrt)tigii various fccn<&k, 
"' " Ud i^ the Faii7 Knight : '' '- 

** Him Arthur heaven-direded faves 
*• From Archimago^s fpitt.*' 



/; 



The Notes alfo befpeak the hand of Upton.. 
I^iilandtf, ^ poem on th& death of Mr Levins, by the Revd. 
,^ S^ Warton, father of the Poet Laureate* J748. 
Sliales, a Monody on Dr. Pococke^ in Hnit«ation of Spencer, by 

£din. Smith. 4to. . Lond. 1751* , 
TbeSieal^M, [by Mr. Men^dez,] in imitation of Spenfer, lb]i» 
. Lond. 1751. 
The Mirror, a poetical Effay, in the manner of Spenfer. £Mi* 

Gated to David Garrick by C. Arnold, 4to. 1755. 
Aa Hywi to May, by William Thomi^lbn^ M. M I^te Fellow 
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ClxXXiv IMITATIONS OF 8P£N8I«ft; 

of Qoeei)*8 College, Oxfohl* S«e his Poemt, StoT. Oxfofdfs 
1757* This beautiful poem is. preceded by a few remarks 
on Spenfer, which are as judicious as they are elegiuit. 
** ShiUsfpeaiae is the poet of nature, .in adapting' the affec* 
tions and pailions to his characters ; aud Spenfer, in de* 

: fcribing her d'l^Kghtful (cenes aud rural beauties. His lines 
' are moft mufiGaUy fweet; and his deferiptions moft delicately; 
abundant, even to a Wantonnefs of painting; but Hill it' is 
the muQck and painting of nature. WeBnd no ambitious 

.'ornaments, or epigratumatical turns, in his writings ; .b^t a 
beautiful fimplicity, which pleafes i&r aboye the glitter of 
pointed wit." 

A Dream, in the manner of Spenfer; at the end of Wilkie's 
Epigoniad, 2d. edit. 1759* ' . . v 

The SchooI'Miftrefs, a Poem, in imitation of Speni<bn By 

William Shenftone, £fqr. 
The Abufe of Travelling. A Canto, in imitation of Spenfer*' 

By Gilbert Well, Efcj. Dodfle/s Colleaion of Poems, 17©. 

vol. 2. p. 80.- • 

Pfyche, oi'jTheGrcatMetamorphofis, [by Glofter Ridley, DiD.] 

A poem, written in imitation of l^penfer. Dodfley's CoUeo- 
' tion of Poems, 1763. vol. 3. p. 23. Afterwards, Melampiis, 

or. The Religious Groves, was added to it ; and the wbhl<^. 

publication, c^titled^ Melampus, a Poem, info^ir books. 

with notes, by the late Glofter Ridley, D. D. . appeared in 

.1781. 
The Squire of Dames, a Poem, in Spenfer's (lile, by Mofes 

Mendez, Efqr. In Dodfley's CoUedion of Poems, 1763. 

vol. 4. p. 117. 
Another Imitation of Spenfer, by Mofes Mendez, Efqr. is ia 

Fawkes and WotJ's Poetical Calender, 1763. voL 5.' p. 55. 
The Ediication of Achilles, by Mr. Bediiigfield, in Dodiley's 

Colledion of Poems, 1763. vol, 3; p. 121. 
iEHucation. A PMm in two Cantos, written in imitation of 

the flyle and manner of Spenfer's Fairy Que(?n. 'By Gilbert 

W^il, Efqr. In Dodfiey's Cblledion of Poems, 1763, vol. 4. 

P-9. ' 

A -Farewell Hymme to the Country. Attempted in the manner 



IMITATIONS OF SPENSER. clxXXV 

' of Spenfer's Epitbalamion. In Fawkes and Woty's Poetical 
■ Calender, 1763. vol. 5. p. 51. 
An Imitation of Spenfer's Fairy Queen, a fragment; the fird 

poem in Ralph's Mifcellany. 
The Houfe of Superftition, by Mr. Denton, in Mendez's Mif- 
cellany. 
The Transformation of Lycon and Euphormius, by William 

Melmotb, Efqr. 
The Land of the Mufes, by Hugh Downman, B. A. in the man« 

ner of Spenfer. 4to, Edinb. 1 768. Tliis is a poem of 

great merit; and might, as thecriticks of the time have well 

obferved, be property inferted between the eleventh and 

twelfth Cantos of the fecond Book of the Faerie Queene. 
The Land of Liberty, an allegorical Poem, in the Manner of 

Spenfer. In two Cantos. Dedicated to the people of Great 

Britain. 4to. Lond. 1775. 
l^r Martyn, or. The Progrefs of Diffipation, by William Julius 

Micklei Efqr. 4to. 1777- This had been )>rinted before 

under the title of The Concubine. 
The Jordan, in the Oxford Saufage, 1777. 
The Mindrel, or, The Progrefs of Genius, by James Beattle^ 

LL.D. 
A Paftoral, in the manner of Spenfer, from Theocritus, Idyll. 

XX. by the Revd. Tho. Warton. See Mr. Maut's valuable 

edition of Warton's Poems, vol. i. p. 112. 
Richard the firit, en hiflorical Poem, by Sir James Bland 

Burgefs. In this interefling poem, the verfification of Spen« 

fer is very fuccefsfuUy imitated. 
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COlfeMENDATORY TEfiSES 

ON SPENSEK. 

IF mufick and fweet poet^ry agree, 
As they muft needs, the fifter and the brother, 
Theai fDoit the love be great ^twsxt thee and me, 
JBecaule thou lov'fi the ooe, and I the other. 
Dowland to thee is dear, whoie heavenly touch 
Upon the lute doth raviih human fenfe ; 
Spenser to me, wbofe deep conceit is fiidi, 
As, pairing all cooceit, neecb no defence. 
Thou lovTt to hear |;he fweet naelodious found 
That Phoebus' lute, the queen of muiici^ makes; 
And I in deep delight am chiefly drown 'd, 
Wbenas himfelf to fmging be betakes. 

One god is god of both, as poets feign ; 

Oj9ie knight loves both, and both in thee rtmnrnf 

From Shakfpeare's Pajffionatc PUgi^m^ Grft 

pubtUhed in \599* 

w ., 

LIVE, Sp£N3£» ! ever, in thy Fairy Qtieet^ ; 
Whofe like (for deep concpit) waA never itf^w* 
Crown'd mayil thou be, unto thy more reaowi^ 
M king of poets, with a lawrell cro^^ne ! 

From a ^^ Remembrance offomeEni^lfli Poets,** 
at the end of R. Barnfield*s Ladjf Peeunia^ 
4to. Lond* 160^. 



clxXXViii COMMENDATORY VERSES. 

Ad Edfn. Spencer^ Homefum Britannicum. 

SI nos l^i&niy Hova nobis Troia f}t: Ipjp 
(Ut GrsBcis fuus eft) nofter Homerus eris. 
From loannis Stradlingi J^pfgrammat. Libb. iv, 
12mo. Lend. 1607. Lib. i, p. 21. 

. Ad Spencer Sg Daniel^ celeberrimos Poetas. 

DiyiDITIS primas inter voS) atque fecundas : 
Tertius k vobis quiiquis erit,. fat habet. 

V ' Ibid. Lib. iv.p.l 65* ' 

f 

The Englijh Shepherds round the throne of Thetis : 

— ^ -all thdr pipes were ftill; . 

And Colin Gjdout began to tune hisqurll ' 

With ftich deepe art, 'that every one W'as given* ^ 
To thinke Apollo (liewly Aid from heaven) *' ' ' ^'^ 
Had tane a humane ffiapie to Win his love. 
Or with the Wefteme'Swaines ifdr glory ftrove.*' " 
fie fuhg th' herdicke Kiiights of Faiery land^^ ■ ^ 
In liises fo elegaa^ of fuch command^.^ V^ 
That had the Thracian plaid but halfe fo well 
He had not left Eurydice in helL 
But ere he ended his melodious fong, 
An noft of Arigeb flew the clouds artibng,' • • 
And rapt this Swan from his attentive mates, ' 
To make him one 6f their affociates^ / ' * 

In heavens f5fcire-Q«Jre ; where now he-fings tbefi^'alfc 
Of HWthat is the firft.afid laft of doyeis. 
Divineft Spsncer ! ^heavVbred, happy Mufe ! ■' 
Would any poww-lnto my braioe in^te 



Thy worth, or all that Poets had before, 

I could not praife till thou deferv'ft no more. -^^ 

From Browne's Britannia's Pajiorals^ 1616. 



Of Edmond Spencer. 
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OUR Spencer Avas a Prpdigie of wit, , •.. 
Who hath the Fairy Queen fa -ftately writ 
Yield, Grecian Poets,' to his:Npbl(Br Style; 
And, ancient Rome, fiibmit unto qur Jle.^ 
You, modern^wits, of aU the four- fold, earth, 

« - . 

(Whom Princes have made Laureates for your 

worth,) 
Give our great Spencer place, who hath out-foog 
Phoebus;himfelf with all; his Learned Throng. , 
From Sir Aftoii Cokain's P(?ew^ 1658. - 

THOUGH daring Milton fits. fublime, . 

In Spencer native Mufes play ; 
Nor yet mail Waller yield to time, 

Nor penfive Cowley's moral lay. 

From Pope's Imitations of, Horace. 

» • . ♦ •, 

' » . . . \ 

NOR Ihail my verfe that elder bard forget, 

The gentle Spenser, Fancy's pleafing fpn, . , . 

Who, like a copious riyqr, pour'^ hi^s fojaig; 

O'er all the maz^ pf enc^ant^dgiioiJi^d; . 

Nor thee, his ancient iiuUter, laij^bfingtSage, 

Chaucer, wh^e flaftijKie |n§ii^er5-|«u^ 

Wdl moraliz'd, ihfBpi^ltibWMghvtif f[^^^^ 49ud 

Of time and lai^unge o'er Itfey g§lH^s thrpwo. ^ - 
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On thcCMias of S^enjir'^ Fairy Q^ Iq^ mtkiS. 

p^ageframlrtland* i cT 



). •. 



WO worth the man, who in ill havitf aflay'd 

To teitapt tliat Weiterh frith with ventrous ked j : 

And feek what H«aven, regardfiil of our w^al^ 

Had hid in fogs and night's eternal Ihade : 

lU-ftarr'd Hifeernia ! well art thou appaid' 

For all the woes which Britain made thee feet 

By Henry 's wrath, and Pembroke's conquering fteel, 

Wha fack'd thy towns, and caftles difarray 'd : 

No longer now, with idle forrow, mourn 

Thy plundered wealth or liberties^ reftrain'd, 

Nor deem their victories thy lofs or fliame ; 

Severe revenge on Britain in thy turnj 

And ample fpoils thy treacherous waves ol^in'd, 

Which lunfr one half of Spenser's deathlefs fame. 

From the S(mmtsoiT\\o. Edwards^ Efq. 1758, 






GARDEN INSCRIPTIONS. 
On Spenfer's Faerie Queenc. 



• Ul .flit*. 



L O ! here the place' for contemplation 
For facred muling, and fior fiilemn forig ! 
Hence, ye pr^fitne! nor violate the Ihade : ^^ 

Come, Ste®f SE»*i wv^lTul genldd, come albitg; 
Mix viAth the muiSck of tiie aerial Uirong t 
Ott! breatlte a penfive itillnefs through my brean^ 
While baliiiy breezes pant the leaves among^ 
And^Stte^Hj Iboth'iiiy paflfom ii^to reft. 



i.f*- 



Hint pureft tboughtSf in pureft cji:^ur3 dreft ; 

Even fuch as angelsi prompt, in goldej;! ctreftai;^ " 

To holy hermit^ high in rapturejaL blefl;. 

His boibm burning with, celeftial beaa}3 : 
Ne lefe the raptures, of my funxoier da^y. 
If Spenser deign with rpe to m^pi^^ize the li^y. 

By the Rev. William ThQmpfb% M. A. \ata^. 
fellow of Queea's College,. Oxford. From 
Fawkes and Wqty'aPoeiricaiCa/^iM&ir, voL 8^^ 
p, 97. edit 1763*. 



On Spenjfer's Shepherd's Calendar.^ 

4.T large beneath this floating foliage laid 
Of circling green, the cryftal running by, 
(How foft the murmur, and how cool the: fliade !^ 
While; gentle-whifpering winds their breath applj^ 
To Twage the fever of the fultiy. Iky ; 
Smit with the, fweet Sicilian's limple ftrain^, 
I try the rural reed, but fondly try 
To match bis paitorc^l airs apd happy veinb • 
Next I a^ay the quill of Mantua's fwain 
Of bolder note, and 9f more couitly gFa^ce^: , 
Ah, foolifli emuladpn I Th^y difdain 
My awkwa^rd &ill, and puih me frpW; the p^^ 
Yet boa& xipt, thou of Grc^ecc^ qor thoju 

Bom^; 
^ >^ fweeter CotiiN, Cj.pu? OMtgieps yojij boU» 

at home. 
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CXCii COMMENDATORT VERSM*^ 

HERE Cbamcer firft his comick vein difplay'c^ 
And merry' tales in homely guife convey 'd ; 
Unpolifti'd beauties grac d the artlefe fong ; 
Though rude the diftion, yet the fenfe was ftrong. ' 
To fmootHer ftrains, chaftifing tunelefs profe. 
In' plain magnificence great Spencer rofe : 
Informs diftind:, in each creating, lin^, 
The virtues, vices, and the paffioas fliine : 
Subfervient Nature aids the poet^'s rage, 
And with herfelf infpires each nervous page. 

From The Progrefs of Poetry y in Fawkes and 
Woty's Poetical Calendar, vol. 3. p. 22, 
edit 1763. 

THROUGH Pope's foft fong though all the Grace* 

breathe, . . 

And happieft art adorn his Attick page ; > 

Yetdoaes my mind with Tweeter tranfport glow, 
As, at the root of mofly ttunk reclin'd, 
In magick^SpE^'sER's wildly-warbled fong 
Ifee deferted Uiia^wander witfe 
Through- wafteful' folitndes, and lurid - heaths^ 
Weary, forlorn; than when the * fated fair 
Upon the-bofom bright of filver Thames ' 

Launches in all the luftre of brocade, » 
Amid the fplendours of the laughing Sun : ' ' 
The gay description palls upon the fenfe, 
And coldly ftrikes the mind with feeble bli&w 
i . From the. Rev^ T^ Warton's Pkajures of 

Melancholy^ 

. ' ; *• PopeV Belinda,' Ra|)e of the Lock* 



/ - ... . . . , 

THOUGH joined by magick fldll, with mapy a» 

rime, 
The Druid frame, unhonour'd, falls a prey 
Td the flow vengeance of the wifard Time, . 

And fade the Britifli charafters jaway ; ,. 
Yet Spenser's page, that chants in verle fublia^ef 
Thofe Chiefs, (hall live, unconfcious of decay I 

From the Rev. T. Warton's Sonnet on King 
Arthur's Round Table at JVincheJier. 

OdCy fent to Mr. Upiony on his edition of the 

Faerie Qjueene: 

AS ofit, reclined on Cherweirs (helving fliore, 
I trac'd romantick Spenser's moral page, 
And footh'd my forrows with the dulcet lore 
Which Fancy fabled in her elfin age ; 
lM[uch would I grieve, that envious Time fo foon ' 
O'er the lov'd ftrain had caft his dini difguife ; 
As lowering clouds, in April's brighteft noon, 
Mar the pure fplendours of the purple (kies* \ 

Sage Upton came, fh>m every rayftick tale ' 

To chafe the gloom that hung o'er fairy ground : ' 
His wifard hand unlocks each guarded vale, 
And opes each flowery foreft's magick bound. 
Thus, nevw knight with mortal arms effay'd 
The caftle of proud Bufyrane to quell, 
Till Brifomart her bean^y (hieli difplay'd, 
A^d broke wkh golden fpear the mighty fpell : 
The datlntlefs maid with hardy ftep explored 
Each room, array'd in gliftering imagery ; 

vol. I. 1^ 



And tbl*ough tiicf iqchanted chai|il;)ery rjcbly^&tfr^ij^ 
S^w Cupitffi ftatcly Maflse dome fweejMng by.-^ ^ 
At this, where'er, in diftant regions flieen, - 

She roves, emhoxver'd with maiiy a fpangled bdtl^, 
Mild Una, liftirig her majeftick rtiien, • 

Braids with a brighttr wreath her radiant bro^.- 
At this, in hopefefs forrow drooping long 
Her painted wings Iiffagirtation plumes ; 
PleaS'd that her laureate votary's refcued'ftnig 
Its native chartn and genuine grace refumes. 

By the Rev. T. Warton. 

The cantefi of the Shepherds for the daughters 

of Jiienaieas. 

HE [Tityrus] ended; and, as rolling billows iQUdi 
His praife relbunded from tlie circling croud. 
The clamorous tumult foftly to cpmpofe, , ^ , 

High is the midft the plaintive Coun rofe. 
Born on the lilied banks of royal Thame, , , 

Which oft had rung wich Rosalinda's name;' ., 
Fair, yet negle6led ; neat, yet unadorn'd} , . 

The pride of dref^ and flowers of art, be fcqrn'd:.. 
And, like the nymph w Iio fir'd his youthfull brea^ 
Green were his buikins, green his (imple veftv, ,, 
With carelefs eafe his ruftick lays he fung,, . ./ .- 
Ahd ihelody flowed finooUJy froip his tongue : . . 
Of June's gay fruits, and Auguft's corn he tol4 . . 
The blooni of April, and December's cold; . ., 
The loves of Shepherds, and their harmlefs cheeir. 
In' every month that decks the varied year. 



And hia ft)ftini!iidbi!sm4k4Al#iig >tl»$^i^^ ; " 
The (i^ilM Amoefis to hUM^I^tm moi¥% ! , . o . ^ 
J^nd «?ery v<WJe hU eialy |TO«^ t^rq^'d ;. i i>i . . . ' 
fiv'n Hyla, blooming maid, admir'4 th^'ftfuio, 
Wl^ ^r0ugh^ hev bcffomt ihot W {^wfii^ |Wl^ : ^ 
Now all WHS httih'd : »o Tivftl dtiKft arife;; . : . 
Pale were their cheekfii audi full of tears Ibelr 

eyes : 
Aienalcaa, rifing from his flowery feat. 
Thus, with a voice mfgeftically fwee^ 
Addrefs'd th* attentive throng : " Arcadians, hef r 1 
^* The iky grows dark, and beamy ftars appear : 
" liafte to the vale ; the bridal bowers prepare, 
And hail with joy Menalcad' tuneful heir. 
Thou, Tityrus, of fwains the pride and grace^ 
Shalt clafp foft Daphne in thy fond embrace : 
And tiiou, YOUNG Colin, Jn thy willing arrai 
Shalt fold my Hyla, fair in native charms : 
O'er thefe fweet plains divided empire hold, 
'^ And to your lateft race tranfmit an age of gold. 
** What fplendid vifions rife before my fight, 
And fill my aged bofom with delight ! 
Henceforth of wars and conqueft ihall you Hn^ 
Arms and the Man in every clime (hall rin^ : 
•* Thy Mufe, bold Maro, Tityrus no more, 
Shall tell of Chiefs that left the Phrygian ihorei 
Sad Dido's love, and Venus' wandering fon, 
** The Latians vanquiih'd, and Lavinia won* 
•* And thou, O Colin, heaven-def<?nded youth, 
^^ Shalt hide in fi€iio^!s veil the charms of truth ;;. 
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Thy notes the fting t>f fbrrow (hall beguile, 
'* And fmooth the brow of anguiih till it fmile ; 
'^ Notes, that a IWeet Elyfian dfeam caA raife, 
^* And lead th' enchanted foul tte-ough faney's 

maze ; 
" Thy verfe Ihall fhine with Gloria na's name, 
'^ And fill the world with Britain's endlefs fame.'" 

From Sir William Jones's Arcadia. 
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TWELVE AEGLOGUES, 

I 

FROPQRTIONABLE TO THE TWELVE MONETHiS. 

lUntitled to the noble and vertuous Gentleman, moil worthie of 
all titles both of learning and chivalryy 

MJISTER PHILIP &IDNEY. 



VOL. I. 



TO HIS BOOKE. 

GOE, little Booke! thy felfe prefent. 
As childe whofe parent is unkent^ 
To him that is the Prejident 
Of Noblenejfe and Chevalree : 
And if that Envie barke at theCj 
As fure it willy for fuccourjlee 
Under the Jhadow of his wing. 
Andy ajked who thee forth did bringy 
A Jhepheards fwaine, fay, did theeftng^ 

Ver. 1. Goc, litilt Booke ! &c.] Our old writers generally 

uflier their works into the world in this manner. Thus 

Skelton, JVorkes, edit. 1736, p. 57 • 
" Go, little quaire, 
" Demeane you faire, 8tc/' 

See alfo ibid. p. 91. And thus, in The Morale Prouerbes of 

Crijiyne, impr, by Caxton : 

'' Go, thou litil quayer, and recommaund me 
" Vnto the good grace of my fpecial Iprde, &c." 

So iikewife in the lad Sanza of The Prouerbes of Lydgate^ 

impr. by Wynkyn de Worde : 

" Go, lytell byll, without tytle or date, 
'' And of hole herte recomaude roe, &c.'' 

Again, in his Ljif of our Lady, impr. by Caxton : 
" Goe, lityl book, & fubraytte thee 
" Vnto all them that the (hal rede, &c.'' 

And at the end of his Troy Boke^ impr. by Pynfon : 
^' Go, lytell boke, and put the in the grace 
" Of him that is mode of excellence, &c.'' 

Thus alfo, in The Defence of Peace y fol. bl. 1. 1535, ** The 

louer of trouthe fpeketh to the boke : 

** Go fbrth, boke; all good men gladly (hall the 

reteyne 
'^ With louynge embrafynges, kc^* Todd. 

B 2 



TO HIS BOOKZ, 

Jll as his Jiraying flocke hefedde : 
Andy when his Honour has thee redd^t 
Crave pardon for thy hardy^h^dde^ 
Buty if that any ajk^ thy mm^ 
Say J thou wert bafe^begot with blan^e ; 
For thy thereof thou takeftjkwie* 
Andy when thoM art pqfi ieopardee^ 
Come tell me what wasfaid of mte, 
And I will fend more^ after thee^ 



\' 



*rO flAt MOST EXCELLENT AND LEAJINE0^ 

BOTH ORATOft AND POET* 

MAIStER GABRlEt HARVEY, ' 

tlis verie Ipeciall kaA fiii^iar good ^ieud £. K. commendettt 
the gdod lyking of &i^ hiji good labour^ aud the patronage 
of the iiew Poet* 

c 

• UNCOUTH, UnkiJ, /did the btdfaThoUs poet 

Chaucef : whom for his excellencie and wonderfult 

/kill in mdkingy his fchollet Lidgdte, a tvorthie 

fcholler of fo excellent a majiet, calleth the loadjiarre 

bf our language : and xbhom our Cblin Clout in hi^ 

JEglogue calleth Titi/rus the gdd of Jhepheards^ 

comparing him tb the Wbrthineffe bf the Roman 

Tityrus^ Virgil. Which prbvefb, mine on)ne good 

friend M. Hardey, as in that good bid poet it 

ferved well Pdndafes purpofe fbr the boljiering of 

his ^ bazvdie brocage, fo very well taketh place in 

this our new Poet, tvho fbr that hee is uncouth («i 

/ayde Chaucer) is unkijl, and unknotdne to mbji men^ 

is regarded but of a f ewe. But I doubt nbt, fa. 

* Vntbutk, Unki/i, &c.] See Chaucer's froUiti and Crtfeidef 
L. i. 810. Todd* 

** (famdie brocage,} Brocage here fignifies pimpin^i . So, in 
Mother Hubberds Tdtt, ver. 851. '* And filthie brocage." Secf 
alfo the Glo0ary to Urry's Chaucer. Sbakfpeare ufes Ibe word 
hrojitr in a fimilar fepfe. Todd. 

BS 



THE EPISTLE. 

/bone as kU name Jhall come into the knowledge of 
men J and his woorthinejfe bee founded in the trumpe 
ofFamey but that hee Jhall bee not ondjf kift, but 
alfo beloved of all, imbraced of the mojij and won" 
dred at of the beji. No lejfe, I thinke, deferveth 
his wittinejfe in devifing, his pithinejfe in utteringj 
his complaints of love fo lovely, his difcourfes of 
pleqfure fo pleafantly, his pafioral rudenes, his 
fnorall wifeneje, his due obferving of Decorum 
eyerie where, in perfonages, in /eqfons, in matter, 
in fpeech; and generallie, in all feem^ fi'mplicitie 
of handling his matters^ and framing his wordes : 
the which of many things which in him be ^raurige, 
I know will feeme the Jirangeji, and wordes them" 
felves being fo auncient, the knitting of them fi> 
Jhort and intricate, and the whole period ^nd coni" 
pajfe of fpeech fo delight fom for the roundmffe, and 
fo grave for the fiangenejfe. And firfi of the 
wordes to fpeake, Igraunt they beejbmething hard^ 
and ofmoji men unufed, yet both Engli/h, and aljb 
u fed of moji excellent authours, and moji. famous 
poets. In whom, ^hen as this our Poet hath bin 
much travailed and throughly read, how could it be, 
(as that worthie Oratour fayde) but that walking 
in the Sunne, althouth for other canfe he walked^ 
yet needes he nwught befunburnt; and, havuig the 
found of thofe auncient poets Jiill ringing in his 
eares, he mought needes, injing\ng, hit out fome of 
their tunes. But whether he ufeth them by finch 
cafualtie and cujlome, or of fet purpofc and ckoife, 
as thinking them fttefi for fuch rujiical rudeneffe^ 
of Jhepheards, either for that their rough Jbund 



tnt £PISTLE* 

itoutd fnake * his rimes more ragged and rujiicalt; 
t>r elfe becaufefuch old and obfolete wordes are moji 
nfed of Country folke^ fure I thinke, and thinke I 
think not amijfe^ that they bring great grace^ and^ 
as one would fay^ authoritie to the verfe. For albe, 
emongjimany other faults^ it fpecially be obieBed 
of Valla againji Livie, ^ and of othir againji Saluji^ 
that with over much Jiudie they affeQ antiquitie, 
as covering thereby credence and honour of elder 
yeares; yet I am qfopinon, and eke the beji learned 
are of the tike^ that thofe ' auncient folemne words^ 
are a great ornament^ both in the one, and in the 
other ; the one labouring to fet forth in his worke 
an eternall image of antiquitie, and the other care* 
fully difcourjing matters of gravity and importance. 
JFor, if my memorie faile not, Tully in that booke^ 
wherein he endevoureth to fet forth the pat t erne of 
a perfeB Orator, faith that oft times an ancient 
icorde maketh the Jiile feeme grave, and as it were 
reverend, no otherwife then we honor and recerence 
'gray hair es for a cert dine religious regard^ which 
we have of old age. Yet neither every where mujt 
old wordes be fluffed in^ nor the common DialeB and 
maner ^f fpedking fo corrupted thereby, that, as in 
olde buildings, it feeme diforderly aftd ruynous. 
Sut all as in moJi exquijite piBures they ufe to 
blaze and portraiB not only the daintie lineaments 

^ his rimes &c.] !Sir D. Lindfay, in his FroU to the Monar^ 
ehit^ has " my rura/ haoged i^erfe." See alfo the notes oq 
r, Q* i. xiL 23. . Toj>D. 

' and of other againji Salufi,] He alludes perhaps to a cri'* 
tkifcri of Sir I. Cheke on Sallnft in Afcham's Schd^^Maficr, 
p. HQOf Upton's edit* which is admirable* T. WA&xaK. 
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THE CPlSTtE. 

^ beautici but alfo round abduf it to JImdime the 
rude thickets and craggy cliftSj that^ by the bafenes 
offuch partSj more edvellencie may accrew to the 
principall : for oftentimes wefndourfebpeSj I know 
not hoWy Jingularly delighted with thejhew offuch 
naturall rudenej/iy and take great pleafure in that 
diforderly order. Even fo doo thofe rough and 
harjh tearmes enluminty and make more clearly to 
appearcy thebrightnejfe of brave and glorious wordes. 
JSo oftentimes a difcorde in mujike maketh a comely 
concordance: fo great delight tooke the worthU 
poet Alceus to behold a blemijh in the ioynt of a zcell 
Jhapedbodie. But, if any will rajhly blame fuch 
his purpofe in choife of olde and unwonted wqrdes^ 
him may I more iufily bldjne and condemne, or of 
witleje headinejfe in iudgingyOr of heedles hardinejfe 
in condemning : for^ not marking the compajfe €f his 
bent J he will iudge of the length ofhiscaft: for in 
my opmion it is one efpeciall praife of morty^ which 
are due to<tkisPoetj that he hath labored to reftwe^ 
Us to their rightfult heritage, fuch good andnatu- 
rail Englijh wordes, as have beene long time out of 
ufcy and almqji cleane dijherited. Which is the only 
caufCf that our mother tongue, which truly. of kfelf 
is both full inoughfor prqfe, andftately inoughfor 
terfe, hath long time been counted mbji bare and 
barren of both. JVhich default when as fome^ 
endevoured to falve and recure, they patched up the 
holes With peeces and rags of other languages, bor- 
rowing here of the French, there' of the Italiany 
every where of ik^ X^tin; not weighing haw ill 



THE epistle; 

ih^fis'tmgues accord with thcntfeitejSi but ntuch 
W9rfe with ours : * & now they have made our 
Mnglijhtong a gaJlimaufrey, or hodgepodge of all 
ether Jpeeeh^s. Other fame net fo well feene in the 
Englijh tongue^ as perhaps in other languages, if 
thejf happen to heare an olde wordy albeit very 
naturall and Jignijicanty Cry out Jiraightzvay^ thai 
we fpeake no Englijh^ but gibberijh, or rather fuch 
as in olde time Evanders mother /pake : whofejirji 
Jhameisy that they are not ajhamed, in their own 
moth^ tongu% to bee counted Jirangers and aliens^ 
The fecond jhame no lefft then thefirjiy that what fo 
they underftand not, they Jlreightway deeme to be 
JenfeteJIe, and not at all to be iinderjioode. Muck 
like to the^ Mole in Aefops fable, that, being blind 
heffelf would in no wife be perfwaded, that any 
beaji could fee. The laji, more Jhamefull then both, 
t hat of their awne country and natural fpeach, which 
togither with their nurfes milke they fucked, they 
hwoefo bafe regard Sg bajiard iudgement, that they 
wil not only themfelv^s not labor to garnijh and 
heautifie it, but alfo repine, that of otiier it Jhould 
be embelfijhed. Like to the dogge in the mdunger, 
that himfelfe can eate no hay, and yet barketh at 
thehungrie bullocky that fofai^ie would feed: whqfe 
currijh kinde, though it cannot bek^ptfrom barkings 
yet I conue them thanke that they refraine from 
byting. 

^ 5o noTp thty have made our EngUjh tong a gallimaufretf, &c.] 
See this |>oint illuftrated in tbe fefopnd volume' of this edition, 
pp. cxxxiv, cxxxv ; &c. . And the notes, p. cxxxii. ibid. See 
4ilfo the lAfeo/the Po€t^ Todd. 



tut zi^tsrtE. 

NoWj for the knitting ofjentences^ which th^ 
call the ioynts and members therof^ 8g for all the 
compaje of the fpeech^ it is round without rough* 
nejffhyand learned without harfinejfey fuck in deede 
as may beperceyved of the leq/iy under/iood of the 
mojiy but iudged onely of the learned. For what in 
moji Englijh writers ufeth to be loofe^ and as it 
were unright^ in this Authour is well grounded^ 
finely framed^ andjlrongly trujfed up togither. In 
regarde whereof If come ^ and f pew out the rake-^ 
helly rout of our ragged rymers (for fo them" 
felves ufe to hunt the letter) which without learning 
ioajl, without iudgement iangle^ without reqfon 
rage andfomCj as if fame injimd: of poetical fpirit 
had newly ravijhed them above the meannejfe of 
common capacitie. And being, in the midft of all 
their braver iCj fuddenly^ either for want of matter, 
or rime; or hoeing forgotten their former conceit; 
they feem to be fo pained and travailed in theip 
remembrance, as it were a woman in childbirth, or 
as that fame Pytkia, when the traunce came upon 
her. " Os rabidum fera corda domans, ^c.^\ 

Nethlejfe, let them a Gods name feed on their 

owne folly, fo they feeke not to darken the beams of 

others glorie. As for Colin, under whofe perfon 

the Authors felfe is Jhadowed, haw farre he is from 

fuch vaunted titles and glorious Jhewes^ both him^ 

falfejheweth, where he fayth : 



^ and/pew out &c.] Ou|^ tranilators of the Bible have not 
fcrupled to employ thi$ expreOion, See Lecit. xviii. % 
Kffv. iii. l6. ToPD. 



THE ENSTLEi 



" Of Mufes Hobbin, I conne no fkill/' Jnd 
" Enough is me to paint out my unreft^ ^c." 

And alfo appeareth by the bafeneffe of the name^ 
"wherein it feemeth he chofe rather to unfold great 
matter of argument covertly then, profejjing it^ not 

fuffice thereto accordingly. Which moved him rather 
in Mglogues then otherwife to write doubting perhaps 
his ability, which he little needed, or minding to 

furnijh our tongue with this kinde, wherein it 

faulteth; or foll&wing the example of the beji and 
moji ancient poets, whicH devifed this kinde of 
writing, being both fo bafe for the matter, and 
homely for the maner, at thefirft to trie their Itabi^ 
lities ; and as yong birdes, that bee newly crept out 
of the neji, by little firft prove their tender winges^ 
before they make a greater flight. ,So Jlew Theo-^ 
critus, as you may perceyve hee was alreadie full 

fledged. ^ Soflewe Virgil, as not yet well feeling his 
wings. Sofezv Mantiiane, as not being ful fomd^ , 
So Petrarque. SoBoccace. So Marot, Sanazarius^ 
and alfo di*Oerfe other excellent both Italian and 
French poets, whofefooting this author everie where 

foloweth : yet fo as few, but they be well fented, can 
trace him out. So finally fiieth this our new Poet 
as a birde whafe principals be fcarce growne out, 
but yet as one that i7i time fiiall be able to keepe 
xving with the beJi. Now, as touching the general 
drift andpurpofe of his Mglogues, I mind not to 

fay much, himfelf laboring to conceal it. Only this^ 
appeareth, that his unjlayed youth had long wandred 
i/i the common Labirinth of Love^ in . which time to 



mitigate dfid allay the heate of his pajjion, of elje t6 
warne {as he faith) the yong Jhepheairds^ his eguals 
and companions^ of his unfortunate folly ^ hee com^ 
piled thefe twelve AeglogueSyWhich^for that they be 
proportioned to the Jiate of the twelve Moneths, he 
tearmeth it the Shepheards Calender, • applying 
an olde name to a new worh Hereunto h€Pve I 
added a certaine Glojfe, or fcholion^ for the expofi* 

. 8 applying -an olde name to a new work,'] Namely^ " The . 
Boke of Shepheardes Kaleiider ;" a medley of verfe and profe % 
containing, as Mr. Warton.has related, among many other' 
curious particulars, the faints of the whole year) the moveable 
feafts, the figns of the zodiack^ the properties of the twelve 
months, rules for blood-letting, a colledion of proverbs, a 
fyftem of ethicks, politicks, divinity, phyfiognoniy, medicine^ 
aftrology, and geography. Hijt of Eng. Poet, vol. ii. 1^5. Mr. 
Warton adds that VVynkyn de Worde certainly puhlifhed the 
firft edition of this work. I will prefent the reader with fome 
account of the improved edition, viz. '* Heeke beginnitH 
the Kalcnder of Sheephards : Newly augmented and correded." 
Underneath is a wood cut of a ihepherd with his flock playing 
on an inflrument very much refembling a modem bag*pipc, , 
looking upward at the ilars and moon. On the back of the 
title another wood cut intended to reprefent the author and 
his book in his (ludy. Next : " Heer beginnelh tl>e prologue 
— This booke (gentle reader) was firft corruptly printed in 
France, and after that, at the coft and charges of Richard 
Pinfon, newly tranflated and reprinted, although not fo faith- 
fully as the originall copie required. Wherefore it is once 
againe overfeene and perufed, that the fame may be at length 
correfpondent to the authors minde and very profitable for 
the reader, becaufe this booke doth teach many things that 
we be bound ' to learne and know one payne of everlading 
death, &c. &c/' Then the Table of Contents of 57 Chapters. 
And Additions, We learn from the calculations of the Aflro-. 
uomical Tables the Original French was compiled in i497« 
At the end imprinted at London by John Walley i>o date : but 
he printed books from 154() to 157 $• Mr. Warton therefore 
inaccurately fuppofes tliis edition to have been printed vx 
15l6\ Todd. 
^ a certaine Glojptj or fchotion^ &c.] This Glofs is here re« 
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itondfoMe wordes; and harder phrafes which manet 
ofgloj/ing and commenting, well I wotCy will feenie 
Jirange and rare in our tongue : yet, for fo much 
as I knewe many e^vcellent and proper devjfes, both 
in wordes and matter, would pajfe in the fpeedie 
courfe of reading either as unhiowne, or as not 
^narked; and that in this kinde, as in other, we might 
b^ equal to tht learned of other nations; I thought 
good to take the paines upon me, the rather for that 
by meanesi of fome familiar acquaintance J was made 
privie to his counfaile and fecret meaning in them^ 
as alfo infundrie pther works of his. Which albeif 
Jkwm he withingfo much hatethj us to promulgate^ 
yet thus much have I adventured upon his friend^ 
Jhipy himfelf^ being for long time far re e/iraunged; 
hoping that thi^ will the rathejr oQcqfion him to put 
foorth div^r/e other excelknt works of his^ which 
Jieep injilence; as ^ his Dr^ap^s, his Legends, his 
Court of Cupid, and fundri^ oth^rsi whofe comf^^n^ 
dation to fet (xut were verie vaine, th^ things 



prinled; and is fubJolQed, as it appeared ia the original ediition^ , 
at the end of each Pailoral. Hughes has omitted thefe obfer- 
vations of £. K. And no fubfequent edition has been found 
to contain t&em. TopD. 

* his Dreams,] ** I take bed my Dreames (hould come forth, 
alone, being grown, by me^ins of the Giofs, full as gre^t as my 
Ktilenciar: therein be many things excellently and many 
things wittily difcours'd of E. K. and the pictures fo fett forth, 
as, M. Angelo were there, he could not mend the bell nor re- 
prebend the worft." Spenfer's iMter to G. Harvey ^ 1580. 
And Harvey to Spenfer : " Extra jocum, I like your Dreams 
paHing well ; and the rather, becaufe they favour of that ex* 
traordinary vein and invention, which 1 ever faocy'd moil &c. 
See the charadter of Spenfer's Nine Comedies, (unpiiblilbed,) 



*» 
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though wort hie of many ^ yet beeing kntrwne to f cure: 
Thefe my prefent painesy if to any they be pica- 
fumble or profitable^ be you iudge, mine awne . 
maijier Harvey, to whom I have both in refpeQ of 
your worthines generally, and otherwife upon fome 
particular and fpeciall conjtderations, vowed this my 
labour, and the maidenheade of this our common 
friends poetrie; himfelfe^ having alreadie in the 
beginning dedicated it to the noble and ttyorthie 
Gentleman, the right worjhipfull maimer Philip 
Sidney, a fpeciall favourer and maintainer of all 
kinde xf learning. Whofe caufe, I pray you, fr, if 
envie Jhall Jiirre up any wron^ull acetifation, 
defend with youf Mightie rhetoricke dnd other 
your rath gifts if teaming, as you can, and Jhield . 
with your good will, as you ought, again/i the 
malice and outrage of ^/b many enemies, as I know . 
will bee fet on f re with the fpdrkes of his kindled , 
glorie. And thus recommending the Authour unto 
you, as unto his mojl fpeciall good friend, and my 
felfe unto you both, as one making Jtngular account 
of two fo very good 8g fo choife friends, I bid you 
both nioji hartilyfare well, and commit you and your 
commendable Jiudies to the tuition of the Greateft. » 

Your ffwne ajjuredly to be commaunded, 

E. K 

Pq/ifcr. 

NOW Itruji, M. Harvey, that upon Jight of 
your fpeciall friends and fellow poets doings^ or eljfc 
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for ttwic offo many unworthy Quidams, which catch 
4it the garland which to you alone is duCy you wil be 
perfwaded to plucke out of the hatefull darknes 
thofe fo many excellent Englijh poems of yours 
which lie hidy and bring them forth to eternal light. 
Truji mcy you do both them great wrong, in de- 
priving them of the dejiredfun; and alfo your felfcy 
in [mothering your deferred praifes; and all men 
generally^ in withholding from themfo divine plea- 
fureSy which they might conceyve of your gallant 
Englijh verfeSy as they have alreadie done of your 
Latin poemSy which, in my opinion, both for inven- 
tion and elocution are verie delicate and fuper- 
CJ^cellent. And thus againe I take my leasee of my 
good M. Harvey. From my lodging at London this 
tenth of Aprill^ 1579. 
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OF THE 



WHOLE BOOKE. 

LITTLE, I hope, needeth me at large to dif- 
courfe the firft originall of Aeglogues, having al- 
readie touched the fame. But, for the worde 
Aeglogues I know is unknowen to moft, and alfo 
miftakenof fome of the beft learned, (as they thinke,) 
I will fay fomewhat thereof, beeing not at all im- 
pertinent to my prefent purpofe. 

They were firft of the Greekes, the inventours of 
them, called ^ Aeglogai^ as it were Aegoriy or 
Aeginomon logi^ that is, Goteheardes tales. For 
although in Virgil and others the fpeakers be more 
Shepheards then Goatheards, yet Theocritus, in 
whom is more ground of authoritie then in Virgil, 
This fpecially from That deriving, as from the firft 
heade and wellfpring, the whole invention of thefe 
Aeglogues, maketh Goateheards the perfons and 
authors of his tales. This being, who feeth not 
the groffneffe of fuch as by colour of learning would 
make us beleeve, that they are more rightly tearmed 

* Aeglogai, as it were Aegon, or Aeginomon logi, that is, 
Goteheards talesy &c.] A midaken etymology ; and derived 
from Petrarch. See Heinfius on Theocritus difcuffing this 
point, and the commentators on Virgil's Paltorals. 

T. Warton. 
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Eclogaiy as they \vouW fay, extraorditiarie difedurfes 
of unneceflarie matter: which definition albe in 
fubftance and meaning it agree with the nature of 
the things yet no whit anfwereth with the analyfis 
and interpretation of the worde. * For they be not 
tearmed Eclogues, but Aeglogues ; which fentence 
this Authour verie well obferving, upon good iudge- 
ment, though indeedefewe Goatheards have to doe 
herein, nevertheleffe doubteth not to call them by 
the ufed and beft knowen name. Other curious 
difcourfes hereof I refer ve to greater occafion. 

Thefe twelve Aeglogues, every where aunfwering 
to the feafons of the twelve Moneths, may be well 
divided into three formes or rankes. For either 
they be Plaintive, as the firft, the fixt, the eleventh, 
and the twelfth; or Recreative, fuch as all thofe 
bee, which containe matter of love, or commend- 
ation of fpeciall perfonages ; or Morall, which for 
the moft part be mixed with fome Satyricall bitter- 
neffe ; namely, the fecond, of reverence due to olde 
age ; the fift, of coloured deceyte ; the feventh and 
ninth, of diflblute Shepheards and Pallors ; the tenth, 
of contempt of Poetrie and pleafant Wittes. And 
to this divifion may everie thing herein bee reafen- 
ably applyed ; a few onelie except, whofe fpeciall 

^ For they be not tearmed Eclogues, but Aeglogues ;] E. Johnfon, 
.in his Verfes prefixed to Browoe's' Skepheurds Pipe, a fet of 
Padorals, publiflied in 1620, thus compliments the author : 
^' NotiEcLoouES your, but Eclogues: To coippare: 
" VhgiVe fele^edj yoiirs eleded^ are. 
** He imitates, you make; and this your creature 
/' Expreffeth well your name ; and theirs, their nature." 

TOD^. 
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purpofe and meaning I am not privie to. And 
thus much generally of thefe twelve Aeglogues. 
Now will we fpeake particulariie of all, and firft of 
the firft, which hee calleth by the firft Monethes 
name, lanuarie: wherein to fome hee mayTeeme 
fouly to have faulted, in that he erronioufly be- 
gihneth with that Moneth, which beginneth not the 
yeare. For it is well knowne, and ftoutlie main- 
tained with ftrong reafons of the learned, that the 
yeare beginneth in March ; for then the funne re- 
Bueth his finiftied courfe, and the feafonable fpring 
Fefi*eihetli the earth, and the pleafaunce th^eof, 
being buried in tiie fadnelTe of the dead winter 
BOW worne away, reliveth. 

This opinion maintaine the olde Aftrologers and 
Philofophers, namely, the reverend Andalo, and 
Macrobius in his holy dayes of Saturne; which ac- 
count alfo was generally obferved both of Grecians 
and Romans. But, faving the leave of fuch learned 
iieades, wee maintaine a cuftome of counting the 
feafons fi-om the Moueth lanuarie, uppon a more 
fpeciall caufe then the heathen Philofophers ever 
could conceyve, that is, for the Incarnation of our 
tn^;htie Saviour, and eternall Redeemer the Lorde 
Cfarift, who as then renewing the ftate of the de- 
cayed worlde, and returning the compaife of ex- 
pyrfed yeares to theyr former date and firft com- 
mencement, left to us his Heyres a memoriall of his 
bjrrth in the end of the laft yeare and' beginning 
of the next Which reckoning, befide that eternall 
Monument of our faluation, leaneth alfo upon 
good proqfe of fpeciall ludgeipieQt 

c & 
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For albeeit that in elder tymes, when as yet the 

count of the yeare was not pcrfefled, as afterward 

it wais by lulius Caefar, they began to tell the 

Monethes from Marches begmning, and according 

to the fame God (as is fayde in Scripture) com- 

mauhded the people of the lewes, to count the 

Moneth Abib^ that which wee call March, for the 

firit Moneth, in remembraunce that in that Moneth 

hee brought them out of the lande of Aegypt : yeti 

according to tradition of latter times it hatli been 

otherwife obferved, both in government of the 

Church and rale of mightieft realmes. For from 

lulius Caefar who firft obferved the leape yeare, 

which he called BiffexiUem Armum^ and brought 

into a more certaine courfe the odde wandring 

dayes which of the Greekes were called Hyper- 

bainontes, of the Romans IntercalareSj (for in fuch 

matter of learning I am forced to ufe the tearmes 

of the learned, ) the Moneths have beene oumbred 

twelve, which in the firit ordinance of Romulus 

were but ten, counting but 304 dayes in everie 

yeare, ^nd beginning with March. But Numa 

Pompilius, who was the father of al the Romane 

Ceremonies and Religion, feeing that reckoning 

to agree neither with the courfe of the Sunne nor 

the Moone, thereunto added two Moneths, lanuarie 

and Februarie ; wherin it feemeth, that wife king 

minded upon good reafon to begin the yeare at 

lanuarie, of him therefore fo CdM^A tanquam lanua 

annif the gate and enteraunce of the yeare; or of the. 

name of the^od lanus, to which god for that the 

olde Paynims attributed the birth and beginning of 



gi:nerall argument. 

all creatures new comming into the world, it feemeth 
that he therefore to him aifigned the beginning and 
firft entrance of the yeare. Which account for 
the moft part hath hitherto continued : Notwith- 
ftanding that the Egyptians beginne their yeare at 
September ; for that, according to the opinion of the 
beft Rabbines and verie purpofe of the Scripture 
it felfe, God made the worlde in that Moneth, that 
is called of them Tifri. And therefore he com* 
manded them to keepe the fipaft of Pavilions in the 
ende of the yeare, in the xv. day of the feventb 
Moneth, which before that time was the firft 

But our Authour refpefting neither the fubtiltie 
of the one part, nor the antiquitie of the other, 
thinketh it fitteft, according to the fimplicitie of 
common underftanding, to begin with lanuarie; 
weening it perhaps no decorum that Shepheards 
ihould be feene in matter of fo deep infight, or 
canvafe a cafe of fo doubtful iudgement. So there- 
fore beginneth he, and fo continueth he throughout 
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SltEPHEARDS CALENDER. 
JANUARIE; 



aegLoga prima. 



ARGUMENT. 



/JV tlmjiti/i Jegtogue Colin Clout j a Shpbewds 
Boy, comptaineth himfelfeqfhis unfortumte love^ 
being but newly {as feemeth) enamoured of a 
Country Lajjfe called Rofalinde : with whichJiro9^ 
affeBion being verie fore travelledj he compareth 
his careful cafe to the fad feafon of the yeare^ to 
thefrojiie ground, to thefrofeh trees, aHd to his 
^wne kmnterbeattn Jheke. And la/ily,\firidifig 
Mnfdft robbed of sU formev^ pkafimce a^d' de- 
light, he breaketh his Pipe in peecei, mdc&Jieth 
Jiim/elfe to the ground. 

COLIN CLOUT*. 

A SHEPHEARDS Boy, (no better doe 

hiifa c^U,) i 
When \yi^ters wailful fpight was almoft fpent,,, 
All in a funnefhine day^ as did befall. 
Led forth his flock, that had beae long ypent: 

^ Colin ClotU is Spenfer bimfelf. See the Glqfe of .E. K. * 
The name ieems to have been adopted from Skelton^ei pQem$ 
entitled The Boke^^f Co ly^ Clc^ut: See his Works, JLond* 
1736V p. 179. T. V^ARTON. 
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So faint they woxe, and feeble in the fblde^ $ 
That now unnethes their feete could them 
' uphold. 

All as the ftieepe, fuch was the fhepheards looke. 

For pale and wanne he was, (alas the wh8e f) 

May feeme he lovd, or elfe fonie care hee tookef 

Well couth hee tune his pipe and frame his ftile:. 

Tho to a hill his fainting flocke hee ledde, ii 

And thus him playnde, the while his fteepe 

there fedde: 

** Yee gods of love f that pi tie lovers paine^ 
(If any gods^ the paine of lovers pitie,) 
InfOoke from above, where you in ioyes remaine^ 
And bow your eares unto my dolef4ill dittie. ^6 

Andy Pan 1 diou fl^epheards god,, that mx& 
didft love, 

Pitie the paines that thou thy felfe didft prove*. 

" Thou barraine girdund^ whom wiotera wrath 

hath wafted, i 

Art made a mirror to behold my plight : 20 

Ver. 9- -Mfly feeme he lovd,J The imperfonal Jhem was 
often ufed withboi it.- So, iA Februmi^^^ ** Seem^th tby #od^ 
thy counfel can/' And, in Mui^^ " Seeued (he faw &c/^ Se« 
alfo F. Q. i.a. 4. T. WartoW. 

Yen II. Tho] Tho is thtn^ And is conftaditly.fo ufed hf 
Spenfer. He follows Chaucer. See the JBC», jftife, v. 2393» 
edit Tjfr^hitt. 

^^ thilke forwe that was iho in thy herte/' Todd* 
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Whilome thy frefti fpring flowrd j and after hafted 
Thy fommer prowde, with difFadillies dight ; 
And now is come. thy winters ftormie ftate^ 
Thy mantle mard wherein thou mafkedft late. 

** Such rage as winters raigneth in my hart, 25 
My life-bloud f reefing with unkindly cold ; 
Such ftormie ftoures do breede my balefuU fmart^ 
As if my yeare were waft and woxen old ; 
And yet, alas ! but now my fpring begonne. 
And yet, alas ! it is already donne. sa. 

** You naked trees, whofe ftiadie leaves are loft. 
Wherein the birds were wont to build their 

bowre, 
And now are clothd with moffe and hoarie froft^ 
In fteede of blofomes, wherewith your buds did 
flowre ; 
I fee your teares that from your boughes do 
raine, 35 

Whofe drops in drerie yfiqles remaine« 

Ver. 25. , » winters] Some editions read» 

improperly^ wiuter, Todd. 

Ver. 34. •- blo/omeSf] The edition of 16^6 

reads irlofomes ; to yrhich the fubfequetit quartos and tiie folios, 
GonforlB. .Httgkes icfads blofmes; and perhaps the genttihe 
readings by omitting an 9 m the word, intended this pronun^- 
elation ; or rather intended the two o*s to precede tl)« «, as in 
D^cemh&ty ver. 103, where fome editions again corruptly read ♦ 
hU^mes. But fee edit. 1581, fol. 50. ' 

" My boughs with bloofmcs that crowned were at firft^T'ij... .1. 

Todd. 



•* All fo my luftfull leafe is drie ^n^iett^^ 
My timely buds with wayling all are wa^edi 
The bloflbme which my braunch of youtli did 

beate, 
With breathed fighes is blpwne away and 
blafted ; -^o 

And from mine eyes the drizling teares de* 

fcend, 
As on your boughes the yficles depend. 

** Thou feeble Flocke I wlM>fe fleece is rough 

and rent, 
Whofe knees are weake through faft and evill 

fare^ 
Maift witnefle well, by thy ill government, 45 
Thy maiHers mind is overcome with care : 



Ver. 57. -^ff fo] So the words are printed in the '«lder 
editions ; not 0^0, as in the modern* Again^ in Decemberf 
ven 75. " Allfo my age, &c/' Todd. 

Ibid. — — — mi/ luftfull leafe] So> in Sackvi^kV 

Indudion, Mir. for MagiftrateSf edit. 1559. 

" And fo rowing I to fee the fummer flowers* 
'' Ths^ liuely gr«eae, the lufiy kas forlofae x* 
A later edition reads " lullie lecfe." GrOve» in hi& Epigram 
and SoHetSy bK I2mo. 1587, has alfo ^' the tti/ly flowers 
gfeene," Sign. E. i. Todd. 

Ver. 43. Thau feeble Flocke ! whofe Jieece is rough and rentj 
Whofe knees are roeake through fafi and evUlfare^'] 
The former part of the laft verfe refembles the following paf- 
fftg^ in our tranflation of the Pfalms : " My knees are weak ' 
through faflling." This expreflion .was not perhaps uncommooi 
in our author's age, to denote a weak and emaciated body. 

T. Wartok* 
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Thou weake, I wanne; thou leane, I quite 

forlorne : 
With mourning pyne I; you with pyning 

mourne. 

** A thoufand fithes I curfe that careful! houre 
Wherein 1 longd the neighbour towne to fee, so 
And eke tehne thoufand fithes 1 blefle the (loure 
Wherein I fawe fo faire a fight as ihee : 

Yet fill for naught : fuch fight hath bred my 

bane. 
Ah, God ! that love fliould breed both ioy 
apd paine I 

" It is not Hobbinol wherefore I plaine, 55 
Albee my love hee feeke with dayly fuit ; 
His clowniffa gifts and curtfies I difdaine. 
His kiddes, his cracknelles, and his early fruit* 

Ah, fooliih Hobbinol ! thy giftes bene vaine ; 

Colin them gives to Rofalind againe. 6o 

" I love thilke LaflTe, (alas ! why doe I love ?) 
And am forlorne, (alas ! why am I lorne ?) 

Ver. 55. Hobbinol] Hobbinol is our author^a 

friend, Gabriel Harvey ; who is often introduced, under tb^ 
fame fi^itious name, in thefe Padorals. T. Warton. 

Ver. 60, — ; ' — Rofalind] Rofalind is 

our poet's miftrefs, whom he is fuppofed to have fallen in love 
with, foon after his departure from the Univerfity ; and whofe 
cruelty is freq^uently lamented in the courfe of theie Padorals. 

T. Warton, 
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She deignes not my good will, but doth reprove^ 
And of my rurall mufick holdeth fcorne. 
Shepheards devife fha hateth as the fnake, 65 
And laughes the fongs that CoUn Clout doth 
make. 

" Wherefore, my Pype, albee rude Pan thou 

pleafe. 
Yet for thou pleafeft not where mofl; I would ; 
And thou, unluckie Mufe, that wontft to eafe 
My mufing minde, yet canft not when thou 
fliould; 70 

Both Pype and Mufe (hall fore the while 

abye/' — 
So broke his oaten pype, and down did lye. 

By that, the welked Phoebus gan availe 
His wearie waine ; and now the froftie Night 
Her mantle black through heaven gan over- 
haile : 7s 

Which feene, the penfive Boy, halfe in defpight. 



Ver. 65. ' -^ Jhe hateth m thefnakei^ Ac- 

cording to the Latin form of fpeech^ Hor. Od. i. viii. 9. 
" Sanguine viperino 

" Cautius vitat " 

Again, " Cane pejus et angue." T. Warton, 

Ver. 74. — — — _ and now the frolic Night 

Her mantle black &c.] Copied perhaps from 
Chaucer's Marchants Tale : 

^* Night with his mantel, that is derke and rude, 
** Gan overfprede the hemifpere about.'^ Todd. 
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Arofe,and homeward drove his funned iheepei 

Whofe hanging heades did feeme his careful! 

cafe to weepe. 7S 

Ver. 77» ■ his funned^eepf,] This 

is the genuine reading. The folio of 16' 11 has converted 
Junned vsiVoftmny ; and Hughes re&ds fuilen. Todd/ 

COLINS EMBLEMS. 

Anchora fpeme. 

G L O S S E. 

Colin Chuty is a name not greatly ufed, and yet have I 
Teene a poeHe of M. Skeltons under that title. But in deede 
the worde Colin is French, and ufed of the French poet 
Marot (if hee bee worthie of the name of a poet) in a certaine 
Aeglogue. Under which name this Poet fecretly (hadoweth 
himfelfe, as fometime did Virgil under the name of Tityrus, 
thinking it much fitter then fuch Latin names, for the great 
unlikelihood of the language. 

UnneiheSy fcarcely, 

Couthj commeth of the verbe Cotme^ that is, to know, or to 
have (kil. As well interpreteth the fame, the worthy Sir Tho. 
Smith, in his booke of government : whereof I have a perfed 
copie in writing, lent mee by his kinfman, and my very fingiilar 
good friend, M. Gabriel Harvey; as alfo of fome other his 
grave and excellent writings. 

Siihj time. 

Neighbour townCf the next towne : exprefling the Latin 
Vicinia. 

StourCj a fit. 

Sercj withered. 

Ui9 clovmijh gifts, imitateth Virgil's verfe. 

" Rufticus es Corydon, nee munera curat Alexis." 

HobbihoU, is a fained country name, whereby, it being fo 
common and ufuall, feemeth to be hidden the perfon of fome 
bis very efpeciall and molt familiar friend, whom he intirely 
and extraordinarily beloved, as peradventure fhal be more 
largely declared hereafter. In this place feemeth to be fom« 
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favor of dKsrderly love, which the learned call Pcederc^ice : 
but it is gathered befide his meaning. For who hath red Plato 
his Dialogue called Alcibiades; Xenophon, and MaximusTyrius, 
pf Socrates opinions; may eafily perceive, that fuch love is to 
b^ allowed and liked of, fpecially fo ment, as Socrates ufed 
it : who faith, that indeede he loved Alcybiades extreemely, 
yet not Alcybiades perfon, but his foule, which is Alcybiades 
owne felf. And fo is Federajtice much to be preferred before 
Gynerafticey that is, the love which inflame th men with lull 
toward womankind. But yet let no man thinke, that herein 
I (land with Lucian, or his divelifh difciple Unico Aretino, in 
defence of execrable and horrible £nnes of forbidden and un- 
lawfull fleflilinefle. Wliofe abhominable errour is fully con- 
futed of Perionius, and others. 

I love J a pretie Eponorthofis in tbefe two verfes, and withal 
a paronoraafia or playing with the word, where he faith / hot 
thilke lajfe alas, &c. 

Rofaimdey is alfo a fained name, which, being well ordered, 
will bewray the verie name of his love and miftrefle, whom by 
that name he coloureth. So as Ovid fliadoweth his love 
under the name of Corynna, which of fome is fuppofed to be 
lulia, the Emperor Augudus his daughter, and wife to Agrippa. 
So doth Aruntius Stella every where call his Ladie, Afleris 
and lanthes, albeit it is well knowne that her right name was 
Violantilla: as witnefleth Statiiis in his Epithalamium, 'And 
f6 the famous paragon of Italy, Madonna Caslia, in her letters 
envelopeth her felf under the name of Zima, and Petrona 
under the n^me of Bellochia. And this generally hath beene 
a common cuitome of counterfeiting the names of fecrete 
perfonages. 

Avail, bring downe. 

£MBL£B^£. 

Overhaik, draw over. 

Hu RmbUnie or Pqfie is hei*e under added in Italian, 
Anchora fpeme^ the meaning whereof is, that notwithftanding 
his extreame paflion and luckelefie love, yet, leaning ou hope, 
he is fomewhat recomforted. 
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A.EGLOGA SECUNDA. 

ARGUMENT. 

THIS Aeglogue is rather morall and general! then 
bent to anie fecret or particular purpofe. It 
fpeciallie containeth a difcourfe of olde age, in the 
perjbn of Thenot, an old Jhepheard, who^for his 
crookednejfe and unluftine£e, isfcorned of Cuddie^ 
en unhappie heardmans boy. The matter verie 
well accordeth with the feafon of the monethy the 
yeare nozp drooping, and as it were drawing 
to his laji age. For as in this time of year e^ 
fo then in our bodies^ there is a drie and withering 
cold, which congealeth the cradled bloody and 

. friefeth the meatherbeatenfltfliy with Jiorm^s . of 
Fortune and hoare frojis of Care. To which 
purpofe the olde man telleth a tale of the Oake 
and the Brier, fo livelie, and Jo feeling lie, as, if 
the thing were fet forth in fame piBure before 
€ur eies, more plainlie could not appear e. 
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CUDDIE, THENOT- 
CUDDIE. 

AH for pLttie! will rancke winters rage 



Thefe bitter blaftes never gin t' aflTwager 
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The kene cold blowes through my beaten hide, 

All as I were through the body gride : 

My ragged rontes all (hiver and (hake, 5 

As doen high towers in an earthquake : 

They woont in the winde wagge their wriggle 

tayles 
Perke as a peacocke ; but now it availes. 
Th e. Lewdly complaineft, thou laefie laddey 

Ver. 4. - gride :] Spenfer fre- 

<)ueDtly ufes gride, ivhich (ignifies to pierce. This word, as 
£. K. remarks in the Glofs, is often ufed by Lydgate, but never 
once by Chaucer. Spenfer was familiarly verfed in all ouf 
ancient Engliih bards ; but I do not remember that he pays a 
compliment to any of them, Chaucer e^^cepted, and the author 
of Pierce Plowman's Vifions. See the Epilogue to this 
Calender. Grtt/e is found alfo in the following paifages, 
F. Q. ii. viii, 36, iii. ii^ 37, iii. ix. 29> iv. vi, 1, Aug. ver- 95, 
Virg, Gftatf ver. 254. T. Warton. 
See the note on the Epilogue. Todd. 
Ver. 8. Perke] Ptrt, or bri/k. This word, Dr. Jobnfon 
obferves, is obfolete; but I believe it is yet in ufe among the 
vulgar. Todd. 

Ibid. ' availes.] Drops or 

lowen. So alfo, in Januarie: 

'< By that, the welked Phoebus gan avaih 

*' His wearie waine — ** 
See alfo F. Q. i. i. 21. To va/e, or ova/e, the bonnet, was a 
phrafe for lowering the bonnet, or pulling off the hat. The 
word occurs in Chaucer, Tr, Sf Crejj', L. iii. 6^7. 

** That fuch a raine from heaven gQ,n availed' 
And in the fourth' Book of his Boethius^ p. 394* edit. Urr. It 
is from the French verb avale^, which is from their adverb 
AVAL, downward, Drayton ufes this word, where perhaps it 
is not properly underdood, Eel. iv. p. 1404, edit. 1753» 

'* With that, fhe gan to vale her head^ 

** Her cheeks were like the rofes red, 
" But not a word flie faid, &c.'' 
That is, (he did not veil, or cover ; but valed, or held down, 
her head for (ha me. T. Warton. 

Ver, 9. Lewdly] FooUjhly^ as in F. Q. vi. ii. 31. Topb* 



' ' febkuarie; ' tt 33 

*Of IWfrters wraeke for making thee fadde; 10 
Muft not the worlde wend in his^common courfe. 
From good to bad, and from bad to worfe, 
From worfe unto that is worft of all, 
And then returne to hi» former fall ? 
Who will not fuffer the ftormie time, is 

Where will he live till the luftie prime? 
Selfe have* I worne out th rife thirtie yeres. 
Some in much ioy, many in many teares, 
Yet never complained of cold nor heate. 
Of fommers flame, nor of winters tbreate, 20 
Ne ever was to Fortune foeman, 
But gently tooke that ungently came ; 
And ever my flocke was my chiefe care ; 
Winter or fommer they mought well fare. 
Cud. No marveile, Thenot, if thou can 
beare 25 

Cherefully the winters wrathful! cheare; 
For age and winter accord full nie. 
This chill, that cold ; this crooked, that wrye ; 
And as the lowring wether lookes downe, 
So feemeft thou like Good Friday to frowne : so 
But my flouring youth is foe to frofl:. 
My fliippe unwont in fl:oraies to be toft. 



- Ver. 30. Sofeemejt thou like Good Friday tofraxonei] This 
I prefume is a proverbial expreffion. Good-Friday is faid to 
ifrowo, as being Sifaji^daj/, Thus a Lenten face is ufed to d^nor 
inmate fournels; and feverity of afped. T. Waj^ton*, 
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Th£. The foveraigne df feas he blames in 
vaioe, 
That, once fea-beate, will to fea againie : 
So loytring live you little heardgroomes, 35 
Keeping your beafles in the budded brooms; 
And, when the fliining funne laugheth ance. 
You deemen, the fpring is coine attonce ; 
Tho ginne you, fond Flies I the cold to fcorae, 
And, prqwing in pypes made of greene corne, 40 
You thinken to be lords of the yeare ; 
But eft, when ye count you freed from feare. 
Comes the breme Winter with chamfred blrowes, 
Full of wiinckW and frofty furrowes, 
Drerily fliooting his ilormie darte, 45 

Which cruddles the bloud and pricks the harte: 
Then is your careleflTe courage accoyed, 
Your carefull heards with cold bene annoyed: 
Then pay you the price of your furquedrie, 
With weeping, and wailing, and mifeyrie. ; 50 

Cud. Ah! foolifh old man ! I fcorne thy (kill, 

Ver. 35. So loytring live you little keardgroomeSf] See the 
note ott F* Q, vi, ix. 5. T. Wartoh. 

Ver. 43. — '• — .= — — chamfred] Chanrfred here 

fignifies wrinkled. Se6 the Glofle of £. tC. Its moil literal 
fignification k indented^ accprdiDg td Mr. Lye, in Junius'! 
Etymologicon, who interprets CHAUiETL,Jlriare, T. Wart'ov. 

Ver. 47. ■ accoyed,] E. K. informs 

us that this word is ufed for daunted. And thus Bathurft traof- 
lates the pisfth^i^ : " Turn demum cadet inconfulta ferocia vobis.'* 
Th6 ^brd has a ^ety diiflferent fignification, F. Q. iv. viii. 5$. 
But Drdyton rifc6 it, like Spenfer, Shep. Garland^ 1593. p, 47. 
•' My iolly jpeacOcks tray tie (hall be acoyd." TOdd. 



FEBRUARIE. 3d 

That wouldft me my fprmging ycmth to fpill : 
I deeme thy braine emperifhed bee 
Through ruftie elde, that bath rotted thee ; . 
Or (icker thy head verie tottie is, ss 

So on thy corbe ihoulder it leanes amiile. 
Now thy felfe hath loft both lopp and topp, 
Als my budding braunch thou wpuldeft cropp; 
But were thy yeifes greene, as now bene mine^ 
To other delightes they would encline : 60 
Tho wQuldeft thou learne to caroU of love, 
And hery with hymnes thy lafles glove ; 
Tho wouldeft thou pype of Phiflis praife ; 
But Phillis is mine for iQai^y dayes ; 
I wonne her with a girdle of gelt, 65 

S^mboft with buegle about the belt : 
Such an one ihepheards would make full faine; 
Such an one would make thee young againe. 

Thje. Thou art a fon, of thy love to bofte; 
All that is lent to love will be lofte. 70 

Ver. 55. ' verie tottie w,] Very xoeeoering. 

See the fameexpreliion, F. Q. vii. vii. 39., and the note there. 
In the Canting Visionary ^ the phrafe tottt-headed for 
giddy-headed is to be found. Todd. 

' Ver. 56. corbe] Crooked, So Gower, in his Florentf 

V. ^:^, " Her neck is (hort, her ftioulders courb." Todd. 

Ver. 65. I wonne her with a girdle o^gelt,] With a golden 
or gilded girdle. Skelton ufes gelt for gold. See his Elin, 
Rtttnmingf roetoSf edit. 17 S6. p, 1^0. 
** But fome than fat righte fad 
. •* That Dothynge had 
** There of thcyr one 

'* Neythet gett nor pawne.'* T. Wartok. 
Ver. 6$. llBiii J Fooi. He ufes the &me \irord 
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Cud. Seed how brag yond buUocke bearer 
So fmirke, (6 fmoothe, his pricked eares ? 
His homes bene as broade as rainebow beiit^ 
His dewelap as lythe as laffe of Kent : - 
See how he venteth into the winde ; 7^ 

Weeneft of love is not his minde ? 
Seemeth thy flocke thy counfeU can, « 
So kftlefle bene they, fo weake, fo wan ; 
Clothed with cold, and hoarie with firoft. 
Thy ilockes father his courage hath loft. 60 
Thy ewes, that woont to have blowen bags. 
Like wailefull widdowes hangen their crags; 
The rather lambes bene ilarved with cold^ 
All for their maider is luftlefle and old. 

The. Cuddie, I wote thou kenft little good^ 
So vainely to advaunce thy headleffe hood ; 86 



in September and O8.ohery and in CoUn Clouts come home again* 
So Chaucer, Revei Tale^ v. pSi. \ 

" III haile, Alein, by God thou is aybime." 

T. Warton. 

Ver. 84. — luftjefle] Languid or lifelefs. 

Sidney, in his poem, entitled A Dialogue betweene two Shep' 
keaj-ds^ has *' a lu/lkje fong." So, in the Faerie Queene, we 
have ** lufilejjh limbes." And, in B, Riche's Simonides^ [A, \* 
1584, P. 2d. Sign. G. i. b. the phrafe, " lufikje lookes," 
occurs; . V 

** And if by chaunce a (lender fleape furprife 
** My lufilejje lookes, in figbyng dreames I %y 
■ " Repulfed wretch, difdaine this hatefull light,' &c.'''** 

Tpdd. 

V^er. 86.^^ ■ thy headjejfe hood j]]:^,. For, " thy 

keedlejhefs." Hood- is a terniipi^tion denoUp^ ^J^e; a« 
vuuihQod, &c. T. Waetoj*. ** . . .:; . 
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F9ir yfi!uii;gtfe is a bubble blowne;tfp with breath, 
>lYhofq w\U^ is we|i^j£jBneffe,;wh<jfe wage isdeatb, 
Whofe w?iy is wilcianiefie, whofe ynne penaunce. 
And ft6opeg!^la^iitAge,thehoaft of Gi'eevaunce. 
But (ball I Id) tbee a tale of truth, 91 

Which I cond of Tityrus in my youth, 
fKeeping his ihe^pe on the hilles of Kent ? 

Cup. To nought more, Thenot, my minde 
, \- brhe^t 

Thi^n to heare noyells of his de vife ; 35 

They bene fo well theweid, and fo wife, 
^bat ever that good old man befpake. 

Thj^; Many meete tales of yc^tb did hee 
make, 
And fonje of love^ tod fome of chevalrie ; 
But none fitter then tbis to applie. 100 

Now lift^ a while and hearken the end. 

" ,Tbere grewe an aged tree on the greene^ 
A goodly Oake fometime had it bene. 



' Ver. 89. Whofe voay is wildemejk, whofe ynne penannee, 

Andftoope gdllaunt Age, the hoqft of Greevmmce,] 

Tbe meaning of the laft verfe feems to be this : The tamer of 

whofe gay gallantries is Old Age, the gueft or companion of 

-Mifery. Theodore Bathurft gives us a tranflatiou of tbe paf- 

'fage to this effect : 

" Cui via Defertum ; coi diverforia Paena ; 

'^ Inilatique iEtas domitrix, folita hofpita Curis/^ 

T. Wartow. 

Ver. 102. There grewe &c.] E. K. juftly obferves that 

this Tale oi the Oak and Briar, which the Shepherd pretends 

to have learned from Chaucer, is rather in the maniier of a 

fable of i^fop, thaa ef a tale of Chancer. Tbe chara^r^ of 
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With armes full ftrong aqd largely dif^ydi '' 
But of their leaves they were di&rayd^ : \6s 
The bodie bigge, and mightily pight, 
Throughly rooted, and of ponderous hight; 
Whilome had bene the king ^f the fielde. 
And mochell maftto the hdlbande did yieWe, 
And with his nuts larded mady iwtne : no 

But now the gray moflfe marred his rine ; 
His bared boughes were beaten with ftomres, 
His toppe Was bald, and wafted with Wotmes, 
His honour decayed, his braunches fere. 

Hard by his fide grewe^ a bragging Brere, 
Which prowdly thruft into th' element, ii6 
And feemed to threat the firmament : 
It was embelliftit with blo^mes fayre. 
And thereto aye wonted to repayre 
The fhepheards daughter^ to gather floWres, 
To painte their girlonds with his colowres ; ' 121 



the )atter are mod commonly men and women, whofe ad^ions 
are moulded into (lories of humour and pleafantry ; while the 
former makes ufe of beaHs, and often inanimate things, as in 
the prefent cafe, for the veil and vehicle of moral inflru&ion, 

T. Wahton. 
Ver. 108, Whilome had bene &c.] Here is an elleipfis of a 
very important word* //, (that is, the Oak,) Cliould have been 
inferted before Aacf. T, Wakton. 

Ver. 116. , ; into tk* element,] Thejkt/ 

or air. So Mjlton, in his ComuSy ver. 298. 
" I tooi it foria fatery vifion . 
" Of fome gay creatures of the element," To;i>D. 

Ver, 119. — vsontedl This is Hughes's 

emendation. The old editions read wonmd. To pp. 



And in h[\s fmftll bu(h^ ufed to ihrowde 
The fweete nightingale finging fp lowde ; 
Which made this fooU(h Brer^ wexe fo boldy 
That on ^ tim^ hee caft him to fcold us 

And fnebbe the. good Oak^, fpr hee was old. 
• Why ftandft there (quoth he) thou brutiflb 
blqcke? 

* Nor for fruit nor for fliiadpwe ferves thy fiocke ; 

* ^eeft how freib my flowers bene fpredde, 

* Dy^d injilly wljite and cremfin redde, . i3o 

* With leaves engrained in luftie green ; 

* Colours nueete to clothe a mayden queene? 
'Thy wafte bignes but combers the ground, 

* And (jifks the beautie of my blo0bmes round : 

* The ipapujdie mpflfe, which thee accloy eth, 135 

* M J iimiv^an im^\\ too much 

* Wherefore fopne I rede thee hence remove, 

* Leftfttbou tUepfiiQeofmy difpleafure prove.^ 



' Ver. 126p ^nc? fnebbe .&c.] Snebhe is chide or reviltt 8t in 
Mother HMn^rds Tale : 

" Thftt lift at wiU them to revile and/tiiA." 
And tj^us CliBucer, of the parifh-prieft. Par/, Prol* v. ^24k 
^' But if were any perfon abitinate, 
** Wheth/er he were of high or low eftate, 
" Him wouidin hefnibb Iharpely for the nones." 

T. Warto». 

Ver, 134. — dirjcs] Darkens. The word dercked 

for darkened is ufed by Chaucer, in his Boethius, See th« 
Gloflary to Urry's Chaucer. Todd. 

' Ver. 13.^. " ■ . — >-TT — ■ ■ ^ ' - accU»feth^ &c,] So 

Chaucer, AJfemh. Fovlesy v, ^IS. 

^' And whofo it doth ful fpule himfelfe accloj/fith : 

^' For offi««; mcoi»mittid oft «it«i9y«!tii/' T. Wahtqk. 
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So fpake this boW Brere with great difdaine : - 
Little him aunfwered the Oake againe, 14a 

But yeelded, i^ith (hame and grief adawed. 
That of a weede hee was overcrawed. ^ 

It chaunced after upon a day, '/ * 

The hufbandman felfe to come that way. 
Of cuftome for to furvewe his grounde, 145 

And his trees of ftate in compaffe round€i : 
Him when the fpightefuU Brere had efpyed, ' 
CaufeleflTe complayned, and lowdly cryed 
Unto his lord, ftirring up fterae ftrife 2 

* O my liege Lord ! the god of my^life, isb 

* Pleafeth you ponder your fuppliauntB plmi^ 

* Caufed of wrong and cruell conftrainti - • ' 

* Which I your poors vafiall dayUe eiid^re ; 

* And, but your goodnes the fa!nie*r^eilr*e, 

* Am like for defperate doole to diey 155 
^Through felonous force of njine en^ie/ - - 

' Veir. 141. • . — adawedf] tJ fed' repeatedly 

by Chaucer for awaked, as the compiler of the Gk>fs, edit. 
Urr. has noticed; but here, by Spenfer, for daunted; as alfo 
in otfifet- places. See the note, F. Q. v. rx. 35. 'To^i^B*. '*'- 

Ver. 142. ^•- yycercrawed.] So the edition 

of 1586 rightly amend* the ierronr of the pi<eceding, overawed. 
See alfo F. Q. i. ix. 50. Todd. ' • " 

Ver. 149. : fiirring up Jlerne Jlrife :] Chaucer's 

'expreflion, according to E.-K. Compare alfo Prmiefbs x/l2. 
^* EviM will ftirreth 4ip ftrife." And Prov. xv. '18,xxviii. 25. 

■ ' Ver. 151.* ' — '- — ponder] This is the genuibe reading. 

The folio of l6l 1 corrupted the word into |?o«fl?.- And hence 
Dr. Johnfon has introduced jpowrf, very improperiy^- into his 
Djl^otfary^ a» a word ufed by Spenfer. ^^etfwi * 
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FEBRUAfilE. .*! 

Greatly agaft with this piteous plea» 
Him refted the goodmaii on the lea. 
And bad the Brere in his plaint proceede. 
'With painted wordes tho gan this proude weede 
(As moft ufen ambitious folke) 161 

His coloured crime with craft to cloke, 

* Ah, my Soveraigne ! lord of creatures all, 

* Thou placer of plants both humble and tall, 

* Was not I planted of thine owne hande, 16S 
^ To bee the primrofe of all thy lande; 

^ With flowfing bkflbmes to furniih thfe primer, 

* Aod icarlet berries in fommer time ? 

* Howe feiHs it then tJiat this faded Oake, 

* Whofe^bodie is fei«, whofe braunches broke, 
^ Whofe naked arms ftreteh: unto the fire, 171 

* U nto fuch ty raniiie doth afpire ; 1 

* Hindering with his ihade my lovdy hght; 

* And rabbing mee ofthefweetefonnfis fight? 

* So beateliiB old boughes miy tender^iide, 175 

* That oft the blonde fpringeth from woundes 
/ . • wide;; ■ -- >• .■' • . • •. .^v : . ^: 

' Ver. 160. -i — ^— pBilnted ivordes] So, in T. Winter'f 
tranflatipn of " The ftjcotid day ofthe firfi Weeke o( the moft 
excellent, learned, and divine poet, William, Lord fiartas, &c." 
4to. 1603, p. 3^. 

. « Athenian painted eloquence, 

*^ And gailded lines, &c." 
And in the edition of Lidgate's Ufe and Death &f HeBor^ as it 
*h called, printed in Ib'l*, p. 32. 

And though with painted words I cannot glofe, 
Nor yet with phrafes fine &cc/' Todd. 
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* Untimely my flowres forced to fall, 

* That bene the honour of your coronall : 

* And oft hee lets his^ cancker-wonues light 
•Upon my braunches, to worke rae more 

fpight; 180 

* And oft his hoarie locks down doth eaft, 

* Wherewith my frelh flowrets bene de&ift: 

* For this, and many more fuch outrage, 

* Craving your goodlyhead to a^sige 

^ The ranckorous rigour of his might f; iss 

* Nought aflce I, butoiuely to hokie my trighl;; 

* Submitting mee to your good fufferauiioe, 

* And praying to be ganded fr6m greevaiunce/ 
. To this this Oake caft htm to replie 

Well as hee couth ; < but his enemie 190 

Had kindled i fuch coles of difpleafui^e, 
That^ the goodmaa tnoulde iby luis ieefure. 
But home hilm bafted with furbus heale, 
t£nci:eaiing bis wrath w^ith many a tbreate : 



Ver. ISl. And oft his hoarie locks &c.] Th^- quartos tead, 
'* And q/* his hoary locks &c." Todd. 

Yer. I89. — — *— ■ caft] Qonfidtred. See 



th^ note QXi ccfiy F. Q. i. vL 3. Todd. 

Ver. 151* Had kindled fuch coles of difpleqfurey'} So, in 
September, ver. 86. 

" But kindle coles of cqntecke and ire." 
Thus, in the romance of Palmerin t^ England, Part the fecond» 
Cb. 2. /* .Now Florendos flayed all this night in the Callle of 
the Princeffe Arnalte^ more at her importunate fute then upon 
his pwoe voluntary pleafure, for that he well knew the little 
coales of envy kindled on her ftoxnacke> &c." Todd. 



F£BRIfAEI£. 45 

His harmefuU hatchet he hent in hand, igs 

(Alas ! that it fo readie ihould Hand !) 

And to the fielde alone hee fpeedeth, 

(Ay little help to harme there needeth !) 

^Anger nould let him fpeake to the tree, 

Enaunter his rage mought cooled bee ; 200 

But to the roote bent his fturdie ilrpake, 

And made many woundes in the wade Oake* 

The axes edge did oft turne againe, 

As halfe unwilling to cutte the graine ; 

Seemed, the fenfelefie yron did feare, so5 

Or to Mrrong holy eld did forbeare i ^ 

For it had been an auncient tree. 

Sacred with many a myfteree. 

And often croft with theprieftes crewes. 

And often hallowed with holy«*water dewe: 210 

But (ike £uicies werm foolerie* 

And broughten this Oake to this miferie ; 

For nought mought they, quitten him fronci 

decay, 
For fiercely the goodman at him did laye. 



Ver. 195. he hent in hand,] The word 

iwi {or feizedyjnat eked f or took, is repeatedly ufed by Cbaucer, 
and is alfo employed by the Scottiih writers. See Sibbald's 
Giois. Chronicle of' Scoitijh Voetry, 1802. The word repeatedly 
occurs in the Faerie Queene, Todd. 

V^r. 201. But to the roote bent his fturdie ilroak,] Gray, 
in his celebrated Elegy, ha3 culled an expreffion from thU 
£clogue. Compare the feventh flanza of the Elegy : 

" How bow'd the woods beneath their Jlurdi/-^roke P' 

Todd. 
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«The blocke oft groned under the blow; ' stis 
And fighed to fee his neere overthfotir. 
In fine, the fteele had pierced his pith, 
Tho downe to the earth hee fell forthwith. 
His wonderous weight made the ground to 

quake, i 

Th' earth (hronke under him, and feemed to 

(hake > — : 220 

There lyeth the Oake, pitied of none ! 

Now:ftainds the Brere like a lord alone, 
^Puffed up with pryde and vaine pleafaunce ; ; 
But all tlus glee had no continuaunce : ^ 

For eftfoones winter gan to approch^ ; ' 225 
The bluftring Boreas did encrochey » • ' * 
And beat^ upon the folitarie Bafene; v 

iPbr nowe no fuceour was feene him ne^i-e. 
Now gan hee repent his pride too laie ; 
For, naked left and difcohfolirf;e^ : 2;^ 

fSIn^ bytfng froft nipt his ftalke.dead, • - . 
The watrie wette weighed downa his head. 



r. ■ f 






Ver. 215. The blocke oft groned &c.] Virgil, ^n. ii. 628. 

: ", Ilia ufque niiuatur, 

'* . El tremefada comarii concuffo vertice nataC ; 
Vblneribus donee paallatim evi6ta fupremum 
CongeiTiuit, traxitque jugis avolfa ruinam/' Jortin, 
Ver. 218. llio downe to the esLTth] So the quartos read. 
The, folio of 1611 altered ecr/A io ground, Todd. 

• Ver. 228. nofuccour wasfeene him neere, 1 Some 

^editions have omittedTcewe. Todd. 

Ver. 230. For, naked &c.] The folio of 161I unintelli- 
gibly reads, ** Yore naked left &c.*' Which fome editions 
haVe followed. Todd. 



And heaped fnowe, burdned him fq fore. 
That nowe upright hee can fland no more ; 
And, being downe, is trod in the durt 235 

Of cattell, and broiized, and forely hurt. 
Such was th' end of this am]l»itious Brere, 
For fcorning eld -" 

Cud. Now I pray thee, (hepheard, tell it not 
forth: 
Here is a long tale, and little worth. 240 

So long have I liftened to thy fpeche. 
That graffed to the ground is my breche j 
My heartblood is well nigh frorne I feele. 
And my galage growne faft to my heele ; 
But httle eafe of thy lewde tale 1 tafted: 
Hie thee home, Shepheard, the day is nigh 
wafted. ^ 246 

Ver. 245. ' — : — frorne] Frorne \s the tnie 

reading, and is a paffive participle of the verb freeze. lA 
Milton, Mr. Warton obferves,.yrorc is ufed as a paflive parti- 
ciple of the fame verb, Par. L B*. ii. 5^5. In the laft edition 
of Spenfer,yrorwc is rtiodernifed into jTrozw. Todd. 

Ver. 244. galage] Galage occurs tilfo in Sep* 

ttmberj ver. 131. It means a wooden Jhoe^ from the French 
galoche. Chaucer probably introduced this word, Squ. Tale^ 

** Ne couth man, by the twenty thoufand part, 
** Counterfete the fophifms of his art ; 
* ** Ne were worthy to^unboklehis^a/ocAc." 

T. Waeton. 

THENOTS EMBLEME. 

Iddioj percheSvccchiOy • 

Fa fuoi alfuo ^empio. 
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i BoreaSf The Npf tbern ^ind, that briogeih |}le^.oioft florl&ie 
vreather. 

Gleej Cheare and iollitie. 

Forfcortnng eldy And mindiog (as (hould feeme) to have 
jnade rime to the former verfe, he is cunningly cut off by 
Cuddie* as disdaining to hear any more. 

Galage^ A ftartup or clowni(h (hooe. 

This Embleme is fpoken of Thenot, as a morall of his former 
tale: namely, that God, which is himfelf moll aged, being 
before all ages, & without beginning, maketh thofe, whom he 
loveth, like to himfelfe, in heaping yeares unto their daies, & 
blefling them with long life. For the bleffing of age is not given 
to all, but unto whom God will fo blelTe. And albeit that 
many evill men reach unto fuch fulnes of yeares, and fome alfo 
waxe old in miferie tind thraldome, yet therefore is not age 
ever the lefle blefling. For even to fuch evill men fuch 
number of years is added, that they nmy in their lad dayes 
repent, and come to their firll home; So the old man checketh 
the raw-headed boy for defpifing his gray and froftio haires. 
.^^ Wlwm Cuddie doth counterbuft'e with a biting and bitter 
proverbe, fpoken indeed at the firll in contempt of old-age 
generally. For it was an old opinion, and yet is continued ill 
fome mens conceipt, that men of years have no feare of God 
at all, or not fo much as yonger folke. For that being ripened 
with long experience, and having paffed many bitter brunts 
and blails of vengeance, Uiey dread no flormes of Fortune, nor 
wrath of God, nor daunger of men, as being either by long and 
ripe wifedome armed againd all mifcbaunces and adverfitie, 
or with much trouble hardned againd all troublefome tides : 
like unto the Ape, of which is faid in ^Efops fables, that, often- 
times meeting the Lion, he was at fird fore agad and difmaid 
at the grimneffe and auderitie of his countenance^ but at lad, 
being acquainted with his lookes, he was fo farre from feanng 
him, that he would familiarly gybe^nd ied with him: Such long 
experience breedeth in fome men fecuritie. Although it pleaie 
Erafmus, a great dark, and good old father, more fatherly and 
favourably, to condrue it in his Adages, for his owne behoofe. 
That by the proverbe, " Nemo fenex metuit Ipvem," is not 
meant, that olde men have no feare of God at all, but that they 
bee farre from fuperdition and idolatrous regard of falfe gods, 
as is lupiter. But his great learning notwithdanding, it is top 
^(aii!(e, to be' gainefaid, that old men are much more enchnecl 
to fuch fond fooleries, then yooger heades* ... 
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AEGLOGA TERtlA. 
' ARGUMENT- 

/iNT this Aeglogue two Shepheards Boyes^ taking 
occajion of the feaforiy beginne to make purpofe (^ 
love^ and other pleafance which to Jpring-time is 
moji agreeable. The fpeciall meatiing hereof^ is, 
to give certaine marks and tokens^ to know Cupid 
the poets god of Latoey But more particularly^ 
I thinkCy in the per/on of Thomalin^ is meant 

fome fecret Friend, who fcorned Love and his 
Knights fo long, till at length himfelfe was en^ 
tangled, and unwares wounded with the dart of 

fome beautifull regard, which is Cupids arrow. 

. WILLYE. THOMALIN. 
WILLYE. 

THOMALIN, why fitten wee foe, 
As weren overwent with woe. 
Upon fo fayre a morow ? 
The ioyoua time now nigheth faft, 

Ver. 2. A9 totrtn &c.] JFe is omitted before tverea. 

T. Wartoi*. 

Ver. 4. — • — -* — ■ »- > nigheth] So the foKo - 

of 161 1 reads. The quartos, by miltake, nigheft. That nigheth 
iB the true reading, is evident by the ufe of the word in the laft 
line but one of Mifj/f whert (fie the note. Todd. 

VOL. I. fi 
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That (liall alegge this bitter blaft, ^ 

And (lake the winter forpw. 
Tho. Sicker, Willye; thou warneft well ; 
For winters wjratl^ beginnes to quell. 

And pleafaunt fpring appeareth : 
The grafle nowe ginnes to \>e refreftit, lo 

The fwallowe peepes out of her neft. 

And clowdie welkin cleareth, 
WiL. Seeft not thilke fame hawthorne ftudde, 
How bragly it begins to t^udde. 

And utter his tender bead? i5 

Flora nowe calleth forth eche flower. 
And bids make readie Maias bower. 

That newe is upryft from bedd : 
Tho ftiall wee fporten in delight, 
And learne with Lettice to wexe light, 20 

That fcornefuUy lookes afkaunce ; 
Tho will wee Uttle Love awake. 
That nowe fleepeth in Lethe lake. 

And pray him leaden our daunce. 
Tho. Willve, I ween thou be aflb*; 25 

Ver. 5. olegge] See f • Q. fn. ii. 1 5: ^nd E. K/g 

Glolfe. So Chaucer, Roni, R. 6626. 

" That of the paine hem well alege** Todd. 

Ver. 13. r . - ■ ■ " ■ ftudd«,] Stud isjhek 

or trunk, Mr. Lye, in Junius's Etymologicon^ renders it palm^ 
fudes. T.Wautqv. 

Ver. 18. :- nave] This is the geupine reading, which 

in the firft folio has been converted into wow. Todd, 

Ver. 25. — aflbt :] Stupefied. Hughes 

has converted this ancient participle into a fubiiantive ; and 
reads afot : which corrupted reOjidi^g all the f^biequent modern 
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For iufty Love ftill fleepeth not, 

But is abroade at his game. 
WiL. Ho<ve kenft thou, that hee is awoke? 
Or haft thv ielfe his floinber broke ? 

Or made privie to the fame ? ^ 3g^ 

Tug. No; but happily I him fpide, 
Where in a bufti he did him hide. 

With winges of purple and blewe ; , 
And, were not that my flieepe would ftray, . 
The privie markes I would bewray, 35 

Whereby by chaunce I him knew. 
WiL. ThomaUn, have no care fprrthy ; c ; 
My felfe will have a double eye, 

YUke to my flocke and thine; 
For, alas ! at home I hiave a fyre, '40 

A ftepdame eke, as bote as fyre, 
- Thg-t de wly stdayes counts mine* / 
Tho. Nay, but thy feeing will not ferve. 
My (beep for that may chaqnee to fwerve^ . \ 

And fall into fome mifchiefe : ' ^5 

For (ithens is but the third morow 
That I cbaanft to fall afleepe with forow, 

And waked againe with griefe ; 
The while thilke fame unhappie ewe, 
Whofe clouted legge her hurt doth ftiew6, ', so 

Fell headlong into a dell, 

editions follow. But fee the Hift. of Kynge Arthur^ bl. L fol. 
inipr. b)^ Tho. Eaft, B. iv. Ch. 1. " How Merlyn was aJfQtUd 
and doted on One of the ladies of the lake." TopD, 
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And there unioynted both ber bones : 't 

Moqght her neck bene ioynted a^ocies. 

She fhoulde have neede no uxor^ fpe^ ; 
Th' elfe waa fo wanton and fo woodj ^ 

CBixt now I trowe can better good,) ) 

She inought qe gang on the greene, ' « 

Ver. 53. Mought her neck betie ioyjited attones, 

Shejkoifide lave neede no more fpell ;] Tl^at Is, I 
ivifii (he b^d died in the fall, I then fliould nev^r have ba(i 
any furtUer. cocafion of bleffiiig ber with a charm. SyeUy fts 
Jt. K. remarks, is a kind of verfe pr charm tl^t i^ elder tua^ 
tbey iifed to fay over everything that they would tave pre- 
ferved ; as the m^t-fpeU for thieve, and tbe wobdt/SKstfi * 

E. K. adds, And henpe, I think, is iianied tK^' ^q^eif, ch 

word. It may not be improp(5r to illuftrate t^iis pogpnt, h/^ 

Rowing the etymology which our old writers aifigued to GofpeL 

Abraham Fraunce, iu hh' Lowers Logtike', 1J88,* fbl. 5l. b» 

^s; *^ Go/pell, SL^oodJbeU^ or Ggd^Jpell or faypig.** So, i^ 

ilie Readings on tlie CoHieds, "emprynted at AVeftminfter by 

Wyllyam Caxton tbe lafte day of July A^ficcclxxxviii. FefiiOti 

fandie Luce euang€l0e: Chrifle had four euapgelj^es, th^-t are 

Marke, Mathewe, Luke, and lohan; they tvrote the fbure 

gofpelles^ tisLgqfpel is no more t6 f^y but Goi spj&jp,<he,vcMd^ 

of God,) they wrote &c/' The word is fp^lt god/pel m Pienxf 

the Plou^htnans Crede^ 4-10. 1553. Sign. B. ii. S^, ' hbweyifji 

Spelmanhi GloflT. in V. Go^/. Tqdd. , ,^ 

Ver. 55. Th* elfe'was/o wantm and fo woodl^ 

(But turn I trowe can better good) 

She mought ne gang on the grcene^l Tbat i$, ftf 

Vas £6 t>rpud and wanton (but tbis accident will, \ fuppofei 

warn ber to behave b^ttei: fof the futurie) that (be 4ifc)aipi^ toi 

graze in company with the i^efi of the flock. Tbus Bathu£ft> 

tranflates it: ' 

" Ta,©. propax nuper^ |)etulans, proterya^^ ' ^ , ^' 

" (Sperp nunc frugi melioris efle) , 
" Nollet ut noftro grege inifta notum 

^* Carpere gramen." T. Warton^. 
Ver. 55. ■ . — cab] Kfiowsy as ip FebniMi^Ut. 

yen 77. ' ,;,' .1* \ 

' ** Seemetb thy flocke tby counfell can/' Todd.* 



MARCtt. S3 

WiL. Let be, .as may be, that is pail; 
That is to cdme, let be forecaft : 

Now tell us what thou haft feene. 60 

Tao. It was upon a holiday 9 
When fhepheards groomes ban leave to play, 

I caft to go a (hooting; 
Long wand ring up and downe the land. 
With bow and bolts in either hand, 65 

For birdes in bafhes tooting, 

Ver. 61. It was vpon a holiday &c.] The following ftory 
of the Shepherd fhooting at a winged boy in a tree, is imitated 
from the fecond Idyllium of Bion, and not from Theocritus as 
£. K. remarks. 

Opsa $)}pft;A>jr, Toy avorpovoy tt^iy JL^tnct 
"Ecr^ofAnov on/^oto vort xXa^oy* k. t. X. 

But Spenfer has improved the tale with fome pretty ftrokes of 
palloral charader. T. Warton. 

Ver. 60. With htm and bolts in either hand^ That is, with 
bow and (irrows. Thus, in The Affedionate Shepheardy &c. 
^to. 1594. Sign. C. i. 

" Or if thou wilt goe ihoote at little birds 

'* With bow and boU — " 
And, in Fletcher's Faithful Shepherdefs^ A. ii. S. i. 
" with bow and bolt 

" To (hoot at nimble fquirrels &c." Todd. 

Ver. 66. • ■ tooting,] Looking about. 

So Skelton, in his Boke of Philip Sparow : 

" The popingaye 

" That toteth oft in a gjafle, &c." 
And, in Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, 4to. 1553. Sign. B. i. 
^here the fpeaker, having feen the lioufe of the Friars, fays ; 

*' Than turned I ayen, whan I had all ytotedJ' 
Again, Sign. B. iij. 

" Than toted I. into a taueme, and there I afpyede 

" Two frere Carmes, &c." . 
Thus al(o Archbifliop Cranmer, in his Defence of the true and 
catholike dodrine of the Sacrament &c. bl. 1.4to. 1550,fol. 101. a. 
^* What mfidei the people to runne fxpn^ their feates to the 

E 3 
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At length within the yvie todde, 
(There ftirowded was the little god^) - 

I heard a bufie buftliiig ; 
I bent my bolt againft.tfaefbufii^ . 70 

Liftning if anie tiling did ru(h> . 

But then heard no more rufUiog. 
Tho, peeping dofe into the thicke. 
Might fee the moving of fome quicke, 

Whofe fhape appeared not; 75 

But were it faerie, feend, or fuake. 
My courage earnd it to awake, 

And manfully thereat (hotte : 
With that fprang forth a naked fwayne, 
With fpotted winges like peacocks trayne, so 

And laughing lope to a tree ; 
His gylden quiver at his backe. 
And filver bowe, which was but flacke. 

Which lightly he bent at rae : 
That feeing, I leveld againe, 85 

And fhotte at him with might and maine. 

As thicke as it had hayled. 
So long I ftiott, that all was fpent ; 
Tho pumie ftones I hafljy hent, 

aultar, and from aultar to aultar, and fro fakeryng (as tbtey 
called it) to fakeryng, peepyng, tootyng, and gaalyng at that 
thyng whiche the pried held vp in his hands, &c." And rfi) 
Fairfax, from -his mailer Spenfer, B. xiv. 66*. 
** As in his fpring Narcifltis footing laid/' 

Ver. 73. the thicke. 

Might fee the mofoing of fame quicker] See ^e 
note on F. Q. ii. i. 39. See Mo F. Q. ii. x. 7'1« T«^i>.. . 
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And threw ; but nought avay led : 90 

He was fo wimble and fo wight, 
From bough to bough he lepped light. 

And oft the pumies latched : 
Therewith affirsyd I ranne away ; 
But he, that eatft feemd but to play, 95 

A fhaft in earneft fnatched. 
And hit me rcinniiig in the heele : • 

For then I little fmart did feele. 

But foone it fofe increafed ; 
And now it ranckleth more and more, 100 

And inwardly it feftreth fore, 

Ne wote I how to ceafe it. 
WiL. Thomalin, I pitie thy plight, 
Perdie with Love thou diddeft fight ; 

I know him by a token : 105 



Ver. 9^' ff^ was fo wimble and fo wight,] JVimhle and 
wight are interpreted by £. K. quick and deliver. And Bathuril^ 
in his Gloffary at the end of his tranflation of the Calendar^ 
fays that wimbkh mmbie. I am not able to produce any other 
example of this word from our old writers. Wight is not un- 
common for quick or a&ive. Thus Gower, Confejl Amant. 
177. b. where we have an inilance alfo of the old adjeftive 
deliver^ in the fame fenfie as adopted by E. K. " Ofliemthat 
ben deliver and wight." And thus Chaucer, as Mr. Warton, 
in his manufcript notes, has alfo remarked, MoH. T, 380. 
" Wraftill by very force and very might 
" With any yong man, Were he never fo wight J* 
i^gain, in the Court e of Love^ ver. 1300. 

" no fwalow fwift ne fwan 

" So xwgA/ of wing — r— ^" Todd. 
Ver. 100. Juduaw it ranckleth more and more^ &c.} So 
Britomart complains of the eife^s of love, F. Q. iii. ii. 39. 
Compare Milton, Sanf. Agon. ver. 620, &c. Todd. 

£ 4 
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For once I beard my father fay. 
How he him caught upon a day, 

(Whereof he will be wroken,) 
Entangled in a fowling net. 
Which he for carrion crowes had fet iiia 

That in our peare-tree haunted : 
Tho faid, he was a winged lad, 
But bowe and ihaftes aa then none had. 

Els had he fore been daunted. 
But fee, the welkin thicks apace, 115 

And ftouping Phoebus fteepes his face ; 

Yts time to hafte us homeward. in 

Ver. 108. ■ ■ ^ - ■ ' wroken] Revenged. 

So Chancer, Rem. qf Lwe, 350. edit. Urr. 

n ' — . " for one word brokin 

" She woll not mifle but Ihe woU be wrokin." 

T. WAanoK. 

WILLYES i^MBLBME. 

To be wife and eke to hoe^ 

Is graunted fcarce to gods above. 

THOMALINS EMBLEME. 

Of hony and of gaide in love there isjiore ; 
The hony is much^ but the gaule is mare. 

Thom. Emjsl. Of hony and of gaule &c.] ^ee F. Q. iv. 
X. 1. And compare Sir P. Sidney's IVooemg-ftuff^ written in 
1581, and printed in l65l. 

** Faint Amorift ; what, do'ft thou think 

" To tafte Loves honey ^ and not drink 

" One dram of gall ? or to devour 

" A world offweety and taft no four f Toba. 
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GLOSSE. 

This Aeglogue feemeth fotnewhat to refemble that fame of 
Theocritus, wherein the boy likewife telling the olde man, that 
he had (hot at a winged boy in a tree, was by him warned to 
beware of "hiifchiefe to come. 
Overwent y overgone. 
AleggCy to leflen or aflwage. 
To quelly to abate. 
Weikwy the Ikie. 

ThefwalloWy which bird ufeth to be counted the meflenger, 
and as it were the forerunner, of fpring. 

Flora, the Goddefle of flowers, but indeed (as faith Tacitus) 
a famous harlot, which with the abufe of her bodie having 
gotten great riches, made the people of Rome her heire : who, 
in remembrance off fo great beneficence, appointed a yearely 
feail for the memoriall of her, calling her, not as Hie was, nor as 
fome do thiuke, Andronicay hxjX Flora: making her the Goddefle 
of flowers, and doing yearely to her folemne facrifice. 

Maias bowcTy that is, the pleafant field, or rather the May 
buflies. Maia is a Goddefle, and the mother of Mercuric, in 
honor of whom the moueth of May is of her name fo called, 
as faith Macrobius. 

Lettice, the name of fome Countrey laflfe. 
AfcauncCy afkew, or afquint. 
For tkyy therefore, 

Lethcy is a lake in hell, which the poets call the lake of for* 
getfulnefle. For Lethe fignifieth forgetfulnefle. Wherein the 
loules being dipped, did forget the cares of their former life. 
So that by fleeping in Lethe lake, he meaneth he was almod 
forgotten, and out of knowledge, byreafon of winters hardnefle, 
when all pleafures, as it were, fleepeaud weare out of mind. 
AJfottCy to dote. 

HUfiomhery to break loves flumbier, to exercife the delights 
of love and wanton pleafures. 

Wings of purpUy fo is he faigned of the poets. 
For als, he imitateth Virgils verle. 

** Eft mibi namque domi pater, eft iniulhi noverca. Sec." 
A delly a hole in the ground. 

SpeHy is a kinde of verfe or chafme, that in elder times 
they ufed often to fay over every thing that they would have 
preferved, as the nightfpell for theeves, and the woodfpell. 
Aud here hence, 1 thinke, is named the Godfpel or word, 
A^d fo faith Chaucer, Liflenetb Lordings ta my fpel. 
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Gang, go. 

An yvie todde, a tbicke ba(h« . . 

Swaincy a boy : For fo is he defcribed of the poets, to be a 
boy, f. alwayes frefh and luflie ; blindfolded, becaufe he maketh 
no difference of perfonages ; with diverfe coloured wings, f. full 
of flying fancies ; with bowe and arrow, that is, with glaunce 
of beautie, which pricketh as a forked arrow. He is faide alfo 
to have fhaftes, fome leaden, fome golden; that is, both 
pleafure for the gracious and loved,, and forrowe for the lover 
that is difdained or forfaken. But who liil more at large to 
behold Cupids colours and furniture, let him read either F/o- 
pertius, or Mofchus his Idyllion of Wandring Lovcy being nowe 
moft excellently tranflated into Latine, by the iingular learned 
man Angelus Politianus : Which worke I have feene amongfl 
other of this Poets doings, verie well tranflated alfo into 
Englifh rimes. 

Wimble and wighty quicke and deliver. 

In the heelc^ is very poetically fpoken, and not without 
fpecial iudgement. For I remember that in Homer it is faid 
of Thetis, that fhe tooke her youg babe Achilles being newly 
borne, and, holding him by the hele, dipped him in the nver 
of Styx. The vertue whereof is, to defend and keepe the 
bodies waflied therein from any mortall wound. . So Achilles 
being wafhed al over fave onely his heele, by which bis mother 
held, was in the reft invulnerable; therefore by Paris was 
faigned to bee fhotte with a poyfoned arrow in the beele, 
whiles he was bufie aboute the marrying of Polyxena in the 
Temple of Apollo. Which myllicall fable Euflathius unfolding, 
faith : that by wounding the heele, is meant luilfull love^ 
For from the heele (as fay the befl phyfitions) to the privie 
partes there paife certaine veines and flender finewe^, as alib 
the like come from the head, and are caried like little pypes 
behind the eares ; fo that (as faith Hipocrates) if thofe veynes 
there be cut a funder, the par tie firaight becommeth cold and 
unfruitfulL .Which reafon our poet well weighings oaaketh this 
ihepheards boy of purpofe to be wounded by Loye in the heele* 

Latched, caught. 

Wrokeny revenged. 

For once: In this tale is fet out the fimplicity of (hepherds 
opinion of love. 

Stouping Phcebus, is a Periphrafis of the funne fetting. 

EVBLKME. 

Hereby is meant, that all the delights of love, wherein wanton 
youth walloweth, be but follie mixt with bittemefie, and for- 
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row fawced with repentance. For befides that the very affec- 
tion of Love it felfe tormenteth the minde, and vexeth th6 
bodie manie waiee, with trnreftfulneife all night, and wearinelTe 
all day, feeking for that wee cannot have, and finding that wee 
would • not have : even the felfe things which befl before us 
liked, in courfe of time, and change of riper yeares, which 
alfo therewithall cbaungeth our wonted liking and former 
fantafies, will then feeme loathfome, and breed us annoyance, 
when youths flower is withered, and we find our bodies and 
wits Rnfwere not to fuch vaine ioUitie and luilfuU pleafaiice. 
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APRIL. 

AEGLOGA QUARTA. 
ARGUMENT. 

THIS Aegloguc ispurpofely intended to the^ honour 
and prajffe of our moji gratious Jbveraigney 
Queene Elizabeth. The fpeakers hereof bee 
Hobbinoll and Thenoty two Jhepheards : the which 
Hobbinoll, being before mentioned greatly to 
have loved Colinj is here fet forth more largely, 
complaining him of that boyes great mi/adventure 
in love ; whereby his mind was alienated and withr 
drazvn not onely from him^ who mofl loved him, 
but alfofrom all former delights and JiudieSj as 
well in plea/ant pyping, as cunning ryming and 
Jingingj and other his laudable exercifes. JVhereby 
he taketh occajion, for proof e of his mo^e excel* 
lencie andjkill in poetrie^ to record a fong, which 
the faid Colin fometime made in honour of her 
Maiejiie, whom abruptly he termeth Eli/a. 

THENOT. HOBBINOLL. 
THENOT. 

TELL me, good Hobbinoll, what garres the« 
greete ? 
What ! hath fome wolfe thy tender lambes 
ytorne ? 

Ver. 1. what garres thee] What occafions or 

makes thee kc. See alfo F, Q. ii. v. 19. '^ And §^arrt tbem 



Or is tby bagpype brpke, Jbat foimde$ fq fwpete f 

Or art thou of thy loved iafl[6 tqrlornp? . 
Or bene thine eyes attempred to the ^eare, 5 
Quenching tb^ gafpjng fyrrpwes thirft yfith 
rayne? 
like April} ihowre fo ftreaiaj the trickling t^rfl 
Adowne thy cheeke, to quench tby thirftie 
. paiqe/ 
{loB. Nor this, nor that, fo much doth makei 
memourne, // 

But for the l^dde, whom long I lpy4" fo 
deare, lo 

Now loves a lafle that all his love doth fcome : 
Pe, plunged in paipe^^ i^^s trefled locks doth 
teare ; 
jSheph^rds deUgbiiJs be dptb them alt forfweare^ 
His pl^f^unt pipe, which made us lll^rFin^nt^ 
He wi^lly hath broke, and dotb fprbeare jf 
His wonted fpngs wherein he all outwent.- 

difogfee.'^ The word is common in Scotland. Thus, ik 
Adapa ScoHcUy or A ColMion of Scotch Proverbs^ &c. 12mo. 
JLohd. l668. " Need gars naked men fun, and forrowgar| 
webfters fpin." Chaucer ufes it, Reces T. 4130. edit. Tyrwhitd 
** But fpecially I pray thee, hofte dere, 
" Oar us have mete and drinke, and make us chere." 

Todd. 

Ver. 1. — greete ?] Weepj a northern 

word. See the Gloflary at the end of The Praife of York- 
^HIKE Ale, 12mo. York, 1697. p. 99. " To greet is to weep.'^ 
The word is alfo ufed by Chaucer, Rom, K. 411 6. edit, Urr^ 

*' And whan I think upon the kifle, 
* " And how much joie and how much bliffe 

" I hadde through the favour Iwete, 
*^ For want of it I grone and greteJ* Todd* 
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Th£. What is he for a ladde you fo lament ? 
Ya love fuch pinching paine to them that 
prove ? 
And bath he ikill to make £> excellent^ 

Yet hath fo little fkill to bridle loVe ? 20 

Hob. Colin thou kenft, the foutherne ihep- 

hj^ards boye ; 

Him Love hath mounded with a deadly 

darte; ' ' 

Whilome on him was all my care and ioye, 

» Forcing with giftes to winne his wanton 

heart. 
But now from ftie his madding minde is ftart^ 2^ 
' And wooes the widdowes daughter of the 

glenne ; 
So now fay re Rofalind hath bredde his imart j 
X So now his friend is chaunged for a firenne. 
The. But if his ditties bene fo trimly dight, 

I pray thee, HobbinoU, recorde fome one, so 
The whiles our flockes do graze about in fight. 
And we clofe Ihrowded in this fhade alone. 
lloB. Contented I : then will I fing his laye 
Of fair Elifa, queene of Ihepheards all. 



Ver. 21. Colin ikou keitfi, the foutherne Jhepheards boye; 

Him Love hath woi^ed &c.] See the Life of the, 
Poet, and the Dialogue between Colin and Hobbinol in Jm€n 

Todd. 
Ver. 31. grazel The edition of 1586 

hasj by an errour of the prefs, converted this word into gaze^ 

Todd, 



WbiWa onoe^ ha madie a^ fey a fpying he kye, 
And tuned it unto tlie waters fall.. > 36 

^' Ye daintie Nymphs, that in. this* blefled 
br(!>ake , : 

o " Poe Jaath^ your hreft, • 

** Forfake your watrie,bowre3) and hetl^pr looke, 

" At my requeft., . • 40 

" And eke you Virgins, that onFarnafleidw^H; 

^* Whence floweth Helicon, the learned well, 

V^Help'me to bkfce i - 

" Her worthy prayfe, " 

** Which ib ker fexei doth all ei^L 4* 
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" Of fiiir;Eli{a! be your filler fongyi ;' 

*1 Thit blefleidmgitt^ 
" The flowre of virgins ; may (he fiorifh long 

" In princely plight ! 
" For (he i^ Syrinx daughter without fpotte. 
Which Pan, the fhepheardes god, of her 
begotte: 51 

So fprong her grace 
Of heavenly race, 
*' No mortall blemiftie may her blotte. 

Ver. 36. And tuned it &c.] This is the original reading, 
and is more poetical than turned; which corrupt reading firft 
occurs in the edition of 1586, and is followed by fome others. 

TpDD. 

Ver. 50. — — xoithout/pot,] This is a fre- 
quent Scriptural expreflion. Spenfer feems more particularly 
to allude to Sol. Song^ iv. 7« Todd. 
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" See, where (he fits upon the graffie greene, &5 

« (O feemely fight !) 
" Yclad in fcarlot, like a mayden queene, 

" And ermines white : 
" Upon her head a cremofin coronet, 
" With damafke rofes and da£^illies fet ; 6d 

" Bayleaves betweene, 

" And primrofes greene, 
" Embellifti the fweete violet. 

" Tell me, have ye feene her af^gelike face. 
Like Phoebe fayre ? 65 

Her heavenly haveour, her princely grace, 

" Can you well compare ? 
" The redde rofe medled with the white yfere, 
" In either cheeke depein6i:en hvely chere : 



Ver. 6S, the fweete ttokt.] This is the original 

reading. The folio of 161I has conserted fweete into white, 

Todd. 

Ver. 64. — angelike] This is alfo the 

true and original reading. The folio of I6II reads angeUlike, 

Todd. 

Ver. 68. The red-rofe &c.] E. K. obferves that Spenfer 
here alludes to the union of the Houfes of Lancafler and York^ 
the white and red rofe ; queen Elifabeth being the daughter of 
King Henry VIII. in whom thefe two Families were firft 
united. I fhould be inclined to think, that the lines are a 
mere compliment to the queen's complexion, wliich was 
remi^rkably delicate, though rather inclining to pale ; and Uiat 
the learned commentator was here guilty of too much refine- 
ment, but that he declares to have been moil intimately ac- 
qudnted with Spenfer and ^* privie to all his defigns/' There 
is a Sonnet of Lord Brooke to this purpofe, Sonn, bcxi. p. 228, 
Workes, &c. 1633. 



^ Her modeft eye, 70 

.** Her majeftie, 
^* Where have yoa feene the like but there f* 

" I fawe Phoebus thruft out his golden hede> 

" Upon her to gaze ; 
" But, when he faw howe broade her beames 
did fprede, 76 

" It did him amaze. 
*' Hee bluflit to fee another Ainne belowe, 
•* Ne durft againe his firie face out fhovve. 

" Let him, if hee dare, 

" His brightneffe compare so 

" With hers, to have the overthrowe* 



** Shewe thjfelf, Cynthia, with thy filver rays, 
" And be not abaftit : 

" Under a throne I faw a Virgin fit, 
" The red and white rofe quartered in her face.** 
How fufceptible this admired heroine was of the moil abfiird 
battery paid to her perfon^ may be feen from many curious 
proofs, colleded by Mr. Walpole^ Royal and Nob. Author9^ 
edit. 2. Lond. 1759, vol. i. p. 141« More compliments are 
nlfo paid to the queen's beauty in this Padoral. She was then 
forty- five years old. This however was more allowable in a 
poem. The prefent age fees her charms and her charader in 
^ their proper colours ! T. Warton. 
J Ver. 7.7' Hee blujht to fee another fUnne belowe, 

N^ durft againe ^cJ] Mr. Bowie faw with me 
that Milton has copied this ilanza in hi^Hymn on the Nativity^ 
it. 7. See alfo 6. Fletcher on a fubjed fimilar to Milton's, in 
his Chrijls Viaorie^ p. i. ft. 7». 

" Heaven awakened all his eyes 

''To fee anotlier funne at midnight rife/' 

T. Warton, 

VOL. I, P 
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^ When (hee the beames of herbeautie difplayes, 

" O how art thou daftit ! ss 

" But I will not match her with Latonaes 

feede ; 
** Such foUie great forow to Niobe did breede. 

" Now (hee is a (lone, 

*' And makes daylie mone, 

Warning all other to take heede. 90 



u 



" Pan may bee prowde that ever hee begot 

" Such a bellibone ; 
** And Syrinx reioyce, that ever was her lot 

^* To beare fuch an one. 
" Soone as my younglinges cryen for the dam, 
** To her will I offer a milkwhite lamb : 9S 

" She is my goddeflfe plaine, 

" And I her (hepheardes fwain, 
" Albee forfwonck and forfwatt I am. 



Ver. 95. ..«__ cryeti] For cry : the ancient ter- 
mination of the verb, and what Mr. Tyrwhitt confiders ta 
have been the Teutonick ; as, in the plural of love; We 
kycefiy ye lovenj &c. See his Eflay on the Language and Ver- 
fification of Chaucer, ^to* edit. Ox. 1798, p. 24. Spienfer 
often ufes this form. Hughes, not attending to this point, has 
here injudiciouQy converted crt/en into crying^ to which the 
fubfequent modern editions have conformed. Todd. 

Ver. 99. AWee forfwonck and forfwatt / am,'\ From Chau- 
cer's Plowmam Tale^ ver. 1953. edit. Urr. 

, ** In icrippe he bare bothe bred and lekes, 

" He was forjivon he and bXI forjwat ; 

" Men might have fene through both hischekes, ^c." 
This Tale of the Plowman was not printed till the year l602, in 
A. lilip's edition; fo that Spenfer muft have read it in Stowe's 



** I fee Calliope fpeede her to the place, loo 
" Where my goddeflTe Ihines ; 



library, where an authentick manufcript of it is faid to have- 
been prcferved. It is natural to fuppofe that Spenfer niuft 
have been intimate with Stowe, who joined tafle to the ftudy of 
antiquity, and who largely contributed his ufeful refearches to 
complete the firft good edition of Chaucer. Of this we are 
informed in his Svrvey of London, T. Warton. 

The Plowmans Tale vf as firft printed in 1542, and was placed 
after the Perfon's Tale. The editor, whoever he was, had not 
aflurance enough, it fliould feem, to thruft it into the body of 
the work. In the fubfequent editions however, as it had pro- 
bably been well received by the public, upon account of its 
violent invedives againft the Church of Rome, it was advanced 
to a more honourable ftation, next to the Manciple's Tale, and 
before the Perfon's. The only account which we have of any 
manufcript of this Tale is from Mr. Speght, who fays, (Note 
prefixed to Ploxomans Tale,) that he had " feene it in written 
hand in John Stowes Librarie in a booke of fuch antiquitie, as 
feemed to have been written neare to Chaucer's time." He 
does not fay that it was among the Canterburi/ Taks, or that i^ 
had Chaucer' 8 name to it. We can therefore only judge of it 
by the internal evidence, and upon that I have no fcruplts to 
declare my own opinion, that it has not the leaft refembl^nce 
to Chaucer's manner, either of writing or thinking, in his other 
works. Though he and Boccace have laughed at fome of the 
abufes of religion and the diforders of ecclefiaftical perfons, it 
is quite incredible that either of them, or even WiclifT himfelf, 
would have railed at the whole government of the Church, ia 
the ftyle of this Plowmans Tale, If they had been difpofed to 
fuch an attempt, their times would not have borne it ; but it 
is probable, that Chaucer, though he has been prefled into the 
fervice of Proteftantifm by fome zealous writers, was as good 
a Catholick as men of his underftanding and rank in life have 
generally been. The neceflity of auricular Confeflion, one of 
the great fcandals of Popery, cannot be more ftrongly incul- 
cated than it is in the Tale of the Ptrfon, I will jull obferve, 
that Spenfer feems to fpeak of the author of the Plowmans Tale 
as a diftindl perfon from Chaucer, though, in compliance, 
I fuppofe, with the. tafte of his age, he puts them both on the 
fame footing. In the epilogue to the SHepheards Calender he 
fays to his book, ^^i^ . 
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** And after her the other Mufes trace, 

" With their vioUnes. 
" Bene they not bay-braunches which they doe 

beare, 
" All for Elifa in her hand to weare ? los 

f* So fweetelie they play, 

" And fing all the way, 
" That it a heaven is to heare. 

" Lo, how finely the Graces can it foote 

" To the inftrument: no 

•' They dauncen defBy, and fingen foote, 

** In their meriment. 
•' Wants not a fourth Grace, to make the 

daunce even ? 
" Let that rowme to my Lady bee yeven. 

** She (halbe a Grace, 115 

" To fill the fourth place, 
" And reigne with the reft in heaven. 



<( 



And whither rennes this bevie of ladies bright, 



^* Dare not to match thy pipe with Tttyrm his ftyle, 
" Nor with the Pilgrim that the Ploughman playde awhyle." 
I know that Mr. War ton, in his excellent Obfervations on 
Spenfer, vol. i. p. 125, fuppofes this paffage to refer to the 
Vijions of Fierce Ploughman ; but my reafon for differing from 
him is, that the author of the Vifions never, as I remember, 
fpeaks of himfelf in the character of a Ploughman. 

Tyrwhitt. 
Ver. 118. bevie of ladies] See E. K/s ex- 
planation of the word bevt/. The expreffion feems to have 
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" Raunged in a rowe ? ' 
" They bene all Ladyes of the Lake behight, 

" That unto her goe. 121 

" Chloris, that is the chiefeft nymph of all, 
** Of olive braunches blares a coronall : 

" Olives bene for peace, 

** When warres do furceafe : 125 

*' Such for a princefle bene principal). 



(( 



Ye (hepheards daughters, that dwell on the 
greene, 

" Hye you there apace : 
" Let none come there but that virgins bene, 

" To adorne her grace : 130 

** And, when you come whereas Ihee is in 

place, 
^* See that your rudenefle doe not you difgrace : 

" Binde your fillets iafte, 

" And gird in your wafte, 
** For more finenefs, with a tawdrie lace. 135 



been very commonly applied to the ladies, as I have fhewn iu 
a note on Milton's ** Uvy of fair women," Par, L. B. xi. 582. 

TODP, 

Ver. 119. all Ladyes of the Lake] See an account 

of thefe Ladies in the fecond volume of this edition, pp. Ixxiv, 
Ixxv, Ixxvi, and the notes there. Todd. 

Ver. 135. a tawdrie lace.] Tawdrie lace is 

thus defcrihed in Skinner by his friend Dr. Henfhaw : •* Taw-- 
DRiE LACE, Aitrigmenta, fimbriae, feu fafciolae, emt^ nun- 
dinis fano S^ Etheldreds celebratis : Ut re&e tnonet Doc, T, 
Hen/haw." T. Warton. 
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•* Bring hether the pincke and purple cullam- 
bine, 
-" With gelliflowres ; 
" Bring coronations, and fops in wine, 

" Wprne of paramoures : 
** Strowe mee the ^rounde with dafiadown- 
dillies, 140 

^^ And cowflips, and kingcups, and loved iillies : 
** The pretie pawnee, 
" And the chevifaunce, 
** Shall match with the fay re flowre Delice. 

Ven 138. ■ fops in wine, 

JVortie of paramoures :] In allufion perhaps to 
the cuflom of the bride and bridegroom, and perfons prefent 
at the marriage, drinking wine in the cliurch immedialelj 
after the ceremony ; cakes, or fops as they were called, beiqg 
put into the bowl ; from which circumftances the flower bor^ 
rowed its name, as Mr. Steevens aflferts in a note on this 
ancient faihipn in Shakfpeare's Taming of the Shrewy A. iii. 
S. ult. 

" Quaff'd off the mufcadel, 

" And threw the fops all in the fexton's face — " 
And Dr. Farmer adduces from an old canzonet on a wedding, 
fet to mufick by Morley in l606, the following illuflration : 

" Sops in wine, fpice-cakes are a dealing." 
I may add, that Drayton, in his Folyolbiony noticing the 
manner in which Ifis is dreffed for her marriage with Tame, 
confirms the expreflfion relating to thefe fJowers, worne of 
pvramours or lovers. See his fifteenth Song, fol. edit. p. 241. 
** Thus hauing told you how the bridegroome Tame was 

dreft, 
" He fliew you how the bride, faire Ifis, they invejt: — 
** In anadems for whom they curioufly difpofe 
" The red, the dainty white, the goodly damafk rofe,— 
" Sweet-william, fops in wine, &c." 
£. K. fays that this flower is much like a carnation. In Th 
JffeBionate Shepheard, 15^4. Sign. B. iij. it is defcribed " the 
fpeckled flowre cald Sops in wine." Todd. 
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*' Now rife up, Elifa, decked as thou art us 

" In royall aray ; 
'* And now yee daintie damfells may depart 

" Eche one her way. 
" I feare, 1 have troubled your troupes too 

long ; 
" Let Dame Elifa thanke you for her fong: i50 

" And, if you come hether 

" When damfmes I gether, 
" I will part them all you among/' 



The. And was thilk fame fong of Colins 
owne making ? 

Ah ! fooUfh Boy ! that is with love yblent ; 
Great pittie is, hee bee in fuch taking, 156 

For naught caren that bene fo lewdly bent. 
Hob. Sicker I holde him for a greater fon. 

That loves the thing hee cannot purchafe. 
But let us homeward, for night draweth on, 

And twinckling ftarres the daylight hence 
chafe. 161 



Ver. 148. Eche me her wfl[^.] Hughes ftrangely reads 
** each one Ai« way;" and the modern editions have faithfully 
followed him. He was perhaps mifled by the folio of l6n, 
which fpells her differently from the old quartos^ viz. hir. 

Todd. 

Ver. 153. all you among.'] Theomif^ 

iioD oiyou firft occurs in the edition of 1586. Todd, 
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THENOTS EMBLEMS. 

O quam te memorem Virgo / 

HOBBINOLLS EMBLEMEv 

Dea certe ! 



G L O S S E. 

Gars thee greefiy caufeth thee weep and complaiae. 

Forlomef left and forfaken. 

Attempred to the yeare^ agreeable to the feafon of the yeere, 
that is Aprill, which moueth is mod bent to (bowers and fea« 
fonable raine : to quench, that is, to delay the drought, caofed 
through drineife of March winds. 

The lady Colin Clout. 

Thelaje, Rofalinda. 

Trejfed locks, withered and curled. 

Is he for aladf a Grange maner of fpeaking, f. what maner 
of lad is he ? 

To make, to rime and verfifie. For in this word, jwaAt;?^, 
our Qlde Engliih Poets were wont to comprehend all the fkUl 
of Poetrie, according to the Greeke word Poiein^ to make, 
whence commeth the name of Poets. 

Colin thou kenjiy k no weft. Seemeth hereby that Colin per* 
taineth to fume Southern noble man, and perhaps in Surrey or 
Kent, the rather becaufe he fo often nametb the Kentiih 
downes, and before. As lithe as lajfe of Kent. 

The widowes, He calleth Rofalinde the widowes daughter of 
the glenne, that is, of a countrey Hamlet or borough, which I 
thinke is rather faid to colour and couceale the perfon then 
fimply fpoken. For it is well knowne, even in fpigbt of Colia 
and Hobbinoll, that (he is a gentlewoman of no meane boufe, 
nor endued with any vulgar and common giftes, both of nature 
and maners : but fuch in deede, as neede neither Colin be 
a/liamed to have her made knowne by his verfes, nor Hobbinoll 
be greeved, that fo (he fhould be commended to inimortalitie 
for her rare and fmgular vertues : Specially deferving it no 
leflTe, then either Myrto the moft excellent Poet Theocritus 
his darling, or Lauretta the divine Petrarches goddeife, or 
liimera the worthy poet Stelichorus his idol ; upon whom he 
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is faid fo much to. have doted, that, in regard of her excellen* 
cie, he fcorned and wrote againft the beautie of Helena. For 
^hich his prefumptuous and unheedie hardinefle, he is fayd by 
vengeance of the gods, thereat being oflfended, to have loft 
both his eies. 

• FretifiCj a ftranger. The word I thinke was firft poetically 
put, and afterward ufed in common cuilome of fpeech for 
forrene; 

Dightf adorned. 

La^Cy a fong, as Roundelayes and Virelayes. 

In all this fong is not to be refpeded, what the worthineflc 
of her Maieftie deferveth, nor what to the highneffe of a prince 
is agreeable, but what is mod comely for the meanneiTe of a 
fhepheards wit, or to conceive, or to utter. And therefore hee 
calleth her £lijp», as through rudeneife tripping in her name ; 
and a Hiepheards daughter, it being very unfit, that a fhep- 
heards boy, brought up in the flieepfold, ihould know, or ever 
feem to have heard of, a Queenes royaltie. 
' Ye daintie, is, as it were, an Exordium ad prctparandot 
animos. 

Virgins, the nine Mnfes, daughters of Apollo and Memorie, 
whofe abode the Poets feigne to be on ParnafTu^, a hill in 
Greece, for that in that countrey fpecially flourifhed the 
honour of all excellent lludies. 

Helicon, is both the name of a fountaine at the foote of 
ParnaiTus, and alfo of a mountain in Baeotia, out of the which 
floweth the famous fpring Caftalius, dedicate alfo to the Mufes: 
of which fpring it is faide, that, when Pegafus the winged horfe 
of Perfeus (whereby is meant -fame and flying renowme) 
Aroke the ground with his hoofe, fodainly therout fprang a 
well of moft cleare and pleafant water, which from thence was 
confecrate tcrthe Mufes and Ladies of learning. 

Your Jilver fong, feemeth to imitate the like in Hefiodus 
argnriofi melos. 

Syrinx, is the name of a Nymph of Arcadie, whom when 
Pan beehig in love purfued, flie, flying from him, of the Gods 
was turned into a reede. So that Pan catching at the reeds, 
in (lead of the Daniofell, and puffing hard, (for he was almoil 
out of winde,) with his breath made the reedes to pipe, which 
lie feeing, tooke of them,' and, in remembrance of his loft love, 
made him a pipe thereof. But here by Pan and Syrinx is not 
to bee thought, that the (liepheards fimplie meant thofe poeti- 
call Gods: but rather fuppofing (as feemeth) her graces pro- 
genie to be divine and immortall (fo as the painims were wont 
to iudge of all kings and princes, according to Homers faying^ 
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'^ Tb^moff de meggs efti diotrepheos bafileos^ 
** Time d'ek dios efli, philei de e tnetieta Zeu^y 
tbuld devife no parents in his iudgement fo worthy for her. 
Pan the (hepheards God, and his bell beloved Syrinx. So thai 
by Pan is here meant the mod famous and vidorious king, her 
highueife father, lajteoiPworthie memorie king Heorie the eight. 
And by that name, oftentimes (as hereafter appeareth) bee 
noted kings and mightie potentates : And in fome place Chriii 
himfelfe, who is the very Pan and God of fhepheards. 

Cremojin coronet^ he devifeth her crowne to bee of the fineft 
and moil delicate flowers, in (lead of pearles and precious 
ilones wherewith princes diademes ufe to be adorned and 
emboli. 

Embelli/hy beautifie and fet out. 

Fhebcy the Moone, whom the poets f^ign to be filler unta 
Phoebus, that is, the Sonne. 

Medledf mingled. 

y/ere, together. By the mingling of the Redde rofe and the 
White, is meant the uniting of the two principall houfes of Lan- 
, caller and Yorke : by whole long difcord and deadly debate 
this realm e many years was fore travailed, and almoil cleane 
decaied. Till the famous Hepry the feven^h, of the line of 
Lancaller, taking to wife the moll vertuous princelfe Elizabeth, 
daughter to the fourth Edward of the houfe of Yorke, begat 
the moll royall Henrie the eight aforefaid, in whom was the 
firll union of the Whi.te rofe, and the Redde. 

Calliope, one of the nine Mules : to whom they afligne the 
honour of all poeticall invention, and the firll glorie of the He^ 
roical \er^e. Other fay, that Ihe is the Goddell'e of Retho-* 
ricke: but by Virgill it is manifell, that they millake the thing. 
For there, in his Epigraips, that Art feemeth to be attributed 
to Polymnia, faying : 

'* Signal cunda manu, loquiturque Polymnia geilu.'' 
Which feemeth fpecially to be meant of A6lion, and Elocution, 
both fpecial parts of Rethoricke : befide that her name, which 
(as fome conllrue it) importeth great remembrance, cpntaineth 
another part. But I holde rather with them, which call her 
polymnia, or Polyhymnia, of her good finging. 

JBoy branches, be the figne of honour and vidorie, and there- 
fore of mightie conquerours worne in their triumphs, and eke 
of famous poets, as faith Petrarch in his Sonets, 
" Arbor vittoriofa triomphale, 
" Honor d' Imperadori et di Poeti, &c." 

The Graces, be three fillers, the daughters of lupiter, (whofe 
names are Agalf^ia, Thalia, Euphrofyne : and Homer onely 
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addetb a foorth. f. I^afithea, otherwife called Cbarites, that is, 
thankes. Whom the poets fained to be goddeffes of all beau tie 
and comelineife, which therefore (as faith Theodontius) they 
make three, to weete, that men iirfl ought to. bee gracious and 
bountiful! to other freely; then to receive benefits at other 
mens hands curteouily ; and thirdly, to requite them thanke- 
fully : wiiich are three fundrie adions in liberalitie. And 
Boccace faith, that they bee painted naked (as they were in 
deed on the tombe of C. lulius Csefar) the one having her 
backe towards us, and her face from ward, as proceeding from 
us •' the other two toward us : noting double thanke to be due 
to us for the benefit we have done. 
Deffly^ finely and nimbly. 
Spate, fweete. 
Merimenty mirth. 

Bevie, a bevie of ladies, is fpokeu figuratively for a com* 
pauie or a troup ; the terme is taken of larkes. For they fay 
a bevie of larkes, even as a covey of partridges, or an eye of 
phefants. 

Ladies of the lake, be Nymphes. For it was an old opinion 
among the auncient heathen, that of every fpring and fouu^ 
taine was a godde0e the Soveraigne. Which opinion ftuck in 
the minds x>f men not many years fithence, by meanes of cer^* 
taine fine fablers, and ioude lyers, fuch as were the authors of 
King Arthure the great, and fuch like, who tell many an un- 
lawfull leafing of the Ladies of the Lake, that is, the Nymphes, 
For the word Nymph in Greece, fignifieth Well-^Vater, or 
otherwife, a Spoufe or Bride. 
Bedighty called or named. 

Chlorisy the name of a Nymph, and fignifieth greennefle, of 
\vhom is faid, that Zephyfus the Weilerne wind being in love 
with her, and coveting her to wife, gave her for a dowrie the 
chiefdome and foveraintie of all flowres, and greeue hearbs, 
growing on the earth, 

Olives bene, the Olive was wont to be the enfigne of peace 
and quietnes, either for that it cannot be planted and pruned, 
and fo carefully looked to as it ought, but in time of peace : 
or elfe for that the olive tree, they fay, will not growe nearc 
the Firre tree, which is dedicate to Ma^s the God of battaile, 
and ufed moil for Speares, and other infiruments of warre. 
Whereuppon is finely fained, that, when Neptune and Minerva 
ftrove for the naming of the Citie of Athens, Neptune ftriking 
the ground with his Mace, caufed a horfe to come forth, that 
importeth war, but at Minervaes ftrofce fprung out an Olive, to 
note that it (hoold be a nurfe of learning, and fuch peaceable 
iludies. 
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■ Bind your, fpoken rudely, and according to fhepbeards (im- 
plicitie. 

Bring, all thefe be names of flowers. Sttps in winCj a flower 
in colour much like to a Carnation, but diflering in fmell and 
quantitie. Flowre deliccy that which they ufe to miflerme 
flowre deluce, being in Latine called Flos delitiarum. 

A beliibone, or a bonnibel, homely fpoken for a ^Eiir maid, 
or bonilafle. 

Forfwoncky andforfwatty overlaboured and funnebumt. 

I Jmo FhctbuSf the funne. A fenflble nairation, and a 
prefent view of the thing mentioned, which they rail Paromfia, 

Cynthia^ the Moone, fo called of Cynthua a hill, where ihe 
was honoured. 

Latonaes feede^ was Apollo and Diana. Whom when as 
Niobe the Wife of Amphion fcorned, in refped of the noble 
fruit of her wombe, namely her feaven fonnes, and fo many 
daughters; Latona, being therewith difpleafed» commauiided 
her foune Phoebus to (lay all the fonnes, and Diana all the 
daughters : whereat the unfortunate Niobe being fore difmaied^ 
and lamenting out of meafure, was fained by the Poets to be 
turned into a ilone, upon the Sepulchre of her children : for 
which caufe the Shepheard faith, he will not compare her to 
them, for feare of misfortune. 

Now rifiy is the conclufion. For, having fo decked her with 
prayfes and comparifons, he returneth all the thanke of hift 
labour to the excellencie of her Maieftie. 

When damfinsy A bafe reward of a clownifli giver, 

YbUnty Y, is a poeticall addition, blenty blinded, 

EMBLEME. 

This poefie is taken out of V^irgil, and there of him ufed 
in the perfon of Aeneas to his mother Venus, appearing to 
him in likenes of one of Dianaes damofels; being there mod 
divinely fet forth. To wliich (imilitude of divinity Hobbinoll 
comparing the excellencie of Elifa, and being through the 
worthinefl'e of Colins fong, as it were, overcome with the huge- 
nefle of his imagination, burileth out in great admiration, (0 
quam te memorem virgo /) being otherwife unable, then by 
fudden filence, to exprefle the worthinefle of his conceite. , 
Whom Thenot anfwereth with another part of the like verfe, 
as confirming by his grant and approvance, that Elifa is no 
whit inferiour to the Maiedie of her, of whom the poet fo boldly 
pronounced, dta eerie. 



MAY. 

AEGLOGA QUINT/V. 
ARGUMENT. 

IN this Jift Aeglogue, under the perfon of tifvo 
Shepheardsj Piers and Palinode^ be reprefented 
two formes of Pajiours or Minijtersy or the 
Prote^ant and the Catholihe; whofe chief e talke 
Jiandeth in rea/bning, whether the life of the one 
muji be like the other; with whom having Jhewed^ 
that it is daungerous to maintaine any felawjhipy • 
or give too much credit e to their colourable and 
famed good wily he telleth him a tale of the FoxCj 
thaty by fuch a counterpoint of craftinejfcy de- 
ceyved and devoured the credulous Kidde. 

PALINODE. PIERS. 
PALINODE. 

IS not thilke the mery moneth of May, 
When love-lads mafken in frefti a ray ? 

Arg. In this Jift Aeglogue, &c.] From the circumftanc^ 
of Sports ufed on holidays, a relick of Popery, the poet takes 
occaiion to inveigh againil the fraud and lazinefs of Romifh 
Prieds. Milton, in his Lycidas^ has plainly imitated the man- 
ner of this Paftoral, T. Warton. 

As Milton Imitated Spenfer, Spenfer appears to have imi- 
tated the fentiments and language of the Ploiomans Tale^ which 
has been entitled *' A complaint againfl the pride and covet- 
oufnefs of the Clergy;" but of which we do not exadly know 
who was the author. See the notes on April, ver. QQ, Todd. 

Ver. 1. U not thilke &c.] This is the original reading ; 
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How falles it, then, wee no merrier beene, 
Ylike as others, girt in gawdy greene ? 
Our bloncket liveries bene all to ladde 5 

For thilke fame feafon, when all is ycladde 
With pleafaunce ; the ground with grafle, the 

woods 
With greene leaves, the bufties with bloofming 

buds* 
Youngthes folke now flocken in every where. 
To gather May-bu(kets and fmelling brere ; lo 
And home they haften the pofles to dightj ' 
And all the kirk-pillours eare day-light, 

and E. K. has accordingly given us an explanation of thitke; 
yet the folio of 16II reads ** Is not this See." And the modern 
editions follow it. Todd. 

Ver. 5. — all to fad,] So the 

old quartos read. And All-to is completely or entirely i 
an expreflion often occurring in our old writers ; and not dif- 
continued, when Milton wrote his Comus ; for he has the fol- 
lowing phrafe, ** all-to ruffled," ver. 380, which was converted 
by feveral modern editors into " all too ruffled," but judi- 
cioufly re-admitted into the text, with an ample illuftration of 
its ancient ufage, by Mr. Warton. The modern editors of 
Spenfer, here adopting the fame fuppofed emendation, have 
likewife printed " all foo fad.'' Todd. 

Ver. 6, whefi all is ycladde 

With pleafaunce ; the ground with grajfe, &c.] Com- 
pare F. Q. i* iv. 38. " With pleafaunce of the breathing 
fields &c.'' Todd. 

Ver. 9. Youngthes] See the note, Nov. ver. 50. Todd. 
Ver. 10. ■ — Ma^-bufkets] Bufket, a diminutive, as 

E. K. obferves ; of bu/ky a word familiar with Chaucer. See 
Rom. R, 54. edit. Urr. 

** For there is nethir buflce nor hay 
** In May, that it n'ill (hroudid bene, 
" And it with newe levis wrene." 
Again, ibid. 102. 

The foune of briddis for to here, 

That in the bu/kis fingin clere.'' T. Wabtoit, 






MAY. 1f9 

With hawthorne buds, and fweete eglantine^ 
And girlonds of rofes^ and foppes in wine. 
Such merimake holy faints doth queme, 15 
But wee here fitten as drownde in dreme. 

Piers. For younkers, Palinode, fuch follies 
fitte, 
But wee tway bene men of elder witte. 

Pal. Sicker this morowe, no lenger agoe, 
I fawe a (hole of (hepheardes outgoe 20 

With finging, and ftiOuting, and iolly chere : 
Before them yode a luftie tabrere, 
That to the many a horn-pype playd, 
Whereto they dauncen eche one with his mayd. 
To fee thofe folks make fuch iovyfaunce, 25 
Made my heart after the pype to daunce : 
Tho to the greene wood they fpeeden hem all, 
To fetchen home May with their muficall ; 
And home they bringen in a royall throne, 
Crowned as king ; and his queene attone 30 

\ - 

.. / 

Ver. 15. Such merimake holy faints doth queme,] That is, 
fuch fports pleafe the faint to whom the church is dedicated. 
To queme is to pleafe^ as in Chaucer's ProL Rem, of Love, ver, 
69. edit. Urr. 

" Thus he fayith her hufbaud for to queme," 

T. Warton. 

So mifqueme is ufed for difpleafe. See the GloflT. to Uity's 
edition of Chaucer. Todd. 

Ver. 28. To fetchen home May &c.] See the old cuftom 
of going a maying, &c. minutely illuilrated, as it is alfo here^ 
in Brand's Obfervations on Bourne's Popular Antiquities, p. ^55, 
edit. 1777. Todd. 

Ver. 29, And home they bringen &c.] There is the elleipfi« 
of kirn [May] after bringen, T. Wakton. 
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Was Lady Flora, on whom did attend 
A fayre flocke of faeries, and a freflt bend 
Of lovely nymphes. (O that I were there. 
To helpen the ladies their Maybuih beare !) 
Ah ! Piers, bene not thy teeth on edge, to 

thinke 55 

How great fport they gay nen with little fwinck ? 

Piers. Perdie, fo farre am I from en^ie, 
That their fondnefle inly I pitie : 
Thofe fay tours little regarden their charge, 
While they, letting their (heep ranne at 

large, 40 

Paflen their time, that (hould be fparely fpent. 
In luflihede and wanton meryment. 
Thilke fame bene fhepheardes for the devib 

fledde. 

That playen while their flockes be unfedde : 

•• , 

Ver. 32. ' bend] Bend, sl band or 

knot. It is ufed in its more literal fenfe by Chaucer, Rom. R, 
1079. edit. Urr. 

" And with a bende of gold taffiled." T. Warton. 

Ver. 36\ . fwinck ?] Labour. 

The fame fubftantive is ufed by. Chaucer, ProL Cant. T. 188. 
edit. Urr. 

" Let Auftin have his fxoinke to him referved." 
The verb repeatedly occurs in the Faerie Queene. Todd. 

Ver. 39. T'hefe faytours &c.] Faitours are deceivers, vaga- 
bond impo/iors. See the F. Q. i. xii, 35. Faytour was pro- 
bably drawn from Chaucer, Tr. and CreJ'. L. i. 927. 

" Thefe/iay/(wr* woldin fpeke in geperal." 
This word is exadly applied, in our author's fenfe, in the 
Ploiomans Tale, namely to the Priejts, where it often occurs as 
the burden of many ftanzas. Thus, v. 2089* &c. 

** All fvichefaitours foule him bifall." T. Wartoh. 



MAT. m 

Well it is feene their fheepe bene not their owne^ 
That ktten them runne at randon alone : 46 
But they bene hyred for little pay 
Of other, that caren as little as they, 
WImt> fallen the flocke, fo they han the fleece, 
And get all the gayne, paying but a peece, 60 
I mufe, what account both thefe will make ; 
The one fer the hire, which he doth take, 
Arid th' other for leaving his Lordes tafke, 
When great Pan account of fliepheards fliall 

a(ke. 
Pal. Sicker, now I fee thou fpeakeft of 

fpigfat, S5 

All for thou lackeft fomdele their delight. 
I (as I am) had rather be envied, 
AH were it of my foe, then fonly pitied ; 



Ver* 45. ^ ' ■ ' ' ■ ! ' ^ at randon] fVitkaut direSion^ 
See alfo F. Q. ii. iv. 7. This is the old word for random. Fr. 
TMndofif the fwiftnefs oi* force of a (Irong and violent dream ; 
whence the pl^rafe, fays Cotgrave, Alter i la grand ran do n, 
to goe very faft, &c. The modern editions improperly read 
random. See G. Douglas's tranflation of Virgil^ JEn. 10. 

, ♦* as thocht men hard the foun 

" Of drannis crowping fleing in the are, 
** With fpedy f£^rd in randoun here and thare/' 
And in other places. So, in the metrical romance of Rubertc 
tkeDevyll: 

" Another knyght thought Robert to alfaylle : 

" Sp>yode .they together with greate raundone.'^ To D D . 

Ver. 5^. — ^ — — — ^ — '- — '■ — his Lordes tq/ke,'] So the 

et^itipii of 1596 reads,! Lordes, the Saxon genitive. Other 

editions jf^Si^^: fjor^% Top p. 

. . Ver. |»4.' f;,y/[\; ... . . ^ ~ — .- (hall ajke.] The edition 

of. 14^6 r^^;<^^QltWafcejf^^ which fome follow. Todd. 
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So oftentimes, when as good is meant^ 
Evil enfbeth of wrong entent. 

The time was once, and may again retorne^ 
(For ought may happen, that hath been be- 

forne,) 
When (hepheards had none inheritaunce, 105 
Ne of land nor fee in fufferaance, 
But what might arife of the bare (heepe, 
(Were it more or lefle) which they did keepe. 
Well ywis was it with (hepheards thoe : 
JJought having, nought feared they to forgoe ; 
For Pan himfelfe was their inheritaunce, 111 
And little them ferred for their maintenauncej 
The (hepheards God fo well them guided. 
That of nought they were unprovided ; 
Butter enough, honny, milke, and whay, ii5 
And their flockes fleeces them to araye : 
But traft of time, and long prpfperitie, 
(That nodrce of uice, this of infolencie,) 
Lulled the (hepheards in fuch feCuritie, 
That, not content with loy all obey faunce, 13^ 
Some gan to gape for greedie governaunce, . 
And match them felfe with mightie potentates. 



. Ver* lag. Jfid $nat€h them Mie,kc.\ 3o. the old quartos 
reocU TheMio^i aodinocteraeditioog^lieift/r/oe^. ButSpeiif<^% 
in this infti^nce, might perhapsl^e^binkiBg of Cbaucer^9f»rfi6Hl;e, 
which: is thlat of> applying the pronaQnoi'^coiioimnaladjeQive 
>e^' both to the plucal as well as the ^gttlar number; as 
*' kern self" for they SE |uF, or, as we ufuajiylsyr iksen^f^^^ 
See Tyrwiiiti's Eflojr oii theiLangiiage and Verfi£L:pf jQlumce^^ 

■ 'J --i 
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Lovers of lordfliip^ ftnd troublers of ftates: ' 
Tho gan (bepheard* fwaines to looke -aloft, 
hxA Wvp»:to liv!5 hiard, and learne to KggB 

Tho, \inder colour of ihepheardsi fomewhile f 
There crept in wolves, full of fraud and guile. 
That often devoumd their owne (beepe^ 
And often the (kepheards that did hem keep : 
This was the firft fourfe of (hepheards forow, i3q 
That now nill be quitt witb baile nor borow. 
Pal. Three thinges to beare bene: very bur-^ 
denous. 
But th^ fmirtb to forbeare is outragious : 
Weman, that of loves longing once luft. 
Hardly forbearen, but have it they muft : 135 

cd. fupr. p. 24-. By degrees, fays Mr. Tyrwhitt, a cuftom was 
introduced 6f annexirtgye^to pronouns in the fmgular number 
only, and ./e/re« to thQfe in tbe plural. Todd. 

Ver. 123. Ltyven of lordfliip,] Sovereignty, So the old 
quartos read. The folios and the modern editions, Lord/hips. 

Todd. 

Ver. 131. '• ~ baile wor borow.] Bail nor 

pledge. The .word barrow is often ufed in this fenfe by (Chaucer. 
See TroiL and Crejl L. ii. 963. edit. Urr, . 

— r " (he laid her faith to borva,** 

Again, Rom. R. 7309. 

" For, though ye borowes take of me, . - 

'* The fikerer fliall ve nevir be 
•* For hoilagis, &c.*\ 
And in other places. In the old Morality of Every-Man^ the 
•word is ufed as a verb in the fenfe of redeem or releafe.. See 
Ijawkins's Orig. of the Drama, vol. i. 58. Contrition is thus 
defcribed : 

'* It is a gament of forowe ; 
. . " Fro payne it wyll you borowe,' Todd. 

G 3 ' 
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So whi^n choler is inflamed ^vi^th tl^e, 
Wandng revenge, is hard to aifivsage : 
And who can couniell a thirftie fdule, . 
With patience to forbeare the offred bdwle ? 
But of ali burdens, that a man can beat e, ^4o 
Moft is, a fooles talke to beare and to heare. ^ 
I weene the geaunt has not fiich a weight. 
That beares on his flioulders the heavens 

height. 
Thou iindeft feult where nys to be found, 
And buildeft ftrong warke upon a weake 
ground : 145 

Thou i?ayleft on right withouten reafen. 
And b Wft hen^-much for finall eoch«ibh. 
How fiioulden ihephearrdes livte, if not fp ? 
What ? (hould they pynen in payne and woe ? 
Nay, fay I thereto, by my dear borrowe, 150 
If I may reft, I nill live in forrowe. 

Sorrowe ne neede be haftened on. 
For he will come, without calling, anone. 
While times enduren of tranquillilie, 
Ufen we freely our felicitie ; 155 

Ver. 147. ^— encbeafon.] Occqfion. 

So Chaucer, Tt\ and Cref L. i. 349. 

** And yet if fhe for other enciefon 
' « Be wroth—" T. Warton. 

Vei*. 148. How fh&ulden &c.] So the quartos reiid. The 
reft, " How woulden 8cc." Todd. 

Ver. 150. Najf, fay / thereto, &c.] This is the emendation 
made by the folio of l6ll. The quartos read, ** JAsiyfaj/d 
I&c.'* TojyD. 



For, when fipprbebeii th^ ftorioie ii^wre^y 
We ineu^bt wkb oue ft^wld^rs bea^ oiS* the ihdrjp 

(howres; 
And, foQth to&ymj noy^t Ibemeth fike ftrifc^ 
That (hefdfteatds £> mtan eclie otheirs life, 
And layen her faults the worlds beforne, i6o 
The vAkAe tlieir foes idDne eacbe of h^im A^orne^ 
Let none miflike of that may not be mended ; 
So ccmteck fo^ne by concord mought be endf d. 
PiEiiS. Shepheard, I lift hq 9<x:ordaunce 
make 
With fhepheard, that does the* right way for- 

And o£ the twaifie, if bbcHfe were to me, i9S 
Had le\ier my foe then my friend h^ be ; 
For. what concosd ban light and darke fam P 

Ver. 159. '■ witen] Blame, This is the 

original reading; but the foUo of 161I has converted it into 
twiten, which the modern editions have followed, fVite is 
from the Anglo-Sax. pitan, Culpare, as the Gloflaries to the 
edition of G. Douglas's Virgil in 1710, and of Urry's Chaucerj 
Jnform us. The verb occurs in F. Q. ii. xii. I6, and in other 
places of the fame poem. The fubftantive w»Ve, that is, blame 
or puni/hment, is ufed by Chaucer, Chan. Yem, Tahy 16421. 
edit. Tyrwhitt: " And but I do, let me have the wite.** It ia 
alfo ufed by G. Douglas, ed. fupr. p. 9« ver. 40. Todd. 

Ver. 160. And layen her faultes &c.] Such is the original 
reading; her for their, according to Chaucer. See E. K.'s 
remark on this expreifion. See alfo the notes on her^ F. Q* 
ii. X. 26. The folio of 1611 and modern editions rejed the 
old word, and read their. Todd. 

Ver, l63. conteck] Conteft. See the note on this 

word,,F. Q. iii. i. 64. T. Warton. 

Ver, l68v For what concord &c.] See il. Cor, vi. 14. 

To&D, 

g4 
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Or what peace has the lion vnih the larabe? '■ 
6uch faitors, when thef r ' &lfe hearts bene 

hidde, 170 

Will doe as did the Fo«e by the Kidde. 
Pal. Now, Piers, of fellowfliip, tell us that 

faying; 
For the lad can keep both onr flockes from 

ftraying. 
Piers. Thilke fame Kidde (as I can well 

devife) 
AVas too very foolifti and unwife ; 175 

For on a time, -in fommer feafon, 
The Gate her dame, that had good reafon, 
Yode forth abroad unto the greene wood. 
To brouze, or play, or what (he thought good r 
But, for fhe had a motherly ca^e . iso 

Of her young fonne, and wit to be war?, 



Ver. 169. Or what peace &c.] The quarto 6f 1586 cor- 
ruptly reads ^^ Or what peace was &c." The folio of 161I 
reflored the original reading. Topd. 

Ver. 177 > The Gate] Northernly fpoken, fays E. K., to 
turn into a. The original reading is Gate ; and yet, not* 
withilanding £. K.'s remark, the folio of l^^ll has printed i\ 
Goat and retained the obfervation which decides it to be Gate. 
The modern editions have followed the fuppofed emendation. 
But I follow the genuine text. Gait is the Scottifh fpelling of 
goat. See Two 4ncient Scottifh Potms, edited, with very valu- 
able remarks, by John Callander, Efq; Edinb. 1782. p. 109« 
" Gaits, goats. Sax. geit, gat ; Jfl, geity capra ; Goth, gateinSj 
haedus.— -Gibfon.' — ^This [gaiY*] is one of the many examples 
where the Scots have retained the orthography and pronqnci* 
ation of the mother language, more exadly than the Englifh.'* 

. TODP, 



MAT. 80 

She fetiher youngling before her knee. 
That was both frefti and lovely to fee, 
And full of favour as Kidde mought be. 
His vellet head began to ftiotote out, ig^ 

And bis wreathed horns gan newly fprout; 
The bloffomes of luft to bud did beginne. 
And fpring forth ranckly under his chinne. 
" My Sonne,*' (quoth fhe, and with that gani 

weepe; 
For carefull thoughtes in her heart did creeps;) 
" God blefle thee, poore Orphanef as he 

mought me, i^ 

And fend thee ioy of thy ioUitie. 
Thy fether,'" (that worde fhe fpake with payne. 
For a figli had nigh rent her heart in twaine,) 
** Thy &ther, had he lived this day, 15* 

To fee the braunche of hi3 body difplaye. 
How would he have ioyed at this fweete fight ? 
But ah ! falfe Fortune fuch ioy did him fpight. 
And cut off his dayes with untimely woe, 
Betraying him into the traynes of his foe. sod 
Now I, a wailefuU widowe behight, 
Of my olde age have this one delight. 



V^r. 1 85. His vellet head] His velvet head. Vellet is the 
ancient orthography, from the Fr. velou, velovette. See velou' 
ettes in Cliaucer, Cant, T, 10958. ed. Tyrwhitt, who refers to 
pu Cange in V. Villofa, Felluetum. Todd. 

, Ver. IS6. — ' wreathed] The quarto of 1586 has 

converted this word into wretched. The folio of 161I has re- 
4lorad the original reading. Todd. 
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To fee thee fueceede in thy Others fteade. 
And flourifli in flowres of kfiihead ; 
For even fo thy father his head upheld, 205 
And fo his hauty hornes did he weld/' 
Tho marking him with mditing eyes, 
A thriUing throbbe from her heart did arife, 
And, interrupted all her other fpeeche 
With fome olde forowe that mad'e a new breache; 
Seemed (he faw in her younglings face 211 

The old lineaments of his SaJthevs grace. 
At laft her folein fileiM^e {he broke. 
And gan his new-budded beaitd to ftroke. 
" Kiddie, (quoth flie) thou kenft the great care 
I have of thy health and thy welfare, 216 

Which many wilde beaftes liggen in wake 
Wot to entrap in thy tender Ifcate : 
But moft the Foxe, maifter of coUofion ; 
For be has vowed thy laft co^ifufion. sso 

Forthy, my Kiddie, be rulde by me. 
And never give truft to his trecberee ; 
And, if he chaunce come when I am abroade, 
Sperre the yate faft, for fear of fraude ; 



Ver. 219- the Foxe i] It is worth remarking, that 

feveral books were written in and preceding the time of 
Spenfer, in which Rome is particularly called the Fox. Such 
were, " The Hunting of the Romifti Foxe," " Yet a Cburfe at 
the Romyfhe Foxe," &c. &c. Todd. ~ 

Ven 220. For he has vowed] This is the original reading, 
which the quarto of 1586* converted into ** was vowed," and 
which the folio of 161I reftored. Todd. 

Ver. 224. Sperre the yate fqfi,] To fpeery or jjwrr, is to 
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Opdn the dof e .^ his r^cyiefi/^ 

So fchooled the Gate her wanton fopne, 
That aunfwer'd his mother^ All ikould b^ done. 
Tho went the penfive danmie out of done, 
And chaunit to ftomble at the thneihold fiore ; 
dEIer&i^biUngiieppefomewhatheraiDaBed, 2si 
^Eof . (uid), asfignes of ill luck^, bene difprnifed ;) 
Yet foi'th ibe yode, thereat half agaH; 
And Kiddie the dore fperred after her £ii):. 
It was not longy a^r (he mzA gone, 255 

But the falfe Fo3&e came to the dore anone; 
Not as a foxe, for then he had be kend, 
But all ^ a pooise pedler he did wend. 
Bearing a trufle of trifles at his backe. 
As bells, and babeis, and giafles, in \m packe : 
A biggen he had got about his brakie ; 241 
for in his beadpeace he fdt a (ore paine : 
His hinder heele was wrapt in a dout,^ 
For with great cold he had got the gout : 



fa(l«n, (hut, ice. And yatt is the DOithern word for gatt, 
Comp^Fe F. Q. T. X. 37. So Chaucer, TroiL md Cref, L. v. 
531. edit. Urr. 

' -^ " he faw her dorisfperrid all." 

And Skelton, Crowne of Lawrell, Poems, edit. 1736, p. 54. 

*' Whan the ttede is ftoleoTJMirre the Aable dur,*' 
So likewife in Ada^a ScoticM ^o. *' A man taay/peir the gate 
to Rome." Again : ^' Many man fpeirs the gate he kens fuU 
well,'' And, in the Yorkshire Glofiaryof i€97f *' to /pear the 
deaur, is to Jhut the door." Todd. 

Ver. 240* As bdksy and babeF,] Tbe lolios and modern 
editions read ^^ As beUs^ and ^o^ie^, iec.^ Todd* 
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'There at the dore he caft me downe his pack, ^45 
And layd him downe^ and groned, ^/ Ahscki 

alaok! 
Ah ! dear Lof d ! and fweet ]%kiht Charttee I ^ 
Thatfome ^ddbody would onjcepitie meml'' 

Well heard Kiddie all this fon^ coaftraint^^ . 
And lasgdtaknowthe caufeof his oompiaint ;^256 
Tho, creeping clofe behinde the wkkets cliiKJi:^ 
Privily he peeped out through a c^inck, 
Yet not fo privily but the Foxe him fpyed ; . 
For deceitful! meaning is double-eyed* >i. 

" Ah ! good , young Maifter" (then gan 1^ 
crj'^e) ' i 235 

** Jefus blefle that fweete face I efpye. 
And keep your corpfe from tbe carefuU iiomidi 
That in my carrion carcas abouiidb/^ 

The Kidd, pitty ing his hc^idnefle, • 
Aiked the caufe of his greal^^diftrefie, . 2^ 
And alfo who, and wheqce that he were. 

Ver, 247. ' ' ■ fxveet Saint Ckaritie,] The- 

common oath of the Catholicks, fays £. K. — 'This faint is often 
introduced in our old poetry. Thus, in the ancient Mofalitj 
of Every ^Mauy Hawkins's Orig. of £ng. Drama, voL i. p. 41. > 
" Shewe me, iot faint Charite^ 
• " Sholde I not come agayne ihortlyf 
Agaiin, ibid. p. 48, 

'^ Tberfore I praye you, go thyder with me 
*' To helpe to make myn accounte, for /ami Ckaritye?* 
So like wife in Gammer Gurtom Needle, ih. p. 214. 

— *' help me to my neele for Gods fake, and fiM 
Qharitie:' 
This faint is alfo OpheTia's .adjuration in HanM : • • ' 
*' By Gis, and by faint Charity, &c." Todd, 
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'Tho he, that had well y€ond his lere» . 
Thus medled his tsdie with many a teare : 
*^ Sicke, ficke, alas ! and little lacke of dead. 
But I be relieved by your beaitlyhdad* S6S 
I km a poore (heepe, albe my colour donne. 
For with long travaile I am brent in the fonne i 
And if that, my grandiire me fayd, be true. 
Sicker, I am very fybbe to you ; 
So be your goodlihead do not difdaine sro 
The bafe kinred of fo iimple fwaine^ 
Of mercy and favour then I you pray. 
With your ayde to foreftall my nere decay/' 

Tho out of his packe a glalfe he tooke. 
Wherein while Kiddie un wares did looke, 275 
He was fo enamored with the newell, 
That nought he deemed deare for the iewell : 
Tho opened he the dore, and in came 
The falfe Foxe, as he were ftarke lame : 

. ' . . . . . . ' 

Ver. 367. For with long truvaUe &cJ] Hughes reads hngei^^ 
and fubfequent editions conform to the miilake. Todd, 

. Ver. 269. -— = fyW>e] Related. Sax. pyb. Soj 

iu Cbaocer's TuU ^f Meltbcue^ edit. Tyrvyhitt^ 1** And tbougb 
fo be that youre kiarede be more fledefait and Qket than the 
Jm of your adverCaries, yet natbel^. . yoiir kincede is but a 
fer kinrede; they ben but .)itel ^^^e . to you, an^ the kin of 
youre enemies ben nigh /6^r to hem.'' So Hkewifi^, in Skelton's 

Elimur Rummimg, Foems^edit.JTSS^ ^',}^^6*^ v 
** She is a tonnifhe gyb : 
** The de^dl md&\eb^j»bJ' . ; 
See aifp F. Qi iii. iilf 26. Todd. . - 

Ver. 270. -^^ goodtihedd] ilie qiiartb of 1586 has 

converted this word into godfy head. The folio of 1611 re* 
Cored the orid»al reading. Todd.. 
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And, for the deawie night now doth liye, 

I hold it beft for us home to hye. 317 



Ver. 316. now dptb wye,] That ii, 

now doth advance. The word ni/e is a verb, and is fo ufed in 
March, ver. 4. 

** The iojous time now ntgheth fall/' 
Yet the folio of l6ll has altered the original reading, and 
gives *' now draw'tk nie." The fiibfequent editions have all 
admitted the errour into the text, Todd. 



PALINODES EMBLEME. 

Pas men api/ios apijiei. 

PIERS HIS EMBLEME. 

Tis (far a pijlis apifto ; 

GLOSS E. 

Thilke^ this fame moneth. It is applied to the feafon of the 
moneth, when all men delight themfelves with pleafaunce of 
jfields, and gardens, and garments. 

Bioncket liveries, gray coats. 

Tclad, arrayed, Y, redoundeth, as before. 

In every where, a ilrange, yet proper kind of fpeaking. 

Bujkets, a diminutive, f. little buibes of liawthorne, 

Kirke, Church, 
. Queme, pleafe. 

AJbole^ a multitude, taken of fi(h, whereof iom& govag in 
great companies, are faid to fwim in a (liole. 

Fo(/c, went. 

loutffaiince, loy. 

Swinckf labour. 
:, i»fy,;. entirely. 

Taitours, vagabonds. 
, Great Fail, is Chrifti the very God of all fheph^ards, which 
calleth hilnielfe tlie great and good (hephe^rd. The name is 
i^oA rightly ^metbinkes) applied to hkoii for Pan figoi^eth all, 
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Of omnipotent, ^hich is only the Lord lefus* And by that 
name (as I remembei*) he is called of Eufebius, in his fifth 
booke De Preparat. Etange. who thereof telleth a proper florie 
to that purpofe. Which ftorie is firft recorded of Pliitarcb, in 
his Booke of the cealing of miracles : and of Lavatere tranf* 
lated, in his booke of walking fpirits. Who fayth, that about 
the fame time that our Lorde fuffered his mod bitter paflion, foi- 
the redemption of man, Certaine perfons fayling from Italic to 
Cyprus, and paffing by certaine ile^ called Paxie, heard a voyce 
Calling aloud Thamus, Thamus, (now Thamus was the name 
of an Aegyptian, which was Pylote of the (liip,) who, giving 
eare to the crie, was bidden, when he came to Palodes, to tell 
that the great Pan was dead : which hee doubting to doe, yet 
for that when hee came to Palodes, there fuddenly was fuch a 
calme of wiude, that the fhip iloode flill in the fea unniooved, 
he was forced to crie aloade, that Pan wa^ dead : wherewithal! 
there was heard fuch piteous outcries,, and dreadfull (hrikingy 
as hath not beene the like. By which Pan, though of fome 
bee underiloode the great Sathanas, whofe kingdome was at 
that time by Chrift conquered, the gales of hell broken up, 
and death by death delivered to eternall death, (for at that- 
timie, as hee fayth, all Oracles furceafed, and enchaunted 
jfpiritcs,,that were woont to delude the people thenceforth 
held their peace :) and alfo at the demaund of tlie Emperor 
Tiberius, who that Pan fhould be, anfwer was made him by the 
tnfeft and beft learned, that it was the fonne of Mercurie and 
Penelope : yet I thinke it more properly meant of the death of 
Chrid, the only and verie Pan, then fuffering for his flocke. 

I as I am, feemeth to imitate the common proverbe, Malvm 
invidere miki omnesy quiim mifere/cere, 

Nas, is a fyncopey for nehas^ or has. not: as nould for 
would not. 

Tko with thenty doth imitate the Epitaph of the ryotous king 
SardanapaluB, which he caufed to be written on his tombe in 
Greeke ; which verfes be thus tranflated by lul^lie. 
" Haec habui quse edi, quaeque exaturata libido 
*^ Haulit, at ilia manent mnlta ac praeclara relida/^ 
Which may thus be turned into Englilh. 

" All that I eat did I ioy, and all that I greedily gorged : 
" As for thofe many goodly matters left I for pthers. 
Much like the Epitaph of a good old Earle of Devonfhire, 
which though much more wifedome bewrayeth th6A Sardana-^ 
napalus, yet hath a fmacke of his fenfuall delights abd bedd- 
linefle: the rimes be thefe : 

VOL. I. H 
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"Ho, ho, who lies be)^ ? 
" I the good EaHe of Devonftiire, 
" And Maald my wife that was full deare; 
"** We lived togithir Iv. yeare. 
** That we fpent, we had : 
** That we gave, we have : 
« That we left, we loft." 
Algrind, the name of a (hepheard* 
, Jil£H of the lay. Laymen, 
Enauttter, lead that. 
Sofcenanccy remembrance. 
Mifcreancey difpraife, or mifbeleefe. 

Ckevifaunccy fometime of Chaucer ufed for gaine : fometime 
of other for fpoile, or bootie, or enterprife, and fometime for 
chiefedome. 

Pan himfelfe, God, according' as is faid in Djeuteronomief 
that, in divifion of the land of Canaan to the tribe of Levi, no 
portion of heritage ftiould be allotted, for God himfelfe was 
their inheritance. 

Some gan, meant of the pope, 'and his antechriftian prelates, 
which ufurpe a tyrannicall dominion in the Church, and with 
peters counterfeit keyes open a wide gate to all wickednefle 
and infolent government, bought here fpoken, as of purpofe 
to denie fatherly rule and governance (as fome malicioufly of 
late have done, to the great unreft and hindrance of tbd 
Church^ but to difplay the pride and diforder of fucby as, in 
ftead of feeding their (heep, in deed feed of their (heepe; 
Sourfef wellfpring and originall. 
BorroWy pledge or furetie. 

The Geaunty is the great Atlas, whom the poets feigne to be 
a huge Giant, that beareth heaven on his Ihoulders : being in 
deed a marvellous high mountain in Mauritania, that now is 
Barbarie, which to mans feeming pearceth the cloudes, and 
feemeth to touch the heavens. Other thinke, and they not 
amiife, that this fable was meant of one Atlas king of the fame 
country, wIk) (as the Greekes fay) did firft finde out the hidden 
courfes of the flarres, by iau excellent imagination; wherefore 
the poets feigned, tiiat hee fuftained the firmament on his 
ihoulders : Many other coniedures needlelTe be tolde hereof. 
fFarkcy worke. 
Ettckeafm^ caufe, occafion. 

Dear ioZ&Wy that is our Saviour, the common pledge of all 
mens deb^ to death. 
Wpien, blame. 
Xmght feemetkf i^ unfeemly. 
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Conteckf ftrife^ contention. 

JF/er, thein as ufeth Chaucer. 

Han^ for have. 

Sam^ tpgither. 

This tale is much like to that in Aefops fables, but the ca- 
taftrophe and ende is farre different. By the Kidde may bee 
underdoode the fimple fort of the faithfull and true Chriflians, 
By his damme Chrift, that hath alreadie v^ith carefull watchr 
words (as here doth the Gote) warned her little ones, to be- 
ware of fuch doubling deceit. By the Fox, the falfe an<| 
faithlefle Papids, to whom is no credit to be given, nor felow* 
fliip to be ufed. 

The Gate^ the Gote : Northrenly fpbkeu, to tume Qlnto A* 

Yodcy v^ent: aforefaid. 

Shee fet, 9 figure called Fi&iOf which ufeth to attribute 
reafonable adions and fpeaches to unreafonable creatures. 

The blqfomes of lufi^ be the yong and modle haires, which 
then beginne to fprout and (hoote forth, when luilfuU heat 
beginneth to kindle. 

And withf a very poeticall pathos. 

Orphane, a yongling or pupill, that needeth a tutor or 
governour. 
' That wordy a patheticali parenthefis, to encreafe a carefull 
byperbaton. 

The braunchf of the fathers bodie, is the childe. 

For even foy alluded to the faying of Andromache to Af« 
anius in Virgil. 

** Sic oculos, lie ille manus^ lie ora ferebat/' 

A thrilling throb, a pearcing figh. 

Uggen, lie. 

Maifter of coUuJion^ f. coloured guile, becaufe the Foxei of 
all beads, is mod wilie and craftie. 

j^parre Me ^d^e, (hut the doore. 

Forfuch, the Gotes Humbling is here noted as an evil ligne. 
The like to be marked in all hiftories : and that not the lead 
of the Lorde Hading^ in King Richard the third his daies«. 
For, bedde his daungerbus dreame (which was a (hrewd pro- 
phefie of his midiap that folowed) it is faid, that in the morning 
riding toward the tower of London, there to fit upon tnatters 
bf counfc^U, his horfe dumbled twife or th rife by the way.: 
which of fome, that riding with him in his company were privy 
to his neare dedinie, was fecretly marked, and afterward noted 
for memorie of his great mifl)£4> that enfued. For being then 
as merrie as man might be, and lead doubting any mortal 
danger, he wad, withia two houres after, of the tyrant.put to a 
il^a^ifuU death* 

H % 
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Ai helleSy by fuch trifles are noted, tlie reliques and fag^ of 
popilh fuperditioii, which put no fmall religion in belles, and 
babies, f. Idoles, and glaiTcs, f. Paxes, and fuch like trumperies. 

Great cold^ for they boaft much of their outward patiencet 
and voluntary fufleratice, as a worke of merit and holj 
huinblenefle. 

Sweet S. Charitie^ the Catholiques common othe, and onely 
fpeach, to have charitie alwayes in their mouth, and fome- 
time in their outward adions, but never inwardly in faith and 
godly zeale. 

Clinckey a keyhole: whofe diminutive is clicket, ufed of 
Chaucer for a key. 

Stovnds, dttes', aforefaid. 

His lere^ his leflbn. 

Medledf mingled. 

Beq/tUheadf a greeting to tile perfo;i of a beaft« 

Sibbe, a kinne. 

Newell^ a uewe thing. 

Toforejall, to prevent. 

Glee^ pheare : aforefaid. 

Deare a price^ his life which he loft for thofe toyes. 

Such end^ is an Epiphonema, or rather the moral of the 
whole tale, whofe purpofe is toinram the Proteftant to beware, 
how he giveth credit to the unfaithful! Catholique : wherof 
we have dayly proofes fufficient, but one mod famous of all 
pradifed of late yeares by Charles the ninth. 

FainCf glad or defirous. 

Our fir lohHf a Popilh prieft. A faying fit for the grolnefle of 
a Aiepheard, but fpokeu to taunte unlearned prieils. 

toifmount^ defcend or fet. 

Nye^ draweth neere* 

Both thefe Emblemes make one whole Hexametre. The 
firft fppken of Pajinode, as in reproach of them that be dif 
truilfull, is a peece of Theognis verfe, intending, that who 
doth^tnbft miftruft is moft falfe. For fuch experience in fali^ 
hood breed^th miftruft in the minde, thinking no leife guile 
lo lurke in others then in himfelfe. But Piers thereto llrongly 
repEeth with an other peece of the fanie verfe, faying as in 
his former fabfe, what faith then is there in the faithlefle ? For 
if faith be the ground of Religion, which faith they daily falfe, 
what hold is there of their religion } And this is aU that 
they fay. 
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AEGLOGA SEXTA. 

ARGUMENT. 

THIS Aeglogue is wholly vowed to the complayning 
of Cotins ill fuccejfe in his love. For being {as 
is aforefaid) enamored of a country laffe Rofa^ 
lindj and having {as feemeth^ found place in her 
hearty hee lamenteth to his deare friend Hobbinoll^ 
that he is now forfaken unfaithfully^ and in his 
Jieade Menalcas another Jhepheard received dif- 
loyally. A?id this is the whole Argument of 
this Aeglogue. 

HOBBINOLL. COLIN CLOUT. 
HOBBINOLL. 

L O ! Colin, here the place whofe pleiaunt fyto 
From other ihades hath weand my wandring 

minde, 
Tell mee, what wants mee here to worke delyte ? 
The fimple ayre, the gentle warbling winde^ 
So^ calme, fo coole, as no where elfe I finde ; s 
The graffie grounde with daintie dayiies digbt, 

Al^G. This Jeghgue &c.] This is one of the moft poetical 
and elegant of the Pailorals. T. Wartok. 

Ver. 1. ^^ — " — - — . — - fyte] Situation. Tlic 

edition of }5S6 improperly reads^^A^, which fucceeding edi* 
tions Jbave alfo adopted. Todd. 

us 
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The bramble bufti, >vljere byrdes of every kinde 
To the waters fall their tunes attemper right. 

Col. O happie Hobbinoll, I blefle thy ftate. 

That Paradife haft founde which Adam loft : 

.1 

Here wander may thy flocke early or late, ii 
Withouten dread of wolves to bene ytoft ; 
Thy lovely lay es here n^aift thou, freely bofte : 
But I, urihappie Man ! whom cruell Fate 
Arid angrie gods purfue from cofte to oofte, 15 
Can no where finde to ihroude my luckle£fe pate. 

Ver, 8. To the waters fall i&c] Sq the fliepherd's boy 
^* tuned his lay unto the waters fait** April v. 36. BrownCi 
vfXiQ often imitates Spenfer with great elegance, thus relates 
the argument of Song iii. B. i. Brit, Faft. ed. l6l6. 
*^ The (hepheards fwain here finging on 
** Tels of the cure of Doridon ; 
'>' And then vnto the waters Jals 
^' Chaunteth the rullicke paftorals/' Tobd. 

Ibid. -^— ! ^ — attemper] Attemper^ or temper^ in 

this fenfe is difufed at prefent; though both feem commodious 
words for poetry. Thus Milton, in La/ddas: , . 

'* Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 
" Tempered to th' oaten flute/' 
And Fletcher, Purp. Ijl. C. ix. ft. 3. 

" Hear'ft bow the larks give welcome to thetiay, 
** Tetnpring their fweeteft notes unto thy lay," 

T. Warton. 
Temper is ufed in this fenfe by the Italian writers. See the 
notes on Milton's Par. L, B. tii. 5^, and on Ljfcidas^ ver. 33) 
edit. 1801. Todd. 

Ver. p. O happie Hobbinoll^ &c.] This ftanza is much in 
the ftile of the firft fpeech of Melib<Bus to Tityrus, in Virgil's 
firft Eclogue. T. Wart on, ... ... 

Ver. 10.' ■ Jhroitde] The word is mifprinted, in 

moft of the old editions, j^(;tf(/er. Todd. 

Ibid. • ^ pate.] Pate was not a 

ludicrous or illiberal word formerly. It occurs in our tranfla- 
tion of the Pfalms : *' His wickednefai fliall fall on his own 
pate/' Pf. vii. 17. T. Warxok. 
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Hob. Then, if bymee thou lift advifed bee, 
Forfake the foyle that fo doth thee bewitch ;; 
Leave mee thofe hilles where harbrough nis 

to fee. 
Nor holy-bulh, nor brere, nor winding ditch ; 20 
And to the dales refart, where fhepheards ritch. 
And fruitfull flocks, bene every where to fee : 
Here no night-ravens Iddge, more black then 

pitch, 
Nor 'elviih ghofts, nor gaftly owles doe flee ; 

But friendly Faeries, met with many Graces, 25 
And lightfoote Nymphes, can chace the lin- 

gring Night 
With heydeguyes, and trimly trodden traces, 
Whilft Syfters Nyne, which dwell on Parhafle 

higbt, 



Ver. 19. 



karbrough] This word harhrmghi 



or herbroughf is mentioned in the Gloflary to Urry's Chaucer 
as (ignifying an inn, a lodging. The fenfe therefore is, Wher9 
you can fee no habitation, no holly<^bufh, &c.^ Todd. 

Ibid. ■ ■ ■ nis] Ne is^ that is, is n6i. 

See the note on nill^ F. Q. i. iii. 43. Nk id thus ufed by 
Chaucer; as v&nart for ne arty i. e. art not ; and nad for ne 
had. See Gloff. Urr. Chaucer. Todd. 

Ver, 20. ■ nor winding ditch ;] Ditch is an 

.emendation made by Hughes ; and the context proves it to be 
right It was before, in all the editions, *'*' nor winding 
mtch,'' Tod I). 

Ver. 27. With heydeguyes, and trimfy trodden traces,] 
Heydeguyes are defined by £. K. a tountry-daunce or rounds 
In Dr. Johnfon's Didionary, I find the word improperly printed 
heydegives. For fee alfo Drayton, (as well a^ Spenfer,) 
JPo/^o/6. edit. l62i. p. 75. 

H 4f 
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Poe make tlieni mufick for their more delight; 
And Pan himfelfe to kiffe their chrittall faces so 
Will pype and daunce, when Phoebe (hineth 

bright: 
Such pierlefle pleafures have wee in thefe places. 

Col. And I, whylft youth, and courfe of 
carelefle yeeres, 
Did let mee walke withouten lincks of love, 
In fuch delights did ioy amongft my peeres ; 35 
But ryper age fuch pleafures doth reproove : 
My faniie eke from former follies moove 
To ftayed fteps ; for time in paffing weares, 
(As garments doen, which wexen olde above,) 
And draweth newe delights with hoarie haires, 

Tho couth I fing of love, and tune my pype 4i 
Unto my plaintive pleas in verfes made ; 
Tho would I feeke for queene-apples unrype ; 

" And wbilft the nimble Cambrian Rills 
'* Dance ffy<fiij^-gf>^ amongft tlie Hills, 
** The Mufe them to Carmarden brings." 
Trace is alfo a technical term in dancing. Thus, in Hawes's 
JJi^orie qf Grannie Atnourc^ &c. 1554. Sign. H. itj. b. 
*' And dame Mufike commaunded curteoufly 
*^ La Bell Pucell with me then to daunce; 
*' Whom that I toke, with all my pleafaunce, 
** By her fwete hande, beginnyng the trace, 
** And long did aaunce, &c/' Todd. 
Ver, 29. •* — > — > — e — . ihdr more delight :] Tbeir greater 
delight. More is often thus ufed by our old writers; See the 
note on F. Q. vi. vi. 12. Hughes and other modem editions in-* 
ftccurateJy lead ** their mere delight." Todd. 
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To give my Rofalind, and in fommer (hade 
Dight gaudie girlonds was my common trade. 
To crowne her golden locks; but yeeres more 
rype, 46 

And loffe of her, whofe love as lyfe I wayde, 
Thofe weary wanton toyes away did wype. 

Hob. Colin, to heare thy rymes and roun* 
delayes. 
Which thou wert wont on waftefuU hilles to 
^ fing, .50 

I more delight then larke in fommer dayea, 
Whofe eccho made the neighbour groves to ring. 
And taught the by rdes, which in the lower fpring 
Did (hroude in (hady leaves from funny rayes, 
t'rame to thy fonge their cheerefuU cheriping. 
Or holde their peace, for ihame of thy fweete 
layes. 56 

I fawe Calliope with Mufes moe, 

Soone as thy oaten pype began to founde. 

Their y vory lutes and tamburins forgoe. 

And from the fountaine, where they fat around, 



Ver. 59» ■ — tamburins] Span, tambqrino. But 

£. K. fays that fotne fuppofe this indrument to be the clarion. 
Dr. Johufon fays it is a tabor or little dntm. What we now 
dail the tambourin^ is very different from the tabor ; as it is 
played on with the hand or fingers, not with a (lick ; and is 
what we daily fee in London in the hands of thofe itinerant 
muiiciaQS) male and female, who accompany the performers on 
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Renne after haftely thy filver found ; 6i 

But, when they came where thbu thy fkill didft 
(howe, 

They drewe abacke, as halfe with ftiame con- 
found 

Shepheard to fee, thenr in their arte outgoe. 



J • ' 



hand-organs. Perhaps the jingling additions to this fpecies of 
drum were not unknown in B. Jonfou's time ; fbr thus he de* 
fcribes them in his Padoral, The Sad S/iepherd^ A. u S.,iii« 

** I will ftudy, 

** Though all the bells, pipes, taboars^TlMBuaiNES 

** That you can plant about me — " 
^ He introduces. the inftrument again ia the next »SceB6,: . *^ 
' ' ■ " to awake 

** The nimble horn-pipe and the tmbvriney ' • ' 

** And mix our fongs and dfuices in. the, wood/^ 
In Drayton's PaOorals, it is called the taburin. The tabmrm 
' is certainly often ufed for a drum in our old romances. But 
Drayton, I conceive, means, after his mafter Speofer, the paf- 
toral inftrument, the tambourifi: See his SAepkeards Garland^ 
1593. Eclog. 4. p. 25. 

" Our mirth is now depriv'd of all her glory, 

" Our tahurins in doleful! dumps are drownd : 

" Our viols &c." T(J©D. 

Ver. 61. ■ Jilver found ;\ This is a frequent 

expreflioh in our old writers. Thus, in B. Young's tranflation 
of Boccace's Amorous Fiametta, 4to. bl. 1. 1587. fol. 56. a. 
" Giuing t willing eare to the fkilfull muiicke, and the^rer 
foundes of thofe inilruments, &c,*' • So> in Sir J* Davi&'s 
Orchefiroy 12mo. edit. 1596. ft. 107. 

" And, when your ivory fingers touch the ftrings 

" Of any ^Iver fowiding inftrument, 

" Love makes them daunce &c." 
And in Richard Edwards's Sono, cited by Shakfpei^re in 
Romeo and Juliet and printed in The Paradife of DaintU 
Devices; " There Mufick with her Jilver found &ic." .Spenfer 
is fond of this phrafe. See F. Q. ii. ili. 24) andj^Hgnfl 
ver. 181. &c. ToDD. 
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. • ■ i 

Col. Of Mufes* HobbinolL I conne no 

Ml, 65 

Por they bene daughters of the higheft love, 
And holden fcorne of homely fhepheards quill ; 
For fith I heard that Pan with Phoebus ftrove, 
Which him to much rebuke and daunger drove, 
I never lift prefume to Parnaffe hill, 70 

But, pyping low in fhade of lowly grove, 
I play to pleafe myfelfe, all be it ill. 

Nought weigh I, who my fong doth praife or 

blame, 
Ne ftrive to winne renowne,^ or pafle the reft : 
With Ihepheard fittes not foUowe flying Fame, 75 
But feede his flocke in fieldes where falls hem 

beft. 
I wote my rymes bene rough, and rudely dreft; 
The fitter they my carefuU cafe to frame : 
Enough is mee to paint out my unreft. 
And poure my piteous plaintes out in the fame* 

The god of (hepheards, Tityrus, is dead, si 
Who taught mee homely, as I can, to make : 

Ver. 75. '- — fittts'\ * This is the true reading. Sec 

the note on F. Q. i. i. 30. The edition of 1586 and fubfe* 
auent editions read^/#. Todd. 

Ver. 8^. — to make:] Make is manifeilly 

ufed in the fenfe oiverfify; and for this we have moreover the- 
teftimony of E, K. Again, in Colin Clouts come home again ; 

"Betides her peerlefle (kill '\n making well, &c.'' 
Tliat is, queen Elizabeth, whom jn another part of the poem 
be calls a " peerlefle |ioe/«^f." Sac aMo Aprils ver. 19. Put- 
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Hee, whilft Bee lived, was the foveraigne head 
Of (hepheards all that bene with love y take: 
Well couth hee waile his woes, and lightly flake' 
The flames which love within his heart had 
bredde, sfit 

And tell us merry tales to keepe us wake, 
The while our flieepe about us fafely fedde. 

Nowe dead hee is, and lyeth wrapt in lead, 
(O why fliould Death on him fuch outrage 
fliowe!) 90 

And all his pafling fliill with him is fledde, 
The fame whereof doth daylie greater growe. 



tenbam, in his Arte of Efiglijk Poejte, generally ufes maker for 
poet, noiHTUX \ and, if we believe Sir J. liarington, it was 
that author who firft brought this ex predion, the fignificancy 
of which is much commended by Sir P. Sidney and Jonlhn, 
into fafliion about the age of queen Elizabeth. See the Apo* 
logyfot Pofficy prefixed to Harington's Ariofto : " Nor to dif« 
pute how high and fupernatural ihe name of a maker is, fo 
chriftned in Englifh by that [then] unknowne godfather, that 
this lail year fave one, Viz. 1 589* ^<Bt forth a booke called Tile 
,Jrte of Englijh Poejie." T. Wauton. 

It may be doubted whether Puttenham was the fir/i who 
applied the Englifli word maker to a poet. For I frnd making 
ufed in the fenfe of a poetical compofition long before his time. 
It occurs in the concluding (lanza of The Churle and the Bi/rdCy 
bl. 1. 4to. Printed at Canterbury, by John MychelK 
Go, lytell queyer, and recommend me 
Unto my mayfter with humble affedlion. 
Be fechynge him lowly of mercy and pyt6 
'* Of this rude makynge to tak^ compaflion/* Tod©. 
Ver. 89. , Nowe dead hee is, &c.] This and the feven fub* 
fequent 'lines are omitted in the quarto of 15979 and in the 
/olios; but the folio of l679 bas acknowledged, at the. ead ol 
the volume^ tlie omiffion. Todd* 
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But J if on mee fome little drops would flowc 
Of that the fpring was in his learned hedde, 
I foone would learne thefe woods to waile my 

woe, 95 

And teache the trees theil* trickling teares to 

(hedde. 

Then fhould my plaintes, caufde of difcurtefee, 
As meflengers of this my plainfuU plight, 
Flye to my love where ever that (hee bee. 
And pierce her heart with* poy nt of worthy 
wight, * 100 

As (hee deferves, that wrought fo deadly fpight. 
And thou, Menalcas ! that by trecheree 
Didft underfonge my laffe to wexe fo light, 
Shouldft well be knowne for fuch thy villanee. 

\ 

Ver. 98. — of this iwy plainfull plight j] In the old 

editions this is here wanting, and was fupplied by Hughes: 
but Hughes and the modern editions have followed the mif* 
taken reading in the firft folio of ** painful plight :'' for Spen- 
fer's own word k plainfull, Todd* 

Ver. 103, ■ underfonge] Utiderfange means to 

take^ to undertake^ to manage^ to tamper with, Chaucer ufes 
the word, Rom. R. ^709. 

'' He UNDisRfONOiTH a grete pain 
** That undertakith to drinke up Seine.** 
And in Gower^s Ballade to K, Hen, IV. 264. 

^* The hed above hem hath nat undirfongen 
« To fet pece, &c.'' 
It occurs in the Old Form of Matrimony, printed by Henry 
Popwell in 1502. " I N uuderfinge thee N for my weddy4^ 
wyf/' We find the word again in November, ver. 22. 

T. Warton* 
The w6rd is Saxon, unbeppen^an vel pon. See Lye's Sax. 
Did. edit. Manning, in which it is rendered capers, captarc^ 
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But fince I am not as I wiihe I were^ 105 

Yee gentle Shepheards ! which your flocks doe 

feede, 
Whether on hylles, or dales, or other where, 
Beare witnefle all of this fo wicked deede; 
And tell the lafle, whofe flowre is woxe a weede, 
And faultlefle faith is turned to faithleffe fere, 
That ihee the trueft fhepheards heart made 

bleede in 

That lyves on earth, and loved her moft dere.' 

Hob. O! carefuU Colin, I lament thy cafe; 
Thy te^rres would make the hardefl flint to 

flowe! 
Ah ! faithlefs Rofalind, and voyde of grace, \i6 
That art the roote of all this ruthfuU woe ! • 
But now is time, I geffe, homeward to goe : 
Then rife^j^ee bleflfed Flocks ! and home apace, 
Left night with ftealing fteppes do you forefloe^ 
And wett your tender lanibs that by you 

trace. ^ 120 

fumere^ accipere, recipere, fufcipere, &c. In the Saxon reading 
of Genefis xKiw^ 67 J where I iaac marries Rebecca, tl^e word 
uobelipens exprelTes what our tranflation renders, '^Ifaac took 
.Rebecca, and (lie became his wife :" which paffage illuftraf^ 
the adoption of this word in the Old Form of Matrimpny. 

Todd. » 

Ver. 119. with ftealing fteppes] ' This is a Very 

poetical as well as juft expreilion. . So, in the did ballad Attri- 
buted to Lord Vaux, preferved among Lord Surrey's po^msi, 
and reprinted in Percy's Reliques of Anc,' Poetry, entitled 
The ^ged Lover renounceth Love : 



, " Fpr Age with STELiKo^ep^ 

" Hath clawde me with his crowch/' , 

Sq in, the old. poeni, entitled Charles and Julia^ two Brittaine. 
Loo^ersy bl, 1« 12mo. Sign.G.. i. the motion of a ihip iiai well 
d^dicribed in the fame words : 

•* Approching neerer to the laiide, 

". each one his tackling plyes; 
** . They ftryke down fayles ; the bark rode on 
, *' with Jlealing Jieppcs likewife." To d D. 



€OLINS EMBLBME. 

I . . . . ., 

Giafpeme fpenta. 

' ■ '■ . . ... . . 

GLOSSE.. 

iSyff, fituation and place^ 

Paradifey A Paradife in Greeke, fignifieth a Garden of pica-, 
fure, or place of delights. So hee compared the foyle, wherein 
HobbinoU made abode, to that earthly Paradife, in Scripture 
called Eden, wherein Adam in his firft creation was placed ; 
which of the moft learned is thodght to be in Mefopotamia, 
the moil fertile pleafant couutrey in the world (as may appeare 
by Diodorus Sy cuius defcription of it, in the hiftorie of Alex- 
anders conqueft thereof,) lying betweerie the two famous Rivers 
(which are faid in Scripture to flow out of Paradife) Tygris 
and Euphrates, whereof it is fo denominate. 

Forfake tktfoyU. This is no Poeticall fidion, but unfeyn- 
edly fpoken of the Poet felfe, who for fpeciall occafion of pri- 
vate affaires (as I have be^ne partly of himfelfe informed) and 
for his more preferment, remooved out of the North partes^ 
[and] came into' the South, as Hobbiuoll indeed advifed him 
privately. 

Tkofe kUleSy that is In the North countrey, where he dwelt» 

J^iff, is not. 

The dales. The South parts, where he now abideth, which 
though they be full of hilles and woods (for Kent is very hilly 
aud woody, and therefore fo called, for Kantjh in the Saxons 
toong fignifieth woody,) yet in refpedl of the North parts they 
be called dales. For indeed the North is counted the higher 
countrey. 

^ Nigf^^ RovenSj &c. By fuch hateful! byrdes, hee meaneth 
gU misfortunes (whereof they be tokens) flying every wbero^ 
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Friendly Faeries. The opinion of Faeries and Elfey is very 
olde, and yet ftickelh very religioufly in the mindes of feme. 
But to roote that rancke opinion of Elfes out of mens hart^^ 
the trutli is, that there be no fuch thing, nor yet the (hadowe'i 
of the things, but onely by a fort of balde Fryers and knavifh 
fliavelings fo faigned, which as in other things, fo in tbat^ 
fought to noufel the common people in ignorance, lead, being 
once acquainted with the truth of things, they would in time 
fmell out the untruth of their packed pelfe and JVIafle-peny 
religion. But the foothe is, that when all ftaly was dit'trad 
into the Fadions of the Guelfes and the Gibelyns, being two 
famous houdes in Florence, the name began through their 
great mifchiefes and many outrages, to be fo odious or rather 
dreadfull iu the peoples eares, that, if their children at any time 
were froward and wanton, they would fay to them that the 
Guelfe or the Gibelyne came. Which words now from them 
(as many things elfe) be come into our ufage, and, for Guelfes 
and Gibelynes, we fay Elfes and Goblyns. No otherwife then 
the Frenchmen ufed to fay of that valiant captaine, the verie^ 
fcourge of Fraunce, the Lorde Thalbot, afterward Earle of 
Shrewfbury, w^hofe noblenefle bred fuch a terror in the harts 
of the French, that oft times even great armies were defai^ed 
and put to flight at the onely hearing of his name. In fo 
much that the French women, to affray their children, would 
tell them that the Talbot commeih. 

Many Graces, though there be indeed but three Graces or 
Charites (as afore is faid) or at the utmofl but foure, yet, in 
refpedt of many gifts of bountie, there may be laid more. And 
fo Mufaeus faith, that in Heroes either eye there fat a hundred 
Graces. And, by that authoritie, this fame Poet in his Pa-* 
geants faith " An hundred Graces on her eyelid fat," &c. 

HeydeguieSy A countrey daunce or round. The conceipt 
is, that the Graces and Nymphs do daunce unto the Mufes 
and Pan bis muficke all night by Moonelight. To figuifie th« 
pleafantneHe of the foyle, 

Peeres. Equals and fellow (hepheards. 

Queene-apples unripCy imitating Virgils verfe* 

'* Ipfe ego cana legam tenera lanugine mala." 

Neighbour groves, a (Irange phrafe in Englifh^ but word foif 
word exprefling the Latin Vfdnaftemora. 

Spring, not of water, but of yong trees fpringing. 

Calliope, aforefaid. Tliis ilaife is full of very poetical! in* 
vention. 

Tamburines, an old kind of initrumeuti which of fome is 
fuppofed to be the Clarion. ^ 
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, Pmwitk PhcAu* : the tale is well knbwne, how that Pan and 
Apollo, ftriviug for excellencie in mulicke, chofe Midas for 
their i|udge. Who, being corrupted with partiall affedion, gave 
the vidoiy to Pan undefipryed : . for which Phoebus fet a paire 
of Afles eares upon his head, &c. 

Tityrus : That by Tityrus is meant Chaucer, hath bene 
already fuflSciently fayd, and by this more plaine appeareth, 
that he faith, he told mery tales. Such as be his Canterbury 
tales, whom he calleth the God of the Poets for his excellencie, 
fo as TuUy calleth Lentulus, Deum vita fuct, f. the God of 
his life. 
, To make^ to verdfie. 

O why J A prety Epanorthofis or corre6lion. 

DifcurtfJU : hee meaiieth the falfenefle of his lover Rofa« 
li^d^, who forfaking him had chofen another. 

Point of worthie wite^ the pricke of deferved blame* 

Menakas, the name of a fhepheard in Virgil: but heere is 
meant a perfon unknpwne and fecret, againft whom he often 
bitterly inveyeth. 

Underfong^ undermine and deceive by Calfe fuggedion. 

Elf BLEME. 

Yon r^ember, that, [in] the firft Aeglogue Colins Poefie was 
Anchor a fpeme : for that as tlien there was hope of favour to be 
found in time. But now being cleane forlome and reieded of 
her, as whofe hope, that was, is cleane extinguiftied and turned 
into defpaire, he reuounceth all comfort and hope of goodnefle 
to come ; which is all the meaning of this Embleme. 

'■ r 
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lULY. 

AEGLOGA SEPTIMA. 

ARGUMENT. 

THIS Aeglogue is made in the honour aftd com- 
mendation of good Jhepheards^ and to the Jhmnt 
and dypraife of proud and ambitious Paftours t 
Such as Mgrrell is here iimgined to be. 

tuomalin: M0RR£LL. 

THOMALXN. 

IS not thilke faiiie a gotebeard proivde, 

: That fittes on yonder bancke^ 

Wbofe' ftraying heard them fdfe doth flirowde 

Emong the buflies rancke ? 
MoR. What, ho, thou ioUy (hepheardes fwaine, 

Come up the hill to me ; 6 

Arg. This Aeglogue &c.] This Padoral refembles in fomt 
refpeds The Plowman's Tale, There is an abfurdity, as Mr. 
WartoD obferves, iii the (hepherds being fo (killed in profane 
and ecclefiailical hifioiy. Todd. 

Aro. Suck as Morrell is here imagined to be."] Elmer, of 
Aylmer> bi(hop of Loudon, is fuppofed to be the perfon here 
defcribed under the anagrammatick name of Morrell^ as I have 
ihewn in the Life of the Poet; although indeed Morell^ as Mr. 
Warton alfo remarks, is a perfon introduced in the Prologue to. 
the Remedie of Love, Urry's Chaucer, p. 526. 

" O fiiflfre yet olde Morell for to plaie." l" odd. 
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Better is then the loWly plaine, 

Als for thy flocke ai:id thee. 
Thom. Ah I God ftiield, Man, that I fhould 
dime, 

And learhe tx> lodke alofte ; lo 

This rede is rife, that oftentime 

Great clynkbers fall ilnlbft 
In humble dales is footing fad:, 

The trode is not fo tickle, 
And thorigh one laH through heediefs haft, 15 

Yet is his mifle not mickle. 
And now the Sunrie hath reared upp 

His fierie-footed teme. 
Making his way betw^ep the Cupp 

And golden Diademe ; ' 20 

The rampant Lyon hunts he fafl. 

With dogges of noylbme breath, 
Wbofe baleful! barking bringes in haft 

Pyne, plagues, aijd dreerie death. 
Againft his cruell fcortching heate, 25 

Where thou haft coverture. 
The waftefuU hilles unto his threate 

Is a plaine overture : 
But, if thee luft to holden chat 

With feely jhepheardes fwayne, 30 

Ver. 14. i— trode] Tread or pati. See the fame 

ftiliftaiitive, F. Q. iii, ix. 49, vi. x. 5. Todd. 

yen 18. ^ — — - — JUrit-footei] See Uie note» t)n thi^ 
fame fine compound, F. Q. i. xii. 2. Todd. 
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Come dowiie^ and learne the little what. 

That Thomaiin can '&yne. 
MoE. Syker thous but a Ifeafie loord. 

And rekes much of thy fwinck. 
That with fond termei^, and widefle wordes, zb 

To Were mine eyes doeft thinke. « 
In evill houre thou hentft in hond 

Thus holy hilles to blaniey 

. Ver. 31. — — — , ' ' , ' ■ wkat,] See the note 

bh this expreflion, F. Q, vi. ix. 7. Todd, 

Ver. 33. . ' — a liqfie loord,} See the Gloffe of 

£• K. And compare Skelton's Poems, ^diU 1736, p. ^6* 

** I fay, thou lewde lurdayne, 

" That, neither of you, twayiie, &c.^' 
Again, p. 212. - . 

" I fay,iyuetenaunt of the Toure, 

" Make this /ttrc/en for to loure, 

'* Lodge him in litle eafe^ 

^' Fede him ^ith beanes and peafe i- — 

" Th^ villaine preacheth openly, &c/' 
In The Hqfjntall of Incurable Fools, tranflatcd from the Italian, 
and publifiied in l600, we have the phrafe ** lourdi/k fooW 
pp.41 and 49* And the yh^er-Loi/RDANE is mentioned in 
Florio's Pref. to his Ital. and Eng. Dictionary. Todd. 

Ver. 36. To bkre mine eyes] This expr^on is frequent 
in oQr old poetiy. Thus Chaucer, Rom. K. 3912. 

" Lecherie hath ycloitibe fb hie ; ^ 

" That, almoft^/erid is mine ete." 
But fee the Prologue to the Remedie of Love, edit. Urr. Ver. 65. 
And Songs SfC. of' Vncertain Aitt hours, firft printed in 1557; 
reprinted in 1717, p. 248. An old lover to a young Gen- 
Uewoman : 

" Ye are top yonge to bring me in, 

^' And I too old to gape for flies ; 

" I have too long a lover been, 

** I^fuch yong babes ihould ifleare mine eyes:^ 
That is, deceive me. See alfo the note on MiHon's expref- 
•Jion, ^*.to cheat the eye mih blear iUufion/' Com. 155, «diu 
1801. Todd. 
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For facred unto faints they ftond, 

And of them han their name, 40 

St. Michels Mount who does not know, 

That wardes the Wefterne coaft ? 
And of St. Brigets Bowre I trow 

All Kent can rightly boaft : 
And they that con of Mufes ikill 45 

Sayne moft-what, that they dwell 
(As gote-heardes wont) upon a hill, 

Befide a learned well. 
And wonned not the great good Pan 

Upon mount Olivet, 50 

Feeding the bleffed flocke of Dan, 

Which did himfelfe beget ? 
Thom. O blefled Sheepe ! O Shepheard great ! 

That bought his flocke fo deare, 
And them did fave with bloudy fweat 55 

From wolves that would them teare. 

Ver. 41. St. MicheU Mount &c.] In Cornwall. Carew, in 
his Survey of that Count^, publifhed in ]60^, introduces the 
following Hues relating to the Mount, fol. 155. b. 
^' Who knowes not Mighels mount and cht^ire, 

" The Pilgrims holy vaunt ? 
'^ Both land, and iland, twife a day ; 
" Both fort, and port of haunt." 
Thefe lines are probably the compofition of Carew ; they are 
not mentioned as a quotation of old rhymes^ as Mr. Warton in 
his iikgenious note on Milton's '* viiion of the guarded Mount,'' 
(in Lycidas) would infinuate : and the late Mr. Headley, in his 
elegant Specimens pf our old Poetry, was of opinion ^hat this 
romantick place was introduced, for the fiHl time, into our 
verfe by Spenfer. Todd. 

Ver. 46. Satfne] This is the original reading, which Uhe 
firft folio has converted into Faine, Modern editiops have alfo 
adopted Faine, Todd. 
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MoR, Beiide, as holy Fathers 6^69 

There is a holy place 
Where Titan rifeth from the mayne 

To renne his dayly face^ to 

Upon whofe toppe the ftarres bene jftayed^ 

'And all the fkie doth leane ; 
There is the cave where Phoebe layed 

The (hepheard long to dreame< 
Whilome there ufed ihepheardes all ' 65 

To feede theyr flockes at will, 
Till by his folly one did fall, 

That all the rea did fpill. 
And, fithens fhepheatds bene forefeyd 

From places of delight, 70 

For-thy I weene thou be afrayd 

To clime this hilles heights 
Of Synah can I tell thee more^ 

And of our Ladyes Bowre; 
But little needes to ftrow my ftore,. , 7^ 

Suffice this hill of our. 
Here ban the holy Faunes recourfe, 

And Sylvanes haunten rathe ; 
Here has the fait Medway his fburfe. 

Wherein the Kymphes doe bathe ; ^sa 

The fait Medway, that trickling ftremes 

Ven 74. And of, our lAdycs B<ywre ;] At Lor etto. 

T. WARTOy. 

Ver. 81. • trickling] The quarto of 15S6 has 

converted this word into Jlricklingf which fome editions h&t<} 
followed. Todd. 



Adowne. the daks of Kent, . 
Till with his elder baother Tbemea 

His hrackifh^ waves be m^nt. 
Here growes melampode tvety where» ss 

And te»biDth, good £ot g^tes ; 
The one my madding kids to fmefe. 

The ne2(t to heale thdr throaty. 
Hereto, the hilks bene nigher heaven. 

And thence the pa&ge ethe ; 90 

As well can proove the piercing levin, 

That feldome £illes beneath. 
Thom, Syker thou fpeakcs Uke a lewd Idrrell, 

Of heaven to ^men fo ; 
How be I am but rode and borrell, 95 

Yet nearer waies I know. 



Ver. 93. ■ ■ ■ . . ' ' — — — — lorrell^] A loq/h^ con* 
temptible feltow. See Chaucer's Boethins^ edit. Urr. p. 363« 
" Every loreli (Uapeth hym to ^vt6& iiewe fraudes, Ace/' See 
alfo ^i/c of BtfMV Pro/. 273, T. Wartok. 

Ver. 95. borrell,] Rvfiick. In Dray, 

ton's feventh Eglog, BorrUL is the name of an old Oiepherd, 
Shep, Garland^ edit. 1593. p. 45. So in Cliaucery Frank* Proi. 
11028. edit. Tyrwhitt. 

" becaufe I am a borel man. 



"At my beginning firft I you befecbe 
** Have me 6xcafi^ of my rude Ijpeche." 
Mif\ in Davifon's Poetical RapfodiCf edit^ l6ll. p. 41 , we have 
" borrell braines." The word is thus explained by a very in- 
genious commentator in the Gloifary to The Cpmplaynt of Scot" 
iandf Edinb. 1801. *• Borrelj coarfe, rude; belonging to the 
common people. From borel; F/. bHreau; Lat. Barb, burellus^ 
fee Ducange ; coarfe brown cloth worn by tlie common people. 
Hence borel folks, borel men, Chaucer ; people drefled in fuch 
cloth. The original word is the Saxou burCy a clpwn, a huf« 
baudmftn/' Toi^d. 

i4 
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To kerke the narre, from God more &rre, ' 

Has bene an olde-faid fawe ; 
And he, that ftrives to touche a fiaFre^ 

Qft flombles at a ftrawe. lOO 

Alfoone may fhepheard climbe to €s^ 

That leades in lowly dales. 
As goteherd prpivd, that, fitting hie^ 

Upon the mountayne fayles. 
My feely (heepe like well belowe, i05 

They neede not melampode. 
For they bene hale enough, I trowe. 

And lykeh their abode ; 
But, if they with thy gotes (hould yede. 

They foone might be corrupted, no 

Or like not of the frowie fede. 

Or with the weedes be glutted; 
The hilles, where dwelled holy faints, 

I reverence and adore. 
Not for themfelfe, but for the fain6b ' 115 

Which han bene dead of yore. 
And now they bene to heaven forewent. 



Ver. 99. ■ to touche a ilarre,] So the firft folio 

* reads. The quartos, "- to touch thejiarres/* Todd, #^ 

Ver. IJl, ' — frowie] Mnfiy or mofy. 

It is alfo ufed in the Faer. Qti. This word, as Dr. Johofon ob- 
ferves, is now obfolete, and /rovzy is ufed in its Head. Topd. 
' Ver. 113. The hilks, where dwelled holyfaintSy 

I revehnce and adorey] Compare Petrarcb'i 
expreiSon, Son, 192. Parte prima. 

e con preghiere onefle 



(( 



** V adoro e 'nchino come cofa fanta." Todd. 
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Their good is with them goe ; 
Their fample onely to us lent. 

That lEils we mought doe foe. iqq 

Shepheards they weren of the beft, 

And lived in lowly leas ; 
And, fith they foules. be now at reft. 

Why dene we them difeafe ? 
Such one he was (as I have heard 125 

Old Algrind often fayne) 
That whilome was the firft* ftiepheard. 

And lived with little gayne : 
And meeke he w^^, as meeke mought be. 

Simple as^ fimple ftieepe ; isa 

Humble, and like in eche degree ^ 

The flocke which he did keepe* ' 
Often he ufed of his keepe 

A facrifice to bring. 
Now with a kidd, now with a (heepe, , 135 

The altars hallowing. 
So lowted he unto his Lord, 

Such favour couth he finde, 
That never (ithens was abhord 

The fimple fhepheards kinde. i4e 

And fuch, I weene, the brethren were 

That came from Canaan^ 



Ver. 124. Why done toe them difeafef] Why do we give 
them uneafinefs? why do we didurb them? Fi. dqfaife, See 
F. Q. vi. V. 40, &c. Todd. 
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The brethren Twelve, that kept ^fefc 

The flockes of mighlie Pan. 
But nothing fuch thilke ihepheard was ^ U5 

Whom Ida hill did beare> 
That left his flocke to fetche a Jaflfey 

Whofe love he bought too de^e« 
For he was proud, that ill was payd, 

(No fuch mought ibepheards be !) i5o 

And with lewd luft was overlaid ; 

Tway things doen ill agree. 
But fhepheard mougbt be meek and miM^ 

Well-eyed, a^ Argus was. 
With fleftily follies undefiled, i55 

And ftoute as fteede of brafle. 
Sike one (fayd Algrind) Mofes was. 

That fawe his Makers faqe. 
His face, more cleare then criilall glafie. 

And fpake to him in place. i6o 

This had a brother (his name I knewe) 

The firft of all hU cote, 
A Ihepheard tru^ yet not fo true 

As he that earft I bote. 
Whilome all thefe were low and lie&, 165 

And loved theyr flockes to feede ; 

Ver. 151. 2ind with lewd /«//?] The firft foFio reads, 
" And with lowd luft ;*' which fome editions have followed. 

TODl*. 

Ver, 156; ■ as Jiecde of braje.] An allufion 

perhaps to tlie ** wonderous horfe of braft," inr the Squiers Talc 
attributed to Chaucer. ToDii. 
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I 

They never ftrwen to be chiefe, 

And fimple was theyr weede : 
But now (thanked be God therefore !) 

The world is well amend, 170 

Theyr i^edes bene not fo nighly wore ; 

Such iimplefle mought them ihend f 
They bene yclad in purple and pall, 

So hath theyr God them blift; 
They reigne and rulen over all, 175 

And lord it as they lift ; 
Ygyrt with beltes of glitterand gold. 

(Mought they good fliepheards bene f) 



Ver. 169. ■ thanked &c.] Ironically. T. Wartok, 

Ver. }77> -^- — r— gUtiera^dl Spcnfer 

thus affededly fpells the participle glittering^ in imitation of 
Chaucer. So, in the FlAmans Tale, ^073- edit. Urr. 

*' That high on horfe willeth ride 

•^ In glitterande gold, oif great array." 
And in the fame>poem, 2105. • 

" With glitterande gold as green as gall." 
Glitterand is very frequently ufed by our author. See F. Q. 
ii. vii. 42, ii. xi. 17, i. iv. l6. Many of Chaucer's a^ive par- 
ticiples are thus terminated, viz.^ttande,fmertandey layghande, 
Stc. {or Jitting, fmartingy laughing. We meet with this termi- 
Ji&tion of the adive participle very frequently in the ancient 
Scottifh poets. T, Wartok. 

1 From inattention to' this ancient termination, moft editions 
read " glitter and gold ;" which feparation of the word glit^ 
terrnid is alio to be found in fome editions of the Faerie Queene^ 
B. i. C. vii. ft. 29. I do not conceive SpenfeFs ufage of this 
5vord to be a particular affe^atiou of Chaucer. For it remairis 
^rft to be proved that the Ploxvmans Tale is Chaucer^s compofi* 
tion. Gower alfo ufes it, as E. K. remarks. In the next 
place this termination, as Mr. Warton allows, was common in 
the Scottifti poetry, . which was familiar to Spenfer. Thus G. 
Pouglas^ in his tranflation of Virgil^ p. ISO. edit. Ruddiman^ 
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Their Pan their flieepe to them has fold, 

I fay as fome have feene. ,i$9 

For Palinode (if thou him ken) 

Yode late on pilgrimage 
To Rome, (if fdch be Rome,) and then 

He fawe thilke mifufage ; 
For Ihepheardes (fayd he) there doen lead, isi 

As lordes done other where; 
Their (heep han crufts, and they the bread ; 

The chippes, and they the cheere : 
They han the fleece, and eke the flefli, 

(O feely ftieepe the while !) 19^ 

The corne is theyrs, let other ihrefli. 

Their bandes they may not file. 
They han great ftore and thriftie flockes. 

Great friepdes and feeble foes ; 
What neede hem caren for their flockes, 195 

Theyr boyes can looke to thofe. 



'< Hir ikalis glitterand brycht.** And in the ancient poeip of 
Chrijis Kirk on the Green^ p. l68. edit. Callanden 

'* Hir glitterand hair, that was fae gowden/' 
The adive participle is alfo often to be found thus terminated 
in Ben Jonfon's Paftoral, The Sad Shepherd. Topd. 

Ver. 191 • Their come is theirs^ let others thre/h,} So^ in 
The PlowfMn's Prolog, edit. Urr. ver. 1983. 

" Thei have the corne, and we the duft." T. Wartok. 

Ver. 192. : — . — file.] Defile. See aifo 

F. Q. iii. i. 62. So the old Scotch Proverb, "A ikabbed ftieep 
Jj/les all the flock :" See Adagia Scotica^ or A ColUHion of 
Scotch PrffoerbSf &c. 12mo. And in G. Douglas's Virgil, edit. 
Ruddiman, p. 48. • 

^ ** Quhat hard mifchauce j^/i^ io thy plefand face V 

Todd. 
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Thefe wlfards welter in wealths waves^ 

Pampred in pleafures deepe ; 
They* hah fat kernes, arid leanjr knaves. 

Their fafting flocked to keepe* 200 

Sike mifter men bene sill niif^one. 

They heapen hllles of wrath ; 
Sike fyrlie fhepheards haA we none. 

They keepen aU the path. 
MoR. H6re is a great deale of good matter 

Loft for lacke of telling ; 206 

Now ficker I fee ^hdu doft but clatter, 

Harme may c6me of melling. 
Thou meddleft more, then (hall have thank, 

To witen (heph^ards wealth ; 210 

When folke bene fatj and riches ranck. 

It is a figne of health. 
But fay mee, what is Algrind, hee 

That is fo oft bynempt ? 
Thom. Hee is a flieplieard great in gree, 215 

But hath bene long ypent : 
One day hee fat upon a hill. 

As now thou wouldeft mee ; 
Bat I am taught, by Algrinds ill^ 

To love the lowe degree ; 220 



Ver. 197. Tkrfe mfdrd^'welter m foealtht xo^ This 

paflage is a ftriking^ example of a pradice often obferved 
indeed to a ridiculous excefs by our old poets, tliat of Allitera'<> 
tion. TdT>i). • 

' Ver. 199. kernes,] See the note on this word in 

ihe View of the State oflreilemd; Todp. " 
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For fitting £q with bafed fcfJp ; ' 

. An eagle fored hye, 
That, weening^ his white head w$^ :cfaaj[ke9 

A (hell-fifti dowaei let; flye ; ^ 
Shee weend the Ihj^U^fifh tOth^ve I^qI^c^ ^ i©* 

But therewith bruzd hi? brayne j i 1 ' 
So now, aftonied with; the flaK>ke, : , . 

Hee lyes in lingriijg ^payn?. , t 

Mo&« Ah ! good Algniid I hU hap mis ill. 

But ihall be better in ti^np* 
Now farewell, Sheplieard, ftt^ tH» h^ill 

Thou haft fuch dou^t tp ^ii^e. n 232 

PALIIfOPE'i; BMBtEMXii 

In medio viHus. 

MORREtLS EMBL^ME. 

GLOSSE. 

AGottlcard: by Gotes in fcript^ce V^r^pjrefM^t^ U)e.^cked^ 
and reprobate, wbofe Paftour alfo muft needes belucn. 

Bancke^ is the foate of hoftoqi^ ; * ' 

Strajfing heardy which wander out of tl|€ w^y of tr^tb. , , 

Alsy for alfo. - 

Climbfy fpokeu of ambition. 

Great cUmben^ according ^ $f|n(H^^ bift viBlfe. ^ Ptf:idunt 
celia gratiore lapfo.^ 

MickUy mu<Qb. 

TheSunne : a reafon why he refufed to dwell oi^^^jOintaiDef ; 
becauiie there is no ihdt^r agahift tlie fcorching Sun, according 
to the time •£ the yeare» whiob is tb§ whpteft moiietb of ^IL 



The Cup and Diademe, he twa Qgne^'ip tb^ firmament, 
through which the funne maketh his courfe. iq tHe inoneth of 

IiiJy. . ', 

Lion, this is poetically (poken, as if the Sun did hunt a I4QII ' 
mtb one do^ The meanii^ whereof is,, that ifx July the Sun 
is jo Leo, At which time the B|ogge Aar, whifb i^ ca)le<i 
Synu«, or Canicula reigneth, with inlmoderate . heate Qaufing 
peililence, drought, and many difeafes. 

Overture^ an open place: the word is borrowed, of the 
Fr:encb, and ufed in good writers. 

To holden chaij to taljs^e and prate, . > 

A loordy was wont among the old Britons to figniiie a Lordk 
And therefore the Danes, that long time ufurped their tyrannic 
hei« in Britaine, were called, for more dread then dig^itie, 
Lurdanes, f. Lord danes. At which time it is faid, that the in* ' 
folenci^ and pride of that nation was fo outragious in ihi^ 
realm, that if it iiortuned a Briton to be going over a bridge, 
and faw the Dane fet foote upon the fame, he muft returne 
backe, till the Dane were cleane over, or elfe abide the price 
of his difpleafure, which was no 1^ then prefent df ath. But 
being afterward expelled, the name oif Lurdane bepai^er fo 
odious unto the people, whom tliey had long opprefl'ed, that 
even at this day they ufe, for more reproch, tO cull the quar- 
tane Ague the fever lurdane. 

Recks much of thy fxxmcke^ countes much of thy paines. 

Weetelejfey not underfloode. 

S MichaeU Mounts is a promontorie in the Wed part of 
England. 

A hill, PamaiTus aforefaid. 

Pan, Chrift. 

Dan, one tribe is put for the whole nation per ^ynefidochm* 

Where Tytan, the Sunne« Which ftcme is to be read in 
Diodorus Syc. of the hill Ida, frppi whence, he faith, all night 
time is to be feene a mightie fire, as if the (kie burned, which 
toward morning beginne^h to gather a rounde forme, and 
thereof rifeth the Sunne, whom the Poets call Tytan. 

Thejhep^eard, is Endymion, whom the Poets faigne to tave 
been fo beloved of Phcebe. f, the. Moone, that he was by her 
kept afleepe in a cave by the fp^ of thirtie yeares, for 
to enioy bis companie. 

There, that is, in Paradice, where, through errour of the. 
fiiepheards upderflanding, he faith, that all (hephe^rds did ufe 
to ieede their flockes, till one, (that is) Adam, by hi? folly and 
difobedieiice, tnfide ail the re(l of his ofspring be debarred 
and fliut t>iM: from thence. 



i 
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Synah^ a hill in Arabia, where God appeared. 
. Our Letdki biywrr, a place of pleafure'fo called. - "'**' 

FfiuneSf or Syhanes^ be of Poets /aigiQed to be gods of ^k 
wood. ' • 

Medway, the name of a river in Kent, which, running by* 
Rochefter, meeteth with Thames, whom he calleth his eld^t 
lirotheT, bodi becaufe hee is greater, and alfo ialleth .fooner 
into the fea. 

Mtmt^ mingled. 

Melampode and Terebinth, be hearbs good to cure difeafed 
Ootes, of the one fpeaketh Mantaan, ai^d of the other 
Theocritus. 

" Terminthou tragoon eikaton acremona.** 
' i^gker heaven : note the fhepheards fimpleneife, which fup- 
pofeth that from the hilles is nearer way to heaven. 

Ijcinn, lightning, which he taketh for an argument to prove 
ihe nighneflTe to heaven, becaofe the lightning doth commonly 
light on high mountains, according to the frying of the 
Foet: 

" Feriuntque fummos fulmina monies/* 

Lorrell, a lofell : 

^ ^rre//, a plaine fellow. 

Narre, nearer. 

Hale, for hole. ^ 

Yede, go. 

Frowye, muftie or mblTie. "" . 

Off/ore, long ago. * 

Forewent, gone afore. 

Thejirjt of Jhepheards, was Abell the righteous, who (as 
Scripture faie^) bent his mind to keeping of (heep, as did 
bis brother Caine to tilling the ground. 

His keepe, his charge, f. his tlocke. 

Lowted, did honour and reverence. 

The brethren, the twelve fonnes of lacob, which were (heep- 
niaiders, and lived onely thereupon. 

Whom Ida, Paris, which being the fonne of Priamus king of 
Troy, for his mother Hecubas dreame, which, beeing with 
childe of him, dreamed fhe brought forth a firebrand, thlit 
fet the tower of Iliuin on^re,*was cw&. fortii on the hill Ida, 
where being fbdred of fhepheards, he eke in time became a 
Ihepheard, and ladly came to the knowledge of' his parentage! 

A laji, Helena, the wife of Menelaus king 6f Lacedemonia, 
was by Venus, for the golden apple to her given, then pro* 
mifed to Paris, who, thereupon with a fort of luftie Trovapft, 
ftol« her out of Lacedemonia, and kept her in Troy^ whick 
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die cfnle of the ten yeares warre io Troj, an^lhe moft 
iamoiis citie of all Afia lamentably lacked and defaced. 

ArguM^ was of the Poets debited to be fall of eyes, and 
therefore to him was committed the keeping of the trans, 
formed Cow, lo : 16 called, becaufe that, in the print of the 
Cowes ibote, there is figured an I in the nuddeft of an O. 

Ui$ namtf he meaneth Aaron : wbofe name, for more de* 
corum, the ihepheard (aith he hath forgot, leafl his remem* 
brance and ikiU in antiquities of holy writ ihould feeme to 
exceede the meanenefle of the perfon. 

Noi/o truCf for Aaron in the abfence of Mofes fiarted afide, 
and coomiitted idolatrie. 

Inpmrpkf fpoken of the Popes and Cardinals, which ufe 
fuch tyrannicall colours and pompous painting. 

Belts^ girdles. 

GlUterandf glittering, a participle ufed fometime in Chaucer, 
but altogither in I. Gower. 

Tkdr PoHy that is, the Pope, whom they count their God 
and greateft (hepbeard. 

Palmudcy a Ihepheard, of whofe report he feemeth to fpeake 
all this. 

WifardSf great learned heads. 

WeltcTy wallow. 

Kenef a Churle or Fanner. 

Sike mtftcr mex , fuch kinde of men. 

Surly y flately and prowde. 

MeUingy medling. 

BenemptCy named. 

GreCf for degree. 

Algrind^ the name of a fliepheard aforelaid, whofe miAiap 
bee alludeth to the chaunce that happened to the Poet iBfchy* 
lui, that was brained with a ihell fiih. 



By this poefie Thomalin conirmeth that, which in his former 
fpeach by fundry reafons he had prooved ; for being both him- 
felfe fequeilred from all ambition, and alfo abhorring it ^n 
others of his cote, he taketh occafion to praife the mean and 
lowly flate, as that wherein is fafetie without feare, and quiet 
without daunger; according to the faying of olde Philofophers, 
that vertue dwelleth in the midfl, beeiug environed with two 
contrarie vices : whereto Morrell replielh with continuance of 
Ihe fame Pbilofoph<l$rs opinion, that albeit all bouutie dwelleth 
in inediocritiey yet perfed felicitie dwelleth in fupremacie. 

yoi,. I. K 
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For tlieyfay, ^nd mofl true it is, that bapptixeileis placed in 
the higheil degree : fo as if any thing bee higher or better, 
then that way ceafeth to be perfect bappinelfe. Much like to 
that which once I heard alledged in defence of humilitte, out of 
a great doctor. '' Suorum Chriftus humillimus f^ which fayiog 
a gentleman in the companie taking at the rebound, beate 
backe agaiue with a like faying of another dodor, as be .fajfde» 
>' Suorum Deu8 altifliinus/' . 
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AUGUST. 

AEGLOGA OCTAVA. 

* i ,/ ■ . N 

t 

ARGUMENT. 

tN this Aeglogue is fet forth a deleStiible contra^' 
verfiey made in imitation of that in Theocritus : 
whereto alfo Virgil faj/iivned his third and feventh 
Atglogue. They chofe for Umpere of their Jirifet, 
Cuddy f a neat 'hear ds boye; whOy having ended 
their c^w/e, reciteth alfo himfe(fe a proper Song, 
whprcof Colin he fait ft was Authour. 

WILLIE. FERIGOt. CUDDIE. 
-WILLIE. 

T£LL mee,, Perigot, what fhalbe the game^ 
Wherefore with mine thoi^ dare thj mu(icli| 
matched ' 

Or bene diy bagpypra renne farre out of f^me ? 
Or hath the crampe thy ioynts benpmd with 
ache? 
Per. Ah ! Willie, when the hart is ill aflayde^ 
How can bagpype or ioytits be Well apayde ? 6 
WiL. What the foiile eviil hath thee fo beftad ^ 

Ven 7. >' I ■ . » I ; . M i--,i, — - heftadf\ So Chancer^ 
%(m, H. edir: Urr. 5796. ' . 

" But he (hoiild yeve, thdt iboile gode had/ 
" To hcim that w^reffi in hede biftad" 
^0, in the Plmmnns Tdle, edit. Urr. 2S43. 

^^ Such a Pope i^ full foule bejltd^y '' 

^ " Aud at the laft wol foule yfall.^' T. Warton. 
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Whilom thou was peregall to the befl, 
Andy wont to make the iolly (hepheards 

With pyping and dauncing didft pafle thfe 

reft. 10 

Per. Ah! Willie, now I have learnd anew 

daunce; , 

My old mufick mard by a new mifchaunce. 
WiL. Mifehiefe mought to that mifchaunce 
befall, 
That fo hath raft us of our meriment; 
But rede me what paine doth thee fo apall; is 
Gr loveft thou, or bene thy youngUnges mif- 
went.^ 
Per. Love hath mifled both my younglinges, 

and me; 
I pine for payne, and they my paine to fee. 

TroiL and Cref. L. 5. 840, edit. Urr. 

i- " His hert aie ^itb tbc ^rCt and witlr tb^ bett ^ > 

" ^tode peregall to dare done what hiro l^ft." 
And in The Bankis of Helicone, an elegaat old Scbttifti ballad 
in Mr. Pinkerton's Maitland colledion : i * ^ 

** Declair,, ye banks of fI^licon,t i - » - 

** Gif ony of your Mufes all, ' ^ 

*^ Or Ny mpbis, n^ay . b^ pr rf §<»/l 
" Unto my Lady fchein." TopD, 
- Ver. X8. ■■.■ « 1 . ■ ■ , » jond tiof my paine 4ofi€j] T^s^ 
the genuine and perfpicuous reading. . )3>ut th^ queu*to of 158S 
reads, '' and they ffta^ paine to fi^e i" and the quarto of 159U 
*' and they may piaine to fee." 8u€ce9diRg editions confidered 
it an emendation perhaps in readipg^ '< and th^ my plamt ta 
fee;'' which the modern editors of Spenfer have not thtnigbt 
proper to dilcaiTd. To do. 



Wit. Perdie^ and wellawaye! ill may tHey 

thrive; 
: Never knew I lovers iheepe in good plight : 20 
But and if in rymes with me thoa dare ilri^ve, 
; Suph fond fantafies (hall foone be put to flight. 
.Pf R. That (hall I doe, though mochell woHe I' 

i&red: 
.Never (haU be (ayde that Perigot was dared. 
WiL. Then lo^, Perigot, the pledge which I 
plight, 25 

A mazer y wrought of the maple warre, 
JWhc^ein is enchafed many a fayre (ight 

Of bears and tygers, that maken fiers warre ; 
And over them fpred a goodly wilde vine, 
Entrailed with a wanton yvy twine. so 

Thereby is a lambe in the wolves iawes ; 

But fee, how faft renneth the fliepheard fwain 
To fave the innocent from the beaftes pawes, 

And here with hia (heepehooke hath him 
(lain. 
Tell me,, fuch a cup haft thou ever feene ? S6 
Well mought it befeeme any harveft queene. 

• 

Pb B . Thereto will I pawne yonder fpotted laanbe ; 

Of all my flocke there nis fike another. 
For I brought him up without the dambe ; 
' Bui Colin Clout rafte me of his brother, 40 

K 3 
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Th»t he,purchaft of me in the phke fieldi ; 
Sore againil my will was I forft to jeeld. 
WiXL. Sicker^ make like aecoubt of his i>ro€lier; 
But who floall iiidge the WBger iromie or loft ? 
Per. That iball yonder heardgrome and none 

other, 45 

Which over the poufle hetherward doth poft. 

WiL. But, for the funnbeame fa f&re doth ^ 

beate. 
Were not better to ihunne the fqortchiDg 

heate ? 
Per. Well agreed, WilHe ; then fet tiiee downe^ 

fwayne ; 
Sike a fbng never heardell thou bat CoHn 

fing. 50 

Cud. Gynne, when ye lift, ye iolly ftiepheardes 

twayne; 
Sike a iudge^ a& Cuddie, were for a king. 
P^R* *^ It fell upon a holy eve, 
WiL. Hey, ho^ holiday i 
Perw When holy Fathers wont taihrieve ; 5S 
WiL. ' Mow ginneth tfads rooadelay. 
Per. Sitting, upon a liillfo hie, 
WiL. Hey, ho, the high hill ! 
Per. The while my flocke did feede thereby; 
WiL., The while thelhephciard felfe did fpill ; 

Ver. 55. -r-r— — — -«< — , - ■ , ■• ' ,- . to^Jh rieve : 1 See^ tke tsotes 
on this exprefliou, F. Q. iv. xii. 26^ To dd< 
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Per. 1 faw die bouncing Bellibone^ 6i 

WiL. Hey, bo, Bonnibell! 
Per. Tripping over the dale alone ; 
WiL. She can trip it very well* 
Per. Well decked in a frocke of gray, 65 
WiL. Hey, ho, gray is greet ! 
Per. And in a kirtle of greene faye, 
WiL. The greene is for maydens meet* 
Per. a chapelet on her head (he >^ore, 
WiL. Hey, ho, chapelet I 70 

Per. Of fweete violets therein \vas ftore^ 
WiL. She fweeter th6n the violet. 



Ver* 61. — ■' f- Belliho?i€^'] See th^ note 

#f E. K. on thid word in hi9 GlolTe on ApriL To dp. 

Ver. 6(J. — — — gray is greet ll G^r^f/ is mourning 

or forrow. See E. K/s Gloffe, and the note on Aprils ver. I. 
Perhaps thie meaning is, Gray is a colour implying fadnefSf 
and therefore unfit for maideais ; but the greene^ as implying 
cheerfulnefs, is. for may dais meet. So Drayton defcribes his 
** may den DowfabeH/* Skep. Garland^ 1593.. p. 60.' 
** She vf^re & (rock of frolicke greene, 
" Might well befeeme a mayden "Queene, 
" Which yeewi^ was^ to fee/' Todd* - 

Ver. 67. ■ kirtle] The commentators on Shak- 

fpeare, in their remarks on Falftaff's oifer of a kirtle to Doll 
Tear-flieet^ K* Sen. IV. Part 2g. A. ii. S. iv. do not con- 
/ider kirtle and petticoat as always fynonymous; the word 
fometimes meaning a mantle or furcoat. See alfo Cotgrave in 
V. " Vafquine^ a kirtle or petticoat ;*' and likewife in V, 
'* Surcotj an upper kirtle, or garment worne over a kirtle;^' 

ToDb. . 

Ver. 7^/ She fweeter &c.] This is the genuine readiujg j^ 
but the quarto of 1586 has converted She into The'y and thofe 
of 1591 and 1597 omit both She and The. The folio of .16 U 
rightly reftored 5/<c, Todd. 

K 4 
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Fee. My. Q:ieepe did le^ve t\mr vrsmibed (wir 

WiL. Hey, ho, feely ftieepe I, 

Pee. An4 gazd on her a$ they were wpod^ H 

Wi L. Wood as he that did them keepe« 

Pee. 4^ the bonilnfle p^iTed bye^ 

Will. Hey^ ho, bonikiifle i 

Pee. Sh^ rovde at mqe with glaiincing eye^ ; 

)/riLa As cleare as the criftall glafle : «6 

Pee^ All as the funny beame fo bnghti . ^ 

WiL. Heyj hoi the ri^jae-*be£|.iiie ! 

Pee. Glauoceth from Pbcebus face fo/thnght^ 

WiL. So love into thy be»rt did ftreame : 

Pee. Or as the thonder cleaves the cloudes, 85 

WiL. Hey^ ho^ the thonder ! 

Pee. Wherein the Ughtfome levin ibroudes, 

WiL. So cleaves thy foiile afonder : 

Pee. Or as Dame Cynthias filver ray> 

WiL. Hey, ho, the moonelight I 90 

Pee. Upon the glittering wave doth play, 

WiL. Such play is a pitteous plight. 



Ver. 75. - — - ^ — ■' — •< '-^ — wood,} Mad. See 

the note on this word, F. Q. i. i v. 34. Todd. 

Ver. 79. -r^ -i rotde] The old fpelling of roved. But 

the folio of 1611 reads royde, Todd. 

Ver. 87. — ■ levin] Lightning. Perhaps 

adopted from Chaucer. See The Wif of Baih^s Frol. 5858,' 
edit. Tyrwhitt. 

" With wilde thonder dint and firy leven 

Mote thy welked Qekkie be to-broke/^ Todd. 
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Pbji. The glaiince into my heart did glide, 

WiL. Hey, ho, theglyderl 

Ssitr Therewith my foule was (harply gryde, 95 

WiL, Such woundes foon wexen wider, 

PsR. Hafting to raunch the arrowe out, 

WiL. Hey, ho, Perigot ! 

P«Ri I left; the head in my heart*root, 

Wi L« It was a defperate (hot. lOd 

Per. There it ranckteth aye more and more,- 

WiL. Hey, ho, the arrow ! 

Per. Ne caa I find falve for my fore, 

WiL. Love is a carelefe forrow. 

Per. And though my bale with death I bought, 

WiL. Hey, ho, heavie cheere I 106 

PfiR. Yet (houldthilklalle not from my thought, 

WiL. So you may buye golde too deere. 

Per. But whether in payhefull love I pyjie, 

WiL. Hey, ho, pinching payne ! no 

PfiR« Or thrive in wealth, (he fhalbe mine, 

WiL. But if thou can her obtaine. 

« 

Per. And if for gracelefle griefe I dye, 

WiL. Hey, ho, gracelefle griefe ! 

Per. Witnefle ftie flue me with her eye, lu 

WiL. Let thy folly be the priefe. 

Per. And you, that fawe it, fimple flieepe, 

WcL. Hey, ho, the fay re flocke! 

Per. For priefe thereof, my death ftiall weepe^ 

WiL. And mone with many a mockc. 120 
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Per. So learnd I love on a holy eve, 

WiL. Hey, ho, holy-day I 

Per, That ever fince my heart did greve, 

WiL. Now endeth our roundelay/' 

Cud. Sicker, (ike a roundle never heaid I none; 

Little lacketh Perigot of the beft, 126 

And Willie is not greatly overgone. 

So weren his under*foi^es well addreft.- 
WiL. Heardgrome, I fear me tboo, have a 

fquint eye ; - 

Areede uprightly, whx> has the viftorie.- iso 
Cud. Fayth of my foule, I deeme eche hare 
gained ; 

Forthy let the lambe be Willie his owne ; 
And for Perigot, fo well hath him payned, 

To^him be the wroughten mazer alone. 
Pe R. Perigot is w^ll pleafed with the doome, 135 
Ne can Willie wite the witelefie heardgroMae. 
WiL. Never dempt more right of beautie, I 

weene, 
The fhepheard of Ida that iudged Beauties 

queene. 
Cud. But tell me, Shepheards, (hould it not 
yihend ^ 

Your roundek frefti^ to heare a doleluU verft 

Ver. 125. — — — a roundle] So Chaucer, in T\c Legende 
^f ^oorf fTowcw, edk. Urr. ver. 423. 

" And many an hynine, for your holy daie$, 

** That hightin balades, ro«(/z/*/virelale5.*' T. Warton. 
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C>f Roiymd (who knowes not Roftlmd ?) ui 
That Colin made ? ylke can I you rehearfe. 

P^». Now fiiy it^ Ctiddie, as thbnart a ladde ; 

With mery thing its good to medle fadde. 

"Wit. Faythof my foule^ thou (halt ycrouried bo 
In Cohns fteede, if thou this fong areede ; 146 

For never thin^ on earth fo pleafeth me 
As him to heare, or matter of his deede* 

Cud. Then hften ech unto my heavie lay, 

And tune yoiir pypes as ruthfull as yee may. 15a 

^' Ye waftefoll Woodes! bear witnefle of my 
- woe. 



Ver. 142. — i- ■ ■ ! . . . i i <«. j> ■ ylke] Tket^ of the fams. 
So Chaucer, FroU Cant. T. 64, edit. Tyrwhitt. ^* This ilke 
worthy Knight &c/' Again, Kn. Tate^ 3035. " All goth that 
ilke way/' It is a common Scottifh expreflion. Hence, fays 
Ruddiman, in his GlofTary to G. Diouglas, " the ordinary S. 
phrafe. Of that iUty (AS. thaet ylca,) i. e. of the fame, when 
a knight's or laird's furname and title are the fame, jis Pitcairm 
of' that iikj Grant of that ilk, &c. which is commonly reckoned 
a (ign of the antiquity pf the^mily, and that the perfon \^ 
chief of the blood ; though fometiiaes it is otberwife." 

Toj>D. 

Ver. \Ag^ ThmiyUtt ^c] ^n& Song, which follows, !». 
ijiilinguifhed by a peculiar arrangement; of, words. £vfi^ 
feventh verfe is an echo to the preceding. And Perigot de« 
clares bioifdf! ia vapUiie^ at eaiik turning of the verfes,: v. 191, 
This Song of Colin is alfoconfidered by Webbe^ in bis Di/eourfi 
of'Engi^ PveiriCy 158^, a$ a rare device and pretty* invention 
in compofition, framed upon Jix words prettily ^irn'd and 
wound up tpgej^her; not unlikei lohp Graunges devica of 
amkiogtlie lajl words df certain numbeP of vtrfis faW into Jenfe. 
ITie fame critick relates, that there were feveral performances 
m this mature o/Eekfies privately paflrng among the fined poets 
of ouFiiuthor« time. TqjSi>.' <^ "* i* 
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t* And you ttat feel no woe, whea as Ihe 

found 
. Qf thefe my nightlie cries ye heaire apaf t, 

liefi breake your founder fleepe^ and pitic 
V augment'* ^ 

P£a> \0 CoUri, Golin! the ftiepheardes ioye, 390 
How I admire ech turning of thy verfe ; 

AndCiirddi?, frelhe Cuddie,^ the liefeftboye, 
How dblefuHy his dole thou didil rehearfe ! 

Cod. Then bfew your fjypM, Shleph^ards, till 
you be at home; * 

The night high^th fall, y ts time to be gorle. 195 

Ver. 191. i of Uiy xitrft /] Still 

apoftrophizing to Colin. Hughes improperly reads " tkt 
T<Brfe,"[ WihiGl| 6tl>ef e^itjoWs^^§ ftH^<>Wtd^ ^^^^ ^ f 
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ila/jfe, bereft, deprived. 

Mi/went J gone aft ray. , 

III maf/f according to Virgil. 

*' Infelix O Temper ovis pecus." 

A mazer : So alfo doo Theocritus and Virgil feigne pledges 
of tbey r ft rife. 

Enchafed, engraven. Such prettie defcriptions every where 
ufeth Theocritus, to bring in bis IdylHa. • For >which fpeciall 
caufe indeed, hee by that name termeth his Aeglogues ; for, 
Idyllion in Greeke fignifieth the ftiape or piAure of any thing, 
whereof his booke is full. And not as I have heard fome 
fondly guefle, that they bee called not Idyllia, but Haedilia^ 
of the poteheards in them. . \ 

Entrailedy wrought betweene. 

Harvefi Qt/eenv/The maner of coantrey folke inharveft time. 

Poujt^ Peafe. ' V 

It fell upon : Perigot maketh all his foug in pr^ife of his Love, 
to whom Willye anfwereth every under-verfe. By Perigot who 
is ment, I cannot Uprightly fay : but if it be wl|a is f^ppafed^ 
his Love deferveth no lefte praife then he giv.eth her» 

GreetCy weeping and complaint. 

Chaplety a l^inde of Garland like a crowne. , . 

IteviUy Lightning. 

Cynthia^ was faid to be the Moone. 

Grydey pearced. 

J5i*^ f/*, ^t unlefle. , , 

Squi$t a/Cy partiall iudgement. ' 

Eche kavcy Jo iaith Virgil. t 

*^ Et vitula tu dignus, & hie &c.'* 

fhomcy hicfgemefyt. 

Dempty for deemed, iudged. . 

IFite the' witekj/cy blame the blamelefle. 

The^epheard of IdAy Was faid to be Paris*' . - 

Beauties Queeney Venus, to whom Paris adiudged the golden 
Apple,'^ the price of hir beautie. 

- ■ ' \ 

• , EMBLEME. ^, 

The meaning hereof is verie ambiguous: for Perigot by his 
poefie claiming the conqueft, and Wiilyenot yeeldilig, Cuddie 
the arbiter of theyr caufe, and patron of his owne, feemeth 
to challenge it, as his due, faying, that hee is happie which 
can; To abruptly epdilig,. but hee meaheth eyther him, that 
can wis the beft, or moderate hiu^felfe beil)g bed, aad leave 
uff with the bell. 
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A£GLOGA NONA. 



ARGUMENT. . 

HEREIN Diggon Davie is deoifed to be ajhejh 
heard that^ in hope of more gaine^ drove his 
Jheepe into a Jarre countrey. The abufes whereof 
find loofe living of popijh prelates^ by occajionof 
HMinols demaund, he difcourfeth at large. 

HOBBINOLL. DIGGON DAVIE. 
HOBBINOLL. 

DIGGON DAVIE ! I bid her god day ; 
Or Diggon her is, or I miflay. 

Dig. Her was her, while it was day-light, 
But nowe her is a moft wrietched wight : 
For day, that was, is wightly paft, s 

And now at earft the dirke night doth haft. 

Hob. Diggon, areede who has thee fo dight; 
Never I wift thee in fo poore a plight. 

Ver. 6, — — dirke] Dirk is the old nortiieni 

word for 4<irk, See the Gloif. to G. Douglas's Virgil. Some* 
editions, however, depart from the old quartos, and read darke.- 
And yet ver. 102 mieht have fet them right : ** Diggon,.! pray^ 
thee, fpeake uot fo Mrke." Toi>i>. 
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Where is the favre flocke thou was woont'to 

' lead? 
Or bene they chaffred, or at mifchiefe dead ? lo 
Dig. Ah ! for love of that is to thee moft 
leefe,' 
HobbinoU, I pray thee gall not my olde greefe; 
Sike queftion rippeth up caufe of new woe^ 
For one, opened, mote unfold many moe* 
Hob. Nay, but forrow clofe (hrouded in 
heart, 35 

I know, to keepe is a burdenous fmart : 
Ech thing imparted is more eath to beare ; 
When the rayne is fallen, the clouds waxen 

cleare. 
And nowi fithence I faw thy head laft, 
Thrife three moones bene fully fpent and paft; 20 



Ver. 10. ' Or bene they cliaflfred ?] Sold or exchanged. So 
Chaucer, ManofLawe's Tale, edit. Urr. 135. 
^* In Surrey whilom dwelt a Company 
" Of Champmen rich, and thereto fad and true, 
". That wide were fentin their fpicery, 
** Clothis of gold, and fattin rich of hew ; 
** Their chafare was fo thrifty, and fo new, 
** That every wight hath dainty to chafare 
" With them, and eke to fellin them their ware/' 

T. Wartok. 

Ver. il. of that is] Of that which is. Again, 

ver. 138. ** And cleanly cover that [which] cannot be cured. 
Numerous examples of this elleiplis occur in Spenfer. Todd. 

Ibid. ■ — — leefe,] Grateful or dear. 

Many inftaiJces of this word occur in Chaucer. See the GloflT. 
to Urry's Chaucer. And thus, in the Merch. Tale, ver. 1004-, 
afe Mr. Warton alfo obferves, ** Mine own dere brOthir, and 
my lejji lord." Todd. .... 
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Since when thou hiift meaTored much ground) 
And wand red weele about the world rounds 
So as thou can many thinges relate ; 
But tell rae firft of thy flockeai eftate^ 

Dig. My ftieepe bene wafted; (wae is qae 
therefore!) ^s 

The ioUy (hepheard that was of yore. 
Is now nor ioUy, nor (hepheard more. 
In forreine coaftes men fayd was plentie; 
And fo there is, but all of miferie : 
I dempt there much to have eeked myilore^ 3d 
But fuch eeking hath made my heart fore* 
In tho countries, whereas I have behe,^ 
No beeing for thofe that truly mene ; 
But for fuch, as of guile makea gaine, 
No fuch country as there to remaine ; 35 

They fetten to fale theyr (hops of (hame, 
And maken a mart of theyr good name : 
The ftiepheards there robben one another. 
And lay en bay tes to beguile her brother ; 
Or they will buye his (heepe out of the cote, 40 



Ver. 31. But fuch eeking ^af A made my heart J&reJ}, So 
Chaucer^ TroiL and Cref. L. i. 706, edit. Urr. 

' ■ " thefe folios, that their forowesccfe 
** With forowe, &c." T. Warton. 
See alfo the note on eeke, F. Q. i. v. 42. Todd. 

Ver. 37. — — ^— mart] Thifi is the old and genutn( 

reading; but the foilo of l6ll altered it to market^ which 
later editions foll^^v. To d d . 

Ven 39. — -t- i* her] Their. See the note^ 

o» F. Q. U. ;x. 26'. Topb. 
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Or they will earVeii the ihepheardes throte. 
The ihepheardes fwayne you cannot w^U ken. 
But it be by his pridfey frota other mea ^ ' 
They looken bigge as bulles that liene bate. 
And besQreii the cragge fo ili^ and fo ftate; . 45 
As cocke on his dunghill crowing cranck« 

Hob. Diggon, I am ib difFe and fo {lanck> 
That uneth 'may I ftand any more ; 
And now the wefterne winde bloweth fore^ 
That now is in his chi6fe foveraigntee, ^ 

Beating the Withered kafe from the tree; 
Sitte we downe here under the hill ; 
Tho may we talke and tellen our fill. 
And make a mocke at the blufteriiig^ blaii:) 
Now fiiy on, Diggon, whatever thou haft. 55 



Ver. 41. Or they will carven the Jhephedrdes tbrote.] St> 
Chaucer, Kn, Tale^ v. 2015, edit. Urr. 

■ '■ " with throte ycorve, 

" A thoufand ileine — " 
And, in the Leg. of Philom, 107. ed. fupr. 

" And with his fwerd her tong oflf kerfithhe/^ 

T. Wartox. 
Add the Legende of Hypermn^ra^ ver. 134. 

" And fliall I have my throte ycorve atwo ?" Todd. 
Ver. 46. M cocke on his dunghiU^ crowing cranck.] Crank 
is lufty^ couragious. See Miuilieu, in V. See alfo Draytou'i 
Sheplieards Garland^ edit. 1593. p. 6l. 

'* Like chanteclere he crowed cranck e, . j 

" And pip'd with merrie glee/' Todd. 

Ver. 47. — ' ftanck,] ireary or faifitf 

from the Italian adjective j?a»co, as Dr. Jobnfon has obferved. 

Todd. 

Ver. 50. That nowe i* &c.] The quarto of 1597 anid the 
folios omit nowe. Todd. 

l2 
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DiG« Hobbin, ah Hobbin ! t curfe the 
fiound 
That dver I caft to have lorne this ground i 
Wel-away the while I was fo fond 
To leave the good, that I had in bond. 
In hope of better that was uncouth ; 60 

So loft the dogge the fieftrin his mouth. 
My feely ftieepe (ah ! feely flieepe !) 
That here by there I wilome ufde to keepe, 
AH were they luftie as thou diddeft fee, 
Bene all ftarved with pyne and penuree ; 65 
Hardly my felfe efcaped thilke paine. 
Driven for neede to come home againe. 

Hob. Ah ! fon, now by thy lofle art taught 
That feidom chaunge the better brought: 
Content who lives with tryed ftate, 70 

Neede feare no chaunge of frowning Fate.; 
But who will feeke for unknowne gayhe^ 
Oft lives by lofle, and leaves with payne. 

Dig. I wote ne, Hobbin, how I was be- 
witcht 
With vayne defire and hope to be enricht: 75 



Ver. 65. Bene allfiaroed with pyne and penuree :] See the 
fame exprelTion, F. Q. i. ix. 35, 

" His raw*boue cheekes, through /^cwune and p?W, 
" Where flironke into his iawes, bcc," 
Hall has well converted the words iitio pineful penurj/y Sat. 2. 
B. 5. 

** And gript the mawes of barren Sicily ' 
With long conflraint oi pineful penurf. " ToD d. 
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But, ficker, fo it is, as the bright ftarre 
Seeiheth aye greater when it is farre : - 

I thought the foyle would have made me rich. 
But now I wote it is nothing fich ; 
For eyther the (hepheards bene ydle and ftiU, • 
And ledde of they r iheepe what way they will, si 
Or they bene falfe, and full of covetife^ 
And caften to compaffe many wronge emprife: 
But the more bene fraightwith fraud and fpight, 
Ne in good nor goodnes taken delight, - 85 
But kindle coales of conteck and yre, ^ 
Wherewith they let all the world on iire ; 
Which wh6n they thiriken againe to quench, ) 
With holy water they doen hem all drench. 
They ikje they con to heaven the high-way^ 90 
But by my foule I dare underfaye ; 
They never fette foote in that fame troad. 
But balke the right way, and ftrayen abroad. 
They boaft they han the devill at commaund. 
But afko hem therefore what they han paund : 
Marrie ! that great Pan bought with deare 
borrow, 96 

To quite it from the blacke bowre of for row. 
But they han fold thilke fame long egoe. 
Tor they woulden draw with hem many moe. 

Vpr. g6, ' that great Pan with great borrow,] 

Compare ilf ay, ver. 111, 150, together with theGlofleof E. K. 
OQ the expr^ilions in thofe lines Pan and deare bc^rrow^ and my 
jiote on borroW) ver. 131. Topd. 
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But let hem gahge alone a Gods name ; loa 
As they ban brewed, €q let hem beare blame/ 
Hob* Diggon, I praye thee fpeake not fo 

dirke ; 
Such myfter faying me ieemeth to*mirke. 
: Dig* Then, plainly to fpeake of (hephdards 

mofte what, ^ 
Badde is the bed ; (this Engliih is flat.) 165 
Their ill haviour garres men miflay 
Both of theyr do6irine, and they r fay. 
They fayne the world is much war then itwcmt. 
All for her (hepheardes bene beaftiy and blont. 
Other fayne, but howe truely I note, 110 

All. for they holden ihame of their cote : 
Some fticke not to fay, (bote cole on her tongue !) 
That like mifchiefe grafeth hem emong. 
All for th^ caften too much of worldes care, 
To deck her daihe, and enrich her heire ; -' 115 



V/er. lOS; r— r ; — , ' • ■■ ■ ' . — *-r- to-ittirke.] Very el^cure 

or dark. See Chaucer, Horn. it. 5339* Of the moop ecl|pfed: 
" The (hadowe makith her hemes merke, 
" And her homis to Ihewin derke," 
&o likewifey in Adagia Scotica, or A ColleBion of. Scotch Pro* 
verbs, &c. Colleded by R. B. Very ufefuU and delightfull. 
Lond. 12ino. i66&. " A ff{irlf mirror is a mans mind." Todd* 

Ver. 104. • what,] Affairs^ &c. See 

the note on mhaU F. Q. vi. ix. 7. Todd. 

Ver. 108. They fay the teorld is much war &c.] See the 
notes on the ** world — warre old/' F. Q. iv. viii. 31. Todd. 

Ver. 109. — blont.] Stupid or unpo' 

Ji/ked, Hence the old phrafe, " bluntnejfe ofTvitte" for " dul- 
neffe of minde." See Barret's J/reflnc, 1580, in V. Blunte, 
Bee alfo F. Q. vL xi. 9. Todd. 
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'For filch encbeafon, if you goe nie, 

Fewe chimnies reeking you (hall efpie* 

The fat oxe, that wont ligge in the ftall. 

Is nowe faA Hailed in her crumenall. 

Thus chatten the people in their (leads^ i» 

Ylike as a monfter of many heads : 

But they, tliat ihooten heareft the pricke, 

>Sayne, other the fat from their beards doe? 

lick : . 

For bigge buUes of Bafan brace hem about. 
That with their homes batten the more ftoute ; 
But the leane foules treaden under foot, 126 
And to feeke redrefle mought little boote ; 
For liker bene they to pluck away more. 
Then ought of the gotten good to reftore : 
For they bene like fowle wagmoires overgraft. 
That, if thy galage once fticketh faft, 131 

The more to winde it out thou doil fwinck. 
Thou mought aye deeper and deeper finck. 
Yfet better leave off with a little lofie. 
Then by much wrefliing to leefe the grofle. ids 

Ver. 119, cnimenaU.] Purfe^ irom 

the Lat. crumena^ as Dr. Johnfoo bas noticed. Todi>. 

Ver. 130. wagmoires] Q,uagmires. 

TdD0. 

Ver. 131. Thaty if thy galage] This is the genuine reading. 
But it is corrupted in the quarto of 1597 and in the folios^ 
which read " lliat if anif galage &c.'' Which the modern edi* 
tions alfo follow. Todd. 

Ibid. — — — ^ golage] See the note on this word, 

in Februarie v. 244. T. Waiitok. 

l4 
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Hob. Nowe, Diggon, I fee thou fpeaJk^ 

too plaine ; 
Better it were a little to feine, ?" 

And cleanely cover that cannot be cured ; 
Such ill, as is forced, mought needes bee ech 

dured* 
But of fike paftourea ho we done the flocks 

creepe ? i40 

Dig* Sike as the fliepheards, like bene her 

ftieepe, 
For they nill liften to the (hepheards voice ; • 
But if he call hem, at their good choice 
They wander at will and ftay at pleafure. 
And to their folds yeade at their owne leafurc. 
But they had be better come at their call.; u6 
For many han unto mifchiefe fall, 
And bene of ravenous wolves yrent. 
All for they nould be buxoipe and bent. . 
Hob. Fie on thee, Diggon, and all thy foule 

leafing j i50 

Well is knowne that, fith the Saxon king. 
Never was wolf feene, many nor fome. 
Nor in all Kent, nor in Chriftendome ; 
But the fewer wolves (the footh to faine) 
The more bene the foxes that here remaine. 



Ver. 145. tfeade] This emendation occurs 

in the firft folio. To yead or yede is to go, and frequently oc- 
curs in the Fatrie Qu^ene, The quartos here read i/eeld. 

. TODD, 
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Dig. Ym, but they gang in more fecret 
wife^ 156 

And with (beeps clothing doen hem difguife. 
They walke not widely as they were wont. 
For feare of raungers and the great hunt, 
But prively proUing to and froe, 166 

Enaunter they mought be inly kno\^^. 

Hob, Or privie or pert if any bin, 
We ban great bandogs wil teare their fkin. 

Dig, In deede thy Ball is a bold bigge cur. 
And could make a ioUy hole in their fur: i65 
But not good dogs hem needeth to chace, 
Bat heedy (hepbeards to difceme their face ; 
For all their craft is in their countenaunce. 
They bene fo grave and full of maintenaunce. 
But {hall I tell thee what my felf knowe 176 
Chaunced to RofEn not long ygoe ? 

Hob. Say it out, Diggon, whatever it 
hight. 
For not but well mought him betight : 



Ver. 158. They walke not &c.] This is the original, and 
indeed the obvious, reading and fenfe. Yet the firft folio has 
converted walke into talke, and modern editions have con* 
formed to this ridiculous miftake. Todd. . 

Ver. 162. Or privie or pert] Open or fecret. So Chaucer, 
m/e of Bathes T. 1113. edit. Urr. 

'* Lo ! who that is mofl vertuous alwey 
" Frivy and apert^ and mod tendith aye 
'^ To do the gentle dedis that he can, 
" Takith him for the grettift Gentilman." 

T, Wartok,. 
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He is fo raeeJfce, wife, ^nd merciable. 
And with his word his work is convenable* i7» 
Colin Clout, I weene, be his felfe boye, 
(Ah, for Colin ! he whilome my ioye :) 
Shepheards fich, God mought us many fend, 
"That doen fo carefully theyr flacks tend. 
Dig. Thilke fame Ihepheard mougbt I well 

marke, i8o 

He has a dogge to bite or to barke ; 
Never had (hepheard fo keene a cur, 
That waketh and if but a leafe fiur. 
Whilome there wonned a wicked wolfe. 
That with many a larribe had gutted his guile. 
And ever at night wont to repayre i86 

Unto the flocke, when the welkin fhone fayre, 
'Yclad in clothing of feely ftieepe. 
When the good olde man ufed to fleepe ; 
Tho at midnight he would barke and bi^, 190 
(For he had eft learned a curres call,) 
As if a woolfe were emong the fheepe : 
With that the ihepheard would breake his 

fleepe. 



Ver. 174. " ' ■ mereiaihlej'] An adje6tiv^ 

repeatedly ufed by Chaucer. So, in J Bailadtj edit. Urf. 
p, 556. 

" O merclfull, and O mrciable^ 

" Kyng of kyngis, &c." 
And in the itom, R. 1 864. 

" To make thefe Ladies merciahkj* 
And in other places. To 06. 
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And fend oat Lowder (for fo his dog hote) 

To raunge the fields with wide open throte, 193 

Tho, ;when as Lowder was far away, 

This wol viih (faeepe woulde catchen his pray, 

A lamhe, or a kid, or a weanell waft ; 

With that to the wood would hee fpeede him 

feft. 
Long time he ufed this flippery pranck, 200 
Ere Rofiy could for his labour him tbancL 
At end, the ihepheard his pra&ife fpyed, 
(For Roffy is wife, and as Argus eyed,) 
And, when at ei^en he came to the flocke, 
Faft in their foldes he did them locke, 205 

And tooke out the woolfe in his counterfeit cote. 
And let out the flieepes bloud at his throte. 
Hob. Marry, Diggon, what ihould him 

affrays c 

To take his owne where ever it laye ? 
For, had his wefand been a little widdcr, 210 
He woulde have devoured both bidder and 

(bidder. 
Dig. Mifchiefe light on him, and Gods 

great curfe. 
Too good for him had bene a great deale worfe ; 
For it was a perilous beaft above all. 
And eke had hee cond the ibepheards call, 21s 

Ver. 215. cond] Learnt* So in ver, £K), 

caa fignifies to know. Toi/o. 
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And oft in the night came to the Ihee^ 

cote. 
And called Lewder, with a hollow throte. 
As if the olde man felfe had beene : 
The dogge fais maifiers voice did it weene. 
Yet halfe in doubt he opened the dore, . 226 
And fanne out as he was wont of yore. 
No fooner was out, but, fwifter then thought. 
Fad by the hyde the woife Lowder caught ; 
And, had not Roffy renne to the fteven, 
Lpwder had bene flaine thiike fame even. 22s 
Hob. God ihield, Man, hee ihoul^ & iU 

have thrive, 
,All for he did his devoyre belive. 
If fike bene wolves, as thou haft told. 
How mought we, Diggon, heflo behold ? 
Dig. How, but, with heede and watchfiill- 

nefle, 236 

Foril^en hem of their wilineQe : 
For-thy with ihepheard iittes not pky. 
Or fleepe, as fome doen, all the long day ; 

Ver, 32*. — '■■■ fteven,] A'otft. So Chaucer, 

Leg. ofPkilomela, ttt. 101. 

" Slie cryith fufter with full Ioud« jtroai." 

T. Wa RToic, 

T. 2.27. AUfor ke Jidiit devoyre belive.] " Becaufi^ b« 

liis duty pi-omptly or gmckli/." The word devoyre beiog 

c'reiich dcvuir, duty ; and helive being often ufed for qukkbf 

ilie V. Q. bome modem editions Itrangely confonnd the 

■enfe bv having admitted believe, iuflead of Mive, into the text. 

Hughes is the faUier of the error. Todd. 
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BuH ever liggen in watch and ward, 

From fodaine force their flocks for to gard. 535 

Hob. Ah ! Diggon, thilke fame rule w6re 
too ftraight, 
All the cold feafon to watch and waite: 
We bene of flefti, men as other bee, 
Why (hould we be bound to fuch miferee ? 
What-ever thing lacketh chaungeable reft, 240 
Mought needes decay, when it is at beft. 

Dig. Ah ! but, HobbinpU, p.11 this long tale 
Nought eafeth the care that doth mee forhaile ; 
What (hall I doe ? what way (hall I wend. 
My piteous plight and loffe to amend ? 245 
Ah ! good HobbinoU, motight I thee pray 
Of ayde or counfell in my decaye. 

Hob. Now by ray foule, Diggon, I lament 
The haplefle mifchiefe that has thee bent; 
Netheleffe thou feeft my lowly faile, 250 

That froward Fortune doth ever availe : 
But, were HobbinoU as God mought pleaie, 



Ver. 234. in watch and ward,] So, in F. Q. 

i. iii. 9* " He kept bott watch and ward." This expreilion 
occurs in the " Statutes and Ordenaunces of Warre, made by 
kynge Henry the viii'th. bl. 1. Empr. hy R. Pynfon, 1513," 
Sign. A. vi. " For kepynge of watche and warde, Alfo that 
euery man be obeyflaunt to his capitayne, and vnder his capi- 
tayne kepehis watch and his warde, &c." Todd. 

Ver. 251. That froward Fortune doth ever availe.] If 
the poet wrote availe, the meaning is more perfpicuous by 
reading Merer inflead of e??er, as Mr. Warton fuggefts: that is, 
Thou feeft my lowly fail, my inability ; for froward fortune can 
ijever avail. Todd. 
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Diggon (hould foone finde iavour and eafe : 
But if to my^cotage thou wilt rdbrt, 
So as I can I will thee comfort; ; \ps 

There mayft thou ligge in a vetchy bed. 
Till fairer Fortune fhew forth his head. 

Dig. Ah ! HobbinoU, God mought it thee 
requite ; 
Diggon on fewe fuch friendes did ever lite. 259 

BIGGONS EMBLEME. 

Inopem me copia fecit. 

GLOSSE. 

The Diale6l and phrafe of fpeech, in this Dialogue, fecmeth 
-fomewhat to differ from the common. The caufe whereof is 
fiip|>ofed to be, by occafion of the partie herein meant^ who, 
being verie friend to the Authour hereof, had beene long in 
forrain countreys, and there feene many dii^rders, which he 
here recounteth to Hobbinoll. 

Bidde keff Bidde good morrow. For to bidde, is to pray, 
whereof commeth beades for praien, and fo they fay, To bidd^ 
hiB beades, f. to fay his praiers. 

IVigktly^ quickly, or fodainly. 

Chaffred, folde. . 

Dead at mifihiefe, an unufuall fpeech, but much ufurped pj 
lidgate, and fometime of Chaucer. 

Lerfe^ Deare. 

Ethe^ eafie. 

Thrife three Moones, nine monethes* 

Meafuredf for traveiled. 

ff^ae, woe, Northernly. 

Eekedj encreafed. 

Carvetiy cutte. 

Keh^ know. 

Cragge, neck. 

State, iloutiy. 

Stanck^ weary or faint. 

And now : hee applieth it to the time of the ycare, wl 
in the ende of harveil, which they call the fall of the lea 
which time the Wedenie winde beareth mod fwaye. 



ydtMC^e^ Imitatiog Horace, ** Debes luditriumViSiUiiJ^* 

Lorne^ left, 

SootCj fweete. 
,, Uncoutkj unknowne. 

Berc by^ tJkerCy here and there. 

As the bright^ &c. tt^anflated out of Mantuan. 
. Eanprifey for enterprife. Per SyACopen. 

CetUeck, ftrife* 
^ Tfjodc^ path. 

Marrkthaty that is, their foules, which by PopUh exor* 
eifmes and pradifes they damne to helL 

BlacU, helL 

Gangy goe. 

Misery manner* 

Mirkcy obfcure* 

Warrcy worfe. 

Crumeaally purfe« 

Braccy compalTe. . * 

EnckefoHj occafion* 

Overgrq^y overgrowne with graife. 

Galag€j (hoe. 

Thegrojjty the whole. 

Buxome and benty meeke and obedient. 

Saxon King, King Edgare that raigned here in Britaniein the 
yeare of our Lord [959 &c.] Which King caufed all the Wolves, 
whereof then 'was Itore in this country, by a proper policie to 
be deftroied. So as never fince that time,' there have bene 
Wolves here found, unlefle they w.ere brought from other 
countries. And therefore HobbinoU rebuketh him of untruth, 
for faying that there be Wolves in England. 

Nor in Chri^endome : this faying feemeth to be ibrange and 
unreafonable : but indeed it was wont to be an olde proverbe 
and common phrafe. The Originall whereof was, for that moil 
part of England in the raigne of King Ethelbert was chridened, 
Kent only except, which remained long after in miibeliefe and 
unchrideued : So that Kent was counted no part of Chriilen* 
clome. 

Great hunty Executing of lawes and iuflice. 
Enaunter, lead that. 
J«/y, inwardly: aforefaid. 
Privie or perty openly, faith Chaucer. 
Rojfyy the name of a ihepheard in Marot his Aeglogue of 
Robin and the King. Whom he here commendeth for great 
care and wife governaunce of his flocke. 

Colin Clout : Now I tbinke no man doubteth but by Colin is 
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meant the Authors felfe, whofe efpeciall good friend Hoblnnoll 
faith hee is, or more rightly Maifter Gabriel Harvey : of whofe 
efpeciall commendation, as well in Poetrie as 'Rhetoricke and 
other choice learning, we have lately had a fufficient triall in 
divers his workes, but fpecially in his Mufarum Lacrynics, and 
his late Gratulationum Vaktinenjinm, which booke, in the pro- 
grefle at Audley in Eifex, he dedicated in writing to her Ma- 
iedie, afterward prefenting the fame in print to her HighnelTe 
fit the worihipful Maifler Capels in Hertford (hire. Befide other 
his fundry jmoft rare and verie notable writings, partly under 
unknowne titles, and partly under counterfaite names, as hi^ 
Tyranttomqfiix, his Olde Natalitia, his Rameidos, and efpeCially 
that part of PkilomufuSj his divine Anticofmopolita, and divers 
other of like importance. As alfo, by the name of other fliep- 
heards, he covereth the perfons of divers other his familiar 
friends and beft acquaintance. 

This tale of RofFy feemeth to colour fome particular A6lion 
of his. But what, I certainly know not. 

Wonned, haunted. 

Welkin f (kye : aforefaid.* 

A weanell wafie^ a weaned yongling, 

Hidder andjhiddery he and fhe^ Male and Female. 

SteveUj noyfe. 
' Belive, quickly. 
. IFhat every Ovids verfe tranflated. 

" Quod caret alterna requie, durabile non eft." 

Forhailey draw or diftreffe. 

VetcMey of Peafe ftraw. 

£MBLEM£. 

This, is the faying of Narciflus in Ovid. For when the 
foolifh boy, by beholding his face in the brooke, fell in love 
with his owne likenefie; and, not able to content himfelfe with 
much looking theron, he cried out, that plentie made him 
poore, meaning that much gazing had bereft him of fence. 
But Diggon ufeth to other purpofe, as who that, by tryall of 
many wayes, had found the worft, and through great plentie 
was fallen into great penury. This Poefie 1 know lo have 
bene much ufed of the Authour, and to fuch like effe^l, iis firft 
Narciflus fpake it. 



OCTOBER. 

AEG LOG A DEC I MA* 
ARGUMENT* 

IN Cuddie is fet out the perfed; patern of a Poet^ 
tvhichy finding 7iO maintenance of his Jiate and 

Jiudiesy complaineth of the contempt of Poetrie^ 
and the caufes thereof: Specially having bene i7i 
all ageSy and even amongji the moji barbarous, 
alwaies offingular account and honour ^ and being 
indeed fo worthie and commendable an art ; or 
rather no art^ but a divine gift and heavenly in^ 

JiinB not to be gotten by labour and learnings 
but adorned with both; and poured into the wittc 
by a certaine Enthoufiafmos and celejiiall injpira- 
tion, as the Author ht^reof elfe where at large 
difcourfeth in his booke called The Englilh Poet, 
which booke being lately come to my handes, 
I minde aijo by Gods grace, upon further advi/e- 
menty topublijk. 

PIERS. CUDDIE. 
PIERS. 

CUDDIE, for (hamey holde up thy heavie 

head. 
And let us caft with what delight to chace 

Ver. 2. eaft] Confider^ repeatedly fo ufed in i\m 

Taer. Qn. See F. Q. i, iL 2, i, ii. 37, i. vi. 3, &c. Todd. 

VOL. I. M 
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And weary this long lingring Phoebus race* 
Wfailome thou ^^nt the (hepheards laddestQ 

leade 
In rimes, inridles^ and in bydding baie; s 
Nowe they in thee, and thou in ileepe arte, 

deade. 

Cud. Piers, I have pyped erft fo bng with 
payne, 
That all mine oten reedes ben rent and wore. 
And my poore Mufe hath fpent her fpared ftore. 
Yet little good hath got, and much lefle gayne. 
Such pleafaunce makes the grafliopper fo poore, 
And ligge fo layd, when winter doth her 
ilraine. 

The dapper ditties, that I wont devife. 

To feede youth es fanfie, and the flocking fry, 

Ver. 5. . in hydding hafe^ The game of 

baft or prifon-bafe. See the note on .F. Q. v. viii. 5. Mr. 
Malone, in a note on Shakfpeare's Two Gent, qfVerona^ cen- 
fur«s Dr. Warburton for faying t^at thQ country exercifQ, in 
which fome purfue and others are made prifoners, was caHed 
Bid ifte bafe : " Dr. Warburton isi not quite accurate ; The 
gajme was not called Bid the Bafe, but the Bqfe/' Now it 
ftould l^m, by this expreflion of Spenfer, that Dr. Warburton 
was not inaccurate* Todd, 

Ver. 12. — — ligge] Lie. See alfo ver. 63. The . 

word in ufed by Chaucer. It is yet common in the north of 
England. Todd. 

Ver. 13. Tke dapper ditties^] The neat or pretty fongs &€• ; 
So Drayton, in his Shep. Gutiandj ed. 1593, p. 13. _ % 

— — " tune thy reed to dapper virelays.'* Tpoir. 
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Delighten much ; what I the bett forthy ? 15 
They han the pleafure, I a fclender prife : 
I beate the bulh, the byrdes to them do flie : 
What good thereof to Cuddie pan arife ? 

Piers. Cuddie, the praife is better then the 
price, 
The glory eke much greater then the gayne : 
O what an honour is it, to reftraine 21 

The luft of lawlefle youth with good advice, 
Orpricke them foorth with pleafaunce of thy 

vaine. 
Whereto thou lift their trained willes entice ! 

Soone as thou gynft to fette thy notes in frame, 
O how the rural routes to thee do cleave ! 26 
Seemeth thoU doeft they r foule of fenfe bereave. 
All as the (hepheard that did fetch his dame 
From Plutoes balefuU bowre withouten leave ; 
Hisi mufickes might the helliih hound did tame. 

. CxTD. So pray fen babes the peacocks ipotted 
trayne, 31 

# • ■ 

Ver. 15. — r — r— — bett] Better. So Chauqef 

ttfes it, Man oftttmes Tale, 453*, edit. Tyrwhitt. 

*^ Bet is to dien than have indigeoce/' Todd. 

Ver. 31. Sopra^jfen babes &c.] What fignifies it, fa^s the 
"Shepherd, to receive no other recotnpence than praife ?. Lm* 
datur et alget. Aridoph. Equ. 531. 
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And >^'ondt*en at bright Argus blazing eye; 
But who rewardes him ere' the more fortfiyt 
Or feedes him once the fuller by a graine ? ■ 
Sike praife is fmoke, that (heddeth in the {kie ; 
Sike words bene winde, and waften foone in 
vaine, 3.6 

Piers. Abandon then the bafe and viler 

clowne ; 
Lift up thy felfe out of the lowly duft. 
And ling of bloody Mars, of wars, of giufts ; : 
Turne thee to thofe that weld the awfuU^rownie, 
To doubted knights, whofe woundleffe O'rmovr 

rufts, ^ 41 

And heltnes unbruzed wexen daylie browns. ' 



Ver. 39. Andfmg ofbloady MdrSy &c.j He fieenus now to 
have intended the Faerk Que^ne, T. Wart on. 

Ibid. ' giufts ;] Jiifis 6^ iauT' 

nantente. See F. Q. i. i. 1 . " As one lor knightly giufis and 
fierce encounters firtt." Todd. 

Ven4(). weld] Wield. So, i» 

F. Q. ii. X. 32. '* Who peaceably the fame long time did 
weld" viz. the crown. T. Warton. 

Ver. 41. To do urbted knights y] Verhd.ps douhUd may be a 
contradion for redoubted j as in Skelton's Elegy on the death of 
the Earl of Northumberland, Foems^ ed. 1730^ p. 280. where 
the Earl is termed, 

" 'Ine myghty Lyon doutted by fe and lande." 
However, fee the old bl. 1. edition of Bevis of Hampton^ whicb 
begins thus : 

" Liften, Lordings, and hold you ftill ; 
" Of tfott6^f> men tell you I will :" 
"Thiit is, doughti/ or brave raen. Todd. . ' 

Ver. 42. And helmes unbruzed] The expreilion of ^^ fliieldd 
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There may thy Mufe diipjay Iher fluttryig wing. 
And ftretch her felfe at large from eaft to weft; 
Whither thou hft in fay re Elila reft, 45 

Or, if thee pleafe in bigger notes to ling, 
Advaimce the Worthy whom ftiee loveth be ft. 
That firft the White Beare to the Stake did 
bring. 

And, < when the ftubborne ftroke of ftronger 

ftound^ 
Has fomewhat flackt the tenor of thy firing, 50 
Of love and luftihead tho maift thou fing. 
And Carroll lowde, and leade the Millers rounde, 
All were Ehfa one of thilk fame ring ; 
So mought our Cuddies name to heaven founde. 

Cud. In deede the Romifti Tityrus, I heare. 
Through his Mecsenas left his oaten reede, 56 



b'ruifed/' occurs in Bevis^f Hampton y old bl. 1. edit. Sign. H# 
4. So, in Shakfpeare's K. Rick. III. 

«* Our bruijld arms hungup for monuments.'' Todd. , 

Ver. 49. ilounds] Times or occft* 

Jions. See the Gloff. Urry's Chaucer, in VV. Stound and 
JStou/ides. See alfo F. Q. i. viii. 38, i. xi. 36*, &c. Todd, 

Ver. 51. luftihead] Joilitp. See F. Q. i. ii. 3, 

iii. X. 45, vii. yii. 33, The firft folio reads luJtlHtead. Todd,' 
Ver. 52* ' And carroll lowde,] Hence Milton, in his Comus^ 
y&ti 849* 

— — " the J?iepherds At thoir feftivals j 

" Catrol her goodnefs loud in ruftick lays." 
And P. Fletcher, PUc. Eclog. l633, p. 7. 

And carol lowd of love and love's delight." Todd. 

M 3 
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Whereon hee earfl: had taagfat his flocks t6 

feede, 
And labonred lands to yeeld the timely eajre, * 
And eft did iing of warres and deadly dreede^ 
So as the heavens did quake his verfe to hearer 

But ah ! Mecaenas is yclad in claye, 6i 

And great Augiiftus long ygoe is dead. 
And all the worthies liggen wrapt in lead^ 
That matter made for poets on to playe: 
For ever, who in derring-doe were dread, 6^ 
The loftie verfe of hem was loved aye. 

But after Vertue gan for age to ftoupe. 

And mightie Manhood brought a bedde of eafe,^ 

The vaunting poets found nought worth a* 

peafe 
To put in preace among the learned troupe; 70 
Tho gan the ilreames of flowing wittes to ceafe^. 
And funnebright honour pend in fliamefuU 

coupe. 



Ver. 61. Bui ah / Mecmias &c.] Sae Juveaal, Sat. v\\, 
94-, et feq. 

" Quis tihi Mecaenas? &c." 
Compare alfo Mantuan's fifth Eclogue. Todd. 
Ver. 65, For ever, who in derrhtg^doe xoere dreads 

The iqftie verfe of' hem was loved aye,'} This feenis 
to be copied from Claudian, Praf. ad II. Conf: StiL 
" Gaudet enim Virtus teftes (ibi jungere Mufas : 
** Carmen amat quifquis carmiue digna facit." . 

JoatzN^ 
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And if that any buddes o£ Poelie, 
Yet of the old ftocke, gan to ibooteagaine. 
Or it mens follies mote to-force to fain, 75 

And roUe with reft in rymes of riband rie; 
Or^ as it fprting, it wither mui); againe ; 
Tom Piper makes us better melodie* 

Piers. O pierlefle Po'efie ! where is then 
. thy place ? 
If nor in princes pallace thou doeft fit, so 

(And yet is princes pallace the moft fit,) 
Ne breft of bafer birth doth thee embrace. 
Then make thee wings of thine afpiring wit. 
And, whence thou camft, fiie backe to hea?en 
apace. 

Cud. Ah! Percy, it is all-to weake and 
wanne, 85 

So high to fore and make fo large a flight ; > 
Her peeced pyneons bene not fo in plight : 
For Colin fits fuch famous flight to fcanne ; 



Ver. 76» • ^ ribaudrie ;] Ribaldry y 

ohfcenitif. So, in The Teares of the Mufes^ ver. 213. 
'' Rolling in rymes of ihamelelTe ribfiudrie/'' 
So Cbaucer, Pard, ProL ver. 38. 

'* Nay, let faim tell us of DO ribaudiie-^ 
" Tell us fome moral thing." -Todd. 
Ver. S5. Jh! Percy^ &c.] E* K. remarks, that it is 
doubtful whether Cuddy bedefigned for Spenfer himfelf. This' 
ilanza, ho.wever> affords a proof that tlie perfons are different. 

T. VVAnTON. 

M 4 
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He, were he not with love fo ill bed^hft. 
Would mount as high and fing as foote e& 

fwanne. 90 

, . . ..,_*. 

Pie us. Ah! fon; for Love does teach him 

climbe fo hie, 
And lyftes him up out of the loathfome my re; 
Such immortal mirror, as he doth admire. 
Would rayfe ones minde above the ftarrie 

fkie, 
And caufe a caytive corage to afpire ; 95 

For loftie love doth loath a lowly eye. 

r 

Cud. All otherwife the (late of Poet (lands; 
For lordly Love is fuch a tyranne fell. 
That, where he rules, all power he doth expell ; 
The vaunted verfe a vacant head demaundes, 100 
Ne wont with crabbed Care the Mufes dwell: 
Unwifely weaves, that takes two webbes in 
hand. 



Ver. 98. ■ tyranne] Tyrant. So, in 

Sir P. Sidney's Jjlropkel and Stella, fift Song : 

- ** A rightfull prince by unright deeds a tyran groweth." 

Again, 

" You then vngratefull tbiefe, you murdnng tyran you." 
The modern editions read tyrant. Todd. 

Ver. 100. The vaufited verfe a vacant head demaundes^ &c,] 
Compare Juvenal, Sat. vii. 63. 

** Quis locus ingenio, niii cum fe carmine folo 
♦* Vexant, et domiuis Cirrhae Nifaeque feruntur, 
'* Pedlora noflra duas non admittentia curas \ 
•* Magnae mentis opus, &c.'* Todd. 
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Who ever caftes to compafle wightie prife, 
And thinkes to thro we out thundring words of , 

threat, 
Let powre in lavifti cups and thrifirie bittes of 

meate, 105 

For Bacchus fruite is friend to Phoebus wife ; 
And, when with wine the braine begins to fweat. 
The numbers flow as fad as fpring doth rife. 

Thou kenft not, Percie, how the rime fliould rage ; 
O if my temples were diftain'd with wine, 110 
A nd girt in girlonds of wilde y vie twine. 
How I could reare the Mufe on (lately flage, 
And teach her tread aloft in buikin fine, 
With queint Bellona in her equipage ! 

But ah ! my courage cooles ere it be warme t 
Forthy content us in this hunible (hade, 116 
Where no fuch troublous tydes ban us aflayde; 
Here we our (lender pipes may fafely charme. 

Piers. And, when my gates (hall ban theyr 
belly es layd, 
Cuddie (hall have a kidde to (lore his farme. 120 

Ver. 118. ^ charme.] Temper^ or 

fvne. See Mr. Warton's note on F. Q. v. ix. 13. Mr. Upton 
obferves that Speufer had Virgil's exprefiion in view, EcL 
X. 51. 

** Chalcidico quae font mihi condita verfu 

** C^rmina, paftoris Siculi modulabor avena." Todd. 

Ver. 119. — — — gates] Goats, See tlie note on 

gate, in Mai/ ver, J77. Todd. 
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CUDDIES EMBLEMS. 

Agitante calefcimus illoy ^c. 

GLOSSE. 

This Aegloguc is made in imitation of Theocritus his iff. 
IdilioD, wherin be reprooved the Tyranne Hiero af Syracufe 
for his niggardife towarde Poets, in whom is U)e power to make 
men immortall for their good deeds, or niamefull' for their 
naughtie life. And the like alfo . is in Mantuanel The ftyle 
hereof as alfo that in Theocritus, is more loftie then the ref^, 
and applyed to the height of Poeticall wit. 
, CuddiCf I doubt whether by Cuddy be fpecifiedt the Author 
felfe, or fome other. For in the eight Aeglogue the fame per- 
fon'was 'brought in, finging aCantion of Colins making, as he 
faith. ' So that fome doubt^ that the perfons be different. 

Whilome^ fome time. 

Oaten reedes, A venae. 

Liggefo laydy lye fo faint and unluflie. 

Dapper y pre tie. 

Fry, is a, bold Metaphor, forced from the fpawnii^ fidies $ 
for the multitude of young fifli be called the Frye. 

To rejtraine: This place feemeth to Confpire with Plato, who 
in his firil booke de Legibus faith, that the firilf invetition 
of Poetry was of very vertuous intent. For at what time an 
infinit number of youth ufually cam^ to their great folemne 
feailes called Panegyrica, which they ufed every five yeare to 
hold, fome learned man, being more able then the reft for fpe* 
ciali gifts of "wit and Mufick, would take upon him to^ng 6nd 
verfes to the people, in praife either of vertue or of vidtorie, 
or of ithmortalitie, or fuch like. At whofe wonderfull gift all 
m^n being aflonied and as it were raviihed with delight, 
thinking (ad it was indeed) that he was infpired from above, 
called him Vatem : which kinde of men afterward framing 
their verfes to lighter mulicke (as of Muficke there be many 
kindes, fontte fadder, fome lighter, fome martiall, fome heroical, 
and fo diverfly eke affed the mindes of men,) found out lighter 
matter of Poefie alfo, fome playing with love, fome fcoming at 
mens fafhions, fome powred out inpleafure: and fo were called 
Poets or makers. 

Senfc bereave: what the fecret working of muiick is in the 
minds of men, as wel appeareth hereby, that fome of the aunr 
tient Philofophers, and thofe the moft wife, as Plato and 
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Pythagoras, held for opinion, that the minde was made of a 
certaine harmony and mulicall numbers, for the great compaf- 
iion, and likenefle of affedion in th' one and the other, as alfo 
by that memorable hiilory of Alexander: to whom whenas 
Timotheus the great Mufitian plaied the Phrygian melody, it is 
faid, that hee was diOtraught with fuch unwonted fury, that, 
Araightway rifing from the table in great rage, he caufed him* 
felfe t;o be armed, as ready to go to warre, (for that muHcke is 
v^ry warlike.) And immediately when as the Mudtian changed 
his ilrpke into the Lydiau and lonique harmony, he was fo far 
frozp warring, that lie fat as flill, as if he had bin in matters of 
counfell. Such n^ight is in Mufick. Wherfore Plato and 
Ariilotle forbid the Arabian Melody from children and youth. 
For that being altogitber on the fifth and feveutb tone, it is 
of great force to mollifie and quench the kindly courage, 
which ufeth to burne in young breails. So that it is not in. 
credible which the Poet here faith, that Mufick can be* 
reave the foule of fenfe. 

The Jhepheard that t Orpheus: of whom is faid, that by his^ 
excellent ikill in Mufick and Poetry, he recovered his wife 
Eurydice from hejl. 

Argus ejfes : of Argus is before faid, that luno to him com* 
mitred .her hufband Jupiter his Paragon lo, becaufe hee had 
an hundred eyes : but afterward Mercury, with his Mufick 
lulling Argus afl^epe, flue him and brought Jo away, whofe eyes 
it is faid that Juno^ for his eternall memorie, placed in her 
byrd the Peacocks taile; for thofe coloured fpots indeed re* 
i^ffibUe eyes, 

Woundleffk armoMr, unwounded in warre, do rufl through 
long peace. 

I>ifpla^t A Poeticall metaphor, whereof the meaning is, 
that, if the Poet lift fhew his fkill in matter of more dignitie 
then in the homely Aeglogue, good occafion is him offered of 
higher veyne and. more Heroical argument in the perfon of 
our mofl gratious foveraigne, whom (as before) hee calleth 
£lifa. Or if matter of knighthood and chivalry pleafe him 
better, that there be many noble and valiant men, that are 
both worthy of his paine in theyr deferved praifes, and alfo 
favourers of fiis fkill and facultie. 

The Wortkif^ he meaneth (as J gheffe) the mofl honourable 
and renowmed the Earle of Leycefter, whom by his cognifance 
(although the fame be alfo proper to other) rather then by his 
name he bewraieth, being not likely that the names of worldly 
priAces be knowne to countrey clownes. 

/S/arA:, that is when thou chaungeft thy verfe to flaiely 
courfe, to matter of more pleafance and delight 
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• The Millers, tf kinde ofdaiince. 

• Ring, conipanie of dauncers. 

The Komijh Titynts, well known to be noble Virgi!, who by 
Maecenas niennes was brought into the favor of the Bmfserour 
Auguftus, and by him moved to write in loftier kind then he 
earll had done. 

Whereon, &c. in tliefe three verfes are the three feverall wotkes 
of Virgil intended, for in teaching his fiocke to fei<<ie, is meant 
his Aeglogues. In labouring of lands, is his Georgiques. ill 
Anging of warres and deadly dread, is his divine Aeneis 
figured. 

In derriitg do, In manhood and chivalrie. - 

For ever: He (heweth the caufe why Poc>ts were wont to bee 
had in fuch honour of noble men, that is, that by theni their 
worthinelVe and valor ihoiild through Uieir i^inous poe(H>6 be 
commended to all pofterities. \V her fore it is laid, that 
Achillas had never beene fo famous, - as he is,* bat for Homers 
immortall verfes, which is the onely advantage which hee had 
of Hedor. And alio that Alexander the great, comming to 
his tombe in Sigues, wilh natural! tearefr blefled him, that ever 
it was his hap to be honoured with fo excellent a poets worke, 
as fo renowmed and ennobled only by his meanes. Which 
being declared in a mod eloquent Oration of TuUies^ is of Pe- 
trarch no leffe woorthily fet forth in a Sonnets 
'' Giunto AlelTandro a la famola tomba 
" Del fero Achille, fofpirando di(le : 
" O fortunato, che fi cbiara tromba Trouafti, ^/' 

And that fuch account hath beene alwaye made of Poets, as 
well ihewetb this, that the worthie Scipk>, in all bis wames 
againfl Carthage and Numantia, had evermore in his 4X>nipanie, 
and that in moil familiar fort, the good olde poet Ennius; as 
alio that Alexander deftroying Thebes, when he was enformed, 
that the famous Lyrick poet Pindarus was borne ia that 
Citie, not onely commaunded Oroightly, that no roan (llould, 
upon paine of death, do any violence to that houfe, or other- 
wife: but alfo fpecially fpared moil, and foroe highly rewarded, 
that were of his kiinie. So favoured he the onely name of a 
poet, which praife otherwife was in the fame man no lelTe 
famous, that when he came to raniacking of king Darins cof- 
fers, whom hee lately had overthrowne,- he found in a little 
cotifer of filver the two bookes of Homers workes, as laide up 
tiiere for fpeciall lewels and ri<:he8. which he taking theuee, 
put one of them dayly in his bofome, and the other every night 
layde under his pillow. • Such honour have Poets alway«s found, 
in the fight of Princes and noble men, which this authour here 
verie w^li Ihewelh^.as elfewere more notably. 
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Bat after, &cc. he fliew€th the ^saofe of contempt of poetrie to 
be idlenefle and bafenefl'e of minde. 

Pent^ (hut up in ilouth, as in a coope or cage. 
Tom P^petj an ironicall Sarcafmus, fpoken in derifion of 
tbofe rude wits^ which make more account of a ryming ribaud 
then of (kill grounded upon learning and iudgement. 
^e breji, the meaner fort of men. 

Her pc€ccd pineons^ unperfedl ikill : Spoken with humble 
modeilie 

Asfoote asfwanne: The comparifon feemeth to be Araunge : 
for the fwan hath ever woonne fmall commendation for her 
fweete (inging : but it is faid of the learned, that the Swanne, a 
litle before her death, fingeth mod pleafantly, as prophecying 
by a (Eicrete iiiittnd her neere deilinie/ as well faith the pOeC 
eliewbere in one of his Sonnets^ 
. ^* The filver Swan doth fing before her dying day, 
< '^ As Hie that feeies the deepe delight that is in death, &c." 
Immortall mirrour^ 'Beautie, which is an excellent obied of 
poeticall fpirits, as appeareth by the worth ie Petrarch, faying. 
" Fiorir faceva il mio debile ingeguo, 
" A la fua ombra, et crefcer ne gli aifanni." 
A caytive courage^ a bafe and abie<f^ minde. 
For loftk love^ I thinke this playing with the letter, be 
rather a fault then a figure, as well in our Englifh tongue, as it 
hath beeue alwayes in the Latin, called Cacozebh, 

A vacanty Imitateth Mantuans faying, '' Vacuum curis 
divina cerebrum Pofcit." 

Lavijh cupsf Refembleth the common verfe, ** Faecundi 
calices quern non fecere difertum." 

ifmy^ &c. he feemeth here to be ravifhed with a poeticall 
furie. For (if one rightly marke) the numbers rife fo full, and 
the verfe groweth fo bigge, that it feemeth he had forgot the 
meannefi'e of (liepheards (late and ftile. 

Wild yvie, for it is dedicate to Bacchus, and therefore it is 
fayd, that the IMxnades (that is Bacchus franticke priefls) ufed 
in their facrifice to carrie Thyrfos, which were pointed (laves 
or iavelins, wrapped about with yvie. 

In bvfkin^ it was the maner of poets and players in Tragedies 
to weare bufkuis, as alfo in Comedies to ufe focks and light 
(hooes. So that the bulkin in poetrie is ufed for tragicall 
matter, as is faid in Virgill, ^* Sola Sophocleo tua carmina 
digna cothurno." And the like in Horace, *^ Magnum loqui, 
nitique cothurno." 

Queittt, ilrange. Bellona the godde(re of battell, that is, 

' Pallas, which may therefore well be called queint, for that (as 

Lucian faith) when lupiter her father was in travaile of her, he 
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caufed his fonne Vulcan with his axe to hew his head : Out of 
which leaped out ludil^ a valiant Damfell armed at all points, 
whom Vulcan feeing fo faire and comely, lightly leaping to 
her, proferred her fome curtefie, which the Ladie difdayning, 
fhaked her (peare at him, and threatned his faucineife. There« 
fore fuch flraungenefle is well applyed to her. 

Equipage, order. 

Ti/des, feafons. 

Charme, temper and order. For charmes were wont to be 
made by verfes, as Ovid fayth. " Aut f\ carminibus." 

£MB<LSME. 

Hereby is meant, as alfo in the whole courfe of this Aeglogne, 
that poetrie is a divine inflin6i, and unnatural rage pailing the 
reach of common reafon. Whom Piers anfwereth Epiphone- 
maticoS) as admitting the excellency of the fkill| whereof in 
Cuddle he had alreadie had a tafte. 
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AEGLOGA UNDECIMA. 
ARGUMENT. 

IN this xL Aeglogue hee bewaileth the death of 
fome maiden of great bloody whom he calleth 
Dido. The perfonag^ is fecret^ and to me alto- 
gither unknowne^ albeit of himfelfe I often pe- 
quired the fame. This Aeglogue is made in inU- 
tat ion of Marot his fong^ which he made upon 
the death of Loyes the French Queen ; but 
farre pajjing his reach, and in mine opinion all 
other the Aeglogues of this Book. 

THENOT. COLIN. 
THENOT. 

COLIN, mj deare, when (hall it pleafe thee 

fing, 
As thou wert wont, fonges of fome iouifaunce ? 
Thy Mufe too long flombreth in forrowing,, 
Lulled afleepe through Loves mifgovernaunce. 
Now fomewhat fing, whofe endlefle fovenaunce 5 
Emong the (hepheards fwaines may aye remaine, 
Whether thee lift thy loved lafs advaunce, 

Arg. In this &c.] Mr. Warton thinks that this Pafloral 
was written at Penfhurft. — ^The upufual pofitions of many of 
the rhymes in it, are curious and pleaiing. Todd. 
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Or honor Pan with himnes of higher vaine. 

Col. Thenot, now nis the time of merrimake. 
Nor Pan to herie, nor with Love to play ; lo 
Sike myrth in May is meeteft for to make. 
Or fommer (hade, under the cocked hay. 
But nowe fadde winter welked hath the day, 
And Phoebus, wearie of his yearly taflce, 
Yftabled hath his fteedes in lowly lay; i5 

And taken up his ynne in Fiihes hafke : 
Thilk foUein leafon fadder plight doth afke. 
And loatheth like delights as thou doeft prayfe : 
The mornefuU Mufe in myrth now lift ne mafte, 
As (he was wont in youngth and fommer-dayes ; 



Ver. 13. ^welked] Shortened ox iftipai red, 

fays, E. K. Of this word Dr. Johnfon profefl'es, in his Dic- 
tionary, not exadly to know the meanings Yet his deiinitioH 
is not very didant from th.e old commentator's, viz. to cloud, 
to obfcure, Mr. Tyrwhitt, in his Glofl'ary to Chaucer, alTigiis 
to welked, as one interpretation of it,* the meaning of withered, 
Yfhich Trembles Vs, K,'^ impaired. 1'odik 

Ver. 15. Yftailed] This is the original and proper word. 
Many editions read, Yfiablijht. Dr. Johnfon, who has given 
no example under the. verb adive to Jtable, i. e. to put into a 
ftabk% or certainly the author of the Supplement to his Dic- 
tionary ; might therefore have fafely cited this authprity of 
Spenfer. Todd. 

Ver. 16. haike :] .See E. K.'s 

Gloife. So, in Davifon's Poefns, edit. l6li. p. 38. 
** The ioyfall funiie, whom cloudy winters fpight 
'* Had Ihut from us in watry Fifies hask£, 
*' Retumes againe, &c." Todd. 

Ver. 20. youngth] Youth. See 

Mr. Tyrwhitt's note on Yeman, Chaucer's Cawf. T. ver. 10 J. 
" Yeman, or Yeoman, is an abbreviation oi Yeongeman ; as 
Youthe is of Yeongthe, &c." See alfo the Shep. Cat. Febr. 
ver, 87. Todd. 
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But if- thou algate luft light virdayes, 21 

And loofer fongs of love to underfong, - 

Who bat thy felf deferves fike poets praife ? 
Relieve thy oaten pypeslhat deepen long, 

Th^. The nightingale is fovereigne of fon^^ 
Before hiim fits the, titmoufe filent bee ; ^26 
And I, unfit to thrufl: in fkilfuU throngs 
Should Coliii make iudge of my fooleree : 
Nay^ better learoe of hem that learned bee^ . . 
And ban bene watered at the Mufes well ;, . ^ 
The kindely dewe drops from the higher tree, 
And wets the little plants that lowly dwell: ' 
But if fadde winters wrath, and feafon chiU, 
Accord not with thy Mufes merriment, 
To fadder timtes thou maiil attune thy quill, sh 
Andfing of forrowe and deathes dreriment ; 
For deade is Dido, deade, alas ! and drent ; * 
l^ido ! the great (hepheard his daughter fheene : 
The fayrefl; May (hee was that ever went, 
Her like (hee Jbas not left behinde I weene : 40 
And, if thou wilt bewayle my wofuU teene, 
J (hall thee give yond cofiet for thy payne; 
And, if thy rymes as rounde and ruefuU beehe 
As thofe that did thy Rofalind complayne, 



Ver. 21. -i V virday^^^ See the 

note on F. Q. iii. X. 8. T. Warton. 

Ver. 2ff. Jitnl That is, it is becoming. See 

the note on Jits, F. Q. i.. i. 30. Modern editions residjfits. 

Todd. 

ypL. I, N 
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Much greaJt^r gifts for guerdon tbou ibak 
gayne, 45 

Than kid or co^et, which I thee bynempt : / 
Then up, I fay, thou ioUy fli^heard ftvaytie^r 
Let not my fmall demaunde he fo contempt. 
Col. Thenot, to that I chofe thou dodl'mae 
tempt; 
But ah ! too well I wote my humble vayne, ^ 
And how my rimes bene rugged and unkeaipt i 
Yet, as I conne, my conning I will ilrayrie« 

^^ Up, then, Melpomene ! the mouraefulil Mu^ 

of Nine, 
Such caufe of mourning never hadft afore ^ 
Up, griflie ghoftes ! and up my rufuU rime ! 5& 
Matter of myrth now (halt thou have no more^; 
ITor dead ihee is, that myrth thee made of 
yore. 

Dido, my deare, alas ! is dead. 

Dead, and lyeth wrapt in lead. 

O heavie herfe ! (>(k 

Let iS:reamlng teares be powred out ia (lore ; 

O careful! verfe ! . - 



Ver. 51. ■ rimes bene rugged] See the note 

dn " ragged rimei/* F. Q. i. xii. 23/ Todd. 

Ibid. ^— unkempt i] UnpoU/hed. 

LsLt. incomptus. T. Warton. 

Ver. 60. keavie herfe, Sec] The burden of this Song )9 
imitated in the okl £ngli(h tranflation of the Diana q{ Monte* 
mayor, fol. p. 46$. To DD. 
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^* Sfie|ftieafds, that by your flbckk of Kentilh 

do^nes abyde, 

Waile ye this wbtffull li^afte of Nataires warke ; . 

Waile we th^Ni^igbt, • whole piriefence was our 

pryde; 4 

Waile we thife wighf, whofe abfence id our 

carke; 
The funne of all the world is dimme and darke ; 
' Tthe earth now lacks her wonted light, 
And all we dwell in 'deadljr night. 
heavie herfe ! 70 

Breake we our pipes, that ihrild as lowde as 
larke; 
O carefiill verfe ! 

-" • ,' " T 

.' ■ ' ' 

T \ ' "^ " ' 

*^ Why doe we longer live, (ah ! why live we fo 

long?) , . 
Whofe better dayes Death hath ftiut up in woe ? 
The fayreft ffowre our girlond all emong 7$ 
Is faded quite, and into duft ygbe. 
Sing now, ye (hepheards daughters, fing no moe 

The fongs that Colin made you in her praife. 

But into weeping turn your wanton layes. 

O heavie herfe ! so 

No we is time to die : nay, time was long ygoe : 

O carefull verfe ! 



Vex. 66; ' ' ■ ' cark^.] Citrii ab in 

F. Q. i. i. 44. Sax. carct cora. To^P. 

N 2 
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^^f Whenee is it, that the fiowret of the field 

doth fade. 
And Iveth buried long in Winters bale ; 
Yet,'foone as Spring his mantle hath difplaydei 
It flowreth frefti, as it fhould never.fayle ? 86 
But thing on earth that is of mofi availe. 

As vertues branch and beauties bud» 

Reliven not for any good. 

heavie herfe ! 90 

The branch once dead, the bud eke needes muft 
quaile; . ^ 

O carefuU verfe ' 

s \ _ * 

** She, while ftie was, (that was, a wofull word 

to faine !) 
For beauties praife and pleafaunce had no 

peere ; 
So wellihe couth the ihepbeajds enter taine 95 
With cakes and cracknells, and fuch countrey 

cheere: ' 

Ne would (he fcorne the fimple ^epheards 

fwaine; 

For {he would call him often heme, 

> .■ •' . - - ■ ' - ■ ■ 

And give him curds and clouted creame. 

' Ver.SS. Whence is it^ &€•-] Tibullus, I. iv. 51- 

r'^; Grudeles divii ferpens novuo. exuat^fuuios f . r 

^'' Fonnae non uUam Fatailedere tnoram V* ^ 
See alfo Ovid, Art, Am. iii. 77 ; and Catullus, EL v. Jostxm. 
Ver. g^. For Jhe would adl bim &c.] Some editions, hy 
an errour of the preOsy omit ^'si;. .T!i>DJ>.,. ^ * . ^ 






NOVEMBER.' ^ Ut 

O heavie herie ! loo 

Ats Colin Cloute (he would not onc^ difdaine ; 

O carefuU verle ! , 

• • • > . - . . .. .• • 

'-■...■■ • • 

^ But now (ike happy cheere is tarnde to heavy, 

chaunce, 
Such pleaiaunce now difplaft by dolors dint ; 
All mufick (leepes, where Death doth lead the 

daunce, loi 

Ver, 105. where Death doth lead the daunce,"] One 

Machabree, a French poet, wrote a defcription, in verfe, of a 
proceflion painted on the walls of St. lunocent^s cloifter, at 
Paris, .called the Dance of Death, This piece was tranflated 
by Lydgate, who tells us in the Prolbgue, i\, 5. 
. ** The which Daunce at St. Innocent's v^ 
^* Portraied is." ^ 

Stow mentions this Dance of Death, in his Survey of London, 
i^eaking of the cloifters which anciently belonged to St. Paul's 
<Jhurch. " About this cloifter was artificially and richly painted 
the Dance of Machabray, or Dance of Death, commonly called 
the Dance of Paul's : the like whereof was painted about 
St. Innocent's cloyfter at Paris : th6 metres or poefie of this 
Daunce were tranflated out of French into Englifh by John 
Lidgate, monk of Bury, and with the picture of Death leading 
all eftates, painted round the cloyfter/' Edit. 1599* pag- 264. 
This picture-is preferred in a wood-cut, prefixed to the poem 
toe are fpeaking of, in Tottell's edition of Lydgate, 1554 ; 
which, I fuppofe, is an exad reprefentation of what was 
painted iu St. Paul's cloifters. It was from thence engraved 
by Hollar, in Dugdale's Monafticon. In all probability, this 
painting at St. Paul's, or that, which was the' fame, at St. 
Innocent's, gave Hans Holbein the hint for compoiing his 
famous piece, called the Dance of Death, now to be feen at 
Bafil. But Mr. Walpole, in his very curious and judicious 
Anecdotes of Painting in Englandy endeavours to prove that 
Holljein did not paint this pidure, vol. 1. png. 74. How- 
ever, a poet contemporary with Holbein, Nicholas BorbOnius, 
has addreffed an epigram to Hans Holbein, with this title, 
** De Morte Pi6ta a Hanfo Pidore nobili," Nvga Poeiicaf. 
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And ihepheards wonted folace is mitte^* ^ 
The blew ui Jodack^ tbe ^reene in gniy> jbs tlnijft ; 

lib. 7. car. 58. Bafil. 1540. 12ino. For that this Hanfus, be* 
fides his having been the author of a Mors piQa^ was ne other 
than Hans Holbein, I preAiine from another copj ^ i^erfes tk 
the lame colle^ion, lib* 3. car. 8. . 

*' Videre qui vult Paniiafiom cum Zeaxide* 
. " Aceerfat t Britannia 

' ** Hanfum.Ulbiumj et Georgium Riperdhan 
*' Logduno aburbe Gallic." 

It is commonly received, that the woodHsnts, from whence 
Hollar engraved his exquifite fet of prints, entitled the Dance 
qf Deaths were executed by Holbein : but I am apt to think 
Uiis SL mifiake, which arofe from confounding Holbein's fiip- 
pofed pidlure, above-mentioned, with thef& wood-cuts. For 
it will appear, that Holbein's manner of cutting in wood, is 
entirely different from that in which thefe are finifhed, by con»-^ 
paring them with Holbein's (criptural wood^-cuts, inferted in 
archbiftiop Cranmer's Catechifm, 1548. In the cut» of this 
Catechifm there is a Ample delicacy of handling, not found in 
thofe of the Douce of Death; which however have an inimi* 
table expreflfion, and' are probably the work of Albert Durer. 
1 aoi not ignorant, that Rubens, who had copied this Dance ' 
o/*DeaM, recommended them to Sandrart, as tbe performance 
of Holbein : of which Sandrart liimfelf informs us. ^* Sic 

memini, &c. I alfo well remember, that in tiie jrear 

1627, when Paul Rubens came to Utrecht to vifit Handorft, 
being efcorted, both coming from, and returning to Amfterdam, 
by feveral artiils, as we were in the boat,, the converfa^ion fi^ 
upon Holbein's book of cuts, reprefenting the Daiiaef Death ; 
iliat Rubens gave jthem the higheil encomiums, amiiing me, 
who was then a young man, ^ fet the higheft value upon 
them,, informing me, at the iame time, that he, in his youth, 
had copied them." Joachim. Sandrart, Academ, Pi^. part^ 2. 
lib. 3. cap. 7* p. 241. But if Rubens (liled thefe prints, Hol- 
bein's, in familiar converfation, it was but calling ihem by the 
name^which the world had given them, apd by which they were 
generally known. Befides, in another place ^andrart evidently 
confounds tbefe wood^cnts with Holbein's. pidure at Bafil. 
'* Sed in foro, &c. But in the ^Oi^market there [at Bafil] 
may be feen his [Holbein's] admirable Dance qf r,eafaaU; 
where alfo, in the fame public manner, is (hewn hb Dance of 
Deaihf in which| by avaJriety of figOD^ tt is demooftnUed, 
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Nt)VEMBiau 188 

The gaudy girlonds deck her gi?ive, \ 
The faded flowres her corfe embrave. 
O heavie herfe ! no 



that Death fpares lieitlier !popefty etrtperc^s^ prtnces, &c kt 
may be feen in bis moil elegant wooden cuts, of the fame 
work/' Ibid. pag. 238. Evelyn is equally miftakem Sculptura^ 
pag. 6^ lioud. 1754. 8vo. Now tbe cuts, of which at prefent 
1 am fpeaking, are fifty-three m number, every one of wfaicji 
has an unity, and is entirely detached from the reft; fo that, 
how could they be reprefentations of one pidure ? But if it be 
jgranted, 'thai they were engraved from this pidlure, which alfo 
from their diffimilitude could not be the cafe, how does it 
follow they were done by Holbein? Shall we fuppofe, that 
Holbein did both the pi^ure.and the engravings ? 

The book from which Hollar . copied thefe cuts^ ip printed 
at Bafil, 1554, and is thus entitled, ^ Icofies Mortis^ duodecim 
imaginibus, praeter priores, totidemque infcriptionibuSy pr»ter 
epigrammata, e gallicis, a Georgio i£mylio in latinum verfa, 
euQiulatae.^' The earlieit edition I could meet with, perhaps 
the firft, is one in u^ich the infcnptions, &c. are in Italiant 
printed at Lyons, 1549, with this title, '' SimalachfHy Hi^one^ 
^cJ* In this there are not fo many cuts, by twelve, as m the 
laft-^mentioned edition, and in the preface it is faid, that this 
book had been, before printed with French and Latin iufcrip* 
tions» k^ ,. ■ ■■ 

I cannot clofe this fubje6l more properly, than by remarking, 
that Spenfer here alludes to fome of thefe reprefentations, 
which ^ in his dge,'vere falhionable and familiar: 

^* AH n)juiicke ileepes, where Death doth lead the dannceJ* 
« t' T. Warton. 

. The allufion appears to have been not uncommon in our 
old writers. Thus, in the Metrical Romance of Koberte the 
Devyil: 

'^ And nowe let vs remember hym that dyed on tlie roode, 
f* That from, vs yet hath kept hys fword by fuiferaunce y\ 
** For, and w^ nowe in Deathes daunce ftode, 
** To hell (houlde we go with horrible vengeaunce.^' 
See alfd Lord Surry's Songi and Stmeii &c. edit. 1 587. fol. 49. a. 
The difler^atibn, prefixed to a modem republicatiun of Hol- 
bein's Bante of JXeatky calls Machabree or Macaber not a 
Tremh poet as Mr. Warton has called him, but aGermaji; and 
lefers to Gloiikr. Caspentier, torn* u« llOd. TaDD. 
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Morne now,; my Mufe, now morne wttb teare» 
befprint; 
O carefull verfe ! 

** O thou great (hepheard, Lobbin, bow great 

is thy griefe ! 
Where bene the nofegayes that flie dight for 

thee ? 
The coloured chaplets wrought with a chiefe, 115 
The knotted rufti-ringes, and gilt rofemaree ? 
For fhee deemed nothing too deere for thee.^ . 

Ah ! they bene all yclad in clay ; 

One bitter blaft blewe all away. 

O heavie herfe ! 120 

Thereof nought remaynes but the memoree ; 

O carefull verfe ! 

^' Ay me ! that dreerie Death (hould fljrike fb 

mortall ftroke. 
That can undoe Dame' Natures kindelycourfe i 
The faded lockes fall from the loftie oke, 125 -j 
The flouds doe gafpe, for dryed is thejr J 

fourfe, J 

And flouds of teares flow in theyr fl:e£^d per**, 

force: 



Ver. 111. beiprint;] Brffrinki 

So* in the Mir, for Magi^rafesy R. Niccols, in his ladudit 
edit. l€lO, has the expreffion *' btfprent with iroiiie dew^ 
See alfo Milton's Comior, ver. 542. ToD^fi. 



NOV£MBER. 18S 

The mantled medowes mouirne, 
Theyr fundrie colours tourne* 
O heavie herfe I - 130 

The heavens doe melt in teares without remorfe ; 
Q carefull rerfe ! 

** The feeble flocks in field refufe their former 

foode, 
And hang their heades as they would learne to 

to weepe ; 
The beailes in forreft wayle as they were 
woode, 135 

Except the wolves, that chafe the wandring 

fheepe. 
Now fhee is gone that fafely did hem keepe : 
The turtle on the bared braunch 
Laments the wounde that Death did launch. 
O heavie herfe ! 140 

And Philomele her fong with teares doth fteepe; 
O. carefull verfe I 

. ' • ,'. ' ' * . 

♦* The water nymphs, that wont with her to fing 

and daunce, 
And for her girlond olive braunehes beare, 

Ver. 128. msxiiled medous] See E. K/s Glofle. 

And thus alfo in The Affedionate Shepheard^ containhig the com- 
plmnt of BapknU &£€. 4tn. 169^^ Sipii B.i. • 

** The mantled meaddowts and tke felda fo fayre.-' 

TOOD. 
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Nowe balefull bougies of cypies doen ad«- 

vaunce; 145 

Tbe Mufesy that were wont greene bvjes t6 

wear^. 
Now bringen bitter eldre braunohes feare ; 
The F^tall Sifters eke repent 
Her vital! threde fo fooiie was fp^Bt. 
O heavie herfe ! 150 

Morne now, my Mufe, now morne with heavy 
cheare 
O carefull verfe ! 



^ O truftlefle ftate of earthly things, and flipper 

hope 
Of mortall men, that fwincke and fweate for ^ 

nought, ^ 
And^ fliooting wide, doth loifie the marked 
fcope; 155 

Nowe have I learnde (a leflbn deerely bought) 
That nis on earth afluraunc^ to be fought ; ] 

For what might bee in earthly mould, [ 

Tliat did her '■ bu ried body hoiild* r 

O heavie herfe ! \Go 

Yet (aw I ODthe beerewhen it was brought ; 
O carefull verfe ! 



Ver. 154. — -*i that fwincke and fwette &c] See the 

notes of April fVm. 99 f vid F. Q. vL iv. 32. Todd^ 
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^' Bufcmau^ B^th, and dreaded Sifters deadly 

fpight, 
And gates of hell, and fyrie furies farce, 
She hadi the bonds broke of eternall night, i65 
Her ibule unbodied of ^e btirdenotis corfe. 
Why then weepes Lpbbin fo without remorfe ? 
: O Lobb! thy loffe no longer laipent; 

Dido is dead, but into heaven hent. 
. O happie herfe ! 170 

Ceafe now, my Mufe, now ceafe thy forrowes 

fourfe, ' 

ioyful verfe I 

•^ Why waile we then ? why wearie we the gods 

with plfdntes, 
As if fome evill were to her betight? 174 

She raignes a goddefle now emong the iaintes. 
That whilome was the faynt of (h^pheards 

light. 
And is enilalled nowe in heavens hight. 

1 fee thee, blefled foule ! I fee 
Walk, in ^j^lifian fields fo free. 

O happie herfe ! 180 

Might I once come to theei (O that I might I) 
O ioyfull verfe I 



Ver. 17s.' IJeeiheBf hlejtd foule!] So I read with the 
oldeft editions^ the apoftrophe rendering the paflage more 
^ffe^ing. Many editions tamely read, 

<' I fee the bleffed (bul, I fee kc'' Topd. 



1B8 THE SHEPHEARDS CALENDER* 

% Unwife and wretched men, to weete wfaaYf 

good or ill. 
Wee deeme of deiath as doome of iU deiert ; ' 
But knewe wee^ Fooles, what it us bringes untillt 
Dye would we day lie, once it to expert I is6 
No daunger there the Aiepheard can afiert ; 

Fayre fieldes and pleajaunt layes there bene ; 

The fieldes aye frefh, the grafle ay greene. 

O happie herfe ! 190 

Make haftej yee fhephrards, thether to revert. 

O ioyfull verfe ! 

^* Pido is gone afore; (whofe turne fliall he the 

next ?) 
There hves (liee with the blefied gpds in blifle, 

% . 

Ver. 1 83. Unwife and wretched men^ to •weete &c.] Lucan, 
very beautifully, L. iv. 519- 

" Vidupofque dei celant, ut vivere durent, ' 

** Felix effe mori." Jortin. 

Ver. 1 85. ■ ' — r- untiU J Unto, So 

Chaucer, Frol. Cant. T. 294* edit. TyrwhUt. 
" Ufttil his ordre he was a noble po^V 
The Scotch dill ufe tal for to or unto, Todd. ^ 

Ver. 186. '• -— — to expert!] To ex* 

ferience, A verb perhaps of Spenfer's coinage^ Todd. 

Ver. 191. Make ha^e^ ^c] Hughes omitted this verfe, and 
fubflituted the concluding one of the next flanza ; which 
miftake the modern editions fol)ow; Todd. 

Ver. 19^. There lives flie &c.] In Milton's hycidasy and in 
Pope's fourth Poiloral entitled Daphnei is the i«a\e beautiful 
change of circumAances ; in the former moft exquiiite, from 
line 16*5.. Jos. Warton, 

The fame change is alfo well expreffed in "Thyrlis, a 
Paftorall Elegie in the perfon of Sir Kenelme Digby on the' 
death of the Lady Venetia Digby," at the end of Rutter's- 
Shepheards Holydw/, l635, Todd, 



KOV EMBER. 189 

Tliere drincks flie ne&B.T with ambrofia mixt, 195 
And ioyes enioyes that mortall men doe miile. 
The honor now of higheft gods (he is, 
. That whilome was poore ihepheards pride. 

While here on earth (hee did abide. 

O happie herfe ! 500 

Ceafe now, my long, my woe now wafted is ; 

O ioyfiiU verfe!'' 

• \ 

- The. Ay, franck fliepheard, how bene thy 

verfes meint 
With doleful! pleafaunoe, fo as I ne wotte 
Whether reioyce or weepe for great conftraiut ! 
Thine be the coflette, well haft thou it gotte. 
Up, Colin up, ynough thou morned haft ; 
Now ginnes to mizzle, hye we homeward faft. 

Ver. 195; 'f here drincks ^^tie^ar end amhroriB. nUxt,] The 
old EngliHi poets are fond .of adopting, from Homer, tliefe 
refe^ions of departed fpirits. See Drayton, Skep. GarL edit. 
1593, p. 27. where the deceafed Elphin is defcribed in heavea 

**. Tailing fweete nedar and dmbrojia'* 
Compare alfo Milton's Lycidas, ver. 175. And Par. L. B. v. 
427, where " in heaven vines yield ne^ar,** Thus iikewiie 
the French poet, Du Bartas, introduces Jared addrelTing the 
departed fpirit of £iioch, in a maimer refembling the exela- 
mation of Spenfer, Creation du Monde j Part 4. prem. jour de 
la fep. fee. 

" G'eft donq fait, tu t'en vas ? tu t'en va» donq h Dieu ? 
Adieu moii ills Henoc, adieu, mon ffls, adieu. 
Vy \k haut bien heureux. la ton corps que fe change ^ 
£n nature d' Efprit, ou bien en forme d' Ange, 
Veil V immortcdit^. la tes yeux, uon plus yeux, 
" Decorent flamboyans d'aftres nouueaux les cieux : 
*^ Tu humes a longs traids la hox^Qune^aree : 
" Ton Sabat eft fans fin." Todd. 
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igO THE SHEPHllARDS CALEXDER. 

COLINS £MBL£M£« 

La mort njf mord* 

GLOSSE, 

Toujifauncef myrtb. 

Sovenaunce^ reineinbrance. 

Htrie^ honour. 

Welkedy (hortued or empayred. As the IMoone being in 
the wayne is faid of Lidgate to welk. . 

In lowlj/ layy af:cording to the feafon of the mone'th of No- 
vember, when the Sunne draweth low in the South towajrcl his 
Tropick or returne. ^ \ . . ; 

Injyhes hq/kCf the Sunne raygued, that is, in the figae Pifces 
all November : a haike is a wicker ped, wherein they ufe to 
Carrie fifh. . c 

VirelaiftSt a light kind of fong. 

Bewatredy for it is a faying of Poetsv that they have dninke 
x>i the Mufes Well Caftalias, whereof was before fuifici^ntly faid. 

Drerimeniy dreery and heavie cheere. 

The great Jhepkeard, is fome man of high degree, and iM:>t, as 
foipe .vainly fuppofe, god Pan. The perfon both of the (hep. 
heard and of Dido is unkuowne, and clofely buried in the 
Authours conceipt. But out of doubt I am, that it is not 
Rofalind, a« fome imagiiie : for he fpeaketh fooue after of 
her alfo. 

Shett€y fayre and (hiuing. 
, May, for mayde. 

Teency forrow. 

Guerdon J reward. 

Bynempty bequeathed. 

Cqifity a lambe brought up without the danu 

Unkempt y Incompti. Not combed> that is, rude Mid ua« 
lianfome. 

Melpomene^ The fadde and wailefuU Mufe, ufed of Poets ill 
honour of Tragedies : as faith Virgil, *' >Me]pomene tragico 
proclamat moefta boatu.'' 

Up griefy gkoftsy The manner of the tragieall Poets, t& call 
for helpe of Furies and damned ghofts : fo is^ Heeuba of Eu- 
ripides, and Tantalus brought in of Seneca. And the reft of 
the reft. •_ 

Herfe^ is the folemoe obfequie in funeralles* 

Wufie ofy decay of fo beautifull a peece. 



NOVEMBKK. Igt 

Cttrhy care. 

Ah why, an elegant Epauorthofis^ as alfo hone after. Naj 
time was k>ug i^o. • ; 

Fkwrtif a diminutive for a little floure. This is a notable 
and fententiotts comparifon/ *' A mmare ad mains J' 

Relive notj live not againe, i. not in their earthly bodies i 
for in heaven they receive the;ir due' reward. 

The brauncht He meaneth Dido, who being as it were the 
maine branch now withered, the buds, that is, beaQtie (as liee 
fayd afore) can no more flourilh. 

IVith caicesy fit for fliepheards bankets. 

Meamey for home, after the Northern pronouncing. 

Tind, dyed or ftained. 

The gaudiey the meaning is, that the things which were the 
ornaments of her life are made the honour of her funerall, as 
is ufed in burials. 

LMitty the name of a ihepheard, which feemeth to hav# 
beene the lover and deere ftiend of Dido. 

Ru^rimgty agreeable for fuch bafe gifts. 

Faded lockeiy dried leaves. As if Nature ber felfe bewailed 
the death of the Mayde. 

Sour/e^ fpring. 

Mantled Medowes^ for the fundrie flowers are like a mantle 
or coverlet wrought with many colours. 

nUomele^ the Nightingale. Whom the Poetd faine once to 
bkve beey^e a Lady of great beautie, till, beeiug ravifhed by 
her fiilera hufband, (he defired to be turned into a birde of her 
name, whofe complaints be very wel fet forth of M. George 
Gafcoin a wittie gentleman, and the very cheefe of our late 
rimers, who and if fome parts of learning wanted not (albe it , 
is well knowne he altogether wanted not learning) no doubt 
would have attained to the excellencie of thofe famous Poets. 
For gifts of witte and naturall promptnes appeare in him 
aboundantly. 

Cypreje, ufed of the olde paynims in the furni(hing of theif 
funerall pompe^ and properly the figne of all forrow and 
heavinefle. 

ThefataUJifterty Clotho, Lachefis, and Atropos, daughters 
of Herebus and the Night, whome the Poets faine to ^n the 
life of man, as it were a long thred, which they draw out in 
lehgth, till his fatall houre and timely death be come; but if 
by other cafualtie his daies be abridged, then one of them, 
that is, Atropos, is faid to have cut the threed in twaine. 
Hereof commeth a common verfe. 

^' Clotho colum baiulat, Lachefis trahit, Atropos occat.'' 
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tnifileffcj &c. a gallant exclamation moralized with gmt 
wifedome, and pailiotiate with great affedion. 

BeerCf a frame, whereon they ufe to lay the dead corps. 

Furksy of Poets are faioed to be three, Perfepbooe, Aledo, 
and Megera, which are faid to be the authors of all evill and 
mifchiefe. 

Eternal night, is death or darj^eneffe of hell. 

Betight^ happened. 

1 fee, A lively Icon or repriefentationy as if he faw her in 
heaven prefent. 

Elyfianjiddes, be devifed of. Poets to be a place of pleafure 
like Paradife, where the bappie foules do reil iu peace and 
etemall happinefle. 
, Die wouldj the very expreflb faying of Plato in Phsedone. 

AJtarty, befall up wares. 

Nedar and Ambrojia, bee fained to be the .drinke and foode 
of the gods : Ambrofia they liken to Manna in Scripture, and 
Kedar to be white like cr^ame^ whereof is a. proper tale of 
Hebe, that fpilt a cup of it, and ftayned the heavenSi as yet 
appeareth. But I have already d^fcourfed that at^arge in my 
Commentary upon the Dreames of the fame Authour. 

Meynty mingled. 

EMBLEME. 

Which is as much to fay, as death byteth not. For although 
by courfe of nature we be borne to dye, and being lipeuea with 
age, as with timely harveit, we mull bee gathered in time, or 
elfe of our felves we fall like rotted ripe fruite from the tree : 
yet death is not to be coveted for evill, nor (as the Poet faid 
a litle before) as doome of ill defert. For though the tref- 
paife of the fiffi man brought death into tiie world, as the 
guerdon of finne, yet being overcome by the death of one 
that died for all, it is now made (as Chaucer faith) the greene 
pathway* of life. So that it agreeth well with that was ^ide^ 
that Death by teth oot (that is) burteth not at all. 
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AEGLOGADUODECIMA, 



ARGUMENT. 

THIS Aeglogue (even as thejirji began) is ended 
with a complaint of Colin to god Pan; xaherein^ 
as weav'te' of his former waies, hee proportioneth 
his life to the joure feafons of the yeare,; com- 
paring , his youth to the fpring time, when hee 
wasfrejk and free from loves folUe. His man- 
hood tfi thefommer, which, he faith, was confumed 
•with great heate and excejfive drouth, cau/ed 
throifgh a Comet or blazing Starre, by which hee 
meaneth love; which paffion is commonly compared 
to fuch flames and immoderate heate. His ripeji 
yeates he refembleth to an unfeafonable harveji, 
wherein the fruits fall ere they be ripe. His 
latter age to winters chill and froflie ftafon, now 
drawing neere to hu laji ende, 

THE gentle ftiepheard fat beilde a fpnnge, 
AU in the {hadowe of a buibye brere, ' ' 

Arg. Tkii Aeglogue &c.} This, which is one o^ hi& moft 
iinilhed and elegant p&llorals, is hterally tranflated from old 
Cleraent MarOt ; which is not. obferved by the compientator, 
£, K. I w\i\ give great pvt of the French at leogtbi which, 
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That Colin hight, which well cottlde pype and 

finge, 
For hee of Tityrus his fonges did lere : 

as alfo the remainder, the reader may compare with the 

Engltfli at his leifure. . 

^* *Un Padoreau, qui Robin s' appelloiC,^— 
" Parmi faufteaux, arbres qui font ombrage,— 
^^ Chantant ainii : O Pan, dieu fouverain, _ *' 

" Qui de garder ne fus one pareiTeux 
** Pares, et brebis, et les maiftres d' iceux, 
** Et remets fur tous geotils pa(loureau3^ \ ' ' 

** Quand ils n' out prez, ne loges, ne toreauXy 
** Je te fapply,(fi one en ces bas eftres - : 

** Daignas ouyr chanfonnettes champeftres) 
** Efcoiiie tin peu, de ton verd cabinet 
'^ ,L.e.chaQt rpr^ de petit Robinet. 

** Sur le printemps de ma jeuneffe folle, 
'^ Je refemblois Tarondelle, qui voile 
'^ Puis ca, puis la : Taage me conduifoit 
*^ Sans peur, ne foing, ou le.cceur me difoitt. 
'^ £p la foreft (fans la crainte des toups) 
•* Je m' en allois fouvent cueilir le houx, 
** Pour fairs gluz a prendre oyfeaux tatiiageSf 
** Tous differens de chant, et de plumi^ges :. 
" On me (bulois (pour le prendre) entremettre 
** A faire brics, ou cages poiir les mettre-: 

^ " Ou^tranfnovoys les rivieres profopde^ 

**■ Ou r* enforcois fur le genoil le frondes, 
*' 'Puis^ d' en tirer, droit, et loing j' appirenOis, 
" Poxir chalTer loups, abattre des notx*. / 

** O quantefois aux. arbres grimpe j*ay 
** Pour defnicher ou la pie, ou le geay ; - 
' Ou pour jetter des fruits ja meurs, et beaux, 
'' A mes compaignes, qui tendoient leurs chapeaux. 
t ** AuCunesfois airx montaignes alloye, ^ - ^ . 

" Aucunesfois ^lix foifes, &c«—- > 
" 0e(ia pourtant je faifois quelques nottes 
** De chant ruilique, et de^ubz les ormeaux 
** Quaf] enfant fontH>is de chalumeaux. 
"Si ne faurois bien dire, ne penfec, ' . 

"' Qui m'enfeigna (itoft d'y commencer : 
u Ou la nature aux mufes inclinee 

1' ^« Ou ma fortune, en cela deftinee* 



/Tterci, «s he fatte ia fecret (hade alone^ is 
,' Thus gan hee make of love his piteous 
moDe.r . , 

^\ O fovemigfie Pah I thpu godof fliepheardes 

all. 
Which of our tender lambkins takeft keepe, 

lAhd^ when our floeke&into mifchaunee mougbt 

fall, 
I)oe^fave from mifchiefe the un wane ihee|)e9 
I Als of their maifters' haft no leffe regard ti 
Then of the flocks, which thou doeft watch 

and ward; 
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" A te fervir : ii ce ne fut Tun d'eux, 
**. Je fuis certain, qjue ^ce furent tous d'euz. .. . 

r ? f- *f Ce que voyaiit lebon Jahot, iiioti pere^ 
'^ Voulut guger a Jaqu^t foo coxnp^r^y 
*' CoDtre un veiau gras^'deux Aignelets beiToos, 
^' Que quelque jour je ferois des chanfons 
^^ A tu IoueDge,,0 Pan dieu trefls^cr^, 
« Voire chanfons qui te viendroient a gr6.— ^ 
V II 0^^ fouloit, ane legon donner 
i "" ^* pour doucement la mufette etonqer,— 

*^ Quand printemps fanlt, et TeA^ comparoift,^ £cc. 
See the Eslogue au roy (ouz les nonq|8 de Pan et Robin^ Lea 
Oeiiv. de Marof, bdi PaK 1^5^, l^md. |». ip. T. WARTOif. 

The reader, who (hall follow Mr. Warton's diredions in com* 
paring the Frepch and Eni^ilh poets, will rather contendy I am 
• perfuadedy tliat SpQnfer's tranflatipn is pot abfolntely literal^ 
but improved l^yconfiderablevariation^, Tqi>d, 

Ver, 8. i i ^}..,.. :. — — —r — '■ — takeji kegpc;] Tajceft care. 
A frequent exprelTion lu the Faer.Qu. Secf P. Q. i, i. 40^ 
iii, X, 35 f See, Thus fJhaucer,. Ckrk of Ox, Tulcy ver. 304. 

'^ Of flpdie took he moil A^, and moil hede/' 
.;8o praytpn, Sltep, Garland^ edit. 1593f p.j63^ 

*' OHovej fopd boy,^ /aAre tJi^u A9 ile^/' Todd, 
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^< I thee befeeclie (fo be thou deigne to hesir 
Rude ditties, tunde to (hepheardes oaten reede, 
Or if I ever fonet fong fo cleare,. - '^ is 
As it with pleafaunce mought thy fancie feede,) 
. Hearken a Avhile, from thy greene cabinet, - 
The rurall fong of careful! Colinet* • 

. . ■ * . ■ '• ' ' : : ' ' 

% . ., . . ' . . . ■. . . ■ ■ • 

*** Whilome in youths uthen flowrd my ipyfiill 

fpring. 
Like fwallow fwift I wand red here and there j 
:For heate of heedleffe luft me fo did fting, 21 
-That I txft doubted daunger had no feare :~ 
I went the waftefuU woodes and forreft wide, 
Withouten dread of wolves to bene efpide, 

" 1 wont to raunge amid the mazie thicket, 25 
And .gather nuttes to make my Chriftmas* 

game, 
And ioyed oft to chace the trembling pricket. 
Or hunt the hartleffe hare till (he were tame. 
What wreaked I of wintrie ages wafte ?— 
Tho deemed I my fpring would ever laft. so 

Ver. 18. The rurall yb»g] The <[uarlo of 15S& reads 
** laureU fong/' which later editions have followed. But the' 
context feems to require the elder reading, rurall. Todd, ' 

Ver. 19. . ■■ ■ ■ io^ult] Some editions cor- 

* ruptly read jroi^f A/tt//. Todd. 

Ver. 59. ^ ■ ■ wreaked] Reckedy i. e. cared or reekaned. 
Dr. Johnfon fays that wreak is thus corruptly written for reck 
by Shakfpcare in As you like it. But Shakfpeare, we fee, fol- 
lowe3 t4ie orthography of the times. To d d% • -^ * 



V >How often havje I fcaled the craggie oke, 
A)l to diilodge the raven of her neft ? 
Ho,w have I wearied, with many a ftroke, 
Thi3. ilately wahiut-tree, the while the reft , 
- Under the tree fell all for Auttes at ftrife ? 

For like to me was libertie and jiife. 36 

^ • • ■ « 

/ ■' . ' . '• •' . ... . . 

"And for I was in thilke fame loofer yeeres, 

(Whether the Mufe fo wrought me from my 

i byrth, ' . * 

Or I too much beleev'd my lliepheard pee res,) 

Somedele ybent to fongand mufickes mirth, 40 

A gQod old ftiepheard, Wrenock wa^ his 

.name, 

• Made me by arte more cunning in the faqle. 

" Fro, thence I durft in derring to compare , 
With (hepheardes fwayne whatever fed in field; 
And, if that HobbinoU right iudgement bare, 45 
To Pan his own felfe pype I need not yield : 
\ For, if the flocking nymphes did follow Pan, 
The wifer Mufes after Colin ran. 

Ver. 40. Somedcle] Some what, in fome degree. Thus, in 
Sackville's Indudion, \^tr. y^i^ Jl{agf/2r£i/e« ; 

*• His face was leane ^ndfomedeale pin'd away/'. 
So Chaucer, PraLCant. T. 448, 

" But (he Yr&sjom del defe, &c." 
See alfo The pleqfaunt playhe and pythye Pathewaye leadynge to 
a vertues and honeft lyfcj i^c. 4to. b), 1. Impr. by Nic. llyU, no 
date. Sign. A. iij. ., 

" And furely (quod he) yf your cailynge b^ fo we), 

" Then y^ do amifle ueycr a deW To dp, 
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« But, ah ! fuch pride at length was illrepaytlct^ 
The Ihepheards god (perdie god was he wme) 
My hurtlefle pleafaunce did me ill upbrakie, 51 
My freedome lorne, my life he left to mone. 
Love they him called that gave me check- 
mate. 
But better mought they have behote him 
Hate. 

' ■; ' . • . . .. 

** Tho gan my lovely fpring bid rae^rewell, 55 
And ibmmer feafon fped him to diff^y 
(For Love then in the Lyons houfe did dwdl^) 
The raging fire that Idndled at his ray* 
A comet ftird up that unkindly* heate, 
« That reigned (as men faid) in Veiuifi ieatev 60 

^* Forth was I ledde, ndt as I wont afore, 
When choife I had to choofe my wamdring way^ 

Ver. 53. checkmate^ The movem^t 

on tiie chefe-board, fays Dr. Johnfon, that kills the oppofitg 
men or hinders them from moving. But, according to Mr. 
Tyrwhitty chekemate^ or dmpXy.matey is a term nfed at cheik, 
ivhen the king is adu^ly made prifoner, and the game finiflied, 
Ghffi to Chaucer. The word is repeatedly ufed by Chaucer ; 
and by Skelton, in the fame feufe : fee 5kelton's Poems^ e4it. 
1736, p. 158. 

*f Set vp ye wretcbe on hyc 

*' In a trone triumphantly ; 

** Make him a great eilate, - ' 

" And he wil play check matjb ' 

** With royall maiejiee, &c/^ 
In the lame Poems, we find the participle ckfckrihateij p. 25S. 

'^ Oure days be datyd, ..- 

' ** To he chek matj/d 

" Witlrdr»WKysofdeth,&c,*' Tdfti). ' 
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lint whether liuck ajaid LoVe$ tinbridled lore 
A^^4 l^ad me forth ^ Fancies bitte tq pl^y : 
The buih my bed, the braiqbl^ ifras my 

bowre, 65 

Thet tepodes can witbeile many a wofulL 

ftowre* 
' ■ . 
** Where I was wont to feeke the honie bee. 
Working her formall rowmes in wexen frame, 
7he grie^ie tocjeftook growne there niought 

I fee, , 'h . 

And loathed paddockes lording on the fame : 70 

: And, where the <:h(»unting birds luld ttie 

aileepe, 
• The %ghaftly owle her grievoos ynne ^pth 

keepe. 

' 1 . ► . . .. , 

"Then as the fpring gives pl9.ce to elder Time, 
Add bringeth forth the fruite of fommfers 

pride; 
All fo my age, now paffed youthly prime, is 
To things of rip^r feafon felfe applied, 

Yen 70. And loathed poJdbt^ff .&c.] SoAe editioDS in? 
corredly read loathing. This whole flau2a is cited in Fraunce'si 
Lawieri Logike^ 1588, p; l6, where the original reading, loathed^ 
is rightly preferved. Top B. 

Ver. 72. keepe.] A Cambridge 

phrafe, ufed, er^n at the prefent day, by the ikudents to figptfy 
the aparUnents which they inhabit. Todd. 

Ver.' 76. i~^ — . ■ fiqfim], Thia is- HjughesV emen* 
dattODr It-was before, in all the editions, reqfon. - Tonn. 
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And learnd of lighter timber cotes to franie^ 
Such as might lave my ftieepe and m6'>fi^ 
fiiame. 

e . •. '. . ' 

** To fnake fine cages for the nightingale, ^ 
And bafkets of bulruihes, was my -wont : so 
Who to entrap the fifti in winding fale 
Was better feehe, or hartfuU beaCle^ to hoht? 

I learned als the figns of heaven to Icen, 
^ How Phoebe failes^ where Venus fits, and 
when, ^^ 

I ■■ • 

*♦ And-tryed time yet taught me greater thinges; 
The fodain riling of the raging feas, 86 

The fobthe. of byrdes by beating of theyr . 

winges, • . 

The powre of herbes, both which can hurt and 

* And which be wo4it t- enrage the reftlefle^ 

iheepe, : 

'^ And which be wont to worke eternal! fleepe. 

Ver, 84. Hoto Phoebe failtSy &c.J The firft folio reads, 
** How Fhabvs fayles," notwithitanding the note by E. K. 
which explains the^paifage. And' tbi&'ftrange inadvertency bas" 
been adopted by Plughes and the modem editions. Todd. 
. Ver. 85. And iryed time yet taught me greater thinget ;. 

The fodain rifing &c. iic] Ovjdf Met. i. 521% » 
^* Inventum medicina meum eft ; opiferque per orbeni 
V << Dicor; et herbarum eil fiibje^a potentia nobisf. 

'' Hei mihi quod nullis amor eft medicabilis herbis > 
-^^^ Nee profunt domino ^ qvise profufit^>inDibuS| artes !'' 



DEQEMBER* . "^ T 201: 

*^ But, ah ! unwife and witleffe Colin Cioiite, 91 
That kydft the bidden kindes of many a weede^ 
Yet kydft not ene to cure thy fore heart-^roote, 
Whofe ranckUng woiind as yet does rifely 

bleede. 
, Why liveft thou flill, and yet haft thy deaths' 

wound ?...:■■ .95 

Why dyeft thou ftill, and yet aUve art found ? 

... ■ ■ , ^ _ ^ 

^' Tbu^ is nay fommer worne away and wafted^ 
Thus is my harveft haftened all-to rathe ; 
Th<e eare that budded feyre is burnt and blafted. 
And all my hoped gaine is turnM to fcathe^ 100 
Of all the feede, that in my youth wa? fowne. 
Was none but brakes and brambles to be 
mowne. * ; ■< 

" Mv boughs with bloofmes that crowned were 

at firft, ' 

• •...■'■ . • « ' /.. 

And promifed of timely frqite fuch ftore, 

*^ Ver. 92. That kydft] KnoweJ. So Chaucer, Ram,' JR. 
edit. Urr. 2171. 

" The fbthfaftnefle, that now is hid, . , 

i" Without coverture thall be Aic^;" T. Wartow. \ '^ 

Ver, 98. — rathe ;] Earltf. S<^ 

Chaucer, Shipm, Tale, ver 13029, edit. Tyrwhitt. - ' ^ ^ 

•** What aiieth you fo ra^^e for to arife ?" 
And thus, in Davifon's Poetwf, edit. l621ip. »177t the phi^ife 
** r«Mc and late" occurs. TppD. 

Ver. 103. My bovghs with bloofmes &c.] This is the 
genuine and original reading. Several editions corruptly read 
*' Nty boughs and blofowes ;" deftroying both the metre aud^ 
^e .ferjfe* , See alfo ^flnwary, ver. 34. Todd. 
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Ate leArbbfch bare and berrein now at'erft j ioi^ 

The flattering^ fruite is fallen to ground before,^ 

. And rotted ere they were halfe mellow iipe j 

My bar^ft^ mtikj^ my hope ?iway did wipe. 

» ■ ' 
** The fragrant flowres, that in my garden grewe, 
Bene withered, as they had bene gathered 
long; -. 110 

Theyr rootes bene dryed up for lack of dewe, 
Yet dewed with teares they ban be ever 

among. 
' Ah ! who has wrought jny Roialind this fpight, 
To fpill the flowres that ftiould her girlond 
« dight? 

** And I, that whilome wont to frame my pype 
Unto the ihifting of the (hepheards foote, 116 
Sike follies now have gathered as too ripe. 
And caft hem out as rotten and unfoote. 

The lofer lafle I caft to pleafe no more ; 

One if I pleafe, enough is me therefore. 120 

** And thus of all my harveft-hope I have 
Kought reaped but a weedie crop of care ; 

' Ver. 121. And thus &c.] Virgil^ Eel. v. 36. 

*^ Grandia faepe quibus mandavimus hordea fulcis, 
" Infeiix Ibltum, et fteriles nafcuntur avenae/' 
See alfo Jdf xxxi. 38. " If my land cry againft me, — ^lel 
thiftles grow inltead of wheat, and cockle inftead of barley/'. 

JORtlK. 
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Di^:C£MBSlU * ^ 405 

I, iirheti I thoQgfatha^e threflit in iwalHng 
^^ iheave, 

Codile for corn, and chafFe for barl^v bare r 

< Soon as the cfaaffe ihould in the &n be fjnd, 

All was blown away of the wavering- wynd. 

^ So now my yeere dranKres to his latter teraa^,' 
My fpiing is fpent, iiiy femmer barat up quite ;. 
My harveflr haftes to ilirre up Winter ikeme. 
And bids him clayme with rigarous nige hik 

right: i30 

* So now he. ftormes with piany a fturdy ftoOre ; 

So now his bluilring blaft' eche coaft doth 

fcoure. , ' 

* 

*^ The carefall cold hath nipt my' rugged ryndj 

And in my face deepe furrowes eld hath pight : "^ 

My head befprent with hoarie frojSr I finde, iss 

And by myne eye the crowe hit clawe doth 

' Wright: 

Delight is layd abedd; and pleafure, paft ; . 

No funne now (hines; clouds ban a]l overcaft» 

" Now leave, ye Shepheards Boyes, your 
merry glee; ^ 

Ver. 1 34. .*.-—-----*--—---—— pight ;] Pkxed of 

Ji:ited. The word is ofttn ufed in the Faer. Qu» Chaucer al€i 
ufes it Hughes and the modem editions here read fligki. 
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}&y JVIiife is Boarfe and wearie of this ftound ; iW 

Here will I hang my pype upon this tree, ^ ,w 

Was never pype of reede did better found : 

, Winter is come that blowes the bitter blail, 

.And after winter dreerie death doe^ haft, . 

** Gather together ye my little flocked i4^ 

My little flocke, that was to me fo liefe ; 
L^t me,, ah I let me in your foldes ye lock, 
iEre the breme winter breede you greater griefe* 
I Winter is come, that blows the baleful! breath, 
« And after winter commeth tiinely death « i no 

4 . r - 

•* - - • - , •. ... - 

** Adieu, Delightes, that lulled me afleepe ; 
Adieu, my Deare, whofe love I bought fo deare; 
yidieu,' my litde Lambes and loved Sheepe ; ^ 
Adieu, ye Woodes, that oft my witneffe were : 
; Adieu, good HobbinoU, that was fo true, 155 
. Tell RolaUnd, her Colin bids her adieu/' * 

Ver. 145. Gather together ye &c.] So the quarto in 1597* 
It ^as tefofe, " Gather ye together." Todd. 

" Ver. 156*. her Colin &c.] Hughes and the 

tnodern editions omit the her before Colin: but as all the 
editions, printed in Spenfer's life-time, retain it; ^and as the 
line with it (though hypermetrical) is not unmufical, and is 
'certainly emphatick, I KhIow the original reading. Todd. ' 

* The Shepherd's Calendar' of Spenfer is not to be 
matched in any modern language ; not even by TalTo's Aminta, 
^klcb intinitely tifanfcends Guarinl's Pu^or FidOfBs having more 
pi nature in it, and being alm€>(l wholly clear from the wretched 
affedation of learning.— Spenfer, being mpUler of our. northerqi 
dialed 4nd ikilled in Chaucer's Englifii, has fo exadly imitated 



^fe Dbrick of Theocritus, that feis love is a peifedi image of 
that pai&on, which God infuied into both fexes, before it ^ak 
(corrupted with the knowledge of arts and the ceremonies of 
what we call good manners. DkYDEN. 

Spenfer's Qakn4ar^ in Dryden's opinion, is the liioft com* 
plete work of this kind which any nation has produced evei* 
fiifce the time ojf Virgil. Not but that he may be thought im- 
'perfed in foiBC few points. His Eclogues are fomewhat too 
long, if we compare them with the ancients. He is fometimes 
too allegorical, atid treats of matters of religion in a paftoral 
Iftyle, as the Mantuan had done before him. He has employed 
the Lyrick meafure, which is contrary to the pradice of the 
old poets. His ilanza is not fliil the fame, nor always weFl- 
chofen. This lad may be the reafon his expreilion is fome^ 
times not concife enough ; for the Tetraftich has obliged bidi 
to extend his fenfe to the length of four lines, ^hich wouM 
have been more clofely confined in the Couplet. 

In the manners, thoughts, and charad^ers, he comes near to 
Theocritus himfelf ; though, notwithftanding all the care he 
has taken, he is certainly inferiour in hts dialed : For the 
Dorick had its beauty and propriety in the time Of Theocritus; 
it was ufed in part of Greece, and frequent in the mouths of 
many of the greateft perfons: Whereas the old £ngli(h and 
country phrafes of Spenfer were either entirely obfolete, or 
fpoken only by people of the loweft condition. As there is a 
difference betwixt fimplicity and rufticity, fo the exoreflTion of 
^fimple thoughts (hould be plain but not clownifh. | The ad- 
dition he has made of a Calendar to Eclogues, is very beau - 
tiful; fince by this, befides the gmieral moral of innocence 
^nd iimplicity, which is common to other authors of Paftoral, 
he has one peculiar to himfelf ; he compares human Liffe to 
the feveral Seafons; and at once expotes, to his readers, a 
view of the great and little worlds in their various changes and 
efpeds« Yet the fcrUpulous divifion of his Paltopals into 
Months, has obliged him either to repeat the fame defcription, 
in other words, for three months together^ or, when it was 
• exbauRed hefot^y entirely to omit it : whence il domes to paft 
that fome of his Eclogues (as the fixth^ eighth, and tenth, for 
example,) have nothing but their Titles to diftinguiih them. 
The reafon is evident ; becaufe the year has not that variety 
in it to furni(h every month With a particular defcription, as it 
may every feaibn. Pope, 

. There ieems to be the fame difference between the F<dry 
Queen and the Shepherd's GeUMdur, as between a royal palace 
and -a little countrj^at. Thesfirii fbrikes the eye with more 
maguificeuce, but toe latter may ; perhaps ^iye the grei^teit 
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ideafure. In tliit Work tlie Author has not b^a niQ/^^^jtm 
Italiaust thcjfugh Taflb'^ Amnua * migbt.ha^^befen nt leaft of is 
;gpod autliori^y, to bim in tlie Paitoral^ a&Ariofto in thQ£w^«lor 
kind of poetry: but Spenfer ratber cbofe to foUov^:>^^Mie 
ijtfeU^ aqd to paint the life and fentitneyata of iheplierds^after a 
more Ample and unaffeded manner* 

. The two things which feem tb^ mpft ^ential to Pailoral» ai^ 
Jay€^v«nd the images of a country life ; aody to reprefent thelf > 
.our Authpr had^ Uttle more to do than- to examine his own 
heart, and <to copy the fcene ahoi^it him^; f^r at the time when 
he wrote the Shepherd's Qalendar be was a paOipnate lover of 
^is Rofalind : and it appears that the greateCb part of it» if not 
,the whole,, was coippofed in the country on his firft leaving 
,the Univerdty, and before he had engaged in bufinqfs, or filled 
his mind with the thoughts o^ ptfeferment in a life at Co^rt. 
Perhaps, too^ there i3 a certain age moil proper fcM* Padoral 
writing; and though the fame genius (hould arife afterwards to 
f;reater exoeUeun^i^s, it may gro^ lefis Qapa}j]e of tbi^ : accord- 
ingly in the poem called Colin Qlqut'^ Come Home agmth which 
•was written a . confiderable timis afteri we find him leCta 
ihepherd than at firil : he had then ibeen 4rawn out of his r^- 
.tiremenl:, had appeared at Court, and been engaged ii) an ea)- 
: pipy ment which brought him. into a variety of bufineis.^Kl 
acquaintance^ and gave him a quite differeiM; fet of ideas; apd 
: though this poem is not without it& beauties, yet what I would 
)here obferve i9» that in the Pailoral kUid it is not ib iimple 
and uqmi^^ed, and^ confequently, mot io perfe^, as the Ec- 
logues, of which I have perhaps given the reafpn^ 

But I am fenfibte that what I haye mentioned as a beaoty in 

^Speiyier's Paftorals, will not feem fo tp all reader^, a^ that 

the fimplidiy which appear^ in tbesh may be thought to have 

rtpo much of the m^rum rus. If our Author has erred in this, 

he has at leaft erred on the right hand. The true model of 

,PaAoral writing feems indeed not to be yet fixed by the criticks, 

,and there is room for the beft judges to differ in U^eir opinions 

c about it : thpfe, yiho would ari^e for the fimplicity of Pa^ra), 

may fay that the very idea of this kind of writing is the repre« 

fentalion of a life of retirement and innocence, made agr^e* 

.able by all thofe pleafures and amufements which the fields, 

the woods, and the various feafons of the year, afford to men 

who JUve accocding to the firft dilates of Nature, and without 

the artificial cares and refinements, which wealthy luxury, and 

• ambition^ by mult^>lyiog both our wants and enjoyments, have 

.introduced amo^ the rich and the polite: that, therefore,. as 

• This IS a miihike ofHogh^s; forth* AnrnomnH not publiOied fill 1581. 
«««o«lisJUre9fthcLJ^oct« "^Do. 
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^^e imaj^es^ fiii^tlies, vandaltuftohs, are to be draWn;fnMtiie 

4cene, fo the^fenttnienis and €X](ir6ffion8 ought tio wheMr.tH 

tftfie.of ibe Citj! or^the Coart^ bat to liave fuch a kiiid plpiaiti 

'^kf^nc6 only, as may appear propev to the life and chorai^eM 

?6f<tli^p^rloasi introduced m fuch poeins ; tbat tbis 'fimplioity, 

Ikilfully di^wn, will make tlte' pidttire more natural, and, coii- 

4fequeatly^ more pleafiog ; that even the Idw images in fitch a 

•reprefentatiou are aumfing, as they contribute to deceive tbe 

reader, and make bh» fancy himfelf really in fuch a place, 

n«d amOiig fuch' perfoBs, as^ are deferibed ; the pleafure in this 

cafe being lik« that exprefled by Milton of one vralking out 

^into tlie fields t 

' —** Who; long in pqprulous cities pent, 
** Where faoufes thick and fewers annoy the air, 
ForthilTaing on a fummer*s mom to breathe 
Atnong tfa^ pleaiant villages and farms 
^' Adjoii^'dj from each thing met conceives delight; 
^ The fmell cyf grain, or tedded grafs, orkine, 
^' -Or dairy ; each rural ight, each.rural fmeli/' 
This, indeed, feems to be the true reafon of the entertainment 
t which Paflorai poetiy gives to its readers ; for as mankind is 
departed from the (implicity, as well as thelnnocence, of a 
HHAte^of' Nature, aiki is immerfed in cares and pinfuits of a 
-very di^rent kind, it is a wonderful amufement to the imagi- 
« nation to be fometitnes tranfported, as it were, out of modern 
' iile,aRd>to wander in thefepleafant icenes which thePaftoral poets 
' "provide for us, and in which we are* apt to fancy ourfekes re- 
inftated iof a trikie in our firft innocence and happinefs. * 

Thofe, who argue againft the ftrid fimplicity of Paftoral 

Writing, think there is fomething too low in the diarad^rs arid 

fentiments of mere ibepherds to fupport this kind of poetry, 

'■' if not raifed and improved by the affiitance of art ; or^<at leaft, 

' that we >ought : to difiingui^'betwe^ what is fimple an# wlikt 

^ is ruliick^ a,tid take care that, while we reprcfent ihepber<dsj we 

• 'do not make them clowns;; that it is a miftake to imagine that 

the life of (hepherds^ is intapaMe ^^f any refinenftent, or that 

their fentiments may not fometimes nfe above the country. 

^ To juilify this, they tell us that we conceive too low an idea 

of this kind of life, by taking it from that of modern ihepherds, 

whd are the meaiieit and pooreft fort of people among ihI : 

' but in the -fird a^es of the world it was otherwife ; that per- 

' fons of rank and dignity honoured this employment ;' that 

(heplierds were the owners of their own flocks; and that David 

, was once a (hepherd, who became afterwards a king, and was 

himfelf, too, the moCb fubliine of poets. Thof(^, who argue for 

the firA kind of Pailoral, recommend Theocritus, as tov.beft 
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ihodel; and thofe, who are far the latter, think that Vilely Bjr 

jaifing it to a higher pitcfa,^ha8 improved it. I (hall tiot d^ 

termine this controverfy, but only obferve that the Patorahi 

<of Spenfer are of the former kind, .as^imi'' 

, It is for the fame reaion that the language of the Shepierd^^ 

'Calendar^ which is deiigned to be* rural, is older than- that of 

this other poems. I^r Philip Sidney, hoWever, diough hecom«- 

mends this Work in his Apology for Poetry^ cenfures ^le 

rufticity of the fly le as an affectation not to be allowed. The t 

•Author's profefled veneration for Chaneer partly led him it^ 

.this; yet there is a difference among the Paflorals, and tiie 

reader will obferve, that the language of the Fifth and EighUi 

is more obfolete than that of fome others ; the reafon of which 

might be, that, the defign of thofe two Eclogues being Allego* 

rical fatire, he chofea more antiquated dreft, as more proper 

to his purpofe : but, however faulty he may be in the excefs 

of tl^is, it is certain that a fpvinkling of the rural phrafe, as it 

humours the fcene and cliaraders, has a very great beauty in 

Pa(k)ral poetry ; attd> of this any one may be convinced, by 

* reading the Paflorals of Mr. Phillips, which are written with . 
great delicacy and tafle^ in the very fpirit and manner of 

. Speufer. . » 

Having faid that Spenfer has mingled fatire in fome of his 

• Eclogues, I know not whether this may not be another ob- 
je^ion to them : it may be- doubted whether any tiling of this 

» kind fhould be admitted to diflurb the tranquillity and pleafare 

■ which fhould every where reign in Pafloral poems ; or at leafl 
nothing (hoold be introduced more than the light andrpleafant 
railleries or contentions of fhopherds about their flocks, their 
miftreffes, or their fkill in piping and fmging. I cannot whotty 
jid^ify my Author in this ; yet mufl fay, that the excellency of 
thef moral in thofe Paftorals does, in a great meafure, excufe 
his tranfgrefling the ftrid rules of criticifm : befides, as he 
defigned, under an Allegory, to cenfure the vicious lives of 
bad priefis, and to expofe their uAirpation of. pomp and do- 

. minion, nothing could be more proper to this purpofe than 
^e AUegory he has chofen ; the Author of our holy r^igion 

.haying him^f dignified the parable of a good Shepherd ; and 
the nataralinnocence, fimplicity, vigilance, and freedom froim 
ambition, which « re the charaders of that kind of life, beifig 

^ a very good contrail to the vices and luxury, and to that^de^ 
generacy from their fidl pattern, which the Poet would tbefe 
reprehend. Huohes. 

The ShephertTs Calendar is a feries of Paflorals, formed tipon 
no uniform plan, but in general lowered down to that ruftick 
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ftftRdard which id fupyo|Epc^ SP9f ^'^V^ t% f^ ipecies of com- 
pofitiou. The gradfatibn of rural fcenery according to the 

changes. tp#,^tl^ 3^%r, ^i^i^v <M 1itH)'^*ft'p^W'^ lead 
the reader to expe€t, forms but a fmall, and by 00 nieans a 
ftxikingy part of the defi^,;yr^i^|i|^ rather moral than de* 
icriptive. The (hepherd'& charader is borrowed cl^iefty for the 
purpofe of giving grav^ l^atil<^ li^ ll^c^9««a^>o# lile^,^of 
paoegyrifing a fpvereign^ or lamenting «')^ frte^«f ^#is^^n 
made the alkgdHd^ Ti^lik*^ bf r^t^^dibod'eoncierili^ti^ ilie^e 
of religion. §peni^, al tM#pe#^ <e^A^ to>arv^ joined that 
party which was moft zealous for ecclefillifti!^ r^foftn^ and 
which viewed with the created il9r|>il^rim^'^^yrimfl^ in. 
tfovlttce^^ t^e w^h^y f 0^]) ahd'ddtti^l^o^i)dp£-y: -How 
adverfe fuch topics are to the fimplicity and amenity ofgb&tiine^ 
Paftoral, needs not now be |MnnlQd^^^.'' 'R^8fe\eher)%ily 
afgreed, ^itit iWti^i^fti^n'of t^e gyaiid^^kd^bctcM^ful 6bje6ts 
of nature, with weU-fele^fcM f<^ite&^f't^l li^/" M^V l^ut not 
coarfe, conilitute the only proper mateH^ls df^^a4lih-a^ poetry, 
T€mekl^4p^iiir^Sk tskd^m^tli^Wmmtiii-ahd therefore, 
t!^ lik^kaH'i<:aiendlir, though It ^dlitalit^d"%h«applaufe of 
^di^^^d'feehra ftdmediat^fyidlkave giVei^ rfe auOidr a rank 
among the eiieem^^pi^etd of Ifite'^itiie/'^'cri^d^riibcibly; in the 
progreflionr b^ icritical tafte, l^tut^ heeit\ ^iffi^d lo Oblivion, 
hiik HI kfo^^^ b6rh«^% the'ftn^^f) th&Fkirj^ Queen. * It 
is not, however, void of paifages mark^^^itlt'^ t^e Wtitet^V 

<>f 'the iiged* baiti ih^^hetntiral i^ble^ 6f l^ebi^y, maj be 
pmifM dat Ji^^'dn iiifti^c&i^ Ifai8'l!ifxd;.ii8 well^asfthe wlxole 
fable of the Kid and Wolf, under May. The^mftldk ^ntf'^^ 
tif)^t«d Mngoa^ bf the ki^iiter^^aft 1^^ &elb i)^e6s W|i9, 
deilkleis, ittt^nded' ' id c^rt^poim with 1fh«^^tiWJib)Sller abnl^sbekl- 
to Paftoral poetry ; but its fimplicity is often carl'led'i^ rude«* 
nefci fi^^^lganty. The iUlteratl^, w&chf luf'^ hi^knt at a 
cbaraae^of anti^i^y, wiif ibah:et| pUalb^ alikydefi^^ifri 

It cannot b^ d^iii<sa thkt^petskrimike'Slkf^t^t^ 
has mol^ii^ei^bited the ddig^t^ fcenes of <^%d'iimjplidCy, 
^MP ilidtUd WiHt'no new itfi^et^^. ' The b^'imag^, Mr. 
Warton obferves^ are iii^thofef lldfoj^ueis whfieh h^liak traivQated 
dt Inhibited ^m MttrotJ It >' kn abAitdity, fays the £iime 
critick, to make fhephe^ds deUveir^leamisd thiths in niftick^ 
^ie^ed; HdWiiver, ihe Eng^tfli t^ftb^af of M»dfbrn tiatos Has. 
(ktiired ifittjdh of its faccefs ffcftii an attentldn to Spenfei^s 
Itvelinefs of defctiptioh and to ihe innoc^^hcelpf his chara6ler?J 
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fyH ifideed 'O^ ^great wit and teitmiiiigi. yeti'lbf aii^/^a^^|||iki^t 
weight and importance, boldly faith, i-^ 

" £x^i monimeutum .aBret peDemuuR, . ' ' t^ . ; i : i i : > i . . 
• ^ ) Quod hon iitiber > edastv >ooii^ ^uilbaiUfKilkto ^li^W^ 
Therefore let not be envied^ :t}iat thia Pbet iiH his Epilogli€r 
laith, he made a Calteiidec that (hail ejidure ate laklg a» tioi^^^^ 
following the exiBia^le/of/tl<lrajaelBiii3 Ovldin t)ie<like;'>> - 
*'* Grande opus ebtegi^quoiHiecilolviairat'ne^igakyi ^ 
** Nee ferrum pot6rH see ^edax ibolere vetuiUs, '^te« ^ 

• . EPILOGUE. -' 

LOE ! IhavemadeaCalehd^r 
That Jieeie in JiYengthiandtkmin dnrwice, Jhall 

outwear e ; ' ' » 

Andj if I marked well thejiart^esreoolutiou^ 
It Jhall continue till the worlde's diMlution^ '\ 
To teach the ruder Jhepheard how to f cede hisjheepey 
And from thefalferitfi^aMehi^fdldedflocketo keepe. 

Goe, little Calender ! thou hdji a free pajjhporte ; 
Gee Mh a Imyi^ gati^mkmgp ^he m6Mer forte : 
Dare not to match thy pype with Titffrus his Jiiley 
Nor with the Pilgrim that the plough-rnan playd a 
while; .. , 

Ver. 6. > * . ike falfefs ftaude] ' Sp^i^ifer* lilfes fiie yer6 

«^ to falfe*' for *^ t6 Seethe;' F. Q. ii: yip: A^ Chauc^if haH 
done before hita. See the dIo^ ibid.' ITor/yc^hcfe thefefoti^ 
is the rfcociw r. ToDfe\ ' ' ' ''" ' 

Ver. 9, Dare notto'mdtch ^isic:.] 'Ffdm StaJefdi^r ^feR xii. 

816.. ^ - •■ ■ ■- • •^■' • ;• V ^''''-. •■■^ ;" 

" Vive precor, nee tu diVinam j#i«da tehfei y ^' ' *^^ ^ ' 

** Sed longe fequere, et veftigia Temper adora/' JoRTi>r. 

Ver. 10, JNTor xctVA the Ptlgtfm ^c] Mr. Warton fuppofes 
this |)»Sage to refrr to fh^V^jfims ^^i?i<f?(Ji? P/wg*m#»^''t>ut 
Mr. Tyriwbitt'is of a difieiieiit Qpiniou. See wt ii. p; cic^fXiv. 
ARdsth^,npie pn -4|>ri7i.vei:*,9^r^i7?o^Pj; ., 
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feUmo themfarre off] and their highjiep^ 
adore ; 
Tfm^etter pUafe^ the worfe dejpife ; I ajke no more* 

M£RC£ NON M£R€£D£. 



Ver. 12. — ■ ' defpife:'] The quarto of 

1597 has altered this word to d^pleqfCf wliich the later edition3 
have admitted as the genuine reading. Bathurft, in his tranila- s 
tion, gives difpleafe alio as the Englifh reading; but tranflates it, 
conformably to the older quartos, defpifis : 

" Spente malos, placeafque bonis." Todd^ 



./ 



END OF THE FIRST VOttnifi. 
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